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NBC. Comics Vidhims for Theatres 


* Pose TV-Pix 


Industry Problems 





For the time being at least fhe+ 
National Broadcasting Co.’s adven- 
ture into feature-length film pro- 
ductions ~will be limited to elab- 
orated versions. of the NBC-TY 
sponsored and/or controlled tele- 
vision. programs. They will “be 
cavaicades of the highlights from 
the ary season’s a pag om to- 

ms, DY 
= june thane, hae Eddie Can- 
tor, Dean, Martin @& Jerry Lewis, 
the Sid Caesar-Imogene 
(‘Show of Shows”) and Kindred | 
programs,- The plan may even _ex- | 
tend into such highlight programs 
as the Tallulah Bankhead-femceed 
“Big Show” from the AM segment 
of NBC's -operations. 

-But the RCA-NBC solons don’t 
expect to go beyond that, at least 
for quite ‘some time.. If for no 
other reason, there is a eomplete 
awareness of the legal limitations 
as the-Government has already 
~y down a the decin mdse 

divorcing 
bution frém exhibition. 

_NBC, already singed by Govern- 
mental 1 limitations in its hitter fight 
over TV, color. io the Federal }: 
Comm q mmission, does 
not want t rage 
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Ex-Filmi Atior Snares 

ist Pulpit as Minister 

Minneapolis, July 3. 

_ From a Holywood film. set to 
preaching in Grace Lutheran 
Church, Minneapolis, is the wide 
span covered by Rev. Eden Nich- 
olas, who has just taken over the 
— pastorate, It’s his first pul- 
t. 
' Rev. Nicholas, who abandoned a 
professional singing career to en- 
ter the ministry, was under RKO 
contract in 1944-45 and, among 
other roles, played a poet.in “Ex- 
periment Perilous,” starring Hedy 
Lamarr, and “Enchanted Cottage,” 
with Robert Young and Dorothy 
McGuire. He has also sung in a 
local nitery and, made TV, radio, 
Opera and concert appearances. 


Boycott Threat 
By NAACP Over 








Corp., whose Blatz 
on on CBS-TV, ran into some 
NAACP branches, levelled a blast 


at the A & A series. 
Letter addressed to Lewis G. 


ee ‘Rosenstiel, Schenley board chair- 


apo. on the po A 


which moves to another cer eng 


“Outside of the Colony, Palon 
21, the Stork ‘and Ei 
where can you take 


s 123) ight, deplored the. “; 
A Neere lite” 
already 





man, just a few hours ebthye se the 
tiew series preemed last 


ua- 
atti toward 
that “there is 





e |. whose lished. song, 
{Come On-A My 2D venga Mi 
ing for 4 hit, will now be featured 

Coral Records. |. 










HOT FOR THEATRE, 
GUIN-BOX VIDED 


After many a glum month spent 
staring at . receding boxoffice 
figures, film industry sees itself 
at the moment possibly riding 
toward .the crest of a new pros- 
perity. Considerable strengthening 
of theatre receipts during the past 
month is secondary in creating cur- 
rent optimism’ to the sudden reali- 
zation that the new show business 
created by electronics can play for 
as well as against-the picture biz. 

Vet showmen who've been peer- 
ing disconsolately down the throat 
of a cathode ray tube these past 
few years have in the past three 
weeks suddenly discovered a new 
picture there—a picture in which 
they’re reading a new. future, 
whether they are in the theatre 
or the production end of the in- 
dustry. 

Exhibs.are finding their hope 
in large-screen tele, which sprang 
to the fore with the success of 
exclusive showings on theatre 
screens of the recent Louis-Savold 
and Murphy-LaMotta fights. 

Hollywood, on the other hand, 
which a few months ago was scoff- 


seen the vision of what subscrip- 


tion el Offer. It’s placing a 
ft of its ; ‘future—as 
evidenced of the 


mocaety of Todepemdent Motion 
cture Producers’ last week— 


Schenley in 
| Beer subsidiary is sponsoring the Beage = pay u-go rv. whether it 
new “Amos 'n’ Andy” video series | be Ph on, Para- 


mount’s 


cot | Subscri 


Meantime, ‘helping to remove 
some of the sour taste of recent 
a 
. Reports are 

better throughout the country, paf 
ticularly in grassroots areas. And 


(Continued on page 54) 





‘Video-Pix Affinities 


nds 
, as in “a 


"PV can be a boon a 


NBC plats for pect te its 


film (Page 31). 
tele will slug it out 
theatre tele for rights to 
_— bout (Tele- 


) theatre tele hitting tLe 
jackpot, Skiatron pay-as-you- 
will lease its own big- 
system to exhibs (Page 














deluxe evening?” That " 

& key to. this. “ 4 
(Con page weg 
+ tee, mae x. Ce 


a ee ee? 


- Par, Skiatron to. cut exhibs 
} : 
= dn 99 sul + ap ay Se 


e 5). 
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S’ NEW PROSPERITY-VIA TV 





ing at Phonevision, has suddenly |. 


Telemeter or Skiatron’s |: 





ik se a” 


[Paris Just Also-Ran in Amus. Derby: 
2,00th Anni's NSE Showmanship 





Gary Cooper Eyes 
Telefilm Series 


Hollywood, July 3. 

First major boxoffice name to 
enter the television film field may 
be G Cooper. 

Negotiation currenfly are’ going 
on with the William Morris Agency 
in New York for a vidpic series 
which Cooper will produce as well 
as star in. - Tentative plays are 
for 40 27-minute films annually, 
to cost around $20,000 per film. 
Cooper would control the package. 

Of particular interest to Cooper 
is the fact that the prolonged run- 
ning time of a television series in 
the expanding TV market will pro- 
vide him with a large annual in- 
come for many years—long after 
he has retire” as an actor. 


Cooper now is tied. only to: 


single-picture deals end in his 
freelance status is not contractu- 
ally prohibited from entering tele- 
vision. 











OF Dope Addicts 


Movement is on among 
of Local 802. of the gr pF pemge- Fed- 


union. spearheading the 
movement claim that the music 
industry must take cognizance of 
the situation and force a cleanup 
of conditions in the field. 


_It’s cited that even before the 
Ope - expose, j 
have had difficulty. = 
ance because they were consider 
“moral risks” and in many in- 





pat has Old Vie Set 
For Tele Pix Series 


The Old: Vie Co., of London. has 
been lined up for a series of half- 
telefilms. 


were ‘set in motion 
by Biow; the N. Y. advertis- 
ing agency head, during his recent 
trip abroad. ° Connell, Biow 
is scheduled to leave. this 
- findlize the 


‘hour 


tion 





ma 


By ABEL GREEN 


Paris, June 26. 

The Grande Semaine, the tradi- 
tional gala week that winds up the 
fashionable Paris season. before 
the big tourist invasion, carries 
with it a sorry commentary that 
Paris, on its 2,000th anniversary 
celebration has only its basic phys- 
teal attraction to offer as the No. 1 
lure. From a show business view- 
point it’s considerably on the sec- 
ond-rate side. 


The nite life is overloaded with 
fairy joints, fiddle joints and clip 
joints. The prices are wrong and 
overly strung; the bistros turn on 
the charm, but little else. The cafe 
and variety malities that have 
distinguished the French idiom in 
the American mind are in almost 
any place but Paris. Lucienne Boy- 
er, Maurice Chevaliér, Charles Tre- 
net, Suzy Solider, Jean Sabion, 
Tino Rossi are anywhere but here, . 

Edith Piaf is at the ABC in-a 
rather . undistinguished dramatic 
show, and Yves Montand, the only 
big t for the 
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mentator because of his hyper- 
critical attitude toward motion pic- 
tures and’ biting reviews in his 
Tribune column. And one of the 
two: Moffett: show sponsors is the 
Minnesota Entertainment Enter- 
prises, comprising a group of some 
25 prominent Twin City lndepende 
ent exhibitors, for their five Min- 
» | neapolis-St. Paul area drive-in the- 
atres. 
nae pce Nor Sena 
ve cipa n No ntra 
pean dlaceesions of. ways and 
means to ich Jones, and some 
have been most violent in their 


(Continued on page 
ng he +, 4%, ey, 4, &, *, "* . _ a * 7. 


HOS PINT TD REIT PORTE Pe bs 





~ 


VARIETY 








_ SaShow Bilt Doing So Wel Wt 





Fest—They Did It for Culture 





ROLD MYERS 


London, July 3. 

Whatever may be the reactions 
of show business, resuits to date 
show that Britain’s 1951 Festival 
is filling a real need. The South 
Bank cultural exhibition and the 
Pleasure Gardens at Battersea 
Park are each drawing between 
30,000 and 50,000 on weekdays, 
with an average of 80,000 on week- 
ends. _ And, as weather improves, 
so do the numbers increase. 

It is true that some legit man- 
agements expected a golden har- 
vest, with a season as rich in profits 
as in culture. Unhappily, they 
now reflect, the Festival has done 
nothing to change the normal pat- 
tern. . The hits continue to display 
nightly SRO boards; and the not- 
so-good-ones peter out in Festival 
wear just as in any other season. 
Cause for the failure of so many 
productions is attributed .to the 
universal shortage of money, which 
appears to afflict tourists the same 
as the local dwellers. 

The exhibition, although a disap- 
pointment to the entertainment 
industry, didn’t set out with the 
intention of making 1951 a lush 
year for theatres and motion pic- 
tures. Its prime function, which 

(Continued on page 25) 


Leonidoff Shapes Lines 
For Durante Live Show; 
‘Rhapsody’ Top Number 


Toronto, July 3. 

With Jimmy Durante in as head- 
liner of the Canadian National Ex- 
hibition grandstand (24,000) show, 
Leon Leonidoff and staff were in 
Toronto over the weekend to hold 
auditions for chorus and dance 
line prior to rehearsals. Leonidoff, 
who has produced the CNE grand- 
stand show for the last few sea- 
sons, was accompanied by Antonia 
Morelli, musical director, and Gail 
Grant, dance director. 

Top production number will fea- 
ture Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in 
Blue,” with 48 dancers and a 36 
mixed choral group, latter Cana- 
dian-recruited. Said Leonidoff: 
“There’s nothing to worry about 
as far as that angle is concerned.” 

Durante will receive $130,000 for 
the two weeks’ nightly stage stint 
but, out of this, must pay all pro- 
duction costs. He should net be- 
tween $50,000 and $60,000 for. the 
chore, about same amount earned 
at CNE by Danny Kaye and Olsen 
& Johnson. 


MOREY AMSTERDAM'S. 
‘KEYSTONE KOPS’ TV’ERS 


Morey Amsterdam, radio, TV 
and nitery comic, plans to start 
shooting at the end of this week 
on a series of 13 shorts based on 
the-old “Keystone Kop” comedies. 
Fifteen-minute open-end pix will 
be for tele distribution. 

Amsterdam is shooting them in 
Yonkers, N. Y. He'll appear in 
them as wel] as participate in writ- 
ing -and direction. 





oe en 











Cantor’s Minor Surgery 
Hollywood, July 3. 
Eddie Cantor undergoes minor 
surgery today (Tues.) at Cedars of 


Ps CNS 


paying taxes, his expenses, 





|HYLTON SETS CHEVALIER 
FOR LONDON SEASON 


* London, July 3. 

Jack Hylton has finally closed a 
deal with Maurice Chevalier to 
play a season in London. 

Chevalier opens the middle of 
January, 1952, for six weeks with 
option, probably at the Adelphi or 
His Majesty’s. 


London Pays Unusual 
Tribute to Danny Kaye 
As Engagement Ends 


London, July 3. 

An unusual closing night’s spec- 
tacle was witnessed Saturday (30) 
upon termination of Danny Kaye’s 
eight weeks at the Palladium, with 
the Woolf Phillips orchestra, the 
stagehands, the rest of the bill, and 
the audience interlocking hands in 
a huge fraternal chain as they 
“Auld Lang Syned” the American 
comedian, whose run here has been 
extraordinary. He was SRO, and 
the gross only depended on the 
standees, which fluctuated with the 
weather. 

American showmen seeing Kaye 
for the first time, especially in 
light of his widely heralded click 
here of two years back, eoncede 
invariably to Palladium managing 
director Val Parnell that “now 
they understand this strange phe- 
nomenon which exists here in re- 
lation to Kaye and the British 
public.” No question but that no- 
where has the American comedian 
clicked as resoundingly and as 
uniquely as here. 

Kaye sails from Cherbourg on 
Friday (6) on the Queen Mary after 
a couple of days in Paris, He is 
spending the forepart of this week 
catching up on the plays. Laur- 
ence Olivier and Vivien Leigh are 
partying him tonight (3) before his 
flying trip to Paris. 

Kaye received 6,000 pounds (un- 
der $18,000 a week) at the Palla- 
dium for his eight weeks, of which 
he can take out around 50% after 
etc. 





‘Mindszenty’ Pic Ban Due 
To Mex Anti-Religiose Law 


Mexico City, June 26. 

“Cardinal Mindszenty” (SRO) pic, 
released in the U. S. last year by 
Eagle Lion Classics as “Guilty of 
Treason,” has been banned from 
public exhibition in Mexico by the 
national cinematographic board. Its 
action was based on the film law 
clause which forbids screening of 
totally or largely religious films. 

Fred S. Gulbransan, local man- 
ager of the Selznick Releasing Or- 
ganization, said the ban was en- 
acted after prints of the picture 
had been imported and much coin 
had been spent on an advertising- 
publicity ca eons Pic is present- 
ly at the local customs house. 

Understood Gulbransan will pro- 
test to the U. S. Embassy unless the 
ban is lifted on the Charles Bick- 
ford-Bonita Granville starrer, Ad- 
though the defunct ELC handled 
U.S. distribition of the film; pro- 
ducer Jack Wrather set his own re- 
lease deals in other territories. 
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Skelton Palladium Hit; . 
To Lens TV Airers Abroad 
London, July 3.: 

Red Skelton clowned his. way 
through a 50-minute stint at ‘te 
Palladium opening here yesterday 
(2), to earn a top reception. Act was 
a laugh-laden affair which was en- 
| hanced by Skelton’s precision tim- 
ing, ready wit, fast thinking.| had 
Show looks like a sure click for 
its four-week duration. 

Landre & Verna made an auspi- 
cious London bow with a pleasing 
ballroom routine. Bill also includes 
magico Gali-Gali; Bergman & 
Boros, table-tennis act; Nelson Sis- 
ters, trapezists, and impressionist 
Joyce Golding. 

Skelton is also to lens the first 
two of his TV series for Tide, while 
in London, at a local studio. Films 
will be made in 16m Kodachrome. 

Production is being arranged on 
behalf of Skelton by Ben Lyon and 
Bebe Daniels. The Hollywood 
comedian is directing from his own 
script, and will be using a number 
of British artists in the production. 


SAG Defeats TVA 
In Vidpix Dispute 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Screen Actors Guild overwheim- 
ingly defeated Television Author- 
ity (which represents performers 
in live video) in the National Labor- 
Relations Board election for juris- 
diction at six studios which make 
films for TV as well as non-TV ex- 
hibition. Total vote, announced 
yesterday (Mon.), was 439 for SAG 
to 48 for TVA, with SAG thus con- 
tinuing to represent the actors at 
these six studios. 

The vote, conducted by the 
NLRB in L. A., also covers some 
production in New York. By stu- 
dios the vote was: Apex, 123-6; 
Bing Crosby Enterprises, 176-15; 
Cisco Kid. Pictures, 32-3; Jerry 
Fairbanks, 68-12; Hal Roach, 41-4; 
and Flying Ace, 89-8, all in favor 
of SAG. : 

Over 80% of the eligible actors 
cast their ballots in. the contested 
election, which was conducted by 
mail under supervision of NLRB 
hearing officer George Yeager. Also 
counted yesterday were thousands 
of ballots in three uncontested 
elections, from which TVA. with- 
drew, with the choice being be- 
tween SAG and “no union,” at stu- 
dios which are members of the 
Assn. of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers; Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers, 
and Independent Motion Picture 
Producers Assn. The result was 

_ (Continued on page 25) 


Rep. Jackson Defines 
Diverse Reasons For 
Filmites Going Red 


Washington, July 3. 

A diversity of reasons caused 
top-paid Hollywood talent to join 
the Communist Party, opines 
Donald Jackson, of Beverly Hills, 
member of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee. The reasons 
range all the way from misguided 
idealism to those who play it safe 
by keeping a foot in both camps, 
he claimed, following completion 
of his committee’s D. C. hearings. 

“How is a highly paid moving 
picture actor or actress induced to 
join the Communist Party, a po- 
litical party which holds as ana- 
thema anything and everything 
connected with the capitalistic 
system?” says Jackson. 

“Several reasons have been ad- 
vanced hy those witnesses who ap- 
peared before our committee. In 
the first place there was the thrill 
of the unique and unconventional, 
which might be compared to the 

(Continued on page 6) 


Vidpix to Plug Price 
Stabilization Program 

Nate Colwell, who was recently 
shifted from |the Treasury Dept. to 
the Office of Price Stabilization, 
may take to the TV and theatre 
screens with a series of 15-minute 
shorts to plug the Administration’s 
program. 

Colwell, who supervised the 
Bond drive programs via taped ra- 
dio programs, had _ relinquished 
that to Ed Lenihan, his aide, in 
the step-up. into Mike DiSalle’ s 














department. 
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Cased Athens to see 


saloon business is and was. sur- 


prised to thee that it’s mostly Larry | dressed 


= One place, the M 
a sign out that said’ 

Sablon.’ Naturally, I Se eied to 
see some typical Greek stuff so I 
went: in, ordered a White Label 
ahd-soda (and got it) arid waited. 
But it wasn’t Sablon, it was Adler. 
The Greeks have an. explanation 
for it, but I didn’t get it. 

A few nights. later there was a 
big shindig out at the racetrack 


NEGRO’S GERMAN BAN 
BRINGS RACIAL CHARGE 


London, June 26. 
Kenneth Spencer, American Ne- 
gro singer, who was due to. give 
a series of concerts in Germany, 





including Berlin, Hamburg and | too 


Munich, was refused a. visa by the 
American Military Commission in 
Paris, with reason for such action 
withheld. This despite German 
authorities recommending his en- 
try into Germany. 

His bookers have sent cables to 
Washington alleging racial discrim- 
ination. 


Gls Obligingly Flush Out 
Reds From Korea Audience 
For ‘Camel Caravan’ Twins 


Tokyo, June 26. 

The “Camel Caravan,” whose 14 
members recently completed a 15- 
day tour of frontline units in 
Korea, added a new twist fo the 
troop entertainment routine by in- 
cluding a few enemy soldiers in 
the audience. One of the 22 shows 
which the troupe played in its 
two-week grind was presented so 
close to the front that Chinese 
communists on the hill overlook- 
ing the makeshift stage caught 
most of the show from the ridge 
tops. 

The seats were not odiventageot, 
since they faced the rear of the 
stage, and were strictly at second- 
baleony level. But Vince Car- 
bonne, “Caravan” manager, said 
the gate-crashers didn’t complain, 
nor did they give any trouble while 
the show was on. The jncident oc- 
curred while the troupe was play- 
ing for men of the 24th Division, 
the first in Korea. 

After the-show, the Terry Twins, 
songsters said they'd like to see a 
couple of Chinese. A 
commander obliged by sending out 
a patrol which returned a few 
utes later with two scared 





(Continued on page 24) 


BAUTZER TO ROME FOR | 
INGRID PIX CONFABS| 


Paris, July 3. 

Hollywood attorney Greg Bautzer 
left here- for Rome fast night 
(Mon.) for confabs with client In- 
grid Bergman, It is understood she 
wanted to see him concerning 
several deals which have been of- 
fered her to to appear in films-in 
Europe. 
ee, has been awaiting start 
of “Europe, 1951,” to be preceee 

Roberto 





by her husband, Rossel- 
lini. It has been a num- 
ber of times, resul in several 
other pic offers being to Miss 

ed on 
whether to accept of them, 


return to the U. S. next week. 


TV Holdout KO's Test 


Hollywood,’ July 3. 
Patti Page and Metro mutually 





eancelled plans for a_screentest| figure f 


next month after studio refused to 
grant chirper television rights in 
event she is pacted. 

-O she was set for a 
color test after Metro producer 
Arthur Freed caught her on sev- 
eral N, Y. vidshows. 





buffet * 
Adler. or 


The native music sounds ag 
though it had been left there by 
the Turks. (The Turks were ig 
charge at the time the Venetian; 
came and knocked down the Par. 
thenon . . . which -will show yoy 
that I wasn’t im saloons all the 
time). Anyway, the’ 


selves. The joint had an orchestra 
of five men sitting in a row and 
playing those stringed things ex. 
cept for the one with the trumpet, 
802 might be interested to know. 
that they never get off the stand, - 


once an hour but they just sit there 
and drink coffee. When a singer 
gets up he’s on for a good hour, 


The way they eritertain ‘them. 
selves is this. Anybody who feels 
like it gets up and dances. Solo. 
Man or woman, They dance at 
two speeds—one ‘looks like a sort 
of deliberate, slow-motion cousin 
to a Spanish tarantella, and the 
fast one is something like @ high- 
land fling. Everybody seems to be 
very good at it. The trouble is 
that anybody who wants to can 
join in, and after a few shots of 
ouzo I had a dame on one side, 
two Greek soldiers on the other, 
and Arthur Murray was probably 
rolling over in his grave. 

Sometimes two men dance to 

(Continued on page 63) 


Binford, Gospel Singers 
In Memphis Rhubarb 
Over—Free Tickets! 





Mem , July 3. 
Lloyd T. Binford, Memphis’ cen- 
sor czar, was back ‘in the news 


again—and this time he was in 
oldfashioned rhubarb with a group 
of spiritual singers here. 

It all started over a pair of 
ducats (on the. cuff) that Binford 
demanded of the Blackwood broth- 
ers, gospel singers, skedded for a 
program at Municipal Auditorium 
July 1. James Blackwood, g.m. of 
the quartet, told Variety that Bin- 
ford requested a pair of Annie 
Oakleys in the downstairs section 
balcony seats 


he wasn’t going to climb upstairs.” 


seats. 
oye blasted away, -Black- 
stated, and said, “I’m not go- 
aggre and you can’t have the 


my 
ord in Variety that 


concert held here and it is thexfirst 
time they ever heard of Binford 
interf A w.k. 





ashington, July 3. | 
Some at the nation’s 
boxoffices April was reflected 
dn the tax collections an- 


$30,227,000. 
20% nick on alieaeail checks 
This is about 








They get a five-minute break ‘about . 


Blackwood said. “He told me he 
pon perl rg rane Boge. con- 
seeders “abetted 
Soanoe cist: Wat a Bee Oo 
censor 
“that ail tickets were 
sold out and all was left were 


group joining in, 
“I don’t have idea that 
repel angie” ened 
gospel s - 
“and I didn’t say they couldn't - 
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itain’s Dollar Dip May Toughen 
Situation for Yanks on Pic Pact Talk 





London, July 3. + 


American ifidustry . delegation, 
when it arrives ey next week for 
talks on renewal of the Anglo-U. S$ 
fim pact, may find the goir 
tougher than originally antic 
pated. Figures are expected to be 
out by that time disclosing an un- 
expected dip in Britain's dollar 
ba’ance. : 
Although British. industrial pro- 
duction is up by 5% over last year, 
the excess of imports over exports 
for the first’ five months of 1951 
jis £404,000,000. In the whole of 
1950 the unfavorable trade balance 
amounted to only “£348,000,000. 
This is said to be due to unfavor- 
able balance of trade to an extent 
unforeseen by the British Treasury 
at the beginning of the year. 

Trend is that the things Britain 
has to import are rising in price at 
a pace far greater than the things 
she exports. In the first five 
months of 1951 British imports 
were onlye9% greater than the 
same period last year, but they 
cost 42% more. 

Trade balances that had built up 
following devaluation were being 
counted on by American film com- 
panies to ease their task of getting 
all restrictions off British currency 
conversion. New figures will cause 
them considerable trouble in suc 
endeavor. . 


British Advance Talks Date 
Talks with the British govern- 
ment on revision of the Anglo- 
U. S. film agreement have been 
advanced from July 16 to July 13. 


(Continued on page 6) 


Mayer, Schary to Frisco, 
Separately, to-Get Sneak 
Preview of ‘Quo Vadis’ 


San Francisco, July 3. 

Louis B. Mayer and Dore Schary 
were both here over the week- 
end for sneak previews of “Quo 
Vadis.” The two Metgzo execs ar- 
rived and departed separately, 
however. Schary’s rise to top pro- 
duction spot on the company’s lot 
was a prelude to the announce- 
ment last week that Mayer is leav- 
ing Metro after 27 years’ associa- 

on, 

Mayer is believed to have talked, 
while here, with Louis R. Lurie, 
San Francisco real estate and 
theatre operator, who is endeavor- 
ing to buy control of RKO. Re- 
ports are that.if he succeeds, 
Mayer will be production chief. 








Sneak of the giant M-G spec,. 


filmed in Italy last year, was at 
the United Artists and Berkeley 
(Continued on page 24) 


Greenspan as Exec Sec 
Of COMPO Coast Forum 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Lou Greenspan will be exec sec- 
retary of Council of Motion Pic- 
ture Organizations’ roundtable dis- 
cussions to be held at the Beverly 
Hills Hotel July 23-26 by exhib, 
distrib and production reps. . 
Delegates to represent the Mo- 
tion Picture Industry Council and 
affiliated organizations were an- 
nounced yesterday (Mon.). They 
include Y. Frank Freeman, Motion 
Picture Assn, of América, chair- 
man; Marvin Faris, Society of In- 
dependent Motion Picture Produc- 
ers, vice-chairman; Steve Broidy, 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers; Jesse L. Lasky, Sr., Screen 
Producers Guild; Ronald Reagan, 
Screen Actors Guild; Mark Rob- 





|} Son, Screen® Directors Guild; Ed- 


Mund Martmann, Screen Writers 
Guild; John Lerners, American 


Federal of Labor Film Council; 


Jack Gertsman, Unit Production 
Managers Guild, and B, B. Ka- 
hane and Allen Rivkin, MPIC prez 
aes V.p., respectively, ex-officio 
_ To acquaint exhibs with produc- 
tion operations, SPG is sending 
Copies of Dore Schary’s “Case His- 


tory of the M ” 
is. soe ovies” to delegates 





Completing the Cycle 
San Francisco, July 3. 

Louis B. Mayer, if and when 
he aligns with Louis R. Lurie. 
in the RKO’ Theatres takeover, 
which is persistent possibility, 
would be completing the cycle 
in that the veteran film produ- 
cer started as an exhibitor in 
Haverhill, Mass., with the late 
Nathan Gordon. 

The Lurie-Mayer alliance on 
the Howard Hughes theatre 
deal would not, of course, in 
any wise limit his intentions to 
continue his film production 
activities. Mayer was to have 
headed the Burbank plant had 
the Lurie-Warner . Bros. take- 
over, deal jelled and will head 
RKO production if Lurie suc- 
ceeds in present efforts to buy 
the RKO Pictures as well as 
theatre company. 


‘Caruso Certain 
To Crack Alltime 
Music Hall Mark 


Metro’s “The Great Caruso” be- 
came a certainty this week to break 
the alltime high gross record at 
Radio City Music Hall, N. Y, With 
that distinction the Mario Lanza- 
starrer also automatically takes the 
modern-day record for drawing 
more coin into a single house than 
any other picture. 


By winning a ninth round at the 
Music Hall as a result of hitting,) 
the holdover figure during the past 
weekend, “Caruso” was assured of 
displacing “Bells of St. Mary’s” as 
top honor-holder. RKO’s Bing 
Crosby-Ingrid Betgman - starrer 
racked up a $1,200,000 gross in nine 
weeks of the Christmas-New Year's 
season in 1 


“Caruso” moves into second 
place to “Bells” with completion 
of eight weeks of its run tonight 
(Wednesday). It will by that time 
have hit a total gross of about 
$1,148,000, outdistancing Alfred 
Hitchcock’s “Notorious,” which 
held the runnerup spot by virtue 
of $1,100,000 passing through the 
oaare tills during eight weeks of 

With a minimum tion 
of $125,000 for the ninth week, 
starting tomorrow (Thur.), “Caru- 
so” will have a total of $1,273,000, 
easily going ahead of “Bells.” Since 
there has been very little slacken- 
ing of attendance, the Lanza film 
could well go into a 10th or 11th 
week. That would give it longevity 
as well as grossing records at the 
house. 

‘Harvest’ Has Run Record 
mt‘long-run honors holder 
is Metro’s “Random Harvest,” with 
11 weeks (but only $1,090,000) in 
1942-43.: “Mrs. Miniver,” 
Metro entry, holds third place for 
(Continued on page 27) 


MANNIX DUE IN N.Y: 
FOR SCHENCK TALKS 


E. J, Mannix, Metro studio exec, 
is due in N. Y. from the Coast to- 
morrow (Thurs.) to confab with 
Loew's Metro prexy Nicholas M. 
Schenck and other homeoffice 
toppers. 

Top execs are giving thought to 
studio. operations in the wake of 
Louis B. Mayer’s departure. Lat- 
ter’s bowout means the M-G lot 
has only one specifically desig- 
nated official at the helm, produc- 
tion veepee Dore Schary. 

Martinix is a longtime ass@ciate 
of Schenck’s, the two having been 
together even before the forma- 
tion of M-G. He bably will 
return to Culver over 
weekend. Schary, now on. the 








the |and Los Angeles. 





Coast, has no plans for a trip east 
at present. 


TIGHTER SETUP 


With the various antitrust de- 
crees, television and general eco- 
nomic pressure having already 
sent the film business into a revo- 
lutionary _ spiral, industry seers 
view the next major overhaul 
likely to take place in the distri- 
bution system. There’s consider- 
able agreement among  home- 
office execs that as far as the sell- 
ing, billing and physical handling 
of films go, the industry is still 
in a one-horse era. 

Necessity of reversing rising 
operating costs has put the spot- 
light on the distribution ma- 
chinery. Company chieftains see 
a revision in the traditional dis- 
tributing setup as one means of 
making substantial cuts as they go 
about the quest to gear overhead 
to a lower per-film potential. 

The usual 32-city network of ex- 
changes will probably be the first 
thing to go. Lots of distribution 
execs think they could operate 
with about 15 branches in this day 
of fast automobiles, trains air- 
planes and telephones. They think 
that, if necessary, in key cities 
they could substitute small book- 
ing offices for the convenience of 
exhibs, rather than the large es- 
tablishments they now maintain. 

Another aspect certain to feel 
the economic revolution is the 
present extravagant method of 

(Continued on page 28) 


US. to See Dope Pic 


From Arg. Despite 
Strict MPAA Tabu 


With the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America maintaining a strict 
taby on even the mention of dope 
in any film made in the U. S., ex- 
hibs will nevertheless get a chance 
at a pic on illegal drug traffic. “It’s 
an Argentine import, “El Rey de 
Mota” (“King of the Weed Ped- 
diers”’). 

Film will have its North Ameri- 
can premiere at the Mayan, Los 
Angeles, next Monday (9). It was 
grabbed by operator Frank Fouce 
a few weeks ago at the height of 
newspaper publicity throughout 
the country on widespread drug 
addiction by teen-agers. “Pedro 
Lopez Lagar and Fanny Navarro 
costar in the 12-feeler. 

Argentine pic has been imported 
at-a time when pressure is tre- 

(Continued on page 27) 











NDUSTRY SEES (UABilings Cimb to 315G Last Week 


Tops Break-Even: 


Setup Still Clouded 





-* United Artists last week record- 


Blumberg’s N.Y. Trek 


Nate J. Blumberg, Universal 
prexy, is due in N. Y. from the 
Coast around mid-July. He’ll head- 
quarter at the homeoffice for 
about six weeks, then treks back 


west. 

Alfred E. Daff, U’s global sales 
chief, is set for a world tour be- 
ginning July 20. Another U trav- 
eler is William A. Scully, sales 
consultant, who’s off on a motor 
trip to the Coast via Canada. 


Answer Nears 


On Greene Try 
For RKO Bd. Rep 


Answer is expected within a 
week or two by the David J. 
Greene group on their efforts to 
obtain representation on the RKO 
Theatres *board. Should Howard 
Hughes and the present five-man 
directorate refuse the dissident 
stockholder group what it consid- 
ers “reasonable” representation, a 
proxy fight is certain. 

Greene, Wall St. broker and 
financial counselor, has been in 
talks recently with Sol A, Schwartz, 
prez of the RKO circuit, and the 
Irving Trust Co., which holds 
Hughes’ stock in the chain in 
trust. Schwartz and Irving Trust 
have presumably been in touch 
with Hughes, although he theoreti- 
cally has no further say in man- 
agement of the company. 

Hughes was forced to trustee his 
929,020 shares of stock in the the- 
atres (representing a 24% interest) 
under the consent decree which 
became effective last Jan. 1. Cir- 
cuit and -RKO picture company 
were divorced at that time. 

Greene, who between himself 
and his clients controls about 300,- 
000 shares of stock, has been 
squawking that the board has been 

(Continued on page 29) 


SKOURAS IN COAST HUDDLE. 








Schenck and Darryl Zanuck. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


‘Caruso’ Still the Top Note Among Nation’s B.O.’s, 
With ‘Strangers,’ ‘Little Girl,’ ‘Fabiola’ Strong 


First-run biz around the country 
was about on a par this stanza with 
the ‘previous one, which means that 
grosses lagged. Reports indicate 
that summer heat is being the fall 
guy for the slump, according to 
reports by i mai correspondents 
from key cities. 

“Great Caruso” (M-G) continues 
to hold first place among the box- 
office winners, getting the major 
coin in current playdates. How- 
ever, “Strangers on a Train” (WB) 


_| opened strong in 10 cities during 


the past week and will take the No. 
2 spot among the top 10. “Take 
Care of My Little Girl” (20th) 
moved up to third position from 
last week’s fourth place, just bare- 
ly nosing out “Fabiola,” which now 
ranks fifth. ' ; 

“Ace in the Hole” (Par) is doing 
strong bbdxoffice in current runs 
to warrant sixth place. “Tales of 
Hoffmann” ranks firmly in seventh 
place. “The Fro m” (20th) is 
just getting s but is showing 
plenty of strength. “Excuse My 
Dust” (M-G) also is looking 
healthy, with “Teresa” (M-G) in 
the-final bracket of the upper 10. 

Among the runnersup, “The 
Prince Who Was a Thief” is show- 
ing strength in two , Detroit 
“Strictly Dis- 
honorable” (M-G) was good in 
three keys, Indianapolis, Pitts- 
burgh and Louisville. “The Prow- 


dozen stands. 





ler” is throwing some weight in 
two spots, New York and Balti- 
more. 


Fewer current bookings have 
dropped “Best of the Bad Men” 
(RKO) from last week’s sixth posi- 
tion to the runnerup bracket, but 
biz is holding fairly firm on this 
oater. “Peking mgs wnat (Par) 
scored well in San cisco, as. 
did “Apache Drums” (U-I). 

“Secret of Convict Lake” (20th) 
is gathering momentum; drawing 
okay in San Francisco. and A 
holding up well in three 
date stands in latter city. “On the 
still le i the <diuing cpaglen 

n - up 
nicely in Washington and T : 

“Half Angel” (20th) is getting 
coin, standing out particularly 
well in three day-and-daters in 
Denver. “Kon-Tiki” (RKO) also 
continues to stand up, adding ex- 
tra coin in Los Angeles and New 
York. “I Was an American -Spy” 
(AA) started off strong in New 
York yesterday (Tues.) after me- 
dium-to-good results in about a 
“Dear Brat” (Par) 
has been spotty, in satis- 
factory grosses in Chicago, fairly 
big in Louisville but mild in Los 
Angeles. Latter pic opens today 
(Wed.) at the N. Y, Paramount 
with Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis. 


ed the greatest volume of domestic 
gross business in the past several 
years. Billings for the week 
climbed to about $315,000, accord- 
ing to one of the distrib’s officials. 

Gross tally is well in excess of 
the break-even fi¢cure anticipated 
by prexy Arthur B. Krim and his 
sssociates when they took over 
Eagle ‘.zon Classics last April. 
They figured they could wind up 
with a profit on a domestic gross 
take of about $285,000. However, 
unforeseen expenses have been 
cropping up, raising the amount of 
volume business required to come 
out of the red. 

Though the $315.00 rake-in was 
a healthy improvement, UA execs 
have a somewhat c!'ouded picture 
of the precise financial state of the 
company on a day-to-day basis, 
thus the exact amount of earned 
income which the week’s gross 
take reflects is not known. 

Reason for the vagueness in this 
respect is.that the distrib is op- 
erating with two different book- 
keeping systems, its own and the 
one which had been used by Eagle 
Lion Classics on its releases. 
Switching from the ELC method 
on the numerous pix which that 

(Continued on page 27) 


Texas Ready to Wage 
New Battle of Alamo If 
Wayne Does Pic in Mex 


San Antonio, July 3. 

Siege of the Alamo was just a 
bunny-hug compared’ with what 
John Wayne and Republic face if 
they go ahead with their plans to 
film the famed story of the Alamo 
in Mexico City. “Remember the 
Alamo” is threatened as a war cry 
by Texans to boycott the pic. 

Jesse Jones, financier and for- 
mer Reconstruction Finance Corp. 
chairman, is one of the leaders of 
a large group of Texans deter- 
mined to see that Wayne produces 
his pic somewhere near the San 
Antonio site of the Alamo, or no- 

( on page 29) 
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‘Caruso,’ as in May, Cops Ist at June 


B.0.; ‘Riviera’ 2d, Fabiola’ 3d, ‘Go’ 4th 





“Great Caruso” (M+G) did a re-+# 


peat boxoffice performance in June 
of its great May showing. Reports 
from Vartery correspondents in 
25 representative key cities show 
the Mario Lanza starrer again the 
No. 1 grosser in June by a wide 
margin. 

The Metro musical boxoffice 
winner, champ also in May by a 
great margin, grossed over §$1,- 
131,000 in the past month, which 
was more than $500,000 ahead of 
the second-place winner. “Caruso” 
grossed. better than $2,413,000 for 
the two months in key cities cov- 
ered by VARIETY. 

“On the Riviera” (20th) was an 
easy second in the boxoffice sweep- 
stakes last month, largely on 
streng showings for two successive 
weeks, when it was second best. 
The Danny Kaye starrer slipped 
back after that but still remained 
among the top nine the other two 
stanzas, 

“Fabiola” (UA) finished third, 
being good to terrific in nearly all 
playdates. It was second one week, 
third another and never slipped be- 
low fifth the four weeks it figured 
in competition. “Go For Broke” 
(M-G) captured fourth money, be- 
ing close on the heels of “Fabiola.” 

“The Thing’ (RKO), which was 
second in May, captured fifth posi- 
tion last month, making a showing 
all four weeks covered. “Folsom 
Prison” (WB) wound up sixth while 
“Hollywood Story” (U) was sev- 
enth. “Sealed Cargo” (RKO) fin- 
ished eighth, with “Tales of Hoff- 
mann” (Indie) ninth. “Great 
Divide” (WB) took 10th while 
“Half Angel” (20th) managed to 
land in 11th slot largely through in- 
tensified bookings one wéek, which 
got it up to second position. “Ap- 
pointment with Danger’ (Par) 
rounded out the top 12 list, doing 
very well on the few scattered 
bookings during the month. It was 
third in May. 

Runnerup films for May were 


“Apache Drums” (U), “Goodbye, 
My Fancy” (WB), and “Best of 
Badmen” (RKO). Showings by 


most of the pix in this classifica- 
(Continued on page 29) 


Show Biz to Testify 
Before Senate on Bill 
To Up Amus. Taxes 


Washington, July 3. 

Number of film exhibitors and 
other show biz reps will testify be- 
fore the Senate Finance Commit- 
tee on phases of the House-passed 
tax bill which would raise an addi- 
tional $7,400,000,000 in taxes an- 
nually. The Committee’s hearings, 
which opened last week, will con- 
tinue for several weeks before the 
committee begins its work of re- 
writing the measure in executive 
session. 

First witness before the commit- 
tee was Secretary of the Treasury 
John Snyder, who urged that the 
Senate jack up the House increases 
still higher to get more new money. 
While Snyder asked no increase in 
the 20% admissions levy, he did 
suggest a number of other in- 
creases of to the amuse- 
ment business. 

“The present taxes on most con- 
sumer durable goods,” said Snyder, 
“are comparatively low in relation 
to the level of other excise taxes, 
Particularly in light of pressing 
revenue demands. 

“For example, the present excise 
tax on such afticles as television, 
radio, and a number of electrical 
appliances. amount to only about 
6% of the retail price, compared 
with 17% for such items as admis- 
sions. In view of the special cir- 
cumstances of the defense pro- 
gram, which require reduced pro- 


(Continued on page 29) 


Swanson In Indie Pic 
From Lieberson Novel 


Hollywood, July 3. 








“Three For Bedroom C.” from [ 


novel by: Columbia Records exec 
Goddard L*iberson, brings Gloria 
Swanson back to the sereen for 
her first role since “Sunset Boule- 
-vard” (Par). It will be made in- 
dependently by Milton Bren and 
Edward Alperson. 

Lensing is slated to start next 
month, in Technicolor. Film will 
be made without a: release set. 





Hersholt Heads MPRF 
For 15th Straight Year 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Motion Picture Relief Fund re- 
elected Jean Hersholt president for 
the 15th cOnsecutive year. All 
the other incumbents were re- 
turned to office, including Ralph 
Morgan, George Bagnall, Mitchel 
Lewis and Francis Goodrich as vee- 
pees; E. L. DePatie, treasurer, and 
Wilma Bashor, executive secretary. 

During the past year the Fund 
furnished medical and various aids 
to a total of 7,628 film workers and 
their families. 


Disney N.Y. Suit 
Seeks Restraint 
On Puppet ‘Alice’ 


Dispute involving the two dif- 
ferent “Alice in Wonderland” pro- 
ductions was placed before the 
U. S. District Court in N. Y. this 
week, with Walt Disney, as plain- 
tiff, charging his version repre- 
sents. a $4,125,000 investment 
which would be jeopardized. by 
concurrent release of the Lou 
Bunin European-made adaptation. 
Latter, Disney asserted,’ is “in- 
ferior,” and was severely rapped 
by the critics when shown in Paris 
some time ago. 


Defendants in the action are 
Souvaine Selective Films, distribu- 
tor of the Bunin pic, and Harry 
Brandt, whose N. Y. circuit in- 
cludes the Mayfair, where it is set 
to open in competition with the 
Disney cartoon feature at the near- 
by Criterion in late summer. Dis- 
ty co-plaintiff is his distrib, 


Souvaine, the complaint charges, 
is bent on getting its film in re- 
lease in principal cities across the 
country at a time either immedi- 
ately. preceding or simultaneous 
with the exhibition of Disney’s 
“Alice.” This would result in 
much publie confusion and “irrep- 
arable damage” to the Hollywood 
film-maker, it’s claimed. The 
Bunin. puppet production, if al- 
lowed to go unrestrained, would 
reap benefits from the heavy ad- 
vertis and’ publicity buildup 
-_ ey’s pic, it’s further 
said. 

Claim No Infringement 

While not claiming any copy- 
right infringement, the complaint 
reports Disney in 1945 announced 

(Continued on page 28) 


J. B. Mahon to Make 2 
In Cairo; Eyes Others 


J. Barrett Mahon, president of 
International Film Investment 
Corp., which turned out “Tokyo 
File 212,” RKO release, disclosed 
last week he’s set to produce two 
films in Cairo and has tentative 
deals to make one each in Austria 
and France. 








Mahon said he has an agreement | - 
with Nahas Studios, Cairo, where- |: 
by latter will provide facilities and | « 


British pounds for the two pix. 
Egyptian outfit receives Eastern 
Hemisphere rights to the films, 
with Mahon taking Western Hemi- 
sphere distribution. ve 

Mahon, reported the first, which 
is to start shooting at the end of 
September, will be based on “Curse 
of the Cat,” story by Ken Krip- 
pene. Second will concern smug- 
gling in the Red Sea area. He said 
his tentative deals call for co- 
production with Sacha Kanenka of 
a musical in France, plus a joint 
production with Quartet Produe- 
tions, British outfit, of one pic in 
Austria. 





U Names Holguin 

Alfredo R. Holguin has been 
named Universal’s general mana- 
ger in Mexico. He succeeds Vin- 
cent Palmeri, resigned. © 

Holguin has been with U since 
October, 1950. He had been with 
Metro from 1930 to’ 1947, when he 
switched to Selznick International 
as manager for Mexico and special 
homeoffice . rep for that co 
and Central America. weeks 


| 12 Leaders for Jane 


1. “Great Caruso” (M-G). 
. “On Riviera” (20th). 

. “Fabiola” (UA). 

. “Go for Broke” (M-G). 
“The Thing” (RKO). 
“Folsom Prison” (WB). 
“H’wood Story” (U). 
“Sealed Cargo” (RKO). 
. “Tales Hoffmann” (Indie). 
. “Great Divide” (WB). 

. “Half Angel” (20th). 

. “Appoint. Danger” (Par). 


Advance to Capote 
Pays Off for 20th, 


> cob 


COIM eH 





Financial aid which: 20th-Fox ad- 
vanced to Truman Capote imme- 
diately after the war to help him 
finish his first book is paying off 
currently in giving the studio an 
option on his forthcoming volume. 
New book is “The Grass Harp,” 
which Random House has slated 
for October release. 

20th-Fox is understood to have 
advanced $1,500 to Capote, the 
same fee which it gave a number 
of other young writers to encour- 
age them to work on novels. The 
fee included an option on the au- 
thor’s original book, “Other Voices, 
Other Rooms,” .which 20th did not 
pick up. " 

It also included an option on his 
second book, “A Tree of Night,” 
but since that consisted only of 
short stories, Capote extended the 
eption to his third book, “Harp.” 
The first chapter is in the current 
Harper’s Bazaar. 


Douglas to Make ‘Sky,’ 
‘Hand’ for Winchester 


Hollywood, July 3. 


Winchester Pictures signed Kirk 
Douglas to a two-film contract, 
starting July 23 with “The Big 
Sky,” to be produced by Howard 
Hawks on location in the Jackson 
Hole area. 

Second will be “The Left Hand 
of God,” based on a novel by Wil- 
liam Barrett, with William Faulk- 
ner doing the screenplay. ° 








Publicists Picket Rep. 
In N.Y. Dismissals 


Publicist members of Screen Em- 
ployees Guild, District 65, picketed 
Republic’s N. Y. homeoffice Mon- 
day (2) in a one-day protest against 
the firing of six members of Rep’s 
publicity staff. Demonstration also 
was held in front of Brandt's New 
York Theatre, where a Rep picture 
was playing. 

Further protests-and action were 
expected to be determined at a 
meeting of the guild last night 
(Tues.). Ne meetings, however, 
have been scheduled between 
guild reps and management. Prin- 
cipal beef of the union is that Rep 
has indicated that it does not in- 
tend to recognize the guild con- 
tract, which means that discharged 
workers won't receive severance 
pay. Letouts received only four 
hours’ notice when pink-slipped 
June 22. The discharged workers 
were Milton Silver, Tom McCabe, 
Al Slep, Irving Kerr, Jack Harris 
and Norman Pader. 


N. Y. to Euro 
» Kathy Beaumont . 
Gertrude Berg 
Milton Berle { 
Skip Casey 
Marguerite Chapman 
’ Anita Colby 
Robert W. Dowling 
Donald Flamm 





Will Hays , te 
Mrs. Francis Head» 
George S. Kaufman 
Isaac D. (Ike) Levy ~“ 
Leveen MacGrath 
Joyce Matthews 

Ken McEldowney 
Mike Nidorf 

Roberta Peters 
Claude C. Philippe 
Irving Schneider 
Robert Shackleton 





Edgar Van Blohm 
| Beulah Zachary 


Gets Option on Novel! 








Bill Nixing ‘Non-Proft oft Show 








+ Although there ts a divisicn of | 


Set Chodorov, Garmes a, of “Aiperlc, guar thee 
On Main St. Film Gonevenstonal proposal se" 


Vet caméraman Lee Garmes was 
signed last week by Cinema Pro- 
ductions to camera “Main Street 
to Broadway,” which CP’ will pro- 
duce in N. Y. late this summer in 
association with Council of the Liv- 
ing Theatre. 

Cinema also added screenwriter 
Jerome Chodorov to roster of 
scribes writing special material for 
the Robert E. Sherwood story. 
Shepard Traube, screen and N. Y. 
legit director, has been named an 
assistant to producer Lester Cowan. 


Pix Out m Cold On 
Billboarding As 
Others in Grab 


Billboards, once one of the top 
ballyhoo media in the pic biz, have 
been gobbled up by other indus- 
tries to the extent that it’s virtu- 
ally impossible te buy, borrow, rent 
or steal a board to plug a picture. 
And distribs are bemoaning the 
loss, blaming both themselves and 
the exhibs for allowing other lines 
of business to steal their thunder. 


Long-term leases on roadside 24- 
sheet boards by liquor, cereal, to- 
bacco and automobile ~manufac- 
turers have just about eliminated 
the pix industry from the field. 

Situation has become so acute 
that the industry as a whole may 
be asked to join up in a big board- 
building project. Edwin W. Aaron, 
western division sales chief for 
20th-Fox, in his regional sessions 
has been urging the construction 
of boards so that the dormant me- 
dium of advertising may be revived. 
Aaron ventured the opinion this 
week in N. Y¥. that the project 
might be undertaken by Council of 
Motion Picture Organizations on a 
national scale. 


Exhibs started tapering off on 
the use of 24-sheets during the -biz 
boom of World War II. There was 
a time when Loew’s theatres used 
around 200 24-sheet boards in the 
w York area alone on a single 
. It’s now estimated that 
mere than 400 24-sheets are 
in the entire country the- 
Metro once had 2; 
under contract across the 


Hugh Owen Recuping 
Hugh Owen, eastern and south- 
ern division. manager for Para- 
mount, is recovering from a re- 
cent illness that had him confined 
to Doctors’ Hospital, N. Y. He'll 
be away from his desk for some 
time. . 
Al Kane, his assistant, who head- 
quartered in Boston, has been 
brought in to New York to sub. 


_N. Y. to L. A. 


Bill Blowitz 
Ann Blyth 
Howard Connell 
Ed Dukoff 


- Jose Ferrer 
Adele Fletcher 
Bert Friedlob 
Kim Hunter 

Abe Lastfogel 

Doretta Morrow 

Don Prince 


George Seaton 
Edward E. Sullivan 


to N. Y. 


Gertrude Applebaum 

Valerie Cardew — , 

Valentina Cortesa 

Bette Davis 

Victor di Sabata 

C. S. Forrester 

Lovat Fraser 

Franklin M. Heller 
Kaye * 

Arthur B. Krim 

Joseph ‘A. McConville 

Gian-Carlo Menotti — 


» Dick. Nadet=' 
Cecil Tennant 
Jerome Whyte ° 
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admission taxes on shows given by 
non-profit. organizations, TOA wil; 
argue against the bill at hearings 
of the Senate Finance Committee 
this mofith. Gael Sullivan, exec qj. 
rector of TOA, said this week that 
the exhib organization did not want 
to be labeled as being opposed to 
cultural groups surviving, but that 
the broad aspects of the measure 
were dangerous to the film biz. 

Opponents to fighting the bij 
base their objections on the theory 
that the-elimination of the tax -for 
non-profit groups might be* the 
opening wedge in having the tax 
removed, or at least réduced, for 
commercial enterprises. Majority 
segment, however, “the posi- 
tion that enactment of the law 
would create unfair competition 
which would spawn fly-by-night 
promoters of attractions in the 
name of charity. 

Council of Motion Picture Organ. 
izations originally suggested the 
danger in having the tax removed 
for the non-profit orgs, but it 
couldn’t go ahead with a campaign 
because of the disagreement with- 
in the TOA ranks. With TOA now 
ready to step into the fight, 
COMPO will take an active part 
in the move to kill the proposal, 

Metropolitan Motion Picture 
Theatres Assn., N. Y., led off the 
fight three weeks ago with a flood 
of telegrams to the House Ways and 
Means Committee in Washington. 

(Continued on page 28) 


$758,378 Tax Credit 
By Govt. to Loew’s; 
12-Week Net Jumps 


Earnings statement from Loew's 
this week digclosed the film com- 
pany has a’ Federal tax credit of 
$758,378 for the 40 weeks ended 
last June 7. Figure represents ad- 
justments of -payments to the 
Treasury Department in prior 
years. 

Loew’s net profit for the 12 
weeks ended June 7 jumped to $1,- 
341,754, equivalent to 26c per com- 
mon share. Tax credit for the 12- 
week period was listed at $290,781. 
Net take cémpares with $1,032, 
478, or 20c per share, for the cor- 
responding period in 1950. 

New quarterly profit brings 
Loew’s earnings for the first 40 
weeks of the current “fiscal year 
to $5,567,619, or $1.08 per common 
share. This is $6,019,441, 
or $1.17 per share, for the 40 weeks 
ended Juzse 8, 1950. -- 
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Skiatron to Lease Its Own Theatre TV 


Ina Month; No Capital Outlay Needed 





with exhibs scrambling for+ 
Jarge-screen tele apparatus as a re- 
sult of the unquestioned success 
of the two recent exclusive fight 
proadcasts, the movement toward 
theatre TV was given a further 
hypo during the past week by a 
disclosure of Arthur Levey, prez 
of Skiatron. He said that the com- 
any will have on the market with- 
in a month a system which it will 
Jease to theatres, thus requiring no 
capital outlay by exhibitors. 

The $15,800 equipment cost be- 
ing asked by RCA, plus a heavy 
installation charge, has been one 
of the factors discouraging rapid 
growth of theatre tele. Paramount's 
delayed-fillm system is even more 
expensive than RCA’s by several 
thousand dollars. 

Levey’s proposal is to charge 10c 
per seat per performance, with an 
exhib guaranteeing payment for at 
least one performance a_ week. 
That would mean. an outlay of) 
$5,200 a year for a 1,000-seat house. 


There will be no charge for in- 
stallation, but a $25 monthly main- 
tenance fee: RCA and Par also 
make a monthly . maintenance 
charge. 

Levey classifies the RCA and 
Paramount systems as “the Cadil-: 
lacs of large-screen television.” He 
adds that Skiatron is aiming to be 
“the Ford of the industry.” System 
uses no cathode ray tube, substitut- 
ing for it an ultrasonic cell, accord- 
ing to the Skiatron prexy. He 
added that the equipment is de- 
signed principally for small houses. 


Result of the fight broadcasts was 
to give Par and RCA so many or- 
ders for equipment that they won't 
be able to catch up with them for 
months. Hope is, however, to have 
more than 100 houses with large- 
screen equipment by the end of 
this year, which has been the in- 
dustry’s goal. 

Par Mum 

Par has been keeping mum on 
the exact number of orders it has 
received, but it is understood to be 
between 50 and 100. In any event, 
there are so many that they will 
chew up its allocation of materials 
for the next nine months under 
(Continued on page 29) 


Goldwyn Got Fair 
~ Detroit Terms, Quiz 
Tries to Prove in Suit 





Old Bettors Never Die 
Chicago, July 3. 
While the whiff of liniment 

and sawdust was lacking at last 
week’s theatre telecast of the 
Murphy-LaMotta fight at the 
State-Lake and Tivoli theatres 
here, observers during the bout 
noted some ringside color that 
theatre’s management (Balaban 
& Katz) hadn’t counted on. 
. Besides a majority. of shirt- 
sleeved fight fans in the gal- 
lery and plenty of arm-flaiiing, 
old guard arena-ites, it was 
noted, were carrying on bet- 
ting transactions in the bal- 
cony. 


$5,000,000 For 
Theatre Lines 
Seen by AT&T 


Incidental effect of success of 
the recent exclusive theatre fight 
telecasts is reportedly a decision 


by the American. Telephone and 
Telegraph Co. to spend $5,000,000 
on putting lines into theatres. 
AT&T, it is said, hopes in this way 
to head off strong demand by ex- 
hibs on the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission for air chan- 
nels for large-screen. tele. 


AT&T reportedly now sees a 
large future in theatre TV and 
wants a permanent place in the 
picture. Except.for some inci- 
dental loops, it would be out in 
the cold should the FCC provide 
air channels for theatre tele, thus 
obviating use of the telephone 
i coaxial cable installa- 

on, 


Motion picture industry goes be- 
fore the FCC Sept. 17 with . its 
plea for allocation of channels. 
AT&T strategy, it is said, is to 
weaken the industry’s case by in- 
forming the Commission it has 
budgeted a large sum of money 
and is readying extensive facilities 
which would make theatre tele 
feasible without use of valuable 
space in TV’s limited spectrum. 

Theatre tele proponents said this 
week they would not be deterred 


Efforts to prove that Samuel | from 


Goldwyn was getting fair terms for 
his product in Detroit were appar- 
ent by the line of the questions 
quod Se Janes A. Mulvey, sae 
wyn uctions prexy, in de 
tions taken in New. York last week. 
Testimony was taken by attorneys 
for Detroit theatre interests against 
which Goldwyn, a number of other 
indies and the Society of Independ- 
ent Motion Picture Producers filed 
an $8,500,000 restraint-of-trade suit 
Several years ago. hha 
Deposition-taking, in the Para- 
mount board room, ran from Tues- 
day (26) through Friday (29) last 
Week. It may resume with rmeegy 4 
as witness again next Monday (9) 
if Detroit attorneys are ready to 


Attorneys for the def 
Were Rockwell T. Gust for Uni 
Detroit Theatres, William Henry 
Gallagher for Cooperative Theatres 
of Michigan, James E. erty for 
UDT topper Earl H 
David Newman for 
James F, Sharkey. 
Tepresented by Stewart Kerr and 
James Dresbach of 
counsel, , ¥ 

Although the ‘testimony was 
taken in closed session, it is under- 


gardl 
‘AT&T facilities being available. 
They said that anything could be 
sent over the air that could be 
sent over cable, and they saw no 
reason to cut AT&T in on their 
profits. 


WB’s RCA Big-Screen 
TV in Broadway Debut 


In a elosed circuit telecast from 
the National Broadcasting Co. stu- 
in -N. Y., Warner Bros. 

(Tues.) no no gg tap ere 
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TELE FIGHTS KEY 
TO 8.0. WARNINE 


Washington, July 3. 

Motion picture exhibitors ‘were 
adviséd today (Tueés.) ‘by Abram 
Myers, general counsel for Allied 
States, to think carefully before 
turning their theatres into “prize- 
fight arenas.” 

Myers found it only natural, 
“times being what they are,” that 
the standout crowds at the Louis- 
Savold and the Murphy-La Motta 
fights “seem to have started a 
stampede toward large-screen tel- 
evision.” But, he pointed out, the 
cost of a TV installation is high, 
first-class fights are few, the .atti- 
tude of other sports toward thea- 
tre TV has not crystallized, public 
reaction to paying for programs 
remains in doubt and “the ulti- 
mate effect on regular movie at- 
tendance is not known.” 

Prompted by a sportswriter’s ac- 
count of the scene at the local 
Keith’s. showing of the Murphy-La 
Motta fight, Myers suggested it 
might be well to consider the pos- 
sible effects of such showings on 
the typical moviegoer. The writer 
(Francis Stann, of: the Evening 
Star) reported that the theatre 
took on the atmosphere of the 
arena, with vendors selling pea- 
nuts and soft. drinks, the shirt- 
sleeved crowd booing and cheer- 
ing, drowning out the fight an- 
nouncer’s descriptions and rushing 
to the exits when the fight ended 
and the film resumed. 

Color Tele for the Blood? 

“Of course,” said Myers, “the 
scene would have been more uplift- 
ing if color television had been 
employed so that the audience 
could have enjoyed the gore cours- 
ing down LaMotta’s ugly mug.” 

Certainly, Myers asserted, this is 
not the atmosphere that refined 
theatre patrons are accustomed to. 
“Will they be willing to space their 
movie-going so as to avoid these 
brawls,” he asked, “or will the 
theatre lose caste in their estima- 
tion? The experience would hardly 
endear the theatre to them as a 
place of polite entertainment.” 

If it is necessary to take in many 


(Continued on page 29) 


Banks Eager To 
Lend on Vidpix 


‘Hollywood, July 3. 
Attitude of California banks to- 
ward television film financing has 
done an about-face in the last six 
months. The welcome sign is 





once were shunted from the door. 
Bernard Giannini, veepee in 
charge of. film loans at the Bank 
of America, turned down al! vid- 
film financing half a year ago, but 
now that institution has changed 
its attitude, An official of bank 
said: “We are reafy to finarce a 
television loan if it looks good.” 
Security-First National is report- 
ed backing several. TV deals and 
considers the outlook promisihg, 
although it is holding off on indie 
California Bank has bankrolled 
at least one series of video films, 
and is definitely interested in the 
future of in, that me- 





PINE-THOMAS BUYS 10 
OF ITS PIX FROM PAR 


- Hollywood, July 3. 
Pine-Thomas closed a deal for 
complete possession of 10 of the 
20 pictures they produced for Para- 
mount over a period of years. Pre- 
viously, ownership of the films 
was shared 


Pictures involved are “Wildcat,” 
¢ “ “Tornado.” 


Teeking . Crew,” . 
“Take It Big,” “Dangerous Pas- 
“Follow That Woman,? 
“Swamp Fire,” “Fear in_ the 
Night,” “ " ani- “Caged 
Fury.” They are destined for re- 
issue. not for television, according 
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At Current Economics, Theatre TV 


hanging out for TV producers who | },,. 





Can't Show Big Profit, Exhibs Feel 





No TV Rep-ercussion 

Exhib protests against Re- 
public’s decision to release its 
old product to television has 
had no effect on its. sales to 
theatres; exec v.p. James R. 
Grainger said this week. 
Grainger admitted that he had 
received a number of squawks, 
particularly from.Allied States 
Assn. exhib units, but said 
that these had not taken the 
form of booking cancellafions 
or reticence in huying Rep. 
product. , 

Grainger “said he had re- 
ferred all protests to Rep. 
prexy Herbert J: Yates. His 
own idea, however, he added, 
was that sale:.of current. re- 
leases to tele might hurt the- 
atres, but no harm could come 
by permitting. use of old pix. 


te 
Par, Skiatron To 
d 
Cut Exhibs in On 
Subscription TV 

Aiming to Lead off exhib oppo- 
sition, sponsors of two new sys- 
tems of subscription. tele—Para- 
mount and Skiatron—are planning 
to cut theatremen. into the pay-as- 
you-go TV picture. Recognizing 
that their stiffest fight for both 
air channels and films will come 
from exhibs, Pav and Skiatron 
hope to ease the pain for the the- 
atremen by giving them a partici- 
pation in the new setups. 

Par, which recently paid $300,- 
000 for a half-interest in the Tele- 
meter device, is understood to have 
a twofold plan for assuaging ex- 
hibs. First, it will give them the 
initial option on franchises on han- 
dling the coin-box tele mechanism 
for homes in their territories. Sec- 
ond, it is reported considering a 
plan whereby theatres would get 
first-runs on pix and Telemeter 
would get them subsequently. 

Skiatron tly attempting to 


, curren 
get Federal Communications Com- 


mission a for 
Now ‘Tock tect al te Golaniee 
vision system, " 


Both schemes are strictly in the 
idea stage as yet. Neither has been 
presented to distribytors for their 
approval, which would be neces- 
sary, and are many angles 
yet to be solved on the exhibitor 
participation. 


particular ? Also, there’ 
(Continued on p ge 38) ; 


Judge Raps ‘Streetcar’ 

In Limiting Chi Run 
Chicago; July. 3. 

Federal Judge Michael Ig»e 

blasted Warners’ “Streetcar Named 

Desire” last week as “an immoral 

picture,” after attorneys for the 


distrib appealed to the jurist to 


permit an extension of the two- 
week limitation in the Loop for the 





Tennessee Williams epic and “Ca»- | 
.”-. Latter 


tain Horatio Hornblower 


| Slated for production 
Korda 





+ While circuit operators are con- 


vinced a good, exclusive show can 
draw capacity audiences to theatre 
television, some of them are equal- 
ly certain they can’t become rich 
piping in the special presentations. 
At least for the time being. 


Following their experience with 
the recent boxing bouts, exhibs are 
reappraising the new item in pro- 
gramming from the standpoint of 
payoff economics. They have yet 
to receive notice of exact amounts 
due for the fight pickups, 
they’ve ascertained there was lit- 
tle if any immediate profit. 


It was learned a formula deal 
was worked out determining the 
amount of payment by each theatre 
to the International Boxing Club, 
which promcted the fights, based 
on seating capacity. It was-said to 
vary slightly according to location 
of the film houses but roughly 
amounts to 40¢c per seat. This was 
the principal item on the bill, 
Added to it were the costs for tech- 
nical servicing, such as coaxial 
cable and telephone charges. 


The 11 theatres which carried 
the Murphy-LaMotta go last Wed- 
nesday (27), with a combined seat- 
ing capacity of about 26,000, paid 
about $10,400 to the IBC. Though 
the participating houses had capac- 
ity or near-capacity gates, the 40c- 
per-seat bite left little réom for 
profit. 

In addition to immediate charges 
for each event televised, an impor- 
tant factor in the financial figuring, 
of course, is the initial outpay of 
special TV equipment. This 
amounts to about $15,800 on an 
RCA installation which, while not 
too hefty a sum for the large first- 
runs, obviously represents top 
money for the smaller spots. 

Cost factor, however, is not de- 
terring the TV-minded exhibs. As 
more and more theatremen partici- 
pate in picking up telecasts, both 
the rights to the special shows and 

(Continued on page 6) 


Some Korda Pix May 
Bypass Theatres In 
US. for Television 


Some of Sir Alexander Korda’s 


im Distributing . May be 
released exclusively for television 
if their boxoffice value is doubt- 
ful, prexy I. E. Lopert said in 
N. Y. last week. Films earmarked 
for possible TV exhibition’ will be 





| selected from a group of 10 on 


Lopert’s Korda sked. Films dis- 
posed of for television will bypass 
commercial theatre exhibition com- 
pletely, Lopert said. 

Lopert, accompanied by Morris 
Helprin, Korda’s U. S. rep, planed 
to England Thursday (28) to dis- 
cuss future product with Korda and 
to look at recently completed pix. 
Latter includes “Outcast of the 
Islands,” a Joseph Conrad story, 
and “Cry the duction. shortly. by 

are “Sleeping - Beauty, 
“Gilbert and Sullivan” and “Soun 
Barriers.” f 

Before hopping overseas, Lopert 

said that his company would ex- 


ee eed tae 
is not p to open exchanges, 


but sales reps will be set up in 12 
key cities to handle distrib’s prod- 
uct. The more important pix in 
the fineup are “Tales of Hoff- 
mann,” “The Wooden Horse,” 
“Women Without Names” and the 
pair recently finished in England, 
“Outcast” and “Beloved Country.” 
Lopert said “Hoffmann” had re- 
turned -a gross to the distrib of 
$300,000 in 10 weeks. Pic has 
played in eight cities to date and 
to stay’ at the Bijou, 

N. Y., until next summer on a 


the view of acauiring U. S. 


for those that apprar suitable for 
the, market. ; 
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- Chicago, July 3. 
Anti-trust legal fireworks flared 
anew this week. In the face of 


their extensive efforts to avert ex- 
pensive courtroom contests with 
exhibs, film distribs found them- 
selves the target of a barrage of 
eight new antitrust suits in which 
total damages of close to $11,000,- 
000 are demanded. Balaban & Katz 
chain is co-defendant in the suits. 


All eight actions were instituted 
in Chicago Federal Court, charg- 
ing conspiracy and other unfair 
business practices. Regardless of 
the outcome of the allegations, the 
suits impose new financial burdens 
on film companies. While very few 
of such cases through the years 
have been carried to ultimate ver- 
dicts in behalf of the plaintiffs, 
the costs of merely litigating the 
issues amount to heavy drains on 
the financial resources of the pic 
outfits. Close to 140 other cases 
now are pending. 

In another Chicago action, the 
Department of Justice re-entered 
the film industry scene,. pouncing 
en a group of drive-in theatres 
with restraint of trade charges. 





Chicago, July 3. 

Federal Grand Jury last week 
indicted Essaness Theatre Corp. 
and five other local drive-in opera- 
tors in alleged conspiracy in re- 
siraint of trade. 

Findings of Department of Jus- 
tice, which were passed on to the 
Grand Jury nearly three weeks 
ago, cited the ozoner operators for 
fixing uniform and non-competitive 
admission prices and for refraining 
to place a group tariff on autos. 
Government said the price-fixing 
denied the public films at prices 
which should be determined com- 
mensurate with a free and compet- 
itive market. It was also stated 
that distribs were deprived of the 
benefit of pictures it had sold in 
accordance with Chi’s open distri- 
bu‘ion system. 

Case was turned over to Chi 
Federal Court, with no date set as 
yet for a hearing. Named in addi- 
tion to Essaness, which manages 
the Four-Screen, Harlem, and 
North Ave. ozoners, are the Star- 
lite Drive-In, ABC Theatricals, 
Ltd., Double Drive-in Corp., Illi- 
nois Drive-In Theatres Co., Inc., 
Oak Lawn Drive-In Theatre, and 
Frank Fink and Irving Gandell, 
who own the Harlem and North 
Ave. Theatres and lease to Essan- 
ess on a percentage deal. Named 
as co-conspirator but not a defend- 
ant in the case is Louis Jelinek, op- 
erstor of ‘the Sky-Hi drive-in. 

Ozoner operators had formed a 
group tagged as Assn. of Drive-In 
Owners in March of this year for 
the purpose of joint advertising, 
standard 80c admission and policy 
of single features. Department of 
Justice had been investiga‘ing the 

oup for the past two months, be- 
ore turning over its findings to the 
grand jury. 


7 Trust Suits Launched 
Vs. B&K, Major Cos. 


Seven antitrust cases were simul- 
taneously heaped on Balaban & 
Katz and the eight major film coni- 
panies Friday (29). All seven cases 
coming at this time result from the 
theory that June 30 was the dead- 
line for getting ‘cases filed under 
the statute of limitations. 

Cases filed total nearly $9,000,000 
and cite injuries running from 1931 
to 1948. Largest of is Chi’s 
D-ive-in Theatre’s $1,800,000 de- 
mand. 

Suit, filed by attorney Tom Mc- 
Connell, is on behalf of Nathaniel 


Barger, local theatreman, who co-| 


incidentally, was indicted by the 
Federal Grand Jury on the same 
d-y for alleged price-fixing at his 
drive-in. : 
Avenue,. Bell and Savoy here 
brought charges against B&K, its 
subsid, Great States, and eight ma- 
jors for a combined $2,370,000 tre- 
b'e damages. Charges in these three 
cases run the course over the past 
10 years, and all charge conspiracy 
for being relegated to late positions 
in the release system. All three 
cases were filed by attorney John 
F. Sullivan, repping operators 
Nathan Fadim and Leon Kaplan. 
Sullivan’s second set of three 
su.is was filed on behalf of opera- 
tors Marvin Lowenthal and Samuel 
Roberts, and asks treble damages 
of $2,280,000. Theatres are the 
White Palace, Cal and Homan, all 
with cally the same coniplaint 


- 





PICTURES : 
~ Via SI,00.000in Chi Law Suits| = 


of designated playing position. Lat- 
ter six suits name Warner Theatres 
and Warner Cireuit ment fh 
addition to the eight film compa- 
nies and circuits. 


Indie Alamo, Chi Nabe, 
* Sues for $1,980,000 


Independent Alatio Theatre, 
westside nabe house, hung a 
$1,980,000 antitrust rap last week 
on Balaban & Katz and the majors 
in Chi Federal Court for 13 years’ 
alleged injuries, dating from~1933 
to 1947. : 

Alamo, 1,500-seater, charges con- 
spiracy between B&K and distribs, 
designed to prohibit plaintiff from 
playing pix until nine*weeks after 
completion of Loop run. Suit, 
filed by attorney Tom McConnell, 
names RKO, 20th, Universal, Co- 
lumbia, Warners and Paramount, 
in addition to circuit. 
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feeling of self-achievement experi- 
enced by one who sits on a flagpole 
for 100 days. Secondly, there was 
the individual who had a sincere 
and deep sense of social obliga- 
tion, and it appeared to him that 
he could best find an outlet for this 
expression in the ranks of the 
Marxists. Third, there were the 
careful characters, those who 
thought that while the democratic 
way of life might continue to exist 
and prosper, there was always the 
chance that a Communist system 
might overcome the democratic 
way of life in the final struggle. 
These people said, ‘Just to be safe 
I’m going to keep a foot in each 
camp.’ 

“There was another large group 
who suffered from a weird assort- 
ment of neuroses and who took 
these neuroses with them into Com- 
munism, trying to solve their 
problems within the framework of 
the Marxist philosophy. 

“Finally, there were those for 
whom no brief can be held at all, 
except to say that they were 
stupid.” 
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The English are anxious to get 
them under way as rapidly as pos- 
sible, since Parliament recesses at 
the. end of July and the British 
government takes on something of 
a limited holiday status. 
Meantime, it is now definite that 
James A. Mulvey, prez of Samuel 
Goldwyn Productions, will be 


part of the American negotiating | to 


team. He represented the Society 
of Independent Motion Picture 


‘Producers in discussions on the 


original Anglo-U. S. pact in 1948 
and the extension last year. 

Ellis G. Arnoll, SIMPP prez, who 
also sat in on the 1948 huddles, 
will be absent from the new meets. 

John G. McCarthy, director of 
the international divisian of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
and Joyce O’Hara, acting prez of 
the org, will represent the majors. 
McCarthy leaves New York on the- 
Queen Elizabeth Saturday (7) and 


|O’Hara will depart by air July 11. 


Final discussions on U. S. in 
dustry’s attitude on various Euro- 
toe problems to be faced by Mc- 

arthy will take place in New York 
tomorrow (Thurs.) when company 
prexies and foreign ruanagers meet. 
re agi will chairman the discus- 
sion. 

In addition to England, Mc~ 
Carthy will visit France, Spain, 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Ger- 
many and-Italy. He may also get 
to Finland. He anticipates attend- 
ing the Venice Film Festival early 
in September and returning to the 
U. S. immediately after that. 

Principal items on the board 
agenda for tomorrow’s session is 
¥ank attitude on the British Eady 
Plan. That’s a measure for increas- 
ing taxes and the added 
returns with the industry. It has 
been approved by the House of 
Commons (see story in Internation- 
al Section) and by the British trade 
associations. Americans stil} must 
okay it, however, before it can be- 
come effective. ‘ 

Acceptance of the plan is a 
major item in negotiations which 
the Yanks will undertake on the 
new Anglo-U. S. pact. 





Carthy’s departure for Europe 
Saturday (7).. Latin American rep 
will be in New York about two 
weeks before returning to B. A. 


Report French 
In Pitch for $$ 
On Co-op Plan 


French film industry is under- 
stood preparing a pitch for Ameri- 
can distrib dollars to finance a co~ 
operative releasing and promotion 
organization for Gallic pix in the 
U. S. Provision of coin for such an 
operation will be thrown at Yank 
negotiators as the price of retain- 
ing the present quota of 121 pix 
annually in France or increasing it 
slightly. 

There has been a tentative sug- 
gestion. to John G. McCarthy, di- 
rector of the international division 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, that its members put up 


$250,000 for the project. Plan has 
been discussed by the MPAA, but 
is highly unlikely of acceptance. 
In some form it- might be consid- 
ered as a last resort, but even then 
the Americans would want a large 
quid pro quo—probably complete 
lifting of the quota. 

Presentation of the demands by 
the French will be made at meet- 
ings in Paris next month on a new 
Franco-U. S. film pact to replace 
the 1948 revision of the Blum- 
Byrnes agreement, which now pre- 
vails. The 121 pic quota is based 
on the latter covenant. MvCarthy 
will go to Paris for the new talks 
following discussions in London in 
mid-July on a new Anglo-U. S. deal. 
It is not certain yet whether Joyce 
O’Hara, acting prez of the MPAA, 
and reps of the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers, 
who will accompany McCarthy to 
— will also go to Paris with 

m. 

The import quota system is now 
the only major question facing the 
negotiators, since the French re- 
cently lifted all restrictions on con- 
.version of francs to dollars. Amer- 
ican industry policy is, of course, 

demand no restrictions on free 
trade in films. French are ex- 
pected to be tough in demanding 
a cut in the number of imports per- 
mitted and, at most, the retention 
of the status quo. 

French picked up their idéa for 
Yank aid in distributing and pro- 
moting their product in the U. S. 
from the Italians. Latter, in origi- 
nal negotiations for an Italo-U. S. 
treaty last winter, asked the Amer- 
ican industry to guarantee income 
on Italian pix in tthe U. S. 

By footing the bill for a delega- 
tion of top film and government 
men to come to New York, MPAA 
made it possible for the Italians 
to see for themselves that such a 

was impossible and im- 
practical here. Italians neverthe- 
less ended up with an agreement 
~ which Yank praca Ne cage 

a promotional setup for 
films in New York. 

Fear that other nations would 
pick up the scheme—just as the 
French have—was ‘one _ reason 
MPAA members were very hesitant 
about it. That’s similarly the rea- 
son why the Paris negotiators will 
have a hard time selling it to the 
Americans. 


Aside from- the matter of the 
$250,000 involved, another reason 
the Yanks don’t like the scheme is 
that they know it is*not practical. 
No French producer would be 
obliged to distribute through the 
co-op, so it figures that any good 
pic would go to one of the -estab- 
lished. foreign distribs in New 





That. would leave only the dregs 
for the co-op. Obviously, as a re- 
sult, the pix would do poorly and 
the French producers would be no 





happier than they are now. 


York, who would pay front money. | Th 









prices did not discourage the ticket- 
buyers, and a minimum of advance 
advertising is necessary; Prior to 
its pickup of the first fight, RKO 
Keith’s, Washington, spent $500 on 
ads. This was cut to $250 for the 
Murphy-LaMotta fray, and the plan 
now is to spend only $125 for the 
next exclusive show of the type. 


Another angle is non-TV pickup 
theatres in competition with those 
showing the bouts have benefited 
in attendance. Prizefight obviously 
is no attraction to all theatre cus- 
tomers. — 

LaMotta-Murphy was piped into 
11 theatres in eight cities. It’s ex- 
pected the same houses, and pbds- 
sibly some additional others, will 
program the Rex Layne-Rocky 
Marciano bout, from Madison 
Square Garden, July 12. 





Chicago Sellout 
Chicago, July 3. 

Last week’s big-screening of 
the Murphy-La Motta bout into 
Balaban & Katz’ State-Lake and 
Tivoli theatres equalled, if not 
bettered, tremendous response to 
the Louis-Savold fracas two weeks 
ago. State-Lake,  2;700-seater, 
locked its doors at 6:30 p.m., two 
hours before fight time, and 
choked off several thousand shirt- 
sleevers. Tivoli, 3,400-seat nabe 
house, was sold out at 8 p.m. - 

Mishap occurred at the Tivioli 
when the video apparatus snarled 
in the fifth round. Police were 
called in to quell a near-riot while 
workmen labored over the equip- 
ment, but by the time projection 
was restored the bout had ended. 

Circuit obtained permission 
from IBC for repeat film of the 
bout after housé was cleared, 
which ate up most of the turn- 
aways. Additionally noted was 
perkup in biz at competitive Loop 
a many of which caught sur- 
plus. 





Washington, Baltimore Lesson 

Washington, July 3. 
One of the new lessons learned 
by thé second experiment in ex- 
elusive, large-screen theatre tele- 
vision is that theatres in Negro 
neighborhoods will probably not 
play to a capacity house unless 
one of the fisticuffers is a Negro. 
That’s the way it added up in 
Washington for the Jake La Motta- 


Result was disappointing, with the 
theatre being only two-thirds sold 
out at fight time. On the other 
hand, when Joe Louis fought, the 
place was sold out two hours in 
advance of ring time despite the 


74c figure. _There was ques- 
tion about” whether the coln 
Theatre woul 


filled, . 
Loew's Century, 
audiences was oversold. 


Philly Click i 
Philadelphia, July 3.. 
Theatre telecast of the Murphy. 





LaMotta bout at the Stanley was | Productions 


tremendous success. House put 
2,950 seats on sale at 7 o’clock and 


half rémaining until fight time. 
Sealpers worked across Market 
St. peddling the $1.25 admission 


_ }tickets for $2.50. Overflow helped 


a A 
‘ i 


sell | pix. Kid prices 
50c. 





J *" 
nak, ok oe lage Continued. tram ise Be ee 
New York today (Wed.) or tomor-|the technical. charges will -corhe | adjacent World 
row. He is returning from Buenos | down proportionately. ° Boyd theatres. 
Aires via Rio and. ‘ Additionally, the Louis-Savold Ss 

Rickard’s arrival is timed for|and the Murphy-LaMotta bouis Richmond SRO 
discussions with John G. McCar-| have paid off in terms of ble Richmond, July 3, 
thy, director of the international |experience. It was found in some| First theatre television operation 
division of the MPAA, prior to Mc-|instances . increased admission | locally. followed the same pattern 


as in other cities-in which big. 
screen TV special .events have 
been shown. The National, 4 
Fabian house, telecast the Ls 
Motta-Murphy fight on Wednesday 
(27), filled its 1,250 seats and got 
its full quota of cheers from the 
audience and squawks from the 
home set owners left out in the 
cold. 

House was opened at 6:30 p.m, 
with a showing of the feature film 
before and after the fight, Prices, 
usually pegged at 65c, were upped 
to $1, including tax, with no com- 
plaints from the cash customers 
regarding the advance. 


Big in Pittsburgh 
. Pittsburgh, July 3. 

Better idea of future of theatre 
telecasts on a closed circuit was 
obtained here last week when Ful- 
ton carried the Jake LaMotta-Bob 
Murphy fight, and it was. plenty 
encouraging. House sold out com- 
pletely at last minute, playing to 
just 25 people less than the recent 
Louis-Savold setto, which had flock 
of standees, and at the same top, 
$1.30, or $1 plus 30% Federal and 
city taxes. 


Cleveland’s 3,300 Payees 


Cleveland, July 3. 
For the second consecutive show- 
ing, RKO Palace played to SRO 
for the LaMotta-Murphy telecast. 
Boxoffice attendance; according to 
Max Mink, manager, was 3,300, 
same as the Louis-Savold clash. 
Reception of fight was good, with 
closeup especially well received by 
crowd composed of a majority of 
male enthusiasts. Crowd frequent- 
ly got into fever pitch, shouting, 
cheering and reacting in much the 
same way as regular arena attend- 
ance. 
Theatre upped prices from reg- 
ular 75c admission to 90c at 5 p.m, 


Sellout in Albany 
Albany, July 3. 

The second closed-circuit presen- 
tation by Theatre Television  Net- 
work, in an eight-city, 11-house 
hookup, marked a technical im- 
provement over the first, great au- 
dience enth and a financial 
showing at Fabian’s Palace small- 
er only because the sale of tickets 








fwas stopped at 8:05 p.m. Manager 


Alex Sayles and Deputy’ Poiice 
Chief John P. Tuffey decided to 
close the boxoffice on the th 


standees to the nu of 
such as crowded into the 3,660-seat 
house forthe telecast of the Louis- 
Savold bout, introdu an ele- 
ment of er, ; 

It is probable that 800 onal 


ti 
admissions could have been sold. 
Regular admish of 74c was charged 
and that included the feature 
were hiked 25c to 


‘ 





» |87G Suit Vs. FC Subsid 


Would Be Settled for 16G 
If a a creditors ap- 
ve, r brought 

Sourkce | J. _ "s 
wholly owned subsidiary, Inter- 
national Film Classics, Inc., would 
be settled for $16,000. Following 
a petition of Irving Kaufman, a* 
signee of the defunct FC, N. Y. 
Supreme Court Justice 


F, Schreiber last week ordered the , 


company’s creditors to show caus? 
next Wednesday (11) why the set- 


gment shows: net: te moda: 
$16,000 would be paid by 
IFC or, in the alternative, 


: 


approval for expenditure of 
to hire whatever. personnel 
deems necessary to aid in the ad- 
ministration of this matter. 





Every four months other 
films 0 be unveiled. . ;, 






Wilson against FC's . 
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ABC Facilities, UPT's Solidity Explained 
To Stockholders in Financial Statement 


nra.+ 


+> 





Economics. inyolyed in the 

sed United Paramount Theatres- 
American Broadcasting Co. merger 
_—specifically, the dollars and cents 
reasoning behind the move—were 
given full explanation in a UPT 
statement to stockholders this 
week. 

ABC has excellent facilities and 
organization, the theatre chain in- 
yestors were told. But the web is 
jacking in working capital. It’s 
at a disadvantage with competitors 
in TV in obtaining talent and 
shows or programming and the nec- 
essary personnel with show busi- 
ness know-how, 


UPT’s financial position is solid 
anc, according to the. statement, 
it can supply the coin required to 
latch on to top entertainment. 
This, in addition to the chain's 
manpower with long experience 
and ability in the entertainment 
field, “should make the ABC tele- 
vision operation an excellent 
and lucrative investment,” UPT's 
shareholders were advised. 


ABC had a net profit of $468,676 
in 1948. Following year resulted 
in a loss of $519,085. Last year, 
1950, resulted in a net take of $84,- 
605, representing something of a 
comeback but still showing weak- 
ness in its general finances. 

As of last March 31, UPT had 
$21,267,000 in cash plus $5,162,- 
805 in U. S. Government seéurities. 
Total current assets were listed at 
$30,704,987, against total current 
liabilities of $15,649,826. 


TV’s Cut-in 


Development of TV, of course, 
cut into ABC’s monetary resources. 
Pointing up the bolstering factor in 
the UPT consolidation is the dis- 
closure the net’s indebtedness of 
$7,162,000 will be paid, off prompt- 
ly following — of the 
merger, 

Two outfits, when they get to- 
gether, will have ¢ombined indebt- 


(Continued on page 28) 


Corn-Tillers Just 
* 9 . 
Ain’t So Interested — 
In Theatre Crunchers 
Chicago, eee. We 
Suggested co-op campaign of 
film industry and corh-belt ieee 
ers to get patrons back into the- 
atres holds no attraction to the 
earth-tillers. ~Idea of. the ftlmites 
who suggested it was that corn- 
growers suffer as much as exhibs 
by decreased theatre attendance 


because of the drop in popcorn 
Sales, 


‘Tain’t true, however,, According 
to Thomas J. Sullivan, of the Na- 
tional Assn.. of Popcorn Manufac- 
turers. Whether people are watch- 
ing TV or in a- theatre, they’re 
eating popcorn just the same, he 
sez. And if they do stop munch- 
crunching, that’s all right with tiie 
farmers, too, since the switeh is. 
easy and profitable to oats, alfalfa 
or soybeans. 

Growers sell their corn crops in 
advance of planting to the pop 
Processors. What has the proces- 
sors worried at the moment is that 
the farmers aren't sending posal 
tend ‘hee nosetaiity of pvt ant 

nds a 
the crackle confection for the- 

res, 


Other erops aren’t as profitable 
to farmers as corn for popping, but 
they’re also less tricky agricultural- 
wise. Nevertheless, the” special 
corn-r, is big biz. There were 
159,000 acres planted with the stuff 
in 1948, bringing growers $13,732,- 
000. With: a price decline in 1 
that fell off to 96,800 acre$ ane $5,- 
106,000. It compares with 64,500 
acres and $1,142,000 in 1939. 

‘ Fox-West Coast and Common- 

Wealth chains own their own farms 
and process’the corn themselves. 
They have a 2,000-acre layout near 

ansas City. Government, inci- 
dentally, helps them out by con- 





Merr 





FCC’s Citizenship Query 


Stockholders of United Par- 
amount Theatres are being 
asked if they’re American citi- 
zens, Strange query appeared 
in proxies mailed to the in- 
vestors preliminary to the July 
27 meeting in N. Y., where the 
proposed merger.with Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Co. comes up 
for a vote. 

However, explanation was 
found in a statement also sent 
out by UPT prexy Leonard 
Goldenson. He said the Fed- 
eral Communications Commis- 
sion, before okaying the af- 
filiation, wants to know if at 
least 80% of the resulting 
American Broadcasting-United 
Paramount corporation are 
citizens. 


UPT's Wholly 
Owned Theatres 
Now Down to 694 


Continuing with its vast program 
Of dropping properties and termi 
nating joint ownerships with exhib 
pards, United Paramount Theatres 
has reached the point where it has 
100% ownership of 694 theatres 
and partial interests in 298 others, 
In March, 1949, when the divesti- 
ture consent décree was entered, 
the chain comprised about. 1,450 
houses. 

UPT’s major theatre interests are 
in New England, Illinois, Iowa, 
Minnesota and the southern states. 
Circuit is called upon to reduce 
its holdings to. 650 wholly-owned 
houses by March, 1952, under terms 
.of the decree. 

In line with the breakups of 
joint holdings, Interstate Theatres, 
UPT subsid in the southwest, last 
week consummated a split with 
Claude Ezell Associates. Interstate 
and Ezell had shared the owner- 
ship of 12 Texas drive-ins on a 
50-50 basis. They agreed to an even 
numerical separation, each taking 
six theatres, 

Interstate similarly terminated 
its ownership pool “with Lotis 
Novy, each taking two of the four 
theatres in Austin, Texas, which 
they. operated. “Under UPT’s agree- 
ment with the Department of Jus- 
tice, Interstate is required to dis- 
pose of 35 theatres, in addition to 
breaking with partners. It’s figured 
all partner ownerships will be sev- 
ered by next March 1. 


3 Males Win WB-RCA 
Talent Contest in Pit 


Pittsburgh, July 3. 





_John Beattie, former WCAE an- | 


nouncer, was one of the winners of a 
six-month WB contract in the War- 
ner Bros.-RCA Victor “Star Discov- 
ery” contest which just closed here. 
Eliminations were held in all of 
the circuit’s 


Pittsburgh zone 
houses, with 12 finalists competing 


J at downtown Stanley. last week. 


Harry * er, of Warners, and | be 
Charles Grean, of RCA Victor, 
were the judges. 

Ray Rachowski also got a WB 
pact, and boys made a clean sweep 
when Joseph Kerrigan, a local col- 
lege student from New York, 
grabbed the RCA _ Victor deal, 
which calls for a short-term re- 

cording contract. Unlikely that 
either Beattie or Rachowski 
report at the studio for some time, 
however, since Beattie, a World 
bing Bi Bb eh nae Beg hr 
tilege in his leg fixed first at 
the Veterans Hage ge: a hachow. 
ski wants to get his degree at 





stant experimenting to improve the 
“poppability” ofthe: breed. ° 


Penn State College, where he grad- 
uates in’ January. 


will | Shanklin, Ralph 





9 FOLLOWUP PIX 


AWAIT RELEASE! 


Hollywood, July 3 
Their boxoffice worth practically 
assured, nine series of followup 
pix are now completed and waiting 
their individual turn at racking in 
the customer dollars just as their 
predecessors did before. them. 


Producers, who struck a_ gold- 
mine before, are out once again 
to prove they can come up with a 
top biz repeat using the same sub- 
ject matter and, generally, the 
same top castings. 


Forerunner in the field, of 
course, is U-I with its “Kettle” 
and “Francis” films. The Percy 
Kilbride-Marjorie Main _ series, 
still being brought in for under 
$500,000, continues to remain. high 
on the studio’s list of top grossers. 
The high regard in which U-I holds 
its Kettles, incidentally, is shown 
partially by the contract of male 
lead Kilbride. Actor, under non- 
exclusive pact for two-a-yéar to 
the Valley lot, is contractually for- 
bidden to costar with Marjorie 
Main in a similar-veined pic on an- 
other lot. Next in the series, mean- 
while—“Ma and Pa Kettle at the 
County. Fair”’—goes into release 
within the next few months. 
“Francis,” another low-budgeter, 
boomeranged into a top grosser, 
and its sequel, “Francis Goes to 
the Races,” is now set to hit thea- 
tres this month. 

At 20th-Fox it’s that “Belvedere” 


Prod. for Rep. 


Prexy Herbert J. Yates has un- 
veilé@d Republic’s most ambitious 
production plans for the 1951-52 
season, lineup comprising 34 fea- 
tures, 16 westerns and four serials. 
In addition, outfit will reissue 12 
Roy Rogers starrers. 

Of the 34 featurés, 15 will be 
in the “de luxe” group. Stars will 
include John Wayne, Errol Flynn, 
Maureen O’Hara, Micheline Prelle, 
James Mason, June Havoc, Wendell 
Corey, Barry Fitzgerald, Vera Ral- 
ston and_Laurel & Hardy. Pro- 
ducer-d John Ford and 
Allan Dwan each will deliver sev- 
eral films. Lineup. er includes 
three Judy Canova starrers in 
Trucolor, three musicals starring 
Estelita, three exploitation specials 
and 10 variety and adventure pro- 
ductions. Rex Allen will star in 
eight westerns, Rogers in two~and 
Allan “Rocky” Lane in six: 

Production program and promo- 
tion campaigns ‘will be taken up 
at a series of four regional sales 
meetings, to ne conducted by sales 
v.p. James R. Grainger. ious 
are set for Chicago, July 6-7; New 
Orleans, July 9-10; San Francisco, 

July 12-13, and N. ¥,, July 17-18. 


Pioneers to Induct 16 


Admissions committee of the 
Motion Picture Pioneers, compris- 
ing William J. Heineman, Herman 
Robbins, Marvin Kirsch and Jack 
Cohn, has approved some 16 ap- 
plications for membership in the 
organization. . Applicants, whose 
membership, is greenlighted, will 

be inducted..at the Pioneers’ an- 








nual. dinner in November. 2 


Sixteen new members include 
Albert Beck, Harry M. Bernstein, 
G. Ralph Branton, Paul Dan- 
iels, Howard Feighley, Sr., Sam 
Kav, Karel Lamac, Carroll d, 
Lawler, John Lefebre, Mannie 
Marcus, H. J. Nelson, Joseph J. 
Nolan, Matthias Radin, James C. 


B. Staub and 

William Steiner. 
To date there’ are some 725 
members on the iste’ oak roster. 


for membership spplic 
one associated she industry 
for 25 years or more is eligible. 








ISee Texas Exhibs’ 


Own BO. Drive 
Test for COMPO's Nat'l Campaign 





Actress Biog Cycle? 

Hollywood's next biographi- 
cal binge may be to film the 
lives of great actresses. There 
were indications: of two such 
stories among title registra- 
tions last week. 

Wald-Krasna staked cla-ms 

“to “Eleanora Duse, Her” Life 

and-—Times,” .while Charles R. 
Rogers put in a bid for “The 
Real Sarah Bernhardt.” 


Wyler’s Par Plans 
Include Two More, 


Then ‘Don't Know’ 


Producer-director William Wyler 
is remaining on the Paramount 
lot, at least until completion of the 
final two pictures he is committed 
to deliver under his contract. He 


went to Par in 1948 in line with 
the deal by which the major ac- 
quired Liberty Pictures and the 
services of its principals, including 
Wyler, George Stevens, Frank 
Capra and Sam Briskin. 


Both Capra and Stevens have 
quit:. the studio, while Briskin, 
who had headed Par’s production 
in association with studio, topper 
Y. Frank Freeman, is still with the 
studio but is limiting his activities 
due to failing health. 


Wyler told Variety ‘in N.Y. on 
Monday (2) that. he hasn’t made 
any decisions on his future beyond 
the upcoming two productions. He 
said these probably will. take a 
year’s time, and for the present he 
isn’t doing any thinking about sub- 
sequent tieups. 


Film-maker, whose last two, 
“Detective Story” and “Carrie,” 
now are awaiting release, said a 
next will be “Roman Holiday,” 
unpublished original story by vam 
Hunter (not the actor of the same 
name). This will be a comedy. He 
hasn’t decided on the last to be 
made under his present Par pact. 

Wyler has tentative plans to 
leave N. Y. at the end of this week 
for a brief vacation in Bermuda, 
probably returning to N. Y. in 
about 10 days. Then perhaps a 
trek to Lake Placid, where his 
oe are at camp. j 


Eastern Pa. Allied Meets 
Despite National Hassle 


Philadelphia, July 3. 


Despite its hassle with National 
Allied, Allied of Eastern Pennsyl- 





Eastern Pennsyl ; 

invitation to Al Lichtman, general 
sales manager of 20th-Fox, to ap- 
pear here and clear up differences 


with | showmen over his com- 
pany’s sales practices. In a letter 
sent to all indie exhibitors in this 
area, Sidney E. Samuelson, presi- 
dent and general manager of the 
suspended Allied unit, urged at- 
tendance at the meeting “as vital 
to the showmen's welfare in this 
business.” 

The announcement’ declared 
Lichtman . will. be. present and is 
prepared to discuss his company’s 
sales policies and the grievances 
ae by exhibitors in this ter- 

Sarauelson’s letter, which asked 
every film man to attend as well 
as the Allied mpc are geet ocr 
ly stated the meeting is being held 
under the auspices of local Allied 
group, which was dropped by the 
national organization two weeks 
ago. 


+ Texas 


exhibs’ own boxoffice 
drive slated for early fall may be 
the guinea pig of the national hypo 
campaign planned by .Council of 
Motion Picture Organizations for 
later in the year. Texans’ project 
is expected to be put over at a 
cost of around $50,000 which has 
been assured through the exhibs’ 
self-assessment of 5c a seat. With 
drive-ins, Texas has approximately 
1,000,000 seats, and sponsors of the 
setup are counting on half of the 
state’s 1,500 theatres to come in. 


Drive gets under way in early 
September, and the success or fail- 
ure of the various gimmicks to be 
utilized to boost biz in the early 
stages will be the yardstick upon 
which COMPO will guide the na- 
tional campaign. The Texas. drive 
has been set tentatively to start 
Sept. 10 and te run for three 
months, with: COMPO hooking in 
its campaign in October. 

Although the film companies are 
tying in with the Texans on the 
project by assigning their sales- 
men to do missionary work in the 
f,1, the Lone Star State exhibs 
are asking for no coin from the 
distribs. Except for the salesmen’s 
salaries and- road expenses, which 
will be paid by the companies, 
the Texas theatremen are under- 
writing the entire campaign them- 
selves. It’s. estimated that advertis- 
ing costs, including paper, press- 
books, trailers, etc., will approxi- 
mate $22,000.-While $50,000 may 
be available, it’s not. expected that 
the full amount will be needed. 

Drive, which was concocted ‘by 
Col. H. A. Cole, of Allied Theatres 
of Texas, and Robert J. O’Donnell, 
general manager of the Texas 
Interstate circuit, originally was. to 
have no connection with COMPO. 
However, at a meeting with dis- 
trib toppers and ad-publicity chiefs 
in New York Thursday (28), film 
execs more or less conditioned 
their support on having the drive 


Film Public Very Hep 
To Prod. Techniques, — 
‘Wants Authenticity’ 


The public is hep to film-making 
techniques and immediately recog- 
nizes lack of imagination in direc- 
tion and general story treatment. 
It’s long beea decided the ticket- 
buyers want “grown-up” stories. 
Now they want to see freshness 
and ingenuity in putting the yarns 
on celluloid: 

Pag was the observation edde 

N. Y¥. by Russell Rouse, who, 
with his production teammate Clar- 
rence Greene, produced, wrote and 
directed “The Well,” which Harry 
Popkin is presenting through 
United Artists. The standout com- 
edies of only a few, years ago would 
flop today, Rotfse commented. Rea- 
son he offered is that techniques 
in lensimg must refiect constant 
improvement, or the 2::4!en .v re- 

It’s not satisfied with same- 
neither in story nor in tech- 
jeal handli 


ng. 

“must,” he believes, is 
authenticity in oe and believ- 
ability of characters. The Public 
looks aM “self-identification.” They 
want to con’ persons on the screen 
who look like themselves or their 
neighbors, as well as locations 
which appcar familiar. 

Television in a few years sim-— 
ilarly will face a more demanding 
audience, according to Rouse. 
Standards of the TV viewers grad- 
ually will go higher, reaching the 
point where many of the medium’s 

resent offerings, unless stepped 





Pp 
Mup in talent and technical calibre, 


will be rated unacceptable. Con- 
stant progress is vital in TV as 
well as pix, producer asserts. ~ 
‘Rouse trekked back to the Coast 
on Monday (2). He'll probably re- 
turn to N, Y. in a couple of weeks 
with Greene to scout sites for their 
next, “The Thief,” to be made en- 
tirely on location. They have a 





deal to do three more, including 
“Thief,” under the Popkin aegis. 
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Panama; based on 

4 on S as presented on ge 
Brock Pemberton 

& ry; camera, June; editor, Cotton 

on; musical direction, Lennie Hay- 

ton; original operatic scene, Mario Cas- 

Tedesco; opera uences staged 

Viadimir Rosing. Tradeshown June 

. ‘51. Running time, 94 MINS. 


ll 
Countens Lili Maria Palmer 


Mme. Maria Caraffa......Esther Minciotti | G 


Silvie Minciotti 
Arthur Franz 
-«. Sandro Giglio 
Hugh Sanders 
Mario Siletti 


Uncle Nito 
Henry Greene 
‘omasso ae 


Preston Sturges’ by-now vener- 
able legit comedy comes ‘to the 
screen as an amusing celluloid 
treatment of the loves and life of a 
romantic opera star back in the 
speakeasy days. It’s a_ triple- 
threat presentation by Melvin 
Frank and Norman Panama, show- 
casing Ezio Pinza’s talents pleas- 
antly and with enough entertain- 
ment to head it for profitable re- 
turns on most playdates. For the 
attention of the younger trade, 
Janet Leigh costars. 

There is still life left in the play, 
and the production, direction and 
seripting of Frank and Panama 
take advantage of it. What creaks 
comes largely from the era in 
which the plot is laid and the 
decorations that went with that 
period. However, slick dialog that 
drops plenty of double entendres 
and bedroom-farce situations spark 
sufficient chuckles and_ several 
solid laughs. 

Footage has two operatic se- 
quences, both played for laughs in- 
stead of longhair entertainment, as 
well as snatches of pop tunes of 
the era. Curiously enough, Pinza 
registers more effectively on the 
ear with sored yp than he does with 
the cult note, even in the 
“Faust” sequence. Coming over 
especialiy well is “Everything I 
Have Is Yours.” While film lacks 
the high physical gloss usually 
noted in Metro releases and which 
was used on Pinza’s initial film, 
“Mr. Imperium,”. this is:a far bet- 
ter showcasing for the singer and 
wisely goes into the market first. 

Piot reprise finds Pinza famous 
for his o notes and amours. 
Into his life comes Miss ,a 
wide-eyed innocent from s- 
sippi who has long worship 
him. She arrives just at the time 
Pinza is embroiled in a feud with 
=e Sanders, publisher, because 
he has nixed the efforts of 
the latter’s wife, Gale bbins. 

Circumstance brings about a 
marriage of convenience between 
Pinza and Miss Leigh, with both 

to make it more than that, 

has the added threat of a 

“pro! move by _Maria 

a lush countess who had 

been romanced by the singer. 
These situations around 





Acad Honors Sennett 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Mack Sennett was awarded a 
special life membership in the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences in appreciation of his 
early achievements in the develop- 
ment of the film industry. . 

At the same meeting, the board 
of governors admitted 59 new 
Academy members. 


and_ Antoinette | clay 


.| shows throu 


Alice in Wonderland 
*  GONGS—COLOR) 


Enchanting Walt Dianey inter- 
pretation of Lewis Carroll clas- 
| she; bright b.o, 


Hollywood, July 2. 
RKO release Walt Disney production 
Sree Gecoate, Haniiees casks’ Wit 
fred Jaxon. 


Reitherman, 
orm Ferguson; rg 
Hibler, Bill Peet, Joe Rinaldi, 
Joe Grant, Del Connell, Ted Sears, Erd- 
man Penner, Milt Banta, Dick Kelsey, 
Dick Huemer, Tom Oreb, John Walesa 
character animators, Hal King, Judge 
Whitaker, Tal Ambro, Bill Justice, Phil 
Duncan, Bob Carison, Don Lusk, Cliff 
Nordberg. Harvey Toombs, Fred Moore, 
Marvin Woodward, Hugh Fraser, Charles 
Nichols; effects animators, Josh Meador, 
Dan MacManus, George Rowley, Blaine 
fibson; musical score; Oliver Wallace; 
songs by Bob Hilliard, Don Raye. Sammy 
Fain. Gene DePaul, Mack Davis, Jerry 
Livingston, Al Hoffman; orchestration, 
Joseph Dubin; vocal arrangements, Jud 
Conlon. Tradeshown Hollywood, June 28. 
"51, Running time, 74 MINS. 
Kathryn Beaumont 
. Ed Wynn 
Richard Haydn 


jorge 


rts 
Walrus-Carpenter-Dee & Dum 


Pat O'Malley 
White Rabbit and Dodo... Bill Thompson 
Alice’s Sister 


Heather Angel 
peseunee Joseph Kearns 
Bi : ode 


aC ee aesse+++. Larry Grey 
Bird in the Tree Queenie Leonard 
King of Hearts . Dink 
The Rose 


Card Painters 


The nonsense of Lewis Carroll's 
“Alice in Wonderland” and 
“Through the Looking Glass” has 
waited a longtime for Walt Disney 
to put it on film. There is a natural 
affinity between the cartoon tech- 
nique and the mad _ characters 
which makes the story come as 
near to life as possible. Boxoffice 
promise is bright, even though the 
reaction te the Disney visualization 
will be mixed. Youngsters of all 


ages will welcome it, but adult re- 
ception will be divided. 


The Disney interpretation has an 
earnest charm and a .chimerical 
beauty that best shows off the Car- 
roll fantasy. However, it has not 
been able to add any real heart or 
warmth, ingredients missing from 
the two tomes and. which have al- 
ways been an integral part of pre- 
vious Disney feature cartoons, 

Disney has gone a long way 
towards tightening fhe leisurely, 
haphazard adventure of Alice in the 
wonderland of her imagination. He 
has dropped some characters and 
sequences in the interest of a bet- 
ter picture, but the deletions are 
not missed. While at times the pace 
of the film slows considerably, the 
overall results add another top 
credit to his growing list of cellu- 
a translations of children’s clas- 

cs. 


The Mad Hatter, the March Hare, 
the Caterpillar, the Cheshire Cat, 
Tweedle and Tweedle Dum, 


the Carpenter, the Queen of Hearts 


projected as Alice 


are agg wen g | _ Bye 
er am wo 


strolls through 


musical nonsense. 


Standout scenes include the gar- 
den of live flowers, during which 
“All ag Golden Pres ya cml is 
sung, the “un-birthday” sequence 
featured by “A Very Me Un- 

sung by the Mad 
March Hare, with squeaky 
gs rramag by the Dormouse, 
the alrus-Carpenter tomfoolery 


| with the oysters, the “‘off-with-his- 
_ Lhead” croquet pone 
the Queen of Hearts, 


dominated by 
and the Alice, 
ballad, “In a World of My Own.” 
The ca care which always 
in tures 


feature 
ces chosen to speak f; 


O'Malley (Tweedle Twins) 
Verna Felton (Queen of Hearts) are 
among those whose tonal tricks 
help sell the pen-and-ink people. 
The beauty of scene and imagina- 
tive way in which the mad peo 


te 
0, | have been depicted are completely 


4 to the high Dishey stan 
The colors pulse and glow as Tech- 
nicolor-lensed in the hands of the 
Disney technicians, each of whom 
has done a fine job in capturing the 
ee in yo —_ flight into 
sy under n Sharpsteen’ 
production supervision. _ 2 
Oliver Wallace did the imagina- 
ones tte Pe Bee Hillis ee 

are by . 

Fain, Don Raye, Gene De Paul, 
Mack David, Jerry Livingston and 
2 porn. with orchestrations by 
osep 





ments by Jud Conlon. Brog. 


the White Rabbit, the Walrus and | to 


the accompaniment of ballads and |! 





(®@ONGS—COLOR) 


Musical tinter with gay, light 
entertainment values, good 
names and satisfactory b.o. 


Hollywood, July 2. 


Metro release of Joe Pasternak produc- 
tion. rs Jane Powell, Danielle . Dar- 
rieux, endell Corey, Fernando Lamas; 
features Marcel Dalio, Una Merkel, Rich 
ard Ande 2 fe Da 


nck; editor, Gene Rug- 
‘ icholas Br 


Cahn,, Ni 0- 
» David Rose; 
by Nick Castle. 
Tradeshown June 27, ‘51. Running time, 
95 MINS. 
Elizabeth Rogers 
Marie Devarone 
Jim Stauton Rogers 
Andre Milan 
Paul Sarnac 
Claude Duval 
Glynnie ; 
Bob Lennart 
Monsieur Henri Milan 
Gypsy Leader 
Jean (Maitre D’) 
Hungarian Dancers... i 
Monique Chantal 


Maid. 
Feur Musicians ‘‘Four Freshmen” Quartet 


nielle x 
Wendell Corey 
.Vie Damone 
Fernando Lamas 
Marcel Dalio 
..Unma Merkel 
Richard Anderson 
Jean Murat 


This is a light, lilting musical ro- 
mance that provides a good round 
of escapist entertainment against a 
Technicolored background. There 
is sufficient popular appeal in the 
plot and cast names to slant it 


towards satisfactory business and, | ? 


as usual with Joe Pasternak-pat- 
terned musical offerings, pleasing 
returns are indicated. 

Young male singer Vic Damone 
makes his film bid in this, playing 
opposite Jane Powell. In n 
comes off rather well. Vocally, Da- 
mone knows his way around a tune 
and he display8 considerable as- 
surance, without brashness, in han- 
dling the romantic story ~ chore 
tossed his way. In similar light, 
tune-tinged ‘stories he should do as 


Texas, and the others are compe- 
‘tent ‘in 


help in general situations. 
Hollywood, July 2. 


Universal release of Aaron Rosenberg 


uction. , 

eyes, Stephen McNally; features Rock 
Hudson, Joyee Holden. Directed by Jo- 
seph Pevney: screenplay, George Zucker- 
man, Borden Chase; based on stery by 
William R. Burnett; camera, Carl Guthrie; 
editor, Russell anon: Previewe 
June 26, 51, Running » 21 MINS. 


Coke Mason 
" | Rose 


team. 

ames Stewart plays the role of , 
gangling, untidy and absent-minded 
scientist who is convinced that the 
tailplane of a new type of aircraf, 
must snap and disintegrate after } . 
440 hours. He is sent from Englang 
to Labrador to investigate a crash 
and discovers en route that’ the 
plane on which he is traveling has 
already done 1,420 flying hours, 


d|The pilot refuses to turn back, s 


Stewart warns Marlene Dietrich 
who is one of the passengers, and 


ny | Glynis Johns, the air hostess. The 


Action dramatics in this tale of 
the prize ring add up to okay en- 
tertainment for the general run 
situation. It has a trio of familiar 
names in Jeff Chandler, Evelyn 
Keyes and Stephen McNally. to bol- 


veksarte | ster its release chances in the reg- 


ular market. 


There is a Dr. Jekyll-Mr,..Hyde 
twist to the story of a nice young 
man who becomes a merciless killer 
in the ring whenever he is hurt 
by an opponent. Chandler portrays 
the fighter capably. while McNally 
is equally g as the older brother 
who masterminds the start of his 
rize ring career. Miss Keyes does 
well as the fighter’s fiancee and 
handles the narration that bridges 
thé flashback takeoff of the story. 


Ring sequences have plenty of 
action as staged by Jo Pevney, 
mae harping thes pk yeu atmo 
physt appearance of Chandler. 
tter, a coal-miner 


well, as long as no dramatic force | Con 


is demanded. 

Picture also does a re-ititroduc- 
tion of Danielle -Darrieux, French 
actress, and; shdéwcases. Fernando 
Lamas, -from © below-the-border. 
Both score neatly in sparking story 
assignments and: in putting over 
their share of the 10 tunes. Miss 
Darrieux listens’ very easily on her 
songs, does plot involvement excel- 
lently and wears her beautiful 
gowns exactly right. 
sonality, even in his light role, has 
an authority that might catch on. 

Norman Taurog's direction 
guides the players through an ac- 
ceptable p oes in. the script 
by Dorothy r and Sidney 
Sheldon. Wendell Corey, rich Texas 
rancher now turned to politics, goes 


and other remembered characters | his da 


ad 
ve haunts and now is in 
Lamas. Miss Powell does 
not know the marital history of her 
ts and believes the mother is 


Corey gives a g 
light comedy aims of the plot, and 
hel in this delivery are Una 
M the family’s companion- 
ho * Marcel Dalio, an ec- 
centric artist, and 


Dubin and vocal arrange-| ard 


Lamag’ per-/| Rock 





a_ fight without his knowledge. 
When he does find out, they are 
dropped and he goes on to beco’ 
champ. McNally then along 
Hudson, a friend Chan- 
dier’s and latter finally gains con- 
trol over his killer complex when 
the two meet in the The bat- 
tle establishes him 

brother and fiancee, 

the frien of the 

a clean matc 





kite reaches Gander safely, a thor. 
ough check confirming its air. 
wofthiness. But refusing defeat, 
Stewart lis the undercarriage 
lever and wrecks the aircraft op 
the und. Back in England he is 
considered to be off his mind. But 
at the end, his calculations are con. 
firmed and he is completely vindi- 
cated. 

It’s apparent that the director 
had to resist the obvious tempta- 
tion to overdo the role of the ab- 
sent-minded scientist. There are 
indications, in the opening se. 
quences, while the character is be. 
ing established, that Koster has suc. 
cumbed to convention, but the 
lapse is soon righted and the story 
handled with-commendable skill, 
Particularly noteworthy is the de. 
gree of suspense in the transatlan- 
tic flight, a sequence which will 
eee the customers tensed up in 
their seats. There is also a neat 
touch of pathos in the reaction of 
Stewart's kid daughter, played by 


Janette Scott,. who gets her first 


eon is avers 
* ormance 
noted for its Ranertty, extracts 
every bit of warmth fro 


a very sympa- 
ss Johns is ex- 
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"PVE SEEN WHAT WE'VE GOT - 
AND BROTHER, WE'VE GOT THE 
AMMUNITION! POWERED BY THE 
LEADERSHIP THAT SET OFF THE INDUS- 
TRY'’S SHOWMANSHIP CRUSADE...AND TOLD 
THE WORLD MOVIES ARE THE GREATEST OF 








COMES THROUGH FOR YOU WITH A TREMENDOUS 
BARRAGE OF HITS -SUPPORTED BY THE KNOW-HOW 
THAT MADE SHOWMANSHIP FAMOUS! THE INDUS- 
TRY’S BIGGEST OFFENSIVE IS ON!” 
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Unusual stories-Tremendous star 
power —Technicolor galore — Spectacle 
attractions — Exploitation pictures to 
make a showman’s mouth water! 















































A SENSATIONAL BEST-SELLER! A 7 | 
= SENSATIONAL MOTION PICTURE! A wendesbel tunp:bic the | 
whole family—about the kind - 
of wy that Everybody knows | 
iE and loves 
IE THE GUY WHO 
' 
c : 
LD 
mF OG | eae. 
1 JEANNE CRAIN | 
(YOUR MARGIE GALI) 
us ROBERTSON’ GAYNOR - PETERS Ps 
Jeffrey Hunter * Betty Lynn * Helen Westcott with & 
DON DE FORE 
Lid by Da Produced by 
SAMUEL G. ENGEL FNM JULIAN BLAUSTEIN 
ache " | JOSEPH NEWMAN 
LLOYD BACON 
/S- tcron Py by John Tchr Vat Sry by Over Mend e Sond oor in ie Set, re. Pot by Wition Fy J 














THe MOST UNUSUAL TRUE STORY 
IN THE ANNALS OF THE WEST! 


6 women against the Desperados! 

















Swashbuckling Romantic Action. Hit £ 


The Most Ferocious—and Beautiful— 
Buccaneer to Sail the Seven Seas! 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 


Starring 


_JEAN PETERS - LOUIS JOURDAN - DEBRA PAGET 


wir HERBERT MARSHALL:® thomas Gomez. JAMES ROBERTSON JUSTICE 
Produced by GEORGE JESSEL ° Directed by JACQUES TOURNEUR 

Screen Play by PHILIP DUNNE and ARTHUR CAESAR 

Based on o Story by Herbert Ravenel Sass 
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| WE WILL PRODUCE A GREATER 
QUANTITY OF QUALITY PICTURES 


WHICH WILL SERVE AS A GREAT TONIC FOR OUR INDUSTRY 


YOU'RE. PART OF AND ANSWER THE DEMAND OF THE MOVIE-GOING PUBLIC” 
THE 20% PICTURE 
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Greatest box-office pic- | 
ture in our history! [7 
National ad campaign 
will hit Billiton Readers! 
Nation-spanning tours 
all summer! Tremendous 
point-of-sale appropria- 
tion! They’ve never come 
Bigger-or Better pre-sold! 


























Vid KY [oy 


~ i, | 
running 
its own 


film - 


festival” PRODUCED BY 


| LITVAK ona McCARTHY 


Directed by the man who gave you “The Snake Pit’ 


ANATOLE LITVAK 


wate tial alo] go Mt stelt-) alot a; sary Merrill »« Oskar Werner « | 
Screen Play by PETER VIERTI Nov : , 


PO AIR me enon 


) EXHIBITOR FRIED 




















Belvedere is. buck in stride in 
a Big Broadway Stage Hit! 


ae ig 


A 


| JOANNE DRU 

HUGH MARLOWE 
ZERO MOSTEL 
Produced by ANDRE HAKIM, 


Directed by HENRY KOSTER 


- Screen Play by RANALD MacDOUGAILL 
_ Based on a Play by ROBERT E. McENROE 


....WITH EVERY « 
t COMMAND. wail 














Keep ringing 
the bell with 
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ever 
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better 
in 
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“life! 
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KEEP THE 
COMING, 
DARRYL! 





Just look at your 20th future! Here are only a few samples 
of pictures already rolling to guarantee your fortunes in ’52! 


“MAN OF TWO WORLDS’ 


TECHNICOLOR 
The great love story of the year— 
with an amazing science-fiction angle! 
Starring TYRONE POWER and ANN BLYTH, 


~~" BLOPEMENT” 
i Its CLIFTON WEBB, running 
away with the year’s funniest hit! 


ee fh 
KANGAROO. 
TECHNICOLOR 
A whopping big outdoor spectacle 
from the director of “Halls of Montezuma” 
starring PETER LAWFORD, MAUREEN O‘HARA! 


“GOLDEN GIRL” 
TECHNICOLOR 
A lavish musical with a novel gold-rush twist! 
& MITZi-GAYNOR, DENNIS DAY, DALE ROBERTSON 
‘ supply the Dance, Songs, Laughs and Romance! 


' "RETURN OF THE TEXAN” - 


All the canvas and action of the Great Texas Plains — 
-in a new and vital story of the Modern West! 





| __ THERE’S NO BUSINESS LIKE 





“WITH A SONG IN MY HEART" 


TECHNICOLOR 
The song and heart-filled. Jane Froman story 
starring SUSAN HAYWARD, THELMA RITTER, 
RORY CALHOUN, DAVID WAYNE! 


“VIVA ZAPATA” 


A big, rousing, colorful action spectacle from 
John Steinbeck’s story—directed by Elia Kazan— 
starring MARLON BRANDO, JEAN PETERS and MARGOI! 


“RED SKIES OF MONTANA” 


TECHNICOLOR 
The exciting, outdoor drama of the fire fighters! Starring 


RICHARD WIDMARK,.CONSTANCE SMITH, JEFFREY HUNTER. 


ee 99 
BELLES ON THEIR TOES 
TECHNICOLOR 
A new book sensation by the same authors and about J 
the same wonderful family as ‘Cheaper By the Dozen” 


Starting SEATING CRANE : 
KENNETH ¢t 
ROBERTS LYDIA. BAILEY” 
TECHNICOLOR 
All the scope—and tremendous action of the oéciokeid 
best-seller now comes to the screen! 





BUSINESS! 
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Chi Depends on Holdovers But 376 
For ‘Strangers’-Bob Crosby, Dust’. 
Plus Waters Weak 336, Fat Man’ 9G 





Chicago, Ju 

Downtown first-runs are 
ly on top level this wee orn 
strong carryovers accounting for 
bulk of the biz. New bill at Chi- 
cago, “Strangers on Train” and 
Bob Crosby and Modernaires head- 
lining stage, looks fair. “Excuse 
My Dust” and Ethel Waters on- 
stage is shaping up weakly at Orien- 
tal. Palace, with “Fat Man” and 
“Hoodlum,” is light. Twin-biN of 
“Best of Badmen” and “Sierra 
Passage” looms perky at Roosevelt. 

“Fabiola,” in second round at 
State-Lake, is aided by exclusive 
boxing telecast (La Motta-Murphy) 
Wed. (27).. Strong. . United Art- 
ists warmover, “Prowler” and 
“House on Telegraph Hill,” is 
bright, and duo-carryevers, ‘“Fol- 
som Prison” and “Chain Gang,” 
look steady at Grand. Fourth ses- 
sion of “Thing” continues hefty at 
Woods. “Ballerina” is tidy in third 
week at World, Eleventh chapter 
of “Tales of Hoffmann” should nail 
strong biz at Ziegfeld. * 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K)-~ (3,900; 98)— 
“Strangers on a Train” (WB) plus 
Bob Crosby and. Modernaires on- 
stage. Fair $37,000. Last week, 
“On Riviera” (20th) and Nat (King) 
Cole and Blackburn Twins heading 
(2d wk), $39,000; 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)— 
“Folsom Prison” (WB) and “Chain 


Gang” Col) a wk). Okay $8,500. 
Last week, $13 
Oriental indie) (3,400; 98)— 


“Excuse My Dust” (M-G) and 
Ethel Waters headlining. Weakish 
$33,000. ‘ Last -week, “Dear Brat” 
(Par) and Al Morgan onstage, 


$23,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98)— 
“Fat Man” (U) and “Hoodlum” 
(UA). Light $9,000. Last week, 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” (WB) and 
“China Gorsaie™ (Col) ay | wk), 
$8,500. 

Roosevelt, (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Best of dmen” (RKO) and 
“Sierra Passage” (Mono). Brisk 
$12,000. Last week, “Last Out- 

(Continued on page 30) 


Soldiers’-Bulls’ Dual 
Mild $17,500 In Hub, 
‘Outpost’ Hot $18,800 


Boston, July 3. 

Summer slymp. has. hit Hub’s 
majors, with biz off in downtown 
area. Although there’s new prod- 
uct at all houses, none is grabbing 
more than ordinary biz. “Apache 
Drums” at Memorial, ‘Last Out- 
post” .at Paramount and Fenway 


and “Soldiers “Three” at State and 
Orpheum all shape 
Estimates for 


(B&Q) (200;". 

Came Back” wtb 
Disappointing at about $5,000. Last 
she “Long Dark Hali” (UA), slim 


“Comiee -Reund Mouniain”> 1), 
Mo 
Opened Monday. Last week, “Hol- 
lywood Story” (U) erabbes “clo 
Baker onstage 
sock $33,000 for yon 
Fenway (NET) (1 78 40-85)— 
“Last. Outpost” (Par) and “Dear 
Brat” (Par). Okay $4,800. Last 
“Texas Ranger sane (Cal apd 
exas er” 
Majestic (Shubert) a, Maa ,$1.20- 
$2.40)—“Tales of Hoffm {In- 
ER wk). Sli <7 about 





85)—* t 
and “Casa Manana” (Mono). 
gish $11,000. Last w 
Care: of Little 
‘Secret of Monte Carlo” (Rep), 
— $11,000. 
.. OFTpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“soldiers Three” a -<G) and Me 
“Brave Bulls” ( beeeke? nates 
oan Hom t “aoe story" (M-G 
an “e ome’ own ” ); ao 
| $11,000 for 2d week. 

ae aramount OPN, (1,700; 40-85) 


Brat” (Par). Upped to fy ie 
a ar 

000. Last 

(Col) and “Texas Ranger” (Col), 


week, “Lorna Doone” 
same. 
State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 


“Soldiers Three’ (M-G) and “Brave 
Bulls” (Col). Fairish 


eek, “Take 


Nok a For Broke’ o a _ 
e ‘own Story” r') 
$8,000 for 2d week. . 


|3ur” oem. and 


Girl” (20th) and | sta 


Last | the Man Down”: 


Eiatinotes Are Net 

Film gross estimates as ré- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, Le., 
without the 20% tax Distribu- 
tors share’on net take, when 
playing percentage. hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, ; 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however. as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


CINCY CLIMBS; SOLID 
$14,000 TO ‘STRANGERS’ 


Cincinnati, July 3. 
Overall biz at major stands is 
on the climb this stanza. “Strang- 
ers on a Train” holds comfortable 


lead. on hew bills and is stacking 
up solidly for -big Albee. 
“Prowler,” only other single fea- 





Outiaw Brother” is 
groove at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75) — 
“Strangers On Train” (WB). Solid 
$14,000. Last week, “Excuse .My 
Dust” (M-G), pleasing $12,000. 

Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 
75)—“My. Outlaw Brother’ (UA) 
and “When I Grow Up” (UA). 
Fairish $6,500. Same last week 
for “Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) 
and “Day At Races” (M-G) (re- 
issues). 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 
“Jungle Headhunters” (RKO) and 
“Jungle of Chang” (Indie). Sturdy 
4 Last- week, “Teresa” 
, satisfactory $7,500 

Keith’s (Mid-States) ( 1,542; 55- 
75)—“Little Giant” (Real) and 
ae of Their Lives” (Real). 
kay $6,500. Last week, “Pale- 
face (Par) .and Re of Sand” 
(Par) (reissues), slow $4,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,500; 55-75) — 
“Brain Snatcher’ (Indie) and 
“Evil Mind” (Indie), split with 
“Tars and Spars” (Col) and “1001 
Nights” (Col) (reissues). Tepid 
$4,000. Last week, “Folsom Prison” 
(WB) (m.o.) split with “Male and 
Female” (Indie)'‘and “Born to Sin” 
(Indie) (reissues), $4,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600;- 55-75). — 
9A pam (UA). Moderate e 

eek, “Best of 


Last 
(RKO), $7,500. 


‘Y oung’-‘Telegraph’ 
Fair 91%4G in Omaha 
" * Omaha, July 3. 
There’s a general shift in dates 
to meet the holiday in most down- 
town theatres. Paramount opened | . 
with “As Young As You Feel” and 
for the first time in several yearg, 
had a double feature, consisting of 
“As -Young As You Feel” and 
“House on Telegraph Hill.” Busi- 
ness nothing to brag about. 


The Omaha took “Take Care of 
My ttlee Girl” for a moveover 
and added “The Man Who Cheated 
Himself” with fair results. Or- 

ed Friday. 


pheum and State o 
Estimates for Week 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
70)—"As Ps As You Feel 


in fairish 





wittle 
‘oun, ‘smack smash ees 15. 8 


Slug- | Fri 


“Five” (Col) and-“M” ( 
up noticeably to 00, Last 
week, “Sante Fe” (Col) and “Sta e 
to Tucson” (Col), not particularly 


)} hot but oke 
Omaha Teict ) «2, 100; 16-70) 


—‘“Take Care of My Little Girl” 
(20th) (m.o.) and “Man Who Cheat- 
ad Himself” (20th). Little brighter 

7,500: Last week, “Smo! ge 
io ) and “Thunderhead, Son o 
cka”’ (20th) (reissues), Ee 


$5,000. 
. State (Gold ) (865; 25-75)— 
“Lorna Doone” ys and “Hunt 


week, “Painted Is” 





(MG and’ 
solid $4,500. 


“Trigger Jr.” (Rep), 


» alt $0 on BS ape bo: 


.| Long. at 








Heat Wilts Port., Ore.; 
*‘Badmen’ Best, $9,800 
Portland, Ore., July -3. 
Hot weather 


continues to: hinder 
theatre Dusiaens to-read ater. 


ing outstanding in the new prod- 
ucts this week. “Best of the Bad- 
men” and “Dear Brat” may sha 


Estimates for ; Week’ 
Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 65-90) 
—‘Katie Did It” (UD and “Holly- 

wood Story” (UI).. Good $8,000. 
Last week, “Apache Drums” (UD 
and “Try and Get Me” (UD, $9,200. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 65-90) — 
“You’re In The Navy Now” (20th) 
and “Mr: Universe” (EL) (m.o.). 
Solid $4,200. Last week, “Man 
From Planet X” (UA) and “Kan- 
garoo Kid” (UA), $5,000, 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 65- 
90)—“‘Best of Badmen” (RKO) and 
“You’re Cockeyed Wonder” (Col), 
day-date with Orpheum. Ok $3,400. 
Last week, “You're In Navy Now” 
(20th) and “Mr. Universe” (EL), 
day-date with Paramount, $3,700. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 65- 
90)—“Best of Badmen” (RKO) and 
“You're Cockeyed Wonder” (Col), 
also at Oriental: Ok $6,400. Last 
week, “My Forbidden Past’ (RKO) 
and “M”’ (Col), $7,100 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
65-90)—““Dear Brat” (Par) and 
“Pier 23” (Indie). So-so $7,200. Last 
week, “You're In Navy Now” (20th) 
and “Mr. Universe”. (EL), also at 
Oriental, $8,900 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 


ture, is moderate at Palace. Grand | 90)—“Oliver Twist” (UA). Mild 
is sturdy with “Jungle  Head-/ $5,500. Last week, “The Great 
hunters.” .“Little Giant has| Caruso” (M-G) (6 days-5th wk), 
Keith’s on seasonal par, and “My | $5,500. 





Pinza $11,500, 
Little Gul 81,6 
In Uppish Pitt 


Pittsburgh, July 3. 
Business seems to be showing a 
slight improvement all around this 
week. Curiously enough, the re- 
cent rains have apparently been 
helping, driving customers indoors. 
The current leader looks like 
“Strietly Dishonorable” at the 
Penn, with “Take Care of My 
Little Girl’ at the Harris and 
“Best of the Badmen” at the Stan- 
ley not too far behind. Very little 
in sight for twinner of “Smuggler’s 
Island” and “The Fat Man” at the 
Fulton, and “Night Into Morn- 
ing” isn’t doing too- bad at the 
Warner. 
BE eager for This Week : 
ton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85) — 
“Smuggler’s Island” (U) and “Fat 
Man” (U). Twinners taking a bad 
beating here lately. This one won't 
do more than $3,500, just about 
what “Young as You Feel” (20th) 
and “Under the Gun” (U) did last 


Harris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85) — 
“Take Care My Little Girl” (20th). 
Started off well and should wind 
up “ t $8,500. Last week, 


Weekend rain which brought the 
temperature down slightly had its 
effect on Broadway first-run 
grosses, boosting biz that. had 
started off sluggishly, with some 


exceptions, last midweek. . Stem 
theatre managers looked for hefty 
biz today (Wed.) from, both holiday 
visitors and in-towners who would 
pass up the beaches. and. resorts. 
Weather will be an important fac- 
tor, but in any event hypoed takes 
are anticipated. 

The standout continues to be 
“Great Caruso,” which is well over 
the million-dollar mark at the 
Music Hall in. its. eighth week, 
With a $132,500 take last . week, 
gross at the end of the seventh 
frame stood at $998,000. Current 
(eighth) stanza is topping last 
week’s gross, and management 
looks’ for $150,000 for the seven 
days ending tonight (Wed.).: If that 
mark is hit, house will garner a 
house record, $1,148,000 during the 
eight-week stand: “Caruso” starts 
its ninth week tomorrow. 


Also clicking solidly are “Frog- 
men” at the Roxy and “Ace in the 
Hole” at the Globe. .With an ice- 
show onstage, “Frogmen” hit its 
stride from the start, pulling $12.- 
000 on its gala preem, Friday (29). 
and garnering $21,000 and $20,000 
the next two days, respectively. 
With today’s (Wed.) holiday crowds, 
estimates the week will probably 
wind up at about $102,000. 

“Ace” looks like a smash at the 
Globe, where it is in for at least 
six weeks; Pic opened Friday (29) 
following a benefit for the News- 
dealers Assn. of N. Y. the night be- 
fore. First four days did a smash 
$19,000 and is expecting to finish 


(Thurs.) with $29,000. 


After a sluggish start, “Excuse 
My Dust” at the Capitol picked up 
some speed to wind up the week 
at a fair $44,000. “The Prowler” 
at the Criterion showed promise, 
setting a pace of $17,500 for first 
four days. Paramount could have 
kept “He Ran All the Way” an- 
other week, biz holding steady at 
$53,000, but house had to make 
way for the holiday show with 
Dean Martin ang Jerry Louis on 
stage. 

“IT Was An American Spy” 
had a smash debut at the Holiday 
yesterday (Tues.), Claire Phillips, 
whose se adventures . a U. S. spy 
in Manila ‘during the war were 
filmed by Allied Artists, made 
p.a.’s during the day. 

- Estimates for This Weck 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300 - 
—“Hard, Fast, Beau auitul (RKO. 


$11,500 first four ae with proba- 





tinued on page 30) 


ble $17,000 for the week. ‘“Valen- 





Mpls. Lags; ‘Young’ Weak $9,000, 
‘Badmen, Manes | Light $6,000\.: 


Minneapolis, July 3. 
senenenee so many people take 


state’s numerous lake re- 
pF the Fourth of July week 4° 
always bitter medicine for the 
and 











M 

Hill,” ‘est ‘of the Sedmen: 
the. Fair” and 

Cross 


“Double | 
bones,” in about 
order, holdovers are’ 

‘abiola,” in their 
and nd weeks, respec- 


that 
“Riviera” 
tively. 
ates for ° Week 


sixth 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76)— 
“House on T graph Hill’ (20th). 
Divided opinions on this one and 
nothing in cast names. Bad %3,000. 
Last week, “My Friend Flicka” 
(20th) and “Thunderhead” (20th) 
(reissues), poor $2,000. 

Gopher (Berger) (1.000: 50-76)— 
“Double Cfonenemes” 
$3,000. Last week. “You're in the 





ed | Navy Now” (20th) (2d wk), insignif- 


jeant $3, 





sivesiane of it to hie themselves | $6 


(1,000; __50-76)— | $2,000. 


xoffice account of itself. 
Okay, rey Last week, fine 


(Par) (4,000: 50-76) 
You Feel” (20th). 


wih hig Si1.000 afer bot! $16, 
PF , "orth Ba round 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 40- 
Atl To Best of Badmen” (RKO) 
‘ent aie tee Ta 

$6, Last week. “Apache Drums” 


RK 
“Little Giant” (Indie). oo “Time 
of Their Lives” (Indie) (reissues) 
Two Abbott & Costelle oldies not 
up much boxoffice 
tion. Light. $3.500.. Last week. 
“Planet X” (Indie) and “Try and 
Get Me” yer puny $3,200. 

State (Par) 12.300: , 50-76)— 
“Night. Into (M-G) 
Favorably received an ee Ray 
Milland for a pa B Fair $6.000. 
Last week. “Folsom Prison” (WB) 


woe having hard going. Mild 





Lyric (Par) 
“Fabiola” me (2d wk). Has ave 


Last 
(Indie) (2d wk), slow $1,800. 


wolHoliday Boosts Broadway Influx: 
‘Frogmen Solid $102,000, ‘Ace’ Aces 
29G, Dust’ -Vaude 446, Prowler’ 17446 


its first frame -tomorrow. night [ 


tino” (Col) finished 10th ooo (plus 
2 days) at $9,500 for bowout. 
Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Tales of Hoffmann” (Lop- 
ert) (14th wk).. The 13th frame 
ended last night (Tues.) with good 
$11,500, average for the run. 
Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
— “Excuse My Dust” (M-G), with 
Margaret Whiting, Jack Smith, 
Frank De Vol orch on stage. 
Picked up to fair $44,000 after slow 
start. Second round starts today. 
“Sirocco” (Col) with Ethel Waters 
heading stage bill, hit low $23,000 
in previous .week. 
Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—“The Prowler” (UA). ‘Bowed in 
Saturday, hitting fine $17,500 for 
first four days and heading for a 
$25,000 week. “Native Son” (In- 
die) finished second week Friday 
(29) to $8,000, weak 
Globe (Brandt) (L 500: 50-$1.20) 
—“Ace in Hole” (Par). Opened 
Friday (29) to socko $19,000 first 
four days. Looks like first-week 
take of $29,000. Last week “M” 
(Col) (3d wk) low $6,500. 
Holiday (Zatkin) (950; 50-$1.50) 
—“T Was An American Spy” (AA). 
Opened yesterday (Tues.) with au- 
thor Claire Phillips making p. a.’s. 
Took in 1eat_ $2,200 for opener. 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” (WB) fin- 
ished fifth week to inild $8,100. 
Mayfair (Brandt) 41,736; 50-$1.20) 
—‘Miracle. Morgan’s Creek” (Bar) 
and “Star-Spangled Rhythm” (Par) 
(reissues) (2d wk): Will wind up 
tomorrow night (Thurs.) with slow 
$6,500. First frame, $7,000. 
Pasace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Three Steps North” (UA) with 
vaude ends week tonight (Wed.). 
Big $21,000. In ahead, “Last Out- 
oy (Par) finished to so-so $15,- 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.50) 
— “He Ran All Way” (UA), with 
Carmen Cavallaro Orch, Juanita 
Hall, Cy Reeves, Four Evans on- 
stage (2d wk). Okay $53, 000. First 
round, good $60,000. 

Park Ave. (Reade) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—“Tony Draws Horse” (Indie) (8th 
wk). og frame ended Sunday 
ts ) A a ice $7,100. Previous week 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 


fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Great 
Caruso” (M-G).and stageshow (8th 
wk). Hefty $150,000, r seventh 


round of big $132,500. “Show Boat” 
(M-G) still waiting to come in, but 
‘Caruso” will stay Oth week. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; $0-$2. 20)— 
“The Frogmen” (20th) ‘with iceshow 
onstage came in Friday (29). Head- 
{ng for ie ee ,000 ames frame. 
Last 1” (20th) 
(24 wk) and Andrews Sisters fin- 
ished to $58,000, fair 
@ State (Loew's) (3,450; 1.50)— 
‘Prince Who Was e. @B). 
esterday bee to mild 


ga prom oy 7 le 
(2d wk) words: SF eae ¥ 

Sutton ~¢ oo gi 3 50)— 
“Kon-Tiki” PaKO) (14th wk). The 
13th frame ended Monday (2) to 
good $8,000, about the- same as 


previous 
Trans-Lux 60th “ (T.L.) (453; 
74-$1.50) — “Em r’s Nighting- 
gg 8 (Indie) ( wk). Continues 
hold sturd: $5,000. 
90.8150) “Teresa” (MG). (ath 
+e e ” 
wk). Fine $4,000 000. "Previous week, 
Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50- 
$1.50)\—““Mask of Aven er” (Col). 


week. 


Finished frame Os 
(Tues.) ge rs) $12,500. “Fabi- 
ola” (UA). eted fourth and 


ial frame "Jone 26 with strong 





fount |‘Ace’ Big 914G, Seattle; 


‘Dust’ Dual Ditto 
Seattle, July 3. 
Hot weather is luring them to 
the sticks, and so at t it 
is doubtful as to what the iday 
will register at the b.o. 
. Holdovers look moderate and 
new fare is helping. Palomar’s 
“purley” revue at $1 admish is get- 
ting expected nice attention. 
Estima’ 


for Week 
Blue Mouse (Ha ) (800; 65- 
90) — “Goodbye, My Fancy” (U) 


and “Long Dark Hall” (UA) (2d 
wed, Moveover sone 2 yond Hall 
(U), around 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 65- 
90)—“2d Woman” (UA) and “My 
pv yg (UA). oy for 


holiday. tin 





week, “Last ney: tog 
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VARIETY 





LA. Steady; ‘Strangers Good 326, 
In 3 Spots, ‘Convict Lake’ Nice 306 
In 5, Prince’ 276, ‘Caruso 266 11.0. 


Los Angeles, July 3. ¢ 


July 4 holiday is causing a 
firmer first-run pace this round, 
although there’s nothing a 
larly outstanding. A good $32,000 
total is indicated for “Strangers on 
Train” in three locations, while 
“Secret of Convict Lake” is sight- 
ing $30,000 in five. 

“Prince Who Was a Thief” rates 
a smart $27,000 in five sites, 
mostly small - seaters. Reissue 
combo of “Miracle of Morgan 
Creek” and “Star =< Spangled 
Rhythm” is just mild at $16,000, 
or under, in two spots. The Hill- 
street-Pantages unit marked time 
over the weekend with reissue of 
“Little Giant” and “Time of Lives” 
for three days awaiting the Hill- 
street stage opening of Josephine 
Baker tomorrow (Wed.) while Pan- 
tages brings in “Two of a Kind” 
the same day. 

“Caruso” continues strong with 
a possible $26,000 on its fifth week 
in two locations. 

Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Upto 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 
2,048: 1,719; 1,248; '70-$1.10) — 
“Secret. Convict Lake” (20th) and 
“According Mrs. Hoyle” (Mono). 
Pleasant $30,000. Last week, “Guy 
Who Came Back” (20th) and “Tar- 
zan’s Peril” (RKO), $26,900. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 70-$1.10) 
—"Strangers On Train” (WB).9 
Good $32,000. Last week, “Dark 
Victory” (WB) and “Maltese Fal- 

(WB) (reissues): (10 days), 
$26,000. 


Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 
404; 1,538; 70-$1.10) — “Caruso 
(M-G) | (5th wk). Nifty $26,000. 
Last week, fine $31,100. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
890; 2,812; 60-$1)—‘“Little Giant” 
(Indie) and “Time of Their Lives” 
(Indie) (reissues) (3 days). Meager 
$4,500. Last week, “Ran All Way” 
(UA) and “Her First Romance” 
(Col) (10 days), $29,200. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 


mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,430; 60)— | $2 


“Star Spangled Rhythm” (Par) and 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creck¥ (Par) 
(reissues). Mild $16,000. Last 
week, “Dear Brat” (Par) and 
aaypsy Fury” (Mono) slight $13,- 


United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, 
Studio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2- 
100; 1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 70- 

(Continued on page 70) 


‘Strangers’, ‘Prowler’ 
Pace Balto at $9,000 


Baltimore, July 3. 
There are indications of a 
slight stoping up all along the 
downtown sector here this this week. 





tivity at the Sta 


Murphy-LaMotta "*f: i et airing, 


tied to windup of “Go 
at Loew’s Century, wn eeaee ts the 
eee action of the Louis-Savold 
go but failed to reach similar sta- 
ture at the day-and-dated Met, 
operated for colored patronage. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew's-UA) the 20- 
oe yg oat ee 
ate response figured a 3 
Last week, 2d of “Go For Pe 
(M-G), held big at ret 


to LaMotta-Mu hy theatre-TV on 
closing ~ g ae round was also 
capacity trade for 


boosted 
added Louis-Savold setto. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
70) — “Prince Who Was Thief” 
(U-I). Opens today (Tues.) 
six days of “Fat Man” (UD to atid 
$4,000, which followed eight days 
ff a Big Horn” (Lip) to okay 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70) — 
“Cavalry Scout” (Mono). Opens 
tomorrow (Wed.) after week of 
“Under the Gun” (UI) to allright 
$5,200. “Quebec” (Par) p ed 
with $4,300. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)— 
“Take Care of My Little Girl” 
(20th). Nicely spotted for good $8,- 
000 possibility. Last week, “As 
Young As Feel” (20th) failed to 
catch on at $5,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — 
“Strangers on Train” (WB). Look- 
ing up to good $9,000. Last week, 
‘Folsom Prison” (WB) inched out 


$6,900. 
Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-70) 
—Thé Prowler” (UA). Indicating 


best response in current weeks at 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $482,800 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 





$448, 
(Based pn 18 theatres.) 


‘ANGEL, AT 3 HOUSES, 
NEAT 2236, DENVER 


Denver, July 3. 

“Half Angel,” at three houses, is 
tap grosser here this week. “Secret 
of Convict Lake,” at two houses, 
is second. “Excuse My Dust,” at 
the Broadway, stays as does “Ace 
in the Hole” at the Denham. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-80)— 





Dollar Pursuit” (Rep), day-date 


wn, | with Tabor, Webber. Fine $9,000. 


Last week, “Lorna Doone” (Col) 
and “When the Redskins Rode” 
(Col), nice $8,000. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 40- 
80)—“‘Excuse My Dust” (M-G). 
Good $9,000 and holdi Last 


$5,000 (2d wk). 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-80) 
—‘Ace in Hole” (Par). Fair $9,500 
and holding. Last week, “Oliver 
Twist” (UA), fair $9,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525;  40-80)— 
“Secret of Convict Lake” (20th) 
and “Big Gusher” (Col), day-date 
with Esquire. Good $14,500. Last 
week, “Fabiola” (UA) and “Father 
Takes the Air’ (Mono), good 
14,000 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-80)— 
“Secret of Convict Lake” (20th) 
and “Big Gusher” (Col), day-date 
with Denver. Good $2,500. Last 
week, “Fabiola” (UA) and “Father 
Takes the Air” (Mono), good 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 40-80)— 
“Cause for Alarm” (M-G) and 
“Seven Days to Noon” (Indie). 
Pulled after 5 days; poor $5,000. 
Last week, “Great Caruso” (M-G) 

and‘ Man From Planet X” (UA), 
poor $8,000 (4th wk). 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 40-80)— 
“Bitter Rice” (Lux) and “Murder 
in Reverse” (Indie) (2d wk). Fair 
$2.500. Last week, good $3,500 


Tabor (Fox) (1,967:  40-80)— 


‘Half Angel” (20th) and nae 
Dollar 


Pursuit” (Rep), 
with Aladdin, Webber. Fine 250.500. 
Last week, “Lorna Doone” (Col) 
Redskins Rode” 
Col), nice $8,000 

(Pike) (600; 60-80 
“Winslow Boy” (UA). Fair $2,000. 
Last week on reissues. | 
Webber (Fox) (750; 40-80)— 
“Half Angel” Spe! and “Million 
Dollar Pursuit” p), rg ys 

with Aladdin, Tabor Fine $4,000. 
Last week, “Lorna Doone” (Col) 


and “When the Redskins Rode” 
nice $4,500. 


“Half Angel” (20th) and “Million | ¢ 


week, “Sealed Cargo” (R O), fair- 


0» | in second 











‘Broke’ Husky $13,000, . 
‘Ace’ 11G in Buffalo 
Buffalo, July 3. 
Holiday week on the upgrade 
here with new pix a factor. 
Estimates for. This Week 
Buffalo (Loew's) (3,500; 40-70)— | 
“Go For Broke” (M-G). Husky | 
$13,000. Last week, over $11,000 
for “Rawhide” (20th) and “Cause 
for Alarm” (M-G). 
Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Ace in Hole” (Par) and “Father 
Takes the Air” (Indie). Topping 


lively $11,000. Last week, “House 
on bp ag es Hill” (20th) and “Cir- 
cle of Danger’ (UA), over $9,000; 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)— 
“Strangers on a Train” (WB). Neat 
$10,000. Last week (9 days), “The 
Scarf” (UA) and “Long Dark Hall” 
(B-L), $8,000 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-76)— 
“Santa Fe’ (Col) and “The Big | 
Gusher” (Col). Soft $7,000. Last’ 
week, “Apache Drums” (U) and 
“Wicked City”.(UA), ditto. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)—“As Young as You Feel” 
(20th) and “Secret of Monte Carlo” 


(Indie). Slow $7,500. Last week, 
“Best of Badmen” (RKO) and 
“Tokyo File” (RKO), $6,000. 





Prince’ Snazzy 
236 In Detroit, 
‘Ace’ Neat 166 


Detroit, July 3. 

World preem of “Prince Who 
Was a Thief,” with personals of 
stars Tony Curtis and Piper 
Laurie, is boosting total to a 
princely sum at the Michigan. 
“Ace in Hole” is scoring well at 
the Palms. “Best of Badmen” is 
only fair at the Fox. “Apache 
Drums” looks OK at United Art- 
ists. “Caruso” is steady in sixth 
week at the Adams. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) 

—*“Best of Badmen” (RKO) and 
“Tokyo File 212” (RKO). Fair 
$20,000. Last week, “Take Care 
My Girl” a and “Big Gusher” 
(Col), $21,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95)—"Prince Who Was a Thief” 
(U) and “Try and Get Me” (UA). 
Neat $23,000. ‘Last week, “Scarf” 
shaped and “Long Dark Hall” (UA) 

Palms (UD) (2 900; '70-95)—“Ace 
in Hole” (Par) and “Skipalong 
Rosénbloom” (Rep). OK $16,000. 
Last week, 
and “Secrets of Monte Carlo” 
(Mono) $14,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95) — 
“Beast 
and “Walking Dead” yt ay (re- 
“Sungle, Sediemners inKO}"s 
bs e Headhun oe 

Badlands” (RKO) $6,000 


week. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70- 
95)—“Apache Drums” (U) and 
“Casa Manana”. (Mono). OK $12;- 
000. Last week, “Night Into Morn- 
ing” (M-G) and “No Questions 
Asked” ag? $12,000 

Adams 


Balaban): (1,700; 70-95)| - 


_$eareso” (M-G) (6th wk). Steady 
at Seti Last week, $7,000. 





Francisco, July a 

World Kova of “Peking Ex 
press” at Paramount was hy 
opening day by p.a.’s of Cot 
Calvert, Joseph Cotten and Ed- 
mund Gwenn. Ditto St. Francis |-g5 
date on “Stranger on a Train” with |« 
personal of Al — Hitchcock. 

Estima or This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 60-85) 

—"Little Giant” and “Time of 
Their Lives” (both Indie reissues). 
Pallid $10,500. Last week, “Tokyo 
File 212” (RKO) and “Atrocities of 
Gestapo” (Film Classics), thin 
$9,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—‘Se- 
cret of Convict Lake” (20th) and 
“Casa Mana” (Mono), $16,500. Last 
week, “Take Care of My Little 


(Mono), nice $16,500. 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 60-85) 
“Excuse My Dust” (M-G) (2d wk- 
6 Gays), $10,000. Last week, big 


Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Peking Express” (Par) and “Dan- 
. Zone” (Lip). Strong $18,000. 





$9,000. Last week, “Best of ar 
Men” (RKO) fell down $4,400 


week, “New Mexico” (UA) 
rar g “Painted Hills” (M-G), $14,500. 


we. 2-| Peking Bally Snares Big 186, Frisco; 
| Strangers Neat $16,800, ‘Apache’ 146)" 


St. Francis 2 (ree) (1,400; 60-85)— 

“Strangers on a Train” (WB). 
i|$i6.800° L Last week, “Oliver 
ne | (UA) (3d ccaumnaie Cy $6 


(No, Coast) — Ht 


she Apache brane ur” (Col). Nice 2 $14,000. 


Last _week, “Texas Rang (Col) 
and. “The Big Gusher” (Col), 
$12,000. ‘ 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: 
55-85)—““Groom Wore Spurs” (U 
and “Katie Did It” (U) (@d wk). 
Ney A $7,000. Last week, fine 


~—ee 


Stagedoor (Ackerman - Rosener) 
(370; $1.80 to $2.40) — “Tales of 
Hoffmann” (Indie) (3d wk). H 
$8,200. Last. week, house reco 


Girl” (20th) and “Yukon Manhunt” | $8,500 


Clay tRosener) (400; 65-85) —“Or- 
pheus” bye g (3d wk), $2,300. Last 
week, $2,600. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Street of Shadows” (Indie) and 
“She Returned at Dawn” (Indie) 
(2d wk), $2,000. Last week, $2,200. 

Vogue ( (S. F. Theatres) (354; 85) 
—Kon-Tiki” (9th wk), $3,800, Last 





week, $4,500. 


j product, “On the Riviera” is smash 


“Folsom Prison” (WB) | 500. 


With Five Fingers” (WB) | fair $7,500. 


=| Indpls. Un; ‘Apache? 9C, 


Wednesday, July 4, 1951 ~~ 


‘Frogmen’ Smash $28,000, Tops Philly; 
‘Strangers Mild TG, Bullighter 14G 


Key Cty Grosses |esSGat mcs hee 


at *S the Fox. Biz gen- 
pages gs ga aa 
Estimated Total Gross 
This week. 


. $2,023,000 gee a on hee is clocking 
(Based on 22 ‘cities, 191 the- a reasonable sum at the. Stanley, 




































atres, chiefly first runs, includ- | but it’s still d isappointing. “Bull- 
ing N.Y.) fighter and Lady” is bringing few 
Total inven Same Week aficionades to the Mastbaum, an 
Last Year........ $2,128,000 Fury of Congo,” with the nels of 
(Based on 22 cities, and 185 stage show, is faltering at the 
theatres) Earle. “Angelo,” which bowed in 





at the World, shapes up as small 
house’s biggest attraction in 
months. 

Arcadia (Indie). (625; $1.30-$2.40) 
—Tales of Hoffmann” (Indie) 
(10th wk). Up to nice $4,500. Last 
week, nice $4,200. 

Boyd (WB) (2, 360; 50-99)—“Great 
Caruso” (M-G) (8th wk). Fine $14,- 
000. Last week, forte $15,000. 

Earle (WB) (2. 700; 50-99) —“Fury 
of Congo” (Col) with Toni Harper 
and stage show. Fair $18,500. Last 
week, “Air Cadets” (U-I) plus Ori- 
oles, Ruth ap Willis Jackson 


Orch, mild $18,000. 
Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—"Frog- 
mash $28,000. Last 


men” (20th). 
week, “House on Telegraph Hill” 
50- 


(20th), neat $18,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 
99)—“Appointment with Danger” 
(Par) (2d. wk). Dull: $89,000. Last 
week, so-so $13,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)—~ 
tue te and Lady” (Rep). Weak 
$14,000. Last week, “Best of Bad 
Men” (RKO), puny ‘$16,500. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
99)—“‘Teresa” (M-G) (2d wk). Solid 
11,000. Last week, sock $14,000 
or Opener. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—“As Young as You Feel” (20th) 
(2d wk). Down to $8,000. Last 
week. peor $10,000. 

ey (WB). (2,900; 50-99) 
“Strangers on Train” (WB). Mild 
$17,000. Last week, “Two of Kind” 
ag dull $12,500. 

(1,473; 50-99)— 


(WB) 
“Last. eo bgt (Par). Good ll, 
oo tee “American py” 

tAA), — $10,000. 
Trans-Lax (T-L) (500; 50-99)— 
“Tony Draws Horse” (F-A) (2d wk). 
Okay $3,200. Fair $4,000 for 


opener. 

World (G&S) (500; 50-99)—‘“An- 
gelo” (Indie), Strong $5,000. Last 
week, second run. 


‘RIVIERA’ SMASH 236 
TO PACE TORONTO 


Toronto, July 3. 
With biz on définite upbeat on 


leader, with “Strangers on a 
Train” also big and “Take Care of 
My Little Girl” very good. On 
announcement of final seventh 
week, “Great Caruso” is topping 
previous week’s gross, with “Sol- 
diers Three” also bigger on hold- 
over. 

Estimates for Ree Week 
Mayfair, 
‘ : (1,059; 
955; 470; 698: 694: 35-60)—“Santa 
Fe” (Col) and “Casa Manana” 
(Mono). Light $10.000. Last week, 
“Smueglers’ Island” (U) and “Mil- 
lion YPollar Pursuit” (Rep), good 
$14.500. 

Erlinten, ,Victoria (FP) . (1.180; 
1,140: 40-80)—"“Up in Mabel’s 
Room” (EL) and “Twin Beds” (EL) 
(reissues). Fair $9.000. Last week, 
“Beachcomber” (SRO) and “Pris- 
$7500. of Zenda” (SRO) (reissues), 

Hyland (Rank) (1 357; 50-80)— 
“Browning Story” (Rank) (8th wk). 
Still. steadv at $4,500 after last 
week’s &5.000. 

Imperia! (FP) (3.373: 40-80)— 
“On the Riviera” (20th). Smash 
“Only the 


$23.000. T.ast week. 
Valiant” (WB), $13.000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,743; 40-70)— 
“Great Caruso” (M-G) (7th wk). 
On announcement of final wee 
biz uvped to good $10,000 after las 
week’s $8.500. 

Nortown. University (FP) (959: 
1.588: 40-80) — “Sealed Cargo” 
(RKO). Fair $13,000. ~ Last week, 
“Second Woman” (UA). $13.000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390: 50-90)— 
“Take Care of My 4 Girl” 
(20th). . Very good $13,000. Last 
week, “Sirorco”™ (Col). $10,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 
“Strangers on a Train” (WB). 
$15.000. Last week, “Appointment 
with Danger” - (Par) (2d wk), $7,- 


U (Loew) (2.743; 40-80)— 
“a ers Three” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Building. to $8,500 after last week's 








‘Strangers’ Good 946) cc 
Indianapolis, July 3. 


Biz has perked up at first-runs 
here this stanza, all major entries | is 


a 


spell that cut down on outdoor 
competition. “Apache Drums,” at 
Indiana, appears le 
but “Strangers on a at 
Circle, and “Strictly Distonorabte,” 
at Loew’s, are right behirid. 
_Estimates for This Week 
(Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 44- | 85) — “Th: 
65)— on. Train” (WB) 


Last bs 
uard” (Rep) and “ e of Dan- 
(UA). Thin $6,500 in six 


s. 
w’s atone (2,427; 44-65)— 
Dishonorable” (M-G) and 
py Meets Scotland Yard” 


week, 


“Coun 
mela 
1 and “Gasoline Al- 


ley" iGo ag 

(Gambie Delle) * (1,600; 
sdb “Caray Scout” (Mono) 
and “Red Desert” (Indie). oe 
$6, pe Meg, “Folsom. Pri 
son n” 


(wB sBadman's Gold” 
(UA). ih pnd $5, 


Ala. Outdoorer for ey eg 
Huntsville, Ala., July 3. 


Grading has 
to eg say a a mg near - ayst 4 16000. 
herg or tearoes, call for Cocuseones™ 


7,000. Last week, 
Part ‘(REKO) and “De- 
” (U), bettered average at 


1908 
50-69)—“‘Fort Worth. (er). 
of westerns in to recently, 
ladies Last week, ik. “Fabiola” (UA), 


ce $10, 





Tower ranada 
(Fox _Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 
‘ake Care of My 








theatre in late sum-/| Last w week, 
ill accommodate 150 outta. (U), Py Fat Man” (U), stayed 
days, light $1 3,000, 


er a special walk-in section.’ only six 





TERE ERE Hoo oy 





i 
\ 


TALKS 


and the inspiration behind the 
up-beat at box-offices is M-G=M& 


a 


“I saw ‘GREAT “Want laughs and 


CARUSO” three action? See ‘GO. 


FOR BROKE?” 


“Get a load of 
AND THE LADY’ _ that ‘STRICTLY 
is excellent.” DISHONORABLE’.”,. AND PRETTY™” coming soon.” 


“Will you join - “There’s a lovely . 
our party at _ few star in 
‘SHOW BOAT?” “TERESA’.” 


@ 3% 


“Let’s watch for **PEOPLE AGAINST 


‘RICH, YOUNG | O’HARA’ is 


THE TRADE TALKS 
and “Best offerings, M-G-M” 
said Allied Theatre Owners of 
New Jersey at their meeting, 


reported in Film Daily, June 14th. 


SHORT TIP: “Bargain Madness” Pete Smith howl is timely travesty that will convulse your folks. Book it fast! 


* Asterisk denotes Technicolor 


- 
Dr i a Coit een atari Br ae : 


wk Meta, gate teal 


° 
arto ee rs a Cap sO Tete Tea ee 
"nts coer a6 F ae" Seeia teas, 5 enema ar 24 emo 
pen Yee OE ae 2 2 a ee ot Be eee a eae 








so adap So it in, tla aaa 


so 


INTERNATIONAL 








| Are eet sere 





German Pix Industry Split Over 


- Screen Quota; 1.5. Reps Bide Time |. 





Munich, June 26. 4- 


The rift in the west Ger- 
man motion picture industry over 
the planned screen quota legisla- 
tion split wide open here today 
(26), as producers and distributors 
announced the establishment of a 
new joint industry association. This 
action means that the pic industry 
is now split into two bitterly hos- 
tile camps, with producers and dis- 
tribs on one side, and exhibitors 
on the other. 

Development, which seemed in- 
evitable after the past few weeks’ 
intensified wrangle over the prob- 
lem of the screen quota, came dur- 
ing the general assembly meeting 
here of Spitzenorganization der 
Filmwirtschaft (SPIO), the top in- 
dustry association of this country, 
which united all three branches of 
the industry. 

Theo Aulich, general manager of 
SPIO, announced his resignation 
and stated that SPIO’s activities 
in the past 18 months, aimed at the 
consolidation of the industry, have 
failed completely. D:. Bruno Baum 
and Horst von: Hartlieb, legal ad- 
visers of the Producers Assn. and 
the Distributors Assn., respectively, 
announced the establishment of the 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Filmin- 
dustrie in Deutschland (AFD), or 
Working Assn. of the Motion #ic- 
ture Industry in Cermany. 

The joint announcement stated 
that the formation of AFD became 
necessary because it is no longer 
possible to have an association that 
represents common interests of 
producers. and distribs, with the 
exhibitors. Announcement further 
revealed that Aulich has taken over 
the position of general manager in 
AFD. 

Battle within the German indus- 
try is being watched with interest 
by the German branches of the big 
U. S. distributors; as well as by 
local reps of Motion Picture Assn. 
of America (MPAA).-There was no 
immediate reaction from MPAA 
companies on the possibility of 
their joining AFD, and an MPAA 
spokesman said companies .are 
adopting a “wait and see” attitude, 
since the principal aim of AFD’s 
foundation was to set up a solid 


$3,000,000 Mex TV Centre 
Bowing; 6-Hour Day Sked 


Mexico City, June 26. 

Televicentro, television centre 
here, featuring station XEW-TV, 
channel 5, eost $3,000,000 and cov- 
ers two city blocks, Emilio Azcar- 
raga, radio-cinema tycoon, who 
built and operates thé centre, told 
the local Rotary Club at the dinner 
they tendered him. 

Azcarraga added that color TV 
in Mexico will not be feasible in 
the next few years. 

XEW-TV goes on a six-hour daily 
transmission basis starting July 5. 
XEW-TV is the second video sta- 
tion here. The first, started last 
summer, XH-TV, channel 14, is 
owned and operated by Novedades, 
important local daily. 

Local radio stations function 19 
hours daily. 


Newsreels Tiff 
On Olympics 


Zurich, June 26. 

Olympic committees reportedly 
are again trying to make a deal 
with a film company of their own 
choosing to cover next year’s win- 
ter games at Oslo and Helsinki 
exclusively. What they have in 
mind is an arrangement similar to 
the monopoly granted the Rank 
Organization two years ago to 
handle the summer games. Rank 
then sold the rights worldwide. 

Practice of the committees in 
handing one firm the exclusive 
rights is opposed by most of the 
newsreel companies. They claim 
it’s a very unsatisfactory process, 
because the necessity of produc- 
ing.a great number of duplicating 
masters of all footage shot will 
delay considerably all the world’s 
new coverage of the event. Mara- 
thon Newsreel is leading the op- 





producer-distrib union to battlej position 


exhibs’ anti-screen quota plans, 


Brit. Commons Okays New 
Pix Admission Tax Sked 





Set to Yield $35,000,000 |i-=" 


London, July 3: 


less film rental payments, 


INITIAL BID ON UFA 





MADE BY MOSAIC FILM 


Berlin, June 26. 
The first bid on 
trust film studios 


ted by Mosaic Ba, glegend 


chronization studio at Te 
Price is said to be around 


marks ($110,000). Deal will prob- 


ably be consummated next week, 
according to Joseph P. pe nora 
High Commission property 


The entire UFA property is on 
the block with a price tag around 
marks (§.,000,000) At the 
time, Berlin film biz is 


8,000, 
presen 
restricted mostly te synchroniza~ 


tion. Carl Froelich is currently 


phy Paul 


Gordon’s “Heavenly Music” (“Es 


shooting ‘ ” for the 
outfit at Templehuf. Two 


Geht Nicht Ohne Gisela”) . 
“John and the 13 Beauty 


ABmn 3 
(Berolina-Agfa color) were recent- | 103,000,000 


ly completed. The 
filmed at the C.C.C. 
Hans Deppe directing. 


former was 


tap Sentoee ANA | 


studios with 





Marathon turned out a daily TV 
reel of the 1948 Olympic games 
at St. Moritz with cooperation of 
the Swiss Broadcasting Corp. At 
that “time prints were aired on 
the DuMont net in New York with- 
in 30 hours of the events. Com- 
, according to its exec direc- 
tor, Konstantin Kalser, is attempt- 
a Eh OE ge gy Bl BE er 

and Helsinki, but is somewhat 


committees mull an 

A similar situation with regard 
to 4m existed in St. Moritz at 
1948 contests.. ratayes J Mara 
was able to cover he apestatic 
with the help of Swiss Broadcast- | 7.14 


\stymied at the moment while the 
exclusive deal. 


vision — live or film — is still 
radio and thus comes under their 
license.” 





-| Jap Pix Distrib Earnings 


On 30% Upbeat This Year 
Tokyo, June 26. 
Earnings of motion picture -dis- 
tribs ‘in Japan are on the upbeat 
this year, a recent survey disclosed. 
| April, 1951, showed an average in- 
crease of 30% over comparable pe- 
riod last year for the major dis- 


tribs. Only Toei, which recently 


entered the distributing field, lost 
ground during the month. Its earn- 
submit-|ings were 53,000,000. yen ($146,- 
500), a loss of approximately 15% 
from its April, 1950, net. 

~ Central Motion Picture Ex- 
week, | change, U. S. distrib operating un- 
der the . Motion Picture Export 
Assn. banner, showed a net take 


of 238,078,000 yen ($666,000) for 
the month, an increase of approxi- 
mately 20% over last year. The 
April, 1950, earnings were 198,710,- 
000 yen ($556,000). 


- Ameng ‘the Nipponese majors,j . 


Shochiku earned 165,000,000 y 
($456,000), an increase of 38%: 
and | Daiei netted. 130,000,000 yen ($364,- 


bs AR i a 24% gain: Toho earned | 


on ($290,000); 30% 
was | higher; and Shin Toho (New Toho) 

78,400,000 yen ($219,000), a 
7% jump. 





It wilt then transfer to 
St. Andrew’s Hall, Glasgow, for two 


weeks, 
“Estaites” was the hit of the 
years 


Edinburgh Festival three 
ago. 





ABPC Finishes Best Year 


Since ’47; Nets $1,856,425 
On Its Gross of $7,013,230 


London, June 26. 

Apart from the boom year of 
1947, when it made a gross profit 
of $8,500,000, Associated British 
Picture Corp. has just completed 
its best trading period. Final re- 
sults for the year, ended March 31 
last, show that the gross trading 
profit amounted to $7,013,230. This 
figure cempares with $6,175,745 in 
the previous 12 months. 

Taxation, interest and deprecia- 
tion took a heavy bite of the gross, 
leaving a net profit of $1,856,425. 
This represents an improvement of 
$336,000 over the prévious year. 
Biggest individual payments shown 
in the preliminary account is that 
for taxation, which amounts to $3,- 
408,899. Interest ‘amounted to 
$420,000, and depreciation and 
"Peers is shown as $1,221,- 

Following a settlement of com- 
pany’s excess profits tax liabilities 
for the years 1939-46, a taxation 
provision of $1,400,000 has been 
transferred to general reserve, to- 
gether with an additional $560,000 
from the available balance. 

Final dividend of 124%% is de- 
clared on the ordinary stock, mak- 
ing a total of 20% fer the year. 
The same dividend was paid last 
year, 


HEAT SLOWS ITALO B.0.; 
U.S. FILMS STILL LEAD 


Genoa, June 26. 
Warm weather has slowed down 
the take at most Italian film box- 
offices to a slow trickle, with re- 
turns form 10 key cities indicating 
a sharp drop in June figures. Total 
grosses dropped slightly in Febru-} 
ary from a January high 
rose again through March to an- 
other high in aoe, then slowly 
headed neh rem May. Present 
sharp: drop, in is 

also 
ciently 





strong’ product and 2 
consumer resistance 


firstrun prices resotting 


higher 
cre the easinian’ 1 government tax 


_teppers in March &nd 
slate were a by “That Forsythe 
“Little Women” 
(Meteo), oe § included “Treasure 
Island” (RKO), “Sunset Boule- 
vard” (Par), “Rio Grande” (Rep.), 
“Closed Shutters” (Italian), “East 
Side, -West Side” (Metro), and 
“Bright Leaf” (WB). Among May 
leaders were “Father of the Bride,” 
“Miniver Story” and “To Please A 
Lady” (all Metro), and “Flame 
and the Arrow” (WB). 


Current London Shows 
Phin show weeks of run) 


‘London, July 3. 
ps On ob ” St. Jas. (9). 


Rig Majesty's ( a 


"Do cute be, aude (3). 
vo 

“Fancy Pr. bog (8). 

“Folics Beneore” Hi p. (17). 

“aye the won” s Shoille (20). 


SBappy Family,” Duchess (9) 
gn ” Palace: (93). 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Coliseum (17). 


it’s Madn’ss,” Vic Pal (68). 
Aa oe (17), - 
“Little 


” Lyric (45 
“London M 
- “Love 4 Calo 
“Man & Sup’rm'n,” 
“Merry Wives,” Old Vic. 6. 
“Penny Plain,” St. Mart. (1). 
“Reluctant. Heroes,” Wh’'th. (42). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Globe (66). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (55). 
“Take It From Us,” Adelphi (35). 
“Three ” Aldwych ( 

















10). 
wwaters of} om” Hym'k't ao 
“Whe * Criterion (31), 
“whe ” York (14). 


aor ” Phoenix (1). 
; LAST WEEK 
“Hamlet,” (8) 


| “Will Gentleman,” Strand (43). 


“Worm’s View,” Comedy (219). 


part seasonal, 
being blamed on lack of suffi-' 





US. Pixers Taking Larger Share : 
Austria Filming Hits Postwar High 





Winter’s Tale’ Revival 


Looks Sock in London 


London, July 3. 

Tennent Productions presented 
Shakespeare's “The Winter’s Tale” 
at the Phoenix, June 27, making 
the last of the Festival of Britain’s 
classic productions. It’s artistically 
staged and superbly directed by 
Peter Brook and is a triumph for 
John Gielgud, Diana Wynyard and 
Flora Robson, who teceived a rous- 
ing reception. George Rese was 
also acclaimed in a minor role. 

Attractive background music 
minstrel songs by Christopher Fry 
ephance the colorful, tastefully 
mo sets and costumes by 
Sophie Fedorovitch. Press was 
warmly appreciative and show is 
likely to prove one of the sea- 
son’s biggest boxoffice draws, 


Korda Seeking 
Arg. Sales Deal 


Buenos Aires, June 26. 

Viadimir Liasim, Sir Alexander 
Korda’s London rep, 
charge of the European market for 
London Films, is here on the last 
lap of a Central and South Ameri- 
can trip designed to sell Korda’s 
films in Spanish-speaking America. 
He plans to stay about a month in 





Buenos Aires studying the critical 


position in importations of foreign 
pix, with a view to deciding what 
Korda’s future policy should be in 
this market. 

So far Lissim’s tour has taken 


him to Colombia, Mexico, Cuba and 


some Central American countries, 
and has worked out deals in all of 
them. In Argentina the picture 
appears improved, now -that Great 
Britain and Argentina have finally 
agreed.to allew Britain to buy 
Argentine béef. There seems a 
fair chance of Argentina purchas- 
ing British. products, but no one 


knows whether British pix will be 
uded. 





Stockholm, June 26. 

The number of film theatres in 
Finland is increasing every month, 
according to Veikko Aittola, of 
Finland’s Film Chamber (Suomen 
Filmikamari), who has been here 
attending the Swedish Cinema 
Owners’ annual meeting. Aijttola 
said there now are about 497 cin- 
emas, with 139 ow eg capacity, 
operating in F 

In Helsinki, the cae there 
are 22 first-run houses, with total 
seating ca ty of 12,521. The 
largest is the Aloha, a 1,200-seater. 

Asked why there are so many 
Soviet films shown in Finland as 


Scandina 

plained that when the last Finnish- 
Russian war ended, there wefe 
three film theatres in Helsinki 
owned by a German. These were 
taken over as war damages by the 
Russians, and now: Russian 
films or those made Soviet- 


‘| dominated countries are shown at 
‘| the three houses, One is the Capi- 


tol, an 860-seater; the Royal, with 
389 seats, and the second-run 
Plaza. The houses are managed 
by Kosmos Filmi, Finnish distrib 
of Seviet. pix. 





University Degree to Sim 
Edinburgh, June 26. 

Alastair Sim, British actor, now 
filming at Nettlefold studios in 
title role of “ .” returns 
here, his native city, on July 6 


to receive a degree from 
burgh Universtity. 
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-* By JOSEPH ISRAELS, 24 


Vienna, June 26. 

Film production activity in Aus- 
tria has reached a postwar high 
with the coming of summer. All 
of the country’s studio facilities are 
in full use by native or visiting 
companies, including the Mort 
Briskin unit from Hollywood. 
Other stateside producers have 
been here on scouting expeditions, 
and are developing plans for Aus- 
trian shooting. 


In sharp contrast to conditions 
a few. months ago, when Austrian 
studios were mostly vacant, pix 
are now shooting all over the place. 
Briskin unit occupies the Sievering 
(American Zone) studios of Wien 
Film and is booked in there un- 
til October for “No Time for Flow- 
ers,” Viveca Lindfors-Paul Chris- 
tian starrer now shooting, and an- 
other script to follow starting in 
Augfst. Other west zone Wien 
Film.studio, in Schonbrunn (Brit- 
ish), starts Paula Wessely’s “Maria 
Theresa” color vehicle under di- 
rector E. E. Reinert from France. 
Setting of the Wessely pic in 
Schonbrunn followed a brief hassle 
in which the Austrian company 
threatened injunction against Wien 
Film and Briskin over occupancy 
of the larger Sievering studio. This 
was settled amicably when Briskin 
proved his rental agreement dated 
back to last year. 


Tiny Parsch studio in the sub- 
urbs of Salzburg is working with a 
Franz Antel production. of a Salz- 
kammergut musical Thiersee in 
French Tyrol ts up “Im- 
possible ey while cutting 
and dubbing is Ptogress on 
Wolfgang Licbensinas’s “Devil 
Woman.” In Graz, where the stu 
dio is a former airplane hangar, 
Karl Hartl is starting a criminal 
number starring Osear Homolka in 
his first postwar German-language 
role. By end of July the same 


with music by Michael Jary and 
starring Curd Jurgens. 
Russ Control 

Wien Film studio in Rosenhugel, 
on the outskirts of Vienna but in 
the Soviet zone, is also going with 
a new Agfacolor musical under di- 
rection of Rudolf Steinbock, Josef- 
stadter Theatre director, in his first 
cinema job. Rosenhugel is the best 
and most modern in Austria: But 
since it’s under 


pervised the English synchroniza- 
tion of one of these for potential 
stateside release. 


Sam Marx, Columbia producer, 
was recently in town to set back- 
for a Coast 


with Alene Dickinson, former Hol- 
lywood agent, on a proposed fea- 
ture production under William Die- 





Mexico City, June 26. 
Gustavo Sameniegos, ex-Col as- 
sistant manager here, now owns the 
long-established Jorge M. Dada 
concern, distributors of indepen- 


ness from Jorge M. Dada, the foun- 
der, came to the Dada banner last 
year as sales manager. Dada is 

continuing as an associate. 
Dada-distributed “Apocalip- 
in its second week at 
pioneer firstrun 
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drawn buses; regional street fairs; 
decor in the fashion- 
boulevards; Place Ven- 
dome, rue St. Honore; Faubourg 
Honore and Champs-Elysees 
’ aristic displays, But 
American idea, where 

every Woolworth’s would have had 
with suitable billing her- 
national fete ‘as with 


or a medallion, with some legend 
or symbol pointing up the 2,000th 
anni, but in actuality this past 
spring’s showmanship in New York, 
trailerizing the Bimillenary, ex- 
ceeded what is going on over here. 


Maxim’s Big Catering Biz 
May Spark N.Y. Invasion 


A review of the local eatery, 
nitery and general show scene pro- 
duces: these highlights: 

Maggie and Louis Vaudable, who 
own Maxim’s and whose rue Roy- 
ale landmark rates with La Tour 
d’Argent, the Champs-Elysees, the 
Eiffel Tower and the Louvre among 
the top must-do Paris highlizhts, 
envision broader international ho- 
rizons. In a large measure this was 
cued to them by the 40,000 meals 
per month that they now exter to 
the Pan-American Worldwide Air- 
ways. 

Mrs. Vaudable relates that, just 
as her husband enj 
reputation as being an expert on 
all vintages—-some are just crack 
Bourgogne tasters, some are ex- 
perts on Rhine and. Rhone wines, 
some on cognacs, but he is an all- 


and which the frozen viands, ete. 
From this stem other hvurizons 


for the Vaudables. They plan a 
New York but it would be es- 
sentially an eatery primed 


chiefly as a springboard for their 
catering business. They quote 
statistics, such as Henri Soule’s Le 
Pavilion, on New York's East 55th 
with its $750,000 gross, as 
Sherry’s catering business 


uber 


Incidentally, his Carrere’s has 
an unique nitery act in Solange: 
Zambelli and her horse, Mignon, 
equine. 


~ 


a well-trained highschool 
It weuid be a great 






in the U! S. A “Chinese” contor-jformer Folies Bergere clickeroo. 
tive acrobat is Chester Kingston] seemingly is aware that the 
(probably British), who wears a|Lido Club management (Pierre- 
prop pigtail and s skulliLvuis Guerin and Rene Fraday) 
toupe, and the show is ed out] plan tougher competition to the 
by James Cuny, acrobatic Folies in the fall, with Maurice 


juggler. 
The bandlezder is Alert Barelli 
distinguished musician of the 


;| back of the Sacre Coeur, provides 


oys an unique| 








tip 30-50c. 


HEE 


tito conform to local custom and 


-|™ Back to the Folies—the Peters 


Harry James school 
ing virtuosity. He’s also a song- 
smith of local repute. 
Watta Backdrop 

. Claude Terraill, who operates the 
family’s La Tour d’Argent, of 
course has the famed Cathedral of 
Notre Dame as a natural backdrop 
for his class eatery in the silver 
Tower, from whence stems the bill- 
ing. And when the Notre Dame is 


backdrop anybody could desire. 
That goes for the vista from the 
top of Montmartre, when the side- 
walk cafes around La Mere 
Catherine's, on the Place du Terte 


a panorama of the city that com- 
pares with viewing Manhattan from 
the Empire State or RCA Bidgs. 


This gastronomic showmanship 
finds shape, in many_ways in the 
best Paris tradition.. For instance, 
la Table du Roy couples corny 
showmanship with superb gro- 
ceries, in that the King’s Table— 
bonifaced by a guy called George— 
includes a musical: comedy “coro- 
nation” for VIPs by the host, who 
also chefs. He parades his eatery 
in the traditional chef’s chapeau, 
ad libs the menu in flowery en- 
comiums—there’s never a printed 
menu—and if perchance you cross 
him up on the food-drink script 
that he recites, he does the biggest 
hearts - and - flowers - now - don’t - 


lit up its the best gastronomic | 





blame-me act since “Over the 


martre, off Place . 
Liberty’s ak eit ies bere 
in business ness since the turn-of-the- 
tury. ‘s indigenously a 
French place, and the comedy is 
too special for the average tourist, 
but the idea can be savvied by any 


and all. It’s a switch on the sing- 
ing waiters, excepting that instead 
of erying-in-their-beer, between 

urses, they don different regalia. 
Hi it's a Scotch number, they don 


and like. 


would be in the U. S., 
been going on for decades, appar- 
ently to the — and pros- 


There are some good acts, too. 
It’s all a Gallic “Chauve Souris,” 
wherein the béss (fom by name), 
an authoritative and vociferous 
Toots Shor-sort of a boniface, 
heckles the actors-gone-waiters. He 
reminds of a stagestruck Toots, al- 
beit shorter. Jean Richard, a 
French sad-sack version of Johnny 
Burke but with a Wally Cox kisser, 
does an okay monolog that gets 
plenty of laffs. A. versatile three- 
piece band, wherein the sax dou- 
bles clarinet with accordion and 
piano accomp, does plenty to give 


the room bounce. 





The traditional Folies Bergere 
goes on year after Year, and year 
after year the American showman’s 
wonderment mever ceases as to 


tradition. In many respects, the 
recent editions are very Fanchon 
& Marco, on a super-scale, of 
course. But, paradoxically, it isn’t 
all tinsel ‘and tableau. Fundamen- 


than the talent. 


sions, tie-ins on commercials both 
in the show proper and on the 
drops, reminding of the old Lee 


an 
percentage of profit. 
are never donated, 

States; they vend from 
$1.25, 


greater 

The 
in 

to 


the program-seller, just as you 
(100-150 francs) for a 
party of four when taken to your 
seats. The program butchers make 
sure by telling you, “The programs 
80 francs” (or 450 francs), 
may be. 
tipping habit in theatres is 
which is as indigenous 
French as their red and/or 
ble wines. Many years ago 
tried the . “American 
its Blvd. des Italiens show- 
he Paramount. cinema, and 
insistent the tip-habitual- 
fans to foist 20 francs 
and 
that 
policy of the theatre” (no 
), that che Par execs had 


bled 


; 


| 


the tipping because the re- 
aisle-discussions were too 


is 


are the headliners and, 
while good,- that gives an idea of 


Apparently with an eye to meet- 
ing competition, impresario Paul 
De-val is signing Cynda Glenn as 
the star of next fall’s new Folies. 

American comedienne was a 






‘Chevalier to headline its musichall 





Folies Bergere, Casino de Paris, 
And Bal Tabarin Go On Forever 


the latter in the/ the 
}niteries. On top of that you must 


_} most of it rather sin r. He's a 
funny guy alway PP eecnic Bell 


Empire Theatre. This may be rea- 
son for Derval’s concern. e 
Incidentally, as regards Cheval- 
ier’s current contretemps with the 
VU. S. State Dept., it is generally 
agreed that the comedian is hand- 
ling himself wisely in making no 
comment, but local showmen are 
not surprised. canny 

star’s concern about his bankroll 


who know Chevalier figure that, 
having worked so hard for his posi- 
tion and his fortune; he figured 
he’d roll with the Communists, 


people.” \ 
Chevalier’s inroads on the Folies 
—if any— will be for 


stager and er 

The theatre has always been a 
show biz wonderment, in light of 
its extreme : ness, but so 
skillfully is iece of scenery 
designed and fi that it creates 
a s Furthermore, 


on inelines and rises produces a 
dramatic presentation. 

The show jhas its sual quota of 
nudity and. saucin Comedian 
Dandy (no first name) goes with the 
lease for the double-entendre— 


Mer, a blonde looker 
from Israel who doubles into the 
Habibi, local Israelite nitery, and 
who number-leads the production 
with excellent authority. She's a 
good U. S. het. 

Yvonne Menard is the top strip- 
per, a shapely babe, vis-a-vised by 
Frederick Rey. Pierre Larreieu, 
the maestro, also did the musical 
adaptations. Like most French 


"| stellar bet’in Mary Meade, Amer- 


comparison, 
there is no room for the 


profitably if not spectacularly. 


sources—nothing like an exclu- 
sive score written for a show here, 
excepting unless if it’s an operet- 
ta. -Colette Fleuriot is the femme 
lead, and there are a couple of 
minor soubrets and males, but 
Dervel headlines the costumes and 
the decor. This is easily a $200,000 
production, but, unlike Broadway, 
where the Brooks or Eaves Cos- 
tume Cos. could never be the head- 
liner, this is a skillful reverse on 
the Yank standard. The Peters Sis. 
ters, of course, are uninhibited and 
socko in their fractured French 
and almost equally fractured Har- 
lemesque ad libs. 


Perennial Revues 


Where there hasn’t been a hit 
revue on Broadway for years—even 
“Inside. USA” couldn’t be consid- 
ered such—gseemingly this music 
hall formula is timeless in London 
and Paris. (Irving Berlin observed 
there isn’t one new good musical 
here.) Nonetheless the provincials 
get off the buses and pile into the 
Folies, Casino or Bal Tabarin—it’s 
faliacious to conclude that these 
shows are built exclusively for the 
Yank tourist trade. The Americans 
may be blamed for the accent on 
nudity, but that’s been a time-hon- 
ored French custom, lomg before 
the trans-Atlantic deluxe liners 
started plying the N, Y.-to-Paris 
route. 

Another good manifestation of a 
U. S.-outmoded showmanship is the 
use of (1) the runway, and (2) the 
stereopticons for scenic effects. The 
runway brings the gals right up in 
front of the pit musicians, and the 
fashion parades irivariably save the 
low spots are at the right time. 
The Dervans’ shows at the Folies 
haven't had the magic since the 
Louis Lemarchand (producer) days, 
when, seasonally, George White, 
Earl Carroll, the Shuberts, Fic 


tly | Zigfeld, et al., would come over to 


cop ideas. Now there’s nothing to 
steal. The trend has reversed. 


house attaches—in all, 380 


e 
employed weekly. i i 


) 
eurrently at the Casino de Paris, is 
heavy on nudism, but has a’ good: 


jean blonde looker who has had 


use of runways and 
feets are to the fore. ” black- 
are of familiar pattern, but get 
down to the G-string, includ- 
ing the “goodbye Sam” bit, as the 
lovers hide in the ee ese 


ppartement” (“I'm 
looking for a little flat”) is now 2 
Parisian trademark, and her im- 
pressions of Chevalier, Mistinguett, 
Josephine Baker, Fernandel, et al., 
are standouts. , 
The stereopticon effects come 
into good play with a rooftops-of- 
Paris yista from a plane as the 
or are discerned through the 


scrim. 

Vet Parisian impresario, Varna 
permits his people tc do more than 
the Dervals. There is the same 
splendiferous costume display—one 
plume number -would be prohibi- 
tive. according to U. S. standards 
—but the specialists get a chance 
\to do more, such as the Romance 
Sisters, Christian Hubert, Nejla 








policy when they take over the 


musicals, the tunes are from divers 


Charles Vernier, Simone Coryn 


og 
contrast to the dearth 
where it’s a case of. a smash hit or else. Somehow 







Ates, Janine Monin & Jean Guelis,’ 













shows on Broadway, by 
attraction, as in the West End 


or Paris where many a mediocre show manages to eke out a run. 
One explanation, of course, is the lesser operation costs, and 
attendant lesser b.o. scales, which permit some shows to linger 





{good stripper), Jean Rigody 
(comic), Guy Loyal (juve), the 
Brix Bros. (2), Marcia Blugeot, 
Eve Lyne, Joe & Joe, Josette Rob- 


ert, Jacques Rolland, et al. 

In a second-act nitery scene, with 
the linegirls and boys, Grouya does 
a personal, accompanying his wife 
roe Guy Loyal, the French singing 

uve. 


Bal Tabarin Remains 
A Tourist Standard 


Bal Tabarin, Paris institution, 
which still bills Auguste Bosc as 


its founder and gives lingering bill- 
ing to the late Pierre Sandrini, re- 
mains a time-honored must for the 
average tourist (American, British, 
Norse, Lowlands, et al.), as well 
as to the French provincials. 
There is a 500-franc ($1.50) door 
admission, and some just sit up- 
stairs without buying a drink. An 
average tab here figures over $8 
per head. 

The French can-can, which Lou 
Walters decided te import and fea- 
ture in his current Latin Quarter 
show on Broadway, is the tradition- 


al finale. The Bal’s show remains 
the same, a lange of ingenious 
usages of si floors, upstairs 

Ss, a staircase numbers 


that make for flash and splash, 
corny and familiar as may be the 
pattern. But the show does move, 
blending the trampoline Schaller 
Bros. (2), with the acrobatic danc- 
ers Margit & Margot. Yvonne 
Menard (the No. 1 nude, doubling 
from the Folies Bergere), the An- 
drea Dancers (tw6é men and a girl), 
Bood & Bood (sister team), Jacque- 
line & Annette (ditto), danseuse 
Michele Moriss, emcee Roger Goze 
and others round out the show. 
The Folies analogy lingers, in- 
cidentally, with the same “Lost 
Paradise” conception as in the Der- 


Pigalle -go-round with cali- 
spa-set now the pre-finale. 
make a strong splash just pre- 


its. compafiion 
Club Evé on Place 


rH 
eRe 
Hi 
ls 
Hi 
: 


floorshow. 

Ami Aaroe, Jacqueline Marcy, 
The Mayfair Lovelies (an English 
line); David Lober & Greb, bare- 
tootsied 


a man and two femmes despite the 
double-billing, are another U. S. 
act, a comedy cowboy and boom- 
erang-throwing turn. Huguette 
France and Candy Daly are the top 
; Guy Meinsohn, Jac Pro- 


Montels, Janine Caire, Emmy 
ret, Pierre Vaillant, Loulou Bleze 
are chiefly number leaders. 

Alec Shanks’ staging is the high- 
light,- along with the ballets by 
Joan Davis. Paul Durand gets 
credit for some new. music, 
Jean Laporte is the maestro. The 


(Continued on page 25) 
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For the first time in film 
history, a picture is 
launched with an ‘ 
f “Oscar” (awarded 
for “Best performance 


by an Actor”) prior to 
general release! = 








More than $1,000,000 
worth of advance public 
penetration achieved in 
not one but FIVE pre-selling 
campaigns in advertising, 
publicity and promotion! 






















He was three musketeers 
in one—and one lover in a 
million! The screen’s great- 
est swordsman, romantic 
poet and leader! 















Taslaalcteltohicihaacolicohwalare - 
the warene selected roadshow 
paatlolbitelameliohZslen tet: 
CYRANO” is now ready for 

general release and 


FOR THE FIRST TIME AT 
POPULAR PRICES! 


STANLEY 
KRAMER'S 
production 









de bergerac 





: | José FERRER Cymano a be 
‘ co-starring rac 
lis MALA OWERS with william Prince + Morris sigcrertrsed 
Clanton + Produced by Stanley Kramer Thru U A 
Suecten “Michael Gordon + Screenplay by Carl Foreman 
Associate ducer George Giass + Music by Dimitri Tiomkin 














VARIETY 








The Lavender Hill Meb 

Eiffel Tower and shipped to 

But, inevitably, something 

goes wrong with the works and a 

As of luxury in South America 
all he gets out of it. 

One of the comedy highspots of 
the film is a scene at a police ex- 
hibition where Guinness and his 

rincipal accomplice, Stanley Hol- 
oway, first become suspect. They 
bi out of the cordon, steal a 
police ear, and then radio phony 
messages through headquarters. 
This sequence and the other action 
scenes are crisply handled, with a 
light touch. 

Guinness, as usual, shines as the 
trusted escort, and is at his best 
as the mastermind p'otting the in- 
tricate details of the crime. Hollo- 
way is an excellent aide, while the 
two professional crooks in the gang, 
Sidney James and Alfie Bass, com- 
plete the quartet with an abun- 
dance of cockney humor. These 
four dominate the film, and other 
members of the cast, although 
thoughtfully chosen, have on'v mi- 
nor roles. Myro. 


The Dakota Kid 
(SONG) 
Dull, talky oater with minor 
entertainment values for ac- 
tien market. 





Hollywood, June 27. 
_. Republic release of Rudy Ralston pro- 
@uction. Stars Michael Chapin. Lilene 
vanssen; features James Bell, Dann Mor- 
ton, Margaret Field, Robert Shayne, Roy 
Barcroft, uritz Hugo. Directed. by 
Philip Ford. Written by William Lively: 
camera, John MacBurnie; editor, Harry 
Keller; song, Eddie Cherkose, June Styne. 
Previewed June 26, °51. Running time, 


re SS OE ere ee Micheal Chapin 


“Ju RTS ee ST Eilene Janssen 
She Tom White.......... James Bell 

Ee ae Dann Morton 
i BTS PST ree Margaret Field 
Ace Crandall........ «.... Robert Shayne 
yo. GPR ES Ce Ra Roy Barcrofi 
Squire Mason........... Mauritz Hugo 
Sam Dawson... eeendecs House Peters. Jr. 
Cole White ............. Lee Bennett 
PRUE + 5 is woo babs eos 0 0 Michael Ragan 





This is the second entry in Re- 
public’s oater series starring mop- 
pets hael Chapin and Eilene 

anssen. Entertainment values for 
the programmer action market are 
just about on a par with the first 
entry, meaning this has little to 
offer the regular western fan, either 
juve or adult. _ 

Piot is run-of-the-mill and script 
has too much dialog. Direction is 
static, having players standing 
around taiking most of the time. 
There are a few okay action se- 
quences spotted but more could 
fave been used to get. footage on 
the move. Story is involved with 


pecedngge Ae on beam Bagaenges ) nt 
. Crook brings in an outlaw, 
the Dakota Kid, to | got as the 
long-absent nephew of the sheriff, 

headway with his 


and is making 
plans until the two get un- 
der the skin of the Latter’s 


lift 
Lively script. Eilene Janssen pipes 


“What Are Cowboys Made Of” with | Luciant 


minor results. Prodtction values 
and technical credits are routine. - 
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Markhov.... 





(In Russian, English Titles) 

Russian import, while strong 
in “na Bea vor) and scenic 
uallties, appeal. 
though the characters are fictitious. 
ic has documentary facets in that 
t tells the story of the gigantic 
feat. in laying an oil pipeline 
through the Siberian taiga while 
the Nazis were besiegine epee 


im 1942. As oil was the lifebl 
the Soviet mechanized army. com- 


‘Film Reviews 





° reux; 


'y ——- 


Al-| from tongue-in-cheek treatment to 


feat and victory for the Russians 
during the German invasion. 

It is on thatgpremise that the 
story is built. e odds which the 
engineers had to overcome in blast- 
ing and digging their way through 
snow and icg are portrayed vividly, 
but the story misses for those who 
do not understand Russian. Fault 
lies in the fragmentary dialog of- 
fered in the superimposed titles. 
Because of this, it is difficult to fol- 
low the stor$ line. Film is light o 
romance, there being just the sem- 
blance of a love affair between one 
of the engineers: and a femme 
worker. Best performance is turned 
in by Lev Sverdlin, as the boss of 
the engineering project. Actor, by 
the way, has a marked resemblance 
to Jack Benny. 

Magicolor, in which pic was pro- 
duced, is far inferior to U. S. proc- 
esses, but it helps bring out realis- 
tically the Russian landscapes, deep 
in snow in the winter sequences 
and colorful in shots made during 
the country’s milder months. There 
are no war scenes. Alst, 


Je Suis de la Revue 
(I’m in the Revue) 
(FRANCO-ITALIAN) 
(SONGS) 


Paris, June 25. 

FGM release of Dino de Laurentis pro- 
duction. Stars Fernandel, Suzy Delair; 
features Louis Armstrong, Katherine 
Dunham, Nicholas Bros., Borrah Mine- 
vitch’s Harmonica Rascals, Bernard Hilda. 
Directed by Mario Soldati. Camera, Aldo 
Tonti, Tirard. At Olympia, Paris. Run- 
ning time, 90 MINS. 





Film uses a gimmick to string a 
series of variety acts together. 
Low quality of the foisted story 
and obvious dragtin of the solo 
numbers slate this only for special 
situations on names of the top- 
notch stateside talent giving out 
in film. Exploitation angle is 
there. : 

Story concerns the delivery of a 
dress to Suzy Delair, making 4 
a Paris couturier. Dress gets 
lifted by a sex¥ kleptomaniac, and 
in the chase through the variety 
halis of Rome there is time out to 
catch the acts. Fernandel gets a 
chance to do a few birley skits as 
a piousp caught up among 
unclad, passioi creatures. Louis 
Armstrong does two fing solos and 
Katherine Dunham is on hand for 
‘her w.k. rope dance. The Nicholas 
Bros. get over their fine terping in 
spite of mediocre lensing. Miss 

lair delivers some numbers in 
her competent style, but is ham- 
pered by the low caliber of the 
production numbers. 

Lensing of story and numbers 
are not well matched for obvious 
discrepancies. Editing is awkward 
and does not help the flow of the 
film. Pic has a good share of 
seantily-clad cuties and chorus 
numbers for added hypo. Mosk. 


Denne e Briganti 
(Women and Bandits) 
(ITALIAN) 
Genoa, June 23. 
Lux release of Lux Franco-Italian pro- 
duction. Stars Amedeo Nazzari, 
Mauban. Jean Chevrier, Jacqueline Pier- 
features ando Bruno, Paolo 
Stoppa, Guido Celano, Ada Dondini, En- 
rico Viarision, Virgilio 
Porelli. Directed 
‘play. os hg Lestringuez, ba N. 
. Nicola Manzarj; camera, Mario 
mineerk: music. Nino Rota; editor, Mario 
randrei. At Universale, Genoa. 
ning a ogg 93 MINS. ‘ 





nO. \¢cspeages paud aria 
General Hugo..........- ~ Jean Chevrier 
Ss 64 3:0 +p oa Jacqueline Pierreux 
ne (MRA eae Seed N. Bruno 
Mother Superior............ Ada Dondini 
ppino Luciani......... Paolo 
Ferdinend......... Giuseppe 
Ruffo .. 





Lux has dusted off the familiar 
Fra Diavolo story for this Franco- 
Italian co-production. Cast strength 
and light treatment give it box- 
office power at home, especially in 
subsequent runs. Overseas c 
are mild, with sex angle hel ex- 
ploitation somewhat, pic not being 
straight art-house material. 

With oft-amusing flashes of dia- 
log and a deft hand at ligh 
familiar situations, script tells 
the “exploits of famed dit Fra 
Diavolo, who helped fight French 
forces tnvading southern Italy in 
the early 1800's. Aecent -is on 
romance with his girl, Marietta, and 
rivalry with another for her affec- 
tions and bandit leadership. In the 
end, even the opposing FErench 
general recognizes his valor. 


‘Mario Soldati’s direction varies 


laying it straight, which generally 
oe pace moving at a satisfying 


gost are competent, with Amadeo 
azzari perfectly at home as Fra 
Diavolo,-Maria Mauban fine as the 
wife, Jacqueline Pierreux provoca- 
tive as the camp follower, Paolo 


personal appearance in Rome, by |. 


Maria | of 


ento. : 
by Mario Soldati. Screen- 


Viarisio Marianne... ee oe 
Py = setesegeosees ee Jacques 


clip. Performances by the large’ 





lode. B.O. M 
Pittsburgh, July 3. 
services recently made 


better than at the theatre. 

- Myth was exploded last 
week, however, by Ray B. Ai- 
lison, circuit operator with 
headquarters in Altoona, who 
formerly ran the .House in 
Colver. 

“In order for the coal com- 
pany, located in Colver, to com- 
pete in the coal market,” he 
said, “it was necessary to com- 
pletely mechanize the mine. 
As a result, instead of 1,200 
miners being employed the 
company now has a skeleton 
crew of 300. Take 900 fami- 
lies out of a small town and 
what is any business worth?” 





others filling their roles- in fine 
fashion. : 
Nothing has been spared to give 
it strong. physical values, pic be- 
ing shot almost entirely on. south 
Italian locations. Camera work is 
often below par, due perhaps to 
faulty processing. Music and other 
values are good. Hawk. 


Clara de Montargis 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, June 26. 
Roger Richebe release of Sideral pro- 
duction. Stars Ludmilla Tcherina, 
Francois. Written and directed by Henry 
| Decoin. Camera, Claude Renoir; editor, 
Annick Millet. t Avenue, Paris. Run- 
ning time, 90 MINS. 


Renaud. .....+0..e00e8> Michel Francois 
Chere . .cvcdccccescaees Ludmilla Tcherina 
Albert ..... fed cdeesbecedsecess Jean Meyer 
|, re er ee Helene Remy 
BPW oo cc cage cccvesecccevess Armontel 





Film is based on the slight theme 
of an impressionable adolescent’s 
first great romantic affair. Told 
with a great deal of color and vari- 
ous bits of business, pic sustains in- 
terest but sacrifices the. poignancy 
of the story in its cliche resolution 
and - overreaching for slick bits. 
Though not of art house stature, 
pic could do for sureseaters and 
special slotting on its exploitable 
theme. Word-of-mouth should help 
this one. 

A young hitch-hiker is picked up 
by a mysterious, beautiful woman. 
Smitten by her, he decides te fol- 
low her, and gets into a series of 
strange adventures before taegled’| 
is consummated. He gets en’ 
with the coquettish wife of an irate. 
ham actor, and is mixed with a 
sanctimonious drunk for a pilsrious 
bit. There isa fine love be- 





yo riy. 2 Se eee 


FACKUES. . Q.0ceceesceess: . Jacques Morel 


cesta’ ag fae oo mucho 
the stagey and action to 


rap for the conniving 
wife, feeling some contrition, de- 
cides to give herself to him after 
the sen .ig served. However, 
Victor ‘that it is just a con- 
science salve, and she and the hus- 
band are united in a murky but 
strong love. Film ploddingly fol- 
lows Victor as he bungles his way 
into a fortune. finds a pretty girl 
finally erases the opportunist 
-wife from his life. 
‘Direction does not emphasize the 
complicated psychology of the 








pletion of the pipeline probably 
svelled. the difference between de- 


Stoppa properly villainous as the 
_fvaitor,.and Jean Chevrier and 


Michel | On 





8 
JACQUES... wccsesesecesss Maurice Escande 
oland Alexandre 
MAFGRE. vscccccecveccecs. ss Robert Vattier 





Brilliant technical aspects and 
fine acting have turned this slight, 
almost trite, love story into inter- 
esting film fare. A story of a wom- 


an who shares her love life between 
the extremes of two social milieux, 
film competently parellels the two 
in its unfolding. With marquee 
names of Michele Morgan and 
Henri Vidal, and explaitable theme, 
pic should be good for slotting in 
art houses and sureseaters. 


Director Jean Gremilion has con- 
centrated on the love affair of the 
film and stressed the differences 
in the decaying upper class and the 
groping working class in his visual 
symbolism. A woman, married to 
an aristocrat and adored by him 
as a perfect mistress of his social 
activities, falls in love with a sim- 

le, young worker. She has a child 
him, and the husband stoicaliy 
sends her off for the event. The 
worker believes she is a housemaid. 
her return they decide to 
marry, but the baby’s sudden ill- 
ness sends him off to get her and 
he finds out the truth. The baby 
dies and with it the young man’s 
love. He leaves and she goés back 
to: her endless social round. 


Len: is excellent and gives a 
firie. subtle tone to the film. Edit- 
ing keéps a-perfect coherence in 
the double life of the woman. Miss 
Morgan is poised and mature in the 
role of a refined woman of. the 
world who finds leve. Vidal is fine 
as the young worker. Good sup- 
porting work is turned in by Mau- 
rice Escande, as the 
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singer 
cordionist Herb Starling with the 
Camel Four combo was getting a 
unique preview of army life in its 


ists and‘imitators; Margaret Brown, 
tap dancer; Kathleen and Ralph 





characters and never builds to 
dramatic climax. Action is pair, | 


Starling and Singer to provide the 
music. 


segs \ Thomas, 4s > 
the. cast is good. F ™ Mosk. 


of -the 7th that nearby 
: Sno Somes 


atre, Loop first-run, after Appel. 
late Court recently ruled Silver. 
man had ased the theatre be. 
hind the of its operators. 
Higher court ruled that Siiver. 
man ased building from Fran. 


ciscan Order of Catholic Church 


*} without full knowledge of partners 


—of. which Silverman is one—ip. 
the Woods Theatre Corp. Silver. 
man as Essaness prexy had acted 
as managing agent for the oper. 
ators and had purchased theatre 
for $1,200,000. 

Silverman had argued that his 
purchase didn’t constitute any vio. 
lation, since Woods Theatre Corp, 
had neither the capital nor power 
to purchase the building, its busi- 
ness being only to conduct the the. 
atre. He also argued that the 
Franciscans had previously refused 
to renew lease of the house, hence 
extinguishing any alternative but 
to buy the property. Silverman 
said he acted strictly in behalf of 
the Woods management, both to 
save the property and preserve 
plaintiff's management. 


Ill. Ozoner Sues to Halt 
Projectionists’ Picketing 
St.. Louis, July 3. 
Albert and Homer Butlers, own- 
ners and operators of an ozoner 
near Centralia, Ill., have filed suit 
for an. injunction and damages 
against the heads and members of 
the projectionists’. union following 
a hassle over an increased wage 
demand. Action asks $6,475 dam- 
ages, injunction against picketing, 
and a restraining order against the 
alleged activities. ef the. union in 
discouraging merchants from ad- 
vertising on the picture screen, 
taking license numbers. of custom- 
er’s automobiles and picketing. 
Defendants named in the suit are 
Raymond O» Baker, union presi- 
dent; Arthur LaSalle, business rep- 
resentative, and Fred Starmes and 
Garvin Tilley, members. The pick- 
eting, it’s charged, began last May 








~ Par Adds 3 Exploiters 
Three new men have been added 
to Paramount's field exploitation 


staff by ad-publicity chief. Jerry 
Pickman. Bob 


been te the Dallas-Okla- 
homa territory. Gabe Sum- 





Margaret Booth Howard Strickling, 
Merle Chamberlain and William 
Golden. Mayer ~ as here on Sul- 


day. , 
The Sat night screening 
was preceded by turnup of 


J house lights and a-speech by the 


manager, who told the capacity 2° 


dience of 1,650 “the most = 
portant picture in the past ! 
years” was to be . Picture 


ran 179 minutes, but with a 1% 
minute intermission at the two 
hour mark. At the Warfield last 
‘night, the intermission was elim! 
nated to secure audience rea 

to the two methods ef presentatio® 
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numbers are in excellent taste and 
conceived ; 

The Carrousel, in a 
new location on the rue de Colisee, 
plugs itself as “100% Francaise, 
which is a good idea. Its companion 
nitery is Madame. Arthur, another 
panze joint. La Fetiche, in Mont- 
martre, and Le Monocle, in Mont- 
parnasse, are the other girl-gone- 
poy spots, a reverse of the soprano- 
hipped talent and staffers. 


The tariffs for these nondescript 


neo-Greenwich Village  niteries, 
with their “obligatory” 12-15% 
“service” (tips), plus “supple- 


ments,” is-what burns the iocal and 
tourist alike, The tabs stili come 
out near 6,000 francs ($24) for a 
party of four for something that a 
$2.50 tab-per-head back home 
would be par—and, what's more, 
would not attract the type of well- 
heeled Yank tourist who somehow 
falls for thé mediocrity on this 
side. 

Whether it’s Les Naturistes, an- 
other cheap strippery, or the rue 
Pigalle grifters who hustle tourists 
for “private exhibitions,” it’s still 
the same Montmartre tourist pitch. 


European Runarounds 

The Max Liebmans making their 
first European trip in 20 years. The 
Sid Caesar-Imogene Coca (“Show 
of Shows”) TV impresario got a 
load of:one French TV show 
(Poste-Parisien), which was herald- 
ed as some sort of a “premiere,” 
with special invitations, etc., and 
shuddered: ° . 

Henry Morgan ad libbing around, 
in no hurry to get back.to TV, AM 
or N. Y= since a stiff 
alimony ‘rap ($250-a-week) makes 
him like it m6fe ’n’ more on this 
side. However, Morgan threatens 
to fly baék “just to refute every- 
thing I know that Barry Gray is 
gonna havé to'say about his ‘expert’ 
knowledge of the European scene.” 
Morgan “told that to Gray, who 
agreed to give him all the air-time 
he wanted. 

The Sol (B’way legit p.a.) Jacob- 
sons motoring, with their two chil- 
dren, all over the map. Ditto the 
Charles Corfells and Freeman Gos- 
dens (Amos “h® Andy), the. Art 
Linkletters, the Paul Kellys and 
Fred Finklehoffe. ‘ 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., now in 
middle-Europe for his new travelog 
film-shooting after o.o.ing Spain. 
i's very downbeat on Franco- 
and, 

The Bill Tubbs (Helen McGill) 
up from Reme, He’s in a French 
film on Paris lecation-shooting. 

SACEM prexy Albert Willemetz’s 
son got married and it was a dou- 
ble-featured society affair, first the 
civil ceremony and then the big 
church w Irving Berlin was 
a witness; and Willemetz are 
old friends. ‘SACEM is the French 
ASCAP, and father of all perform- 
ing rights societies. Yvonne Prin- 
temps samg and there was an ultra 


French ty turnout at the 
fete. Berlin then quickied to Deau- 
ville with his di , Mary Ellin, 
who was @ substitution 


as result of her mother’s sacroiliac 
trouble which foreed Mrs. Berlin 
to cancel: out. on .the two-week 
quickie to Cap d’Antibes and Paris. 
Mary Ellen Berlin is a Time staffer. 

Deems Taylor back on the Ile de 
France after 


Who thought they were doing 
Connell in from Oslo on a 
UNESCO cultural (the in- 
ternational t ‘ ~ 
Bonnie (Mrs. Saul H.) 
making the music publisher do all 
the “square” tourist things that he 
avoided in his 36 crossings hereto- 
fore, such ag the Louvre; the Eiffel 
Tower, trips into the Loité chateau 
Country and the Rheims-Epernay 
manpage sectors, ‘etc., and the 
Sic man admitting 
Maestro Paul Baron, now a local 
resident, the Bournes; 
ditto the Esty ageney’s Don Ber- 
Nard, houseguesting with the 


Barons. 
When ' 
Sock Gl the Barry Grays and the 
their hectie Cook’s tourism to the 
Riviera, Venice, Rome, etc., they 
Were almost stranded in Paris, with 
the hotel siteation now tighter than 


- 
’ 


it 






amas Continued f-om page 22 


he “loves it.” |. 


were bus-shuttling disappointed 
“reservations” to. syburban~ hotels 
in Versailles, and the foursome 
faced such a “B” deal until a 
Variety mugg got, Universal's 
Harry Novak to come through in 
the clutch. 

The Samuel Goldwyn, Jrs. (she’s 
playwright Sidney Howard's daugh- 
ter) expect ma-in-law Frances 
(Mrs. Sam, Sr.) Goldwyn over in 
Paramount Theatres. 4 
July, when the baby is due. He’s 
with SHAPE. 


_ Col. Jock Lawrence, w.k. show- 
man-publicist,. personally sum- 
moned back. by Gen. Eisenhower 
to work with him at SHAPE, dou- 
bling as a Grover Whalen to visit- 
ing showfolk like Irvihg Berlin, the 
Milton Biows,° Sam (Columbia 
Picts) Marx, et al., Mary (Mrs.) 
Lawrence brought over the family 
stationwagon, which makes it easier 
for rubbernecking the visiting fire- 
men, 


Margaret Truman 
Scores Svlid Impact 


Incidentally, General Eisenhow- 
er entertained 10 VIP femmes at 
lunch recently in honor of Mar- 
garet Truman, who has been do- 
ing an excellent goodwill ambassa- 
dor job throughout. Mrs. David 
E. K. Bruce, wife of the U. S. Am- 
bassador to France, Mrs. W.. Aver- 
ell (Marie) Harriman were among 
the group with General Ike at 
SHAPE. He later briefed them on 
the military program. 

On another occasion, Mrs. Harri- 
man spoke about (the late). Eddy 
Duchin. . Chiquita (Mrs.) Duchin 
has been occupying the Harriman’s 
N. Y¥. apartment, but has just 
moved into.an East 62d St. house, 
having sold the Duchins’ Manhas- 
set (L. I.) home to Leland Hay- 
ward. 

Art Buchwald, who-.with Bob 
Yoakum splits the byline on occa- 
sion, is the Winchell of Paris, on 
the Paris edition of the N. Y. Her- 
ald Tribune. He heard Margaret 
Truman was gonna do the Mont- 
parnasse-to-Montmartre saloon cir- 
cuit one night on her own last 
week, and traced her finally to 
Monseigneur’s. Incidentally, that 
fiddle joint is going the way of 
most take-the-tourists spots. 
vately labeled champagne of du- 
bious vintage is pushed at de luxe 
prices. Don Juan, one of the nicer 
gypsy violin boites, gives the cus- 
tomer a better shake. Incidentally, 
the spot’s vedette, Mona George, 
listens like a good chantoosie for 
America. 

Minevitch the Vintner 

The Moulin de Minevitch is now 
almost as w.k. to the George V set 
as Maxim’s. It’s’ Borrah Mins- 
vitch’s . 


wine, near the town ef Mireville, 
where the~“moulin,” or Mineviteh 
mill, is located) for export. 

Since Claude Terrail opened La 
Tour d’Argent bar opposite the 
Hotels George V and Prince des 
Galles (Prince of Wales), he’s cut 
into their fashionable 6-9 p. m. bar 
business. 

Francois and Anci Dupre com- 
mute with the racing seasons. He’s 
prxy of the deluxe Hotels Plaza- 
Athenee and George V, and also a 
horse-breeder and 
Local hotels have 


distinguished 
stable owner. 
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Maxim's, the Coliseum restaurant. 
the’ Gaumont Palace; 
former Metro and Paramount 
showcases, the Madeline and the 


The aviation show further in- 
fluxed visitors. Galas galore, by 
the maisons des huate cuture, char- 
itable institutions—and Elsa Max- 
well. Latter burned up the Herald 
Trib’s Buchwald by slighting him 
on the invite list. The Windsors 
were the prime draw. Incidentally, 
for the first time one charity fete 
specified “cravate blanche” (white 
tie) as a qnust, instead of the usual 
de soiree” (evening clothes). 

John Pochna, Jean McCormick’s 
new groom, a former attorney now 
in the import business, back to the 
U. S. on a business quickie. 


Murray Silverstone commuting 
all over the map on 20th-Fox. sales 
pitches; ditto Metro’s Dave Lewis. 
U’s Harry Novak is awaiting the 
advent of. worldwide sales chief Al 
Daff. 

With Gerry Mayer returned ds 
MPAA rep heré, Gene Van Dee 
due to shift back to Rome, “where 
living is much cheaper.” 

Transamerica Corp.'s board 
chairman James F. Cavagnaro is 
up from Rome with his daughter 
and secretary, en route back to 
San Francisco. ‘ ; 

Bert McCord, N. Y. Herald Trib. 
drama reporter, seeing the French 
plays with Claude Dauphin (last 
in the U. S. in “Happy Time”) and 
Ann Vernon, local filmster. 


Jack Forester, exjuve now head 
of World Sommerce here, sells 
coal and cotton rutures, planes by 
the dozen, etc.—auite the boy. ty- 
coon. He’s also agenting a new 
coif product. 


A&A Stereotype 


Continued from page 1 


handles the Blatz account, it was 
“being carefully appraised.” Preem 
performance went on as sced- 
uled, although CBS substituted a 
different installment than that 
which was screened the week pre- 
vious at a~press party at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y. 
40G Weekly Stake 

Blatz has a 26-week commitment, 

with TV series reportedly costing 





efforts that you have put forth in 
the employment of in your 
orgaiization. We also that 
you have~shown interest in many 
of the organizations working in 
behalf of minority groups. How- 
ever, as Negroes, we cannot sub- 
scribe to the methods of advertis- 
ing used by your organization 
which perpetuates a stereotyped at- 
titude regarding Negro life. 

“We have been interested in the 
movement which offers on the 
screen and over the radio pro- 
grams that will reflect a more de- 
cent attitude about our group. All 
over America people will be - 
ing the ‘Amos ’n’ Andy’ television 
ors as a true picture of Negro 


“Too lomg bave we had to con- 
tend with the idea that Negroes 


Fo Bafta fe ge tb 
pas amo’ 

nations of the world, we be- 
lieve that such a program serves 
to goer an oe Pan 
- call upon cance 

further reproductions of this TV 


§ 


opinion in many communities 
throughout the country calling for 


products until this objectionable 
show is rémoved from the screen. 
We feel that television shows 
en 








‘2 AM sponsor. The hostelries 
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“|-tractions would be much greater. 


reprodu 
exhibition. There is already some 


a’ nationwide boycott of Schenley | pe 


resolution said. 
Previously delegates to the 
NAACP conventiun had been keyed 
to view the premiere performance 
on WAGA-TV, CBS. outlet here, 
and Roy Wilkins, NAACP admin- 
istrator, predicted that the pro- 
gram would be “far worse than it 
ever was on radio.” 


“Cut Exhibs tn 


Continued from page 5 





7 


no assurance that every theatre- 
man will want to take on.such a 
business. If he doesn’t, he can be 
counted on to continue his oppdsi- 
tion to release of films to the pay- 
as-you-go system. 
Prefits As Lure , 
Levey is set to use his profit- 
sharing idea as a lure for getting 
new pix -for the 90-day test he 
hopes will come off this fali. 
Whether that will serve to amelio- 
rate exhib opposition or win dis- 
tributor support is, of course, open 
to question. If the ‘dea works, 
Subscribervision will make it a 
permanent part of its pitch. 


Levey, incidentally, is hoping to 
make a mueh broader test than 
Zenith made of its Phonevision in 
Chicago earlier this year. Experi- 
ment would run for the same 90 
days and involve the same number 
of families, but the variety of at- 


*.Skiatron topper is trying to vary 
film fare with live shows. He’s 
planning to ask Richard Rodgers 
and. Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, for 
permission for one airing of their 
“South Pacifie:” Since they could 
eventually profit tremendously 
through development of subscrip- 
tion tele, he figures they have a 
stake in present experiments. Sec- 
ondly, he'll point out, there will be 
only 300 decoders available for the 
test, so not sufficient people will 
see it to hurt the gross of the show. 
Skiatron’s receipts from the broad- 
cast will go to charity. 

Levey is also planning to ask 
Rudolf Bing, general manager of 
the Metropolitan Opera, N. Y., for 
permission to televise a perform- 
ance and claims already to have 
agreement with the Nat! Cal- 
legiate Athletic Assn. to air one or 
more football games in metropoli- 
tan New York. Appeal to them is 
on the same basis as to Rodgers 
and Hammerstein, that they have 
a tremendous stake in success of 
pay-as-you-go TV. , 


SAG Defeats TVA 


—ce Continued from page 2 


automatic certification of SAG as 
representative for th em- 
ployed by these studios, with SAG 
ne 1872 against 67 for no 


Result gives SAG jurisdiction for 
vidfilm turned out by producers in 
the nine voting units. Another 
NLRB election will be held in N.Y: 
in the fall for actors working for 10 
independent producers with whom 
pF sg has had contracts since 


It’s expected SAG reps will ask 

sesociations kecnalinnelie Wir aman 
ons 

—. a contracts. Majors will 








No Gen Lift On 
Show Bic Wes 
~ Seen From WSB 


ashington, July 3. 
Wage Stabilization Board will 
probably not grant a. general 
elimination of wage ceilings for 
motion pictures, radio and televi- 


sion, even though the industries 
are exempt from price ceilings. 


This is the prediction of one 
WSB spokesman who adds that, 
despite some reports to the con- 
trary, the special pane! in the case 
will not flatly recommend lifting 
all ceilings in the industries. The 
panel meets in Cincinnati on 
Thursday (5) to draw up its recom- 
mendations to WSB. No matter 
what the panel recommends, the 
board will make the ruling and 
Eric Johnston has asked to see 
the recommendation before it is 
announced. 


Some opinion here is that the 
nm rel will say the door is open 
for the board to remove the ceil- 
ings if it chooses, but that the 
board must decide. WSB may set 
up a continuing panel to handle - 
*vage problems of the price ceil- 
ing-exemot industries, with any 
thaws being on a local and regional 
basis, rather than nationally. 


Meantime, the Salary Stabiliza- 
tion Board, a different body, an- 
nounced that it intends to control 
salary ceilings and salary increases. 
for stage, screen, radio and tele- 
vision entertainers whose contracts 
are negotiated individually. This 
means no general relaxation of 
these ceilings. Announcement came 
from Joseph D. Cooper, executive 
director of the Salary Stabilization 
Board, who pointed out that the 
ruling also applies to professional 
athletes such as baseball players. 


“There have been reports,” said 
Cooper, “of panel discussions and 
possible recommendations on wage 
controls in price exempt indus- 
tries. But unless there is a specific 
ruling to the contrary by the Wage 
Stablization Board and the Salary 
Stabilization Board, employees in 
this category will be considered 
as subject to wage and salary 
stabilization.” 

Salary Stabilization Board will 
begin its hearings next month. 


Brit. Show Biz 
Continued from page 2 
it appears to be fulfilling adequate- 
ly, was to boost the British way of 
life and, as a complementary ad- 
junet, to provide a countrywide 
season of high grade drama and 
concert entertainments. The York 
cycle of mystery plays (staged at 
York Minster), the Regency Fes- 
tival at Brighton, a Dickensian 
season at Rochester, the Glynde- 
bourne Opera, and the Aldebrugh 
Music Festival, indicate the high 
tone of. Festival entertainments. 
The re-enactment of Lady Godiva’s 
celebrated ride through Coventry 
didn’t, perhaps, aspire io the same 
cultural standard, but had the vir- 
tue of being a bit of hep showman- 
ship which attracted 500,000 peo- 
ple to this much-blitzed city. 

Telekinema Turnaway 

A second and more detailed ap- 
praisal of the South Bank Exhibi- 
tion more than confirms the origi- 
nal impression that the entire 
ect was conceived apace 

Ironically, the one part of 
Exhibition. which 
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& “hits the dp. 


NEW YORK 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


as the red-hot impact of 


JOHN GARFIELD - SHELLEY 


hits the screen in 


A ROBERTS PRODUCTION 
with WALLACE FORD - SELENA ROYLE ana BOBBY HYATT 


Based on a novel by Sam Ross» Screenplay by Guy Endore 
Produced by Bob Roberts 


Wednesday, July 4, 1951 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Man bites dog. th Ha current ‘pillletin, North Central ‘Allied, Minne- 
apolis, which.ordinarily devotes most of its yer nage oy vag roan 
tributors, takes time out from attacks on trade practices to toss an 
“orchid” to Metro. It describes as “a fine approach” to, the industry's 
current difficulties the recent statement of company’s sales head, 
w. F. instructing his. sales force to go all out in helping 
problem theatres to stay open. Pointing out that the news is stale 
now, the bulletin says it’s never*too late to say a good word for os 
who deserve it. 

Incidentally, distributors are called upon by North Central Allied in 
the bulletin to make more prints so that pictures will be available for 
more exhibitors at an earlier date. It asks for_action to end “the so- 
called print shortage” which it describes as an industry “bugaboo.” 

Also, North Central says the territory’s independent exhibitors owe 
it to themselves before they buy their next Republic picture “to ask 
yourself if you are.not.paying good money to build up a competitor.” 
Thfs alludes to Republic’s decision to sell pix to TV. Trade here con- 
strues the.“advice” as being as .close to calling for a boycott of the 
product as the organization dares go under the law. 





Metro’s traditional pride in its roaring lion trademark was reflected 
in its unqualified denial last week of trade reports that a deal for sale 
of a group of its pix to United Artists was in prospect. “Distribution 
of all product produced at the M-G-M studios will be handled by the 
M-G-M @istributing department in the same fashion as_has been the 
custom with all. M-G-M pictures ever since the beginning of the com- 
pany,” a press statement declared. While obvidusly there's no deal, 
there clearly had been indications of one earlier. UA sales veepee 
William J. Heineman and ad-pub chief Max E. Youngstein were at 
Culver City on June 24-25, and are known to have seen three pix at 
M-G-M lot. Since Youngstein and Heineman spent only two days on 
the Coast, the fact. that they gave so much of that short period to 
viewing M-G product suggested they had more in mind than curiosity 
about another outfit’s turnout. On the other hand, Metroites at the 
top echelon insisted. there never was any actual talk of a product buy 
by UA.. One exec. told Varrery, “We just showed them a few of our 
pictures, exactly as .we would show them to you.” William F. Rodgers, 
M-G’s distribution topper, said that he had never heard of any deal. 





20th-Fox recently registered with the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica the title “Kmights of the Round Table”—which puts the ‘studio 
ninth imdine for use of the label. It appears to be one of those moni- 
kers that everyone cherishes but no one ever makes. It is exceeded in 
that categery.enly by “The Master of Ballantrae,” which Charles R. 
Rogers registered last week, putting him 10th in line. “The Master of 
Ballantrae”’. is a book by Robert Louis Stevenson, which every pro- 
dueer since D.. W. Griffith apparently has thought about making, but 
which has never actually been filmed. 

Variations on the “Knights of the Round Table” theme have been 
made, but that title or its allied “King Arthur and the Knights of the 
Round Table” has: never been used. David O. Selznick has priority 
on it now, followed, in order, by RKO, Metro, Edward Small, Douglas 
Fairbanks,‘ Edward Alperson, Walt Disney, Albert Lewin and now 20th. 
Priority: on«“Ballantrae” is held by Warners, followed by Metro, Milton 
Sperling, Paramount, Bing Crosby Productions, Film Group, Allied 
Artists, Selznick, Alperson and Rogers. 





Desire of distribs to be assured, a profit on their Broadway first-run 
engagements has led. to more frequent deals in which the producer 
pays for none of the advertising. House assumes the entire expense, 
with the p , aS a result, accepting considerably lower percentage 
terms on his film. 

This type deal has resulted from the fact that magy Broadway first- 
runs resulted in a loss to the producer. Expenses of a pre-opening 
and first-week ad and publicity campaign became so high that the only 
possibility of a payoff was in a long run. With the shortening of en- 
gagements as result of lessened biz, that’s too long a shot for many 
prods to ehance. They also don't feel the urgency of establishing a 
film om Broadway for its effect on the rest of the country. Conclusion 
is that in most cases it’s not worth taking a chance On losing coin on 
the New York opening for that purpose. 





Doretta Morrow’s film deal, for 
sence from “King and I,” at the St. James, 
carries no option for another picture. ™, 
Cast,” and now tentatively titled “Be My Lov 
with Marte tamse as star and Miss Morrow 
femme lead. 


which sh taking a leave of ab- 
. is Oy 10 weeks and 
titled “The Big 

” will be in Technicolor, 


making he er screen debut as 


Actress-singer, who left the Rodgers-Hanimerstein tiusical after Sat- 
urday night’s performance (30), planed te tlie Coast early next morning 
and reported at the studio Monday (2). She’s due back in the legiter 
Sept. 10. Meanwhile, her understudy, Stephanie Augustine, is subbing 
in the featured role of the tragic Burmese slave girl, Tuptim. 





o. strength abroad, as contrasted currently to U. S. grosses, has 
major aaa gl real pressure on their foreign reps to extract 
every possible Domestic distribution men have always eyed 
with envy their American colleagues stationed overseas, since managers 
in various countries almost invariably live extremely = on “their 
U. S. dollars and are said to have had “a soft touch.” 

That day a ‘to be over now, however, and most of the foreign 
Staffs are. an unusual amount. under’ pressure of 
omeckiens to let nothing get by them. with foreign income 
an omestic : 





Men "Widow. Stercert aoeoer, originally star later 
erry ow.” as , was 
dropped. Ricardo Montalban was also pope and dropped, but is 
currently discussed for the role. Meanwhile, Ava Gardner continues 
Serenely as femme lead. 


Communication tion ‘Materials Center, a a 
Will hold its second anmual Educational 
day afternoons July and August at the McMillin Theatre, Colum- 
bia U., N. x. we Seatee of the five ew sessions, shorts on 
wi mathematics, teacher waunsaten 
run off. yas i fee of 
‘ny part of the 20-hour seri * 





of Columbia U..-Press, 
aa taatitdte on five Tues- 





|Par Can’t Wait, Cancels 


2 Music Hall Bookings;. 
Long Runs Cause Delay 


Rather than face an intermin- 
able wait, Paramount has taken 


bookings ‘on two of its pix at the 
much -sought- after Radio ‘City 
Music Hall, N. Y. Films are 
George Stevens’ “A Place in the 
Sun” and “Here Comes. the 
Groom,” new Bing Crosby-starrer. 


Unexpectedly long run currently 
of “The-Great Caruso” (M-G) gave 
Par its first headache, while an- 
ticipated healthy stays of three 
more pix before the Paramount 
pair’s turn comes up dictated the 
withdrawal. On the Hall’s slate 
next are “Show Boat” (M-G), “Capt. 
Horatio Hornblower” (WB) and 
“Streetcar Named Desire” (WB). 

Par originally hoped to gain ad- 
mittance for the first of its two 
in September. On the basis of the 
current outlook, it wouldn’t be 
likely’ before sometime close to 
the beginning of the new year. 
Since terms of the M. H.’s deal al- 
ways are that it must be the first 
house in the nation to play a pic, 
delay would mean Par must. hold 
the two films on its shelf. Since 
it prefers to start coin rolling in 
on them, it is setting up arrange- 
ments for preems in other houses 
in New York. Theatre bookings 
are comparatively easy to obtain at 
the moment, so company is faced 
with no problem. 

In contrast to the 6,000-seat 
| Rockefeller operation, the sure- 
seater 56i-capacity Sutton on -the 
east side of Manhattan is likewise 
giving waiting distribs trouble via 
long runs. “Kon Tiki” (RKO- 
Lesser) is currently in its 13th 
week there and showing no signs 
of faltering. As a result. “The 
Medium” (Indie) run has been 
pushed off from spring to fall and 
J. Arthur Rank’s “Browning Ver- 
sion” (U) has been kicked back in- 
definitely, being skedded to follow 
“The Medium.” 


‘Caruso’ Grosses 


Continued from page 3 === 


length of run, with 10 weeks 
($1,006,000) in 1942, 

Remarkable showing of “Caruso” 
at the Music Hall has been matched 
by its strength in many other book- 
ings. At the Music Hall, Seattle, it 
played for 53 days, grossing $64,- 
000. At the Boyd, Philly, it is now 
in its eighth week with little sign 
of slackening and has about 
$133,000 in the till. 


It played 35 days at the State, 
St. Louis, plus # six-day moveover 
at the Or for a total of 
ae It’s still running at the 
ie cumrorea $00,700. In Los Angeline 

garmered n ngeles 
it broke.all records at the day-date |, 
State and Egyptian, with approxi- 





run showing no sign of an end 
yet. 

_Other engagements, all now com- 
pleted, include: Penn, Pittsburgh, 
five weeks plus three-week move- 
over at Ritz, $56,500; United Art- 
ists, Portland, Ore., five weeks, 

heum and State, Bos- 


to 
from those who favor pops 
those who go only for opera. It 
also drawing a large Italian trade 
because of the combination of 
and Carus , both of whom 
” | sprang from Italian origin. 
The more than $1,270,000 that 
“Caruso” is certain to take out of 
the Music Hall undoubtedly betters 
any previous record of any pic any- 
where in modern film since 


ali 





the unusual step’ of cancelling | 9 


history, 
there’s no theatre prahgpecdle atyicd 


_ Texas B.0. Drive. 


a} parties agreed: 
It was decided at Thursday’s 


the film 

Texas would visit 25 theatres, 
ing his exclusive time for two 
weeks starting Aug. 15, for the 
purpose of enlisting the coopera- 
tion of all exhibs in the state. A 
kickoff rally has been set for that 
date in Dallas, to be attended by 
circuit heads and their staffs, indie 
exhibs, N. Y. sales reps and com- 
pany salesmen. Charles Carden, 
Interstate exec in Fort Worth, will 
serve as executive director of the 

drive, headquartering in Dallas. 
One objective of the campaign 
will be to. enlist as workers all of 
the 15,000 to 20,000 employees in 
the Texas film biz, plus their 
families, for a total of around 60,- 
rs persons. Families will be given 
a that they must plug the 
pic industry because their liveli- 


hood depends on. it. 


Dope Pic 

ines Continued from page 3 

mendous on Production Code Ad- 
ministrator Joseph Breen for a re- 
laxation of the industry’s self-reg- 
ulatory injunction against any film 
touching on the drug traffic. Most 
industryites are well-pleased with 
the absolute ban on such pix, fear- 
ing otherwise that recent publicity 
would see a host of shoestringers 
swamping theatres with dope films. 

Code is unswerving in its pro- 
scription against the subject. It 
simply states: “Neither the illegal 
drug traffic nor drug addiction 
must ever be presented.” 

That clause was reinserted only 
a few months ago after being out 
of the code since 1947. It was re- 
moved at that time at the request 
of Columbia and Harry Anslinger, 
head of the Federal-Narcotics Bu- 
reau, to permit Sidney Buchman to 
make the Dick Powell-starrer, “To 
the Ends of the Earth.” 

During the time the ban was 
lifted, Universal also took advan- 
tage of it to make “Sleeping Citv.” 
in which drugs played a part. The 
clause was reinserted with the ap- 
proval of Anslinger when it be- 
came evident that no good could 
come of the relaxation. 

Since adherefice to the code is 
strictly voluntary by both produc- 
ers and theatres, there’s techni- 
cally nothing to stop any non-sig- 
natory indie from gwen a 
dope film. However, would un- 
doubtedly run into a combination 
of practical. troubles. One would 
be official pe ir in the states 
and cities have censorship 
laws. The ue-pencillers 











‘| quently take their cues from the 
PCA. The other would be in find- 
ing sufficient houses to play the 
although exhibs have been 

increasing indifference in 
veaant years to whether or not a 
a PCA seal. 


pic, 


film has 


‘ 


’s unusual}. Pair 
estab- 








cleared through COMPO. To this, 


fre- 





good and most houses were show- 
ing reasonable profits. 

With only six stations scattered 
through the Lone Star’s vast acre 
age, O’Donnell said television was 
making no noticeable dent in biz. 
Strong product coming up made 
him sanguine about. the future, he 
added. 

He accounted for the healthy 
state of theatre affairs via Texas’ 
rapidly-growing population, 
economic conditions brought about 
by high prices of cattle and crops, 
industrial development and the re- 
activation of Army camps. Some 
cities. such as San Antonio, O’Don- 
nell pointed out, have as great a uni- 
formed population now as at any 
time during the war. 

Interstate exec also pointed 
to the tremendous increase in- the 
number of theatres in Texas during 
the past five years. As a matter 
of fact, he said, the only fiy in the 
stew .was overbuilding of drive- 
ins, with Dallas having 16 of them 
and other towns almost equally an 
excess. 

Ozeners’ Biz Strong 

On the subject of drive-ins, biz 
in the Dallas area is running 15% 
ahead of the same period last year, 
though there were only nine ozon- 
ers in 1950 against 16 currently in 
operation. Col. H. A: Cole, board 
chairman of Allied Theatre Owners 
of Texas, said in N. Y. last week 
the biz hypo, in part, was due to a 
co-op ad project in which the 16 
drive-in operators participate. 

At a cost of $12,000, the open- 
air exhibs erected 68 billboards, 
using three-color 24-sheets, and 
prepared newspaper ad mats. Bill- 
boards plug no particular ozoner 
but merely urge the public to < 
to a drive-in movie tonight.” A 
play up “entertainment, family 
style.” Newspaper mats are in two 
sizes. four columns by 14 inches 
for Sunday insertions and,two col- 
ums by four inches for daily dis- 
plays. 

Cole said plan is being adopted 
by drive-ins in the Fort Worth. area 
and that he had received requests 
for information on the setup from 
ozoner operators in various parts 
of the country, indicating that simi- 
la® co-ops may be utilized national- 
ly. The Dallas deal was promoted 
by Interstate circuit, Claude Ezell 
& Associates, Leon Drive-in The- 
atres and Weisenburg Theatres. 


UA Billings 
Game, Continued from page 3 


company had on its sked before 
the acquisition by UA means added 








“Fabiola,” 
Scarf.” 


Company will continue to have 
volume throughout -the ae Ad- 
ditionally, UA is looking ahead to 

risk business in’ the immediate 
“He Ran 





Stanley Kramer’s “Cyrano Ber- 
rac,” and others which are due . 
fn late summer and early fall. 
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United 

change cities maintains its own 
storage vaults, its own inspecting 
rooms and inspectors, and its own 
shippers and handlers. In addi- 
tion, these are all maintained in 
the exchange, which is invariably 
in or near the center of town in 
a high-rent district. 
rent, it means high 
costs. 

Coming, certainly, in the opinion 
of many execs, is a single central 
agency to handle all these chores. 
It can store prints in a modern 
building on the far outskiris of 
town, and inspect and ship them 
at a fraction of the cost now to 
each company individually. . 

There is already such an outfit, 
National Film Distributors, an al- 
liance of shipping agencies in each 
town. It handles UA prints and; 

those of a number of small in- 
Whether it gets the business | 


Aside from 
insurance 





in the future or a co-op is set up 
by the majors, such an outfit is | 
seen certain to handle all prints. 

That will mean that the most 
any distrib has to maintain in any 
city ig a sales office. It can easily 
be a compact layout in an erdinary 
office building. The bookers will 
send by teletype or messenger 
their shipping instructions to the 
storage centre. 

Size of the establishment in ex- 
change cities is expected to be still 


| tickets—is plenty healthy. 


| farther if necessary. 





Lion under the direction of prexy 
William C. MacMillen. MacMillen 
was with Robert R. Young's rail- | 
road interests when given the job 


of running EL. Knowing nothing 
of the film biz and thus not hide- 
bound by any tradition, he started 
applying railroad efficiency to re- 
duce operating costs. 

UA is most likely to be next to 
adopt further changes along this 
line. In addition to being under 
the greatest pressure. for economy 
of any major company, it’s ruled 
by a handful of young execs, most 
of them relatively new to the busi- 
ness, and thus ready for experi- 
mentation. UA already uses the 
services of a central physical han- 
dling agency. 

Revision of the distributing sys- 
tem is seen as part of a whole re- 
gearing of the industry to new 
conditions. Observers feel that 
despite the calamity-howling, any 
biz which sells more than 50,000,- 
000 items a week—in this case 
It can- 
not operate, however, on a cost 
structure built on the sale of 
75,000.000 or 80,000,000 items, and 


imust find a method of regearing 


itself to the new level to remain 
on a firm base. 

Picture costs have come down 
and are expected to come down 
It thus be- 
comes logical to make similar 
sweeping reductions in a distribut- 
ing system that is taking about 
25% out of every dollar earned 





further. reduced by another econ- 
omy. That is central billing. In- 
stead of each exchange in each 
key city making up its own bills 


to exhibs, plus its own payrolls, | 
keeping its own bank accounts and | 


handling other such accounting 
chores, they will all be centralized 
in the homeoffice. 

With this accounting work under 
one roof, distribs can put in 
high-powered, modern bookkeep- 
ing and billing machinery that will 


greatly reduce costs. Rapid air- | 


mail service is said to completely 
eliminate the necessity in these 
modern times of localized billing 
and accounting. 

Some. of this advanced type of 
operation was pioneered by Eagle 








by a prod:icer. 
ae MONE I 


ABC-UPT 


Contnueid from page 7 


|edness of about $55,300,000. (UPT 
has borrowed $45,000,000 in the 
| past couple of years to buy out the 
\interests of its partners in numer- 
| ous theatres.) In line with the 
overall debt reduction plan, $10,- 

















|600,000- of the $55,300,000 total 
| will be paid off this year. 

| There’s an absence of downbeat 
|comment on theatre business in the 
;report to stockholders, Income 
‘has been off, it’s conceded, but 








consumers’ concentration of buy- 
ing of hard goods is slackening, 
and “it is our belief that theatres 
will continue to wera, Page ay 
audiences on a profita’ basis.” 


own, 


ing with the TV. operatio: 
from the belief ABC represents ex- 
cellent investment possibilities. 


Merger of ABC into UPT will lie 
accomplished by conversion of the 
outstanding common stock of ABC 
into both preferred and common 
shares of the new company. Each 
share of ABC common will be ex- 
changed for 36/100ths of a share 
of 5% preferred stock ($20 par 
value) and 15/38ths. of common 
stock of the new company. This 
will require the issuance of 608,047 
shares of the 5% preferred, plus 
666,717 shages of the common. 

Noble as Top Stockholder 


In line with this, Edward J 
Noble, ABC’s board chairman who 
controls 58% of the  net’s - out- 
standing securities, with his fam- 
ily and the Edward J. Noble Foun- 
dation, will hold 347,640 shares of 
| preferred and 383,359 shares of 
ithe common. Obviously, Noble, 
| who’ll have the post of finance com- 
mittee chairman of the new corpo- 
ration, also will be the top stock- 
holder. 

Directorate of the new outfit will 
be comprised of 18 members, in- 
cluding the 13 now on the UPT 
board and five from the ABC 
board. Mark Woods, ABC vice- 
chairman, announced on Friday 





(29) he’s bowing out. He said 
he would enter the advertising 
lagency field.or might become a 
|radio-TV consultant, following his 
ireturn from a vacation in Septem- 
ber. 

As previously disclosed, Golden- 
son will become prexy of American 
Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres. 
' Robert Kintner, present ABC pres- 
ident, remains as president of the 
broadcasting division of the new 
corporation. Robert H. O’Brien, 
UPT secretary-treasurer, becomes 
'exec-v.p., of the ABC division, and 
Robert M. Weitman, UPT v.p., will 
serve as v.p. in charge of program- 
ming and talent for ABC. Nicholas 








he had “Alice” on his pro- 
duction sked, for release ig 1950 
or 1951. Bunin made his announce- 
ment on lensing “Alice” a year 
later, and completed the produc- 
tion in Paris in 1948, it was al- 
leged. 

Disney suit said that when Eagle 
Lion had the Bunin picture in 
1950 it offered to sell distribution 
rights to Disney for only $16,000. 
Disney nixed the proposal. 

In any event, Disney wants 
Bunin’s puppet feature barred 
from exhibition for at least 18 
months, as long as it bears the 
present title or any adaptation or 
modification. He also asked the 
court to permit distribution, after 
the initial 18-month period, only 
on condition that the defendants 
place upon the film and all ad- 
vertising copy this identification: 
“A release of Souvaine Selective 
Films and produced in France by 
Lou Bunin Productions, Inc., hav- 
ing no connection with the Walt 
Disney production of the same 
title.” Another condition was that 
Souvaine include in each exhibi- 
tion contract a guarantee that the 
exhib will not advertise the Bunin 
pic unless the explanation is prom- 
inently. displayed. 

Cost $2,963,496 

Disney states his production was 
completed in the spring of °51 at 
_a total cost of $2,963,496. Release 
prints mean an outlay of $200,000. 
Disney says he has already made 
commitments for ads costing $600,- 
000, and it’s “anticipated” Disney 
and RKO jointly will incur addi- 
tional ad expenses of $325,000. 

Souvaine and Brandt are to show 
cause by July 10 why a temporary 
injunction should not be issued 
against the exhibition of the Bunin 
version of “Alice.” 

In an unqualified denial of the 
Walt Disney-RKO charges of un- 
fair competition, William C. Mac- 
Millen, Jr., board chairman of Sou- 
vaine Selective, said the outfit will 
refuse to yield to the Disney de- 
mands on title change or release of 
Bunin’'s “Alice” at a later date. 

He stated Souvaine is equally as 





| Priaulx, ABC’s v.p. and treasurer, 
will continue as treasurer of the 


‘anxious. as Disney to haye the two 
pix distinguished from each other. 


Disney Seeks Bunin Restrainer 


Continued from page 4 





In line with this, he related that 


Souvaine’s long-since pre ad 

copy identified the | feature 

as a Lou Bunin a in type 
s 


as large as the . 
MacMillen Souvaine is will- 
ing to do anything “reasonable” 


but this must be short of a title 
ehange or change in release time. 
“We have a fine picture and we 
understand Disney also has a fine 
one,” he declared. ““We shall let the 
public decide.” 


TOA Tax Fight 


Continued from page 4 


Harry Brandt, president of Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners Assn., 
N. Y., despatched a letter last week 
to N. Y. Senators Herbert H. Leh- 
man and Irving M. Ives, asking 
their aid in defeating the proposal 
when it reaches the Senate. Pre- 
viously, Brandt had protested the 
bill to Rep. Wilbur Mills of the 
House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee. Mills informed Brandt that 
nothing could be done about it in 
his committee but suggested that 
TOA, as well as other exhib groups 
throughout the nation, ask for a 
hearing before the Senate Finance 
Committee, which now .is studying 
the tax bill. Allied States Assn, 
has been particularly active in put- 
ting pressure on Congress. ® 


In his letter to Senators Lehman 
and Ives, Brandt said that this 
legislation, once passed, would’ be 
“an open invitation to unscrupu- 
lous promoters to tie themselves 
up with worthy charities at fat sal- 
aries which are not reflected in net 
earnings.” Brandt added that at 
least 100 exhibs in ITOA, and prob- 
ably more, would gladly volunteer 
to give up their theatres to worthy 
causes so that they might draw 
reasonable salaries. And, he con- 
tinued, it could be done easily with 





ed from Federal admission taxa- 
tion, which would be more than 
sufficient to pay the salaries and 
still permit net earnings to the 





charity. 
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Continued from page 1 


luloidiana aspects are enough of a. 
hurdle to create some caution. . 

Berle, Durante, Cantor, Martin 
& Lewis, Caésar-Coca,. Bankhead, 
et al., are fundamentally TV and 
AM programs. “es y 

The prime’ objective is a triple- 
thréat ballyhoo for the picture the- 
atres, the’ talent and television. « It 
would blénc’ and wed the two me- 
dia for mutual boxoffice or other 
benefits, bringing to non-TV audi- 
ences a sample of video’s talent 
values, and. ateract into video-sat- 
urated sectors the “lost” audiences 
who may ‘héve gone overboard for 
TV favorites;at the expense of the 
boxoffice, 

It is generally agreed that his- 
tory will repeat itself once again 
in that ‘in-person faves, even 


though seen gratis on TV, will do| 


biz at the Bo., as has been the 
case with Hollywood and radio stars 
making personals. 

The scope’ of these NBC-built 
shows for theatres in actuality may 
be circumscribed by any number 
of anticipated but not soluble fac- 
tors until each proposition is 


tackled. 
‘Big Shorts’ 

There is the fundamental of how 
much story-line will be built to 
keep a Durante or a Berle program 
together; where does the sponsor 
come in, and to what degree will 
exhibs and audiences stand for 
sponsor-identification when an ad- 
mission is charged; and to what 
degree might not these TV-gen- 
erated variety programs evolve into, 
“big shorts,” ie., a succession of 
highlight specialties. 

There are also the factcrs about 
prior contractual commitments, as 
with Martin & Lewis with Hal 
Wallis. Or Max Liebman dickering 
his own Hollywood film deal (with 
Don Hartman at Paramount) for 
“Show of Shows” (Caesar-Coca). 
Or whether Helen Traubel, if NBC 
wanted to reprise. her highlight 
with Jimmy Durante, might not 
have some exaggerated ideas of 
film salary, as against a one-shot 
TV guester, Or where Metro 
figures, in that (1), Durante still 
has a one-a-year film commitment to 
the Cdlwer City. plant, and (2), 
producer Joe Pasternak at Metro 
Ifkewise is mulling a Schnozzola- 
Traubel filmusical. And kindred 
other aspects. 


Ike Levy’s Folsom Meet 
On the Future of Vidpix 


Just before Ike Levy, ex-Colum: 
bia Broadcasting System board 
member, sailed yesterday (Tues.) 
on the S. S. Independence for a 
European holiday and business 


and TV must go:steady to a. great 
degree; certainly over. 50% 
Possibly up to 90% volume, con- 
sidering the aggregate time-hours 
on a round-the-clock operation. 
Despite the Hollywood stars’ 


z 


is to permit , Punching up 
of bits, scenes and comedy vaines, 
the best-profile-forward — the 


camera angles, etc. 
But proponents of vidpix, such 


as Levy, who ig board chairman | th 


of Official Films, look upon shorter 
featurettes as the best talent pool 
for television. With the acquisi 

of the Jerry Fairbanks studio in 
Hollywood; the 
MCA’s ex-Billy Goudheart, Jr., as 
executive veepee (he was longtime 
sparkplug of the Music Corp. of 
America); and Sid Rogell as head 
of studio operations, OF has its 


5 


yee on a vast TV market poten-| | 
al. * 


Levy is seeing vidpix producers 
In Italy, Austria, France, Czecho- 
Slovakia, Germany, France and 


voir of talent. “Official is primed 
as a huge vidpix distribution com- 
pany. > ios “Ft 
Levy told Folsom that a con- 
vincer of how sharply has been 
his cleavage from CBS would be 
to sell NBC a flock of OF programs, 
as it has done already in the past. 
Unloads More CBS 
Levy. disposed..of his last 18,000 
CBS shates; he had a block of 
73,000 shares whose market value 
is in excess of $3,000,000. Levy 
stressed to Folsom -that he -was 
the one who influenced.CBS’ then 
president (now board chairman) 
William S. Paley to sell the CBS 
Artists Bureau (to MCA), because 
he felt that a network could do 
hgh buying talent from the out- 
side, 


Folsom recently bought 3,000 
acres of Burbank land, back of 
the Warner Bros. stadios, for just 
under $800,000. Right now it may 
remain an. RCA investment for 
many years. Or it may become 
new NBC-TV studios. Or a 
producing plant. (General Sarndff 
always favored building any TV 
studios “from the ground up,” 
cause of the technical advances, 
instead of taking over any existing 
film. studio). 

The trade knowledge of the 
Burbank realty, coupled with. the 
proposed NBC filmizations of the 
top NBC-TV stars and programs, 
inspired the concern on how big 
a scope was NBC’s proposal for 
film production, 


Amus. Taxes 


Continued from page 4 j 


duction of consumer durable goods, 
the increases in these taxes can 
be considered as especially appro- 
priate sources for emergency reve- 
nue.” 


Snyder’s reference was to the 
10% manufacturers’ excise on 
radio and TV sets and parts; House 
Ways and Means Committee flatly 
balked at upping this figure. Sny- 
der urged a tax of 25% at the 
manufacturers’ level: He would 
also increase the tax on phono- 
graph records and musical instru- 
ments from 10% to 25% at the 
manufacturers’ level. He estimated 
a 25% bite would yield $150,000,- 
000 a year, instead of the present 
$100,000,000, despite decreased 
output. y 


Snyder opposed the House pro- 
gram to eliminate the excise tax 
on raw film, cameras and other 
photographic apparatus used by 
motion picture companies and the- 
atres.- The House voted to abolish 
the impost on the ground that the 
oe were actually business _equip- 
men 

Snyder is also against the House- 
okayed exemptions from. the gen- 
eral admissions tax. These include 













| evening. Repeat p formance drew 


another good-sizea mob. 

Despite. RCA’s hard luck at the 
Tivoli, the company got plenty of 
Warner Bros,, which was so happy 
with the nt at its Stanley 
in Philly that it ordered 25 more 
sets. WB also has an RCA installa- 
tion in its Warner on dway, 
whieh reopened -with the new 
equipment last night (Tues.). 

WB will be second only to United 
Paramount Theatres in the number 
of equipments. UPT has five houses 
presently with sets, all but one with 
the- Par system, and has 20 RCA 
and two Par systems om order. 
Among chains reportedly order- 
ing installations during the past 
week was Malco in the Memphis 
area. M. A. Lightman, prexy of the 
circuit, has ordered his first set 
from RCA for installation in the 
Maleo Theatre in Memphis. 
Despite avid interest by theatre- 
men, orders in some areas were he- 
ing held up because the coaxial 
cable has not reached them. This 
applies in Texas, where Interstate 
topper Robert J. O'Donnell said 
last week his chain would hop on 
the bandwagon as soon as the cabie 
arrives, permitting reception of the 


be-| big shows now being fed to the 


closed theatre loop, Co-ax is ex- 
pected to hit Texas about Septem- 
ber, 1952. 

Levey said that Skiatron’s sys- 
tem, which has been dubbed “The- 
atrevision” in its registration pa- 
pers, will be publicly demonstrated 
prior to hearings by the Federal 
Communications Commission Sept. 
17 on allocation of theatre TV 
channels. 





St. Lee Plans 
St. Louis, July 3. 

Motion picture theatres, includ- 
ing .ozoners in the St. Louis area, 
are mulling plans for the inaugura- 
tion of. sereen-size television 
broadcasts by next winter. Fanchon 
& Marco-St. Louis Amus. Co. is 
expected to start the TV programs 
in its Missouri Theatre in midtown: 
The Commonwealth Theatre. Cir- 
cuit’s Uptown in Columbia, Mo., 
also is reported to be readying the 
house for TV shows. 





Lightman Buys Theatre TV 
Memphis, July 3. 
M. A. Lightman, prexy of- the 
Malco chain, has purchased a 
screen - sized felevision receiver 
from RCA for his Malco Theatre 
— Installation will begin this 
wee 


where. Jones has enlisted the sup- 
port of several fellow-Lone Star 
natives. in Hollywood, Howard 
Hughes and latter’s chief of staff, 
Noah Dietrich. 

As a result of Jones’ interven- 
tion, Dietrich has contacted Her- 
bert J. Yates, Rep prexy. Wayne 
is now making a pic in Ireland 
and will be 


There can be no decision until 
then as to whether there’s a 
chance he’ll change his mind. 


Actor-producer announced he'd 


resembled the Texas terrain, and 
the film-could be made much more 
cheaply there than in the U. S. 


exclusive events, the 
Kentucky Derby and National 
Open Golf tournament, to make 


theatre TV Myers wants to 
now hat oil be felt tor the 
home set besides ‘Kukla, 


’ “It seems reasonable to .sup- 
pose,” he says, “that when they 
find that all the good things they 
were led to believe came with the 
set can only be seen at the theaffe 
for a high admission price, they 
will squawk to the FCC. 
“Whether that body, in its anx- 
iety to build up television, will be 
deaf te the complaints of mere 
citizens and rs—an wnor- 
ganized and helpless group--—re- 
mains to be seen. Nevertheless, it 
is an added element of uncertainty 
and one that must be taken into 
account in deciding to take the 
deep plunge inte theatre ‘televi- 








England, building up OF’s reser- 
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use the Mexican locale because it | stigma 
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Billy Bryant's Showboat 
Ties-In With Metro’s Pic 


St. Louis, July 3. 
Billy Bryant, who just closed his 
travesty of “Hamlet (and Yeggs”) 
on the Goldenrod Showboat here, 
has worked out a neat tieup with 


Loew’s State which preems Metro’s 
“Showboat” July 10. The vet per- 
former and State Theatre manager 
Russel A. Bovim laid out a cam- 
paign that tentatively calls for 10 
autos, loaded with showboat actors 
dressed in Gay '90 costumes. similar 
to that used in the film, to parade 
through the city’s business on 
headed by brass band and a steam 
calliope. 

Caravan will start from the 
Goldenrod Showboat at its river 
landing here and end in front of 
the State. where the actors will do 
a short river prolog which Bryant 
will emcee. prior to the picture’s 
unreeling. It’s been arranged for 
a local dignitary to present Capt. 
Bill Menke, owner-manager .of the 
Goldenrod; with a trophy from 
Metro in honor of the occasion. 
Theatre tharquee will play calliope 
wig se ager while the Goldenrod 
is already plastered with the film 
company’s stills and posters plug- 
ging the pic’s opening date. 

Bryant, who's now = rehearsing 
his own version of “Carmen” to 
replace “Hamiet,” feels that the 
Metro “Showboat” tieup will bene- 
fit all ¢oncerned with the bally. 
Capt. Menke’s Goldenrod and 
Bryant, et al stay here until Aug. 
10 when they shove off to play a 
few fair dates for Jimmy Hetzer 
at Huntington, W. Va. 


Continued from page 3 


wholly named by Hughes. He has 
assembled a large group of Wall 
St. professionals, plus some out- 
of-towners. They claim to have 
enough stock to outvote Hughes. 

Progress of the Greene negoti- 
ations have been slowed. somewhat 
by other activities of their attor- 
ney, Isidor. J. Kresel. He is pres- 
ently defending Serge Rubinstein 
in a fraud action, 

Greene, it is understood, would 
consider two members “reason- 
able” representation on the direc- 
torate were he assured of the in- 
dependence of the other three. 
Hughes reportedly has offered him 





it is pointed out that 802 as well 
as the International has authority 
“4 moral bet ig orn spe 
a re 

ber convicted of using mag 


The current probe into the dope 
traffic has musician 
addiction, gh the extent of 
the traffic among tooters has been 


small propor- 
tion of musicians are ipvolved. 
Proponents of the Local 802 
movement declare that immediate 
union action is necessary because 
the few tend to cast a shadow on 





jan entire ‘industry, 








Bonn, June 26. 
The federal government last 
week presented to the Bundestag 
a draft law calling for establish- 
ment of a screen quota making it 
éompulsory for exhibitors to play 
German films during 21.to 35 days 


each quarter. This would. average 


at about 27%. After considerable 
criticism of the draft, the assembly._ 
referred it back to its committee 
for press, radio and films for fur- 
ther action. 


The wrangle over the screen 
quota issue is highly significant 
concerning the free 
of pix to western Germany, and it 
is feared that failure to pass the 
screen quota law might produce 
sharp and restrictive government 
action against U. S. imports. 
Within the German industry, the 
exhibitors . completely reversed 
their initial stand and declared 
open war against the screen quota. 
They argue that there are not 
enough new German pix to fill the 
quota, and so it would have to be 
filled with holdovers and or years- 
old reissues. * 


Problem Involves U. S. Films 


While this seems to be strictly 
a German problem, it inevitably 
involves U. S. films, because for 
practical purposes the screen quota 
assures free imports. Without 
such quota, the government may 
apply. such restrictive - measures 
against Yank imports as it wishes. 


Meanwhile, an announcement by 
Theo Aulich, head of the top Ger- 
man industry association, Spitzen- 
organization der Filmwirtschaft 
(SPIO) revealed that the proposed 
“Filmgroschen” (“Film-dime”) ad- 
mission price hike would pro- 
vide almost - $1,000,000 additional 
money to Yank distribs in Ger- 
many. Plan, which is supported 
by all three branches of the indus- 
try and has also some government 
backing, envisages that $11,900,000 
would be gained by the industry 
with the admish_ boost. 


Of the total, 40% to 45% would 
go into a pool to finance produc- 
tion. Exhibs would get another 
40% and distribs 15% to 20%. 
Latter would come to $1;785,000 
to $2,380,000. Since Yank pix gross 
about 40% of the. market, Ameri- 
can distribs would. get some $714,- 
000 to $952,000 plus, per year. 





Spy” (Mono) for some 
‘stout stanzas. & Delilah” 


“Oliver Twist” (UA) was rated 
uneven, ranging from fine to fair. 
“Kon-Tiki” (RKO), though spo 


ing, and ‘then 
“Dear Brat” 
mild, as in the 
ing the most 
this series. “Hard, 
(RKO) was mainly 
initial playdates. “Bullfighter and 
Lady” (Rep), runnerup in May, 
[See ere a 
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“ips From Film Row 





NEW YORK 


Jerome Brondfield, member of 
the RKO Pathe script staff for sev- 
eral years, upped to story editor. 
He'll have a key role in develop- 
ment of company’s expanding ac- 
tivities, particularly in TV pro- 
gramming. 

Byron Adams, formerly Char- 
lotte branch manager of United 
Artists, named chief of distrib’s 
Atlanta exchange, succeeding John 
Bachman, resigned. Harold Keeter 
takes over in Charlotte, moving up 
from a salesman’s post. 


PITTSBURGH 


Robert W. Cannon, city mana- 
- of Shea theatres in Cambridge, | ¢p 
., transferred to the same post 
in Bradford, Pa., his home town, 
wees he first worked for the Shea 
mpany as an usher. Frank 
King. field rep, will manage the 
Cambridge houses pending a per- 
manent appointment. 


George Tice, head of Columbia 
exchange, a grandpop for the first 
time with birth of a son to his 
daughter, Mrs. Dorothy Finn, who 
worked on Film Row before her 
marriage. Child’s father, William 
D. Finn, formerly managed the 
Park Theatre at Homestead Park. 


Ralph Buring new Paramount 
exploitation man in this area. Suc- 
ceeds Mike Weiss, transferred to 
Washington, D. C. 


~- 


Joe Kaliski, veteran film man | 


who used to manage the old Selz- 
nick office here, recuperating after 
a major operation. 

With Welden Waters’ resigning 
from Cooperative Theatres to join 
Dipson circuit in Wheeling, W. Va., 
Bill Brooks is now general manager 
of the indie booking combine here 
and Bob Kimelman moved up into 
Brooks’ old job of head booker. 

Major Frank Anderson, former 
manager of the Franklin Film Ex- 
change here, back in the U. 8S. 
after service in Korea. A _ vet- 
eran of World War II, he returned 
to the service again several years 
ago after entering film business. 


LOS ANGELES 


Single-bill trend for Hollywood 
and West End sectors gains three 
new theatres Friday (6) when the 


Chinese Fox-Wilshire and Loyola | ‘Te 


go solo. Move further divides L.A. 
territory into two camps, 
downtown area predominantly 
twinbill. Only exce _. is War- 
ners’. Downtown, which single-fea- 
tures day-date with Hollywood and 
Wiltern. Along Hollywood Blvd., 
Egyptian and Paramount are also 
usually single-feature while Pan- 
tages is dual. 


Cinema Theatre, 640-seat semi- 
art nabe in Hollywood, went into 
a first-run policy July 1 under a 
deal to screen Hallmark Films on 
ing exclusive, extended-run show- 


Decker and Ted Bolnick 
Pt wt the El Miro in Santa Mon- 
ica from B. J. Leavitt and will 
operate 887-seater as a first-run. 
Decker is a former Lippert fran- 
chise-holder here. Bolnick is a 
Minneapolis exhib formerly asso- 
ciated with Bennie Berger. Leavitt 
sold lease on the Santa Monica 
house to devote full time to his 
Pot edt drive- 


David O. Selznick plans to reis- 
sue his 1937 Technicolor produc- 
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Jarmila Bianete 


KIRSTEN NOVOTNA THEBOM | 
— TECHNICOLOR A 
M Picture 3 


An M-G-M 
» plus Spectacular Stage Presentation 








th | ists veepee, huddled with Chi 


tion of “Adventures of Tom Saw- 


yer,” probab a : 
Kroger Babb, Productions 
prexy, planning ‘to Hold annual con- 


ven on in Honolulu in December, 
with more than’ 300 members of 
field force flown down islands for 
the conclave. : 

Columbia took over U. S. dis- 
tribution of “The Clouded Yel- 
low,” made in England with Jean 
Simmons and Trevor Howard in 
top spots. Same company re-is- 

suing “A Song to Remember,” first 

released in 1945, and “Start Cheer- 
.” a Jimmy Durante starrer 
made in 1938. 

George A. Smith held a two-day 
meeting of six branch managers of 
Ama 3 ge 's western division at 

LA exchange to formulate 
ns for the “Salute to Al Schwal- 
= a campaign during July 


— "Films. will re-issue 
“Wagon Wheels,” a Randolph 
Scott co-starrer produced by Har- 
old Husley for Paramount release 
in 1934. 

Fox-West Coast shutters three 
subsequent-run. houses today 
(Tues.) as result of business 
drought. Circuit darkened Belmont 
last week, with Melrose, Monrovia, 
Maywood shuttering today. Total 


of F-WC houses closed in 
this territory is now 21. Melrose 
is 880-seat Hollywood nabe. Mon- 


rovia is 1,100-seater in Monrovia. 
aoe is 644-seater in May- 


CHICAGO 


J. J. O’Loughlin, Chicago United 
Artists district manager, ankled 
ag week and took off for 

a 

Harold Zeltner, prexy of central 
zone of Colosseum of Motion Pic- 
ture salesman, last week denied 
outfit has affiliated with any na- 
tional union, but confirmed fact 
that org has appointed committee 
to probe Sool bie tie-in. Outfit, 
which has filed charges with Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board, 
seeks 40 percent salary increase 
and approximately $12.50 travel 
expenditures daily, from distribs. 

Universal will launch its third 
world premiere this year in_Chi- 
cago August 3, when “Little 
Egypt” kicks off at Chicago Thea- 


William Heineman, United Art- 


branch chief Harry Goldman last 
‘week. 

Esquire Theatre, northside art 
house, broke house record last 
week on first session of “Oliver 
Twist” with $14,000 gross. 

Neighborhood Palace. Theatre 
shuttered for summer. 

wo yros Skouras in town over 

Ade for confab on Greek War 
Relief campaign. 


BUFFALO 


Buffalo experiencing unprece- 
dented epidemic of theatre clos- 
ings. gy nt ps oe 70 
subsequent run houses here, 15 
are closed either indefinitely or for 
two or three s midweek 

this month and continuing 

Labor Day. Number of — 
pe this summer exceeds that 
of any summer in recent local his-- 
tory by more than 300% 

Century, indie downtown first- 
run, is first local theatre to 
pens installation of theatre, 

completed wil Project will be 
within four months,, 

the theatre the third up- 

state installation. At present there 
is one in Albany another in 


Lawrence M. Bitten. former as- }: 
of Kenmore: Thee re. House. hag 





ST. LOUIS 


Bloomer, Bros. eng ib 
took over lease of th 
car ozoner in Blythevi ~ ’Ark., 
from United Drive-In of Texas: 
will operate in conjunction with 
their two Belleville houses and an- 
other drive-in near there. 

Carpenters’ Union, of East St. 
Louis, plans to take over the Roxy, 
recently shuttered by former State 
Senator Louis a. May con- 
vert it into an office building. 

Eddie Clark, Metropolis, IIl., 
theatre owner, is using the radio 


T., 





station in that town to bally his 
‘house. He gives his opinion of 
films and, through recordings, airs 
‘nterviews, with patrons. 

Mrs. Anne Mae Williams took 
over the Conway in Conway, Mo. 


Seine 


ine, 400- | $1.10)— 





Homer Misey,.St. Louis UA 
salesman, recently resigned, suc- 


* over its premises to 
Presbyterian Church for sum- 
mer sae ge morning “drive- 
in” church services. 

In publicizing the services, 
the chygch points out that 
they’re “particularly suitable 
for couples with small children 
and for elderly and disabled 
persons who find it difficult to 
climb church stairs.” Services 
are non-denominational in 
character and last not more 
than 45 minutes. 





In Texas, Too 
Galena Park, Tex., July 3. 
Calvin Mitchamore, owner 
manager of the Market Drive- 
in Theatre here, is making his 
‘ ozoner available to the con- 
gregation of the Peace Luther- 
an Church for Sunday services. 
A special stage was construct- 
ed by Mitchamore from which 
services are conducted. 
Idea was an outgrowth of 
Easter Sunrise services held at 
the theatre. 








ceeded by Fred Lawrence, former- 
Swe Lion salesman from Mem- 
phis. 
Jack Wright opened a theatre in 
Bandana, Ky. 

Russell Armentrout, Louisiana, 
Mo., exhib, received green — 
from FCC for his new radio station 
in Taylorville, DL 

Martin F. Davis, manager of 
Hi-Way Theatre, North St. Louis 
indie house, fined $168 in police 
court for six violations of anti- 
smoke ordinance. City smoke in- 
spectors testified that on six occa- 
sions they observed dense smoke 
coming from the theatre smoke- 
stack. Davis said he would ap- 
peal. 

Sparta Theatres, Inc., owned by 
the Turner-Farrar interests, Har- 
—— Iil., —— its new Sparta, 

600-seater, parta, Ill., where it 
sien owns and operates the Grand, 
a 550-seater. 


Olin Foehner purchased the 
Clinton, a 250-seater, Beckémeyer, 
Iil., from Deame Ducomb but op- 


Corein, 


Roxy, aide Ill., owned. and 
operated by Herschel Eichhorn, 
celebrated its 20th anniversary 
last week. 

MONTREAL 

Because of poor reviews for 
Metro’s “Great Cdruso” by. two 
English-speaking dailies and one 
weekend parer, ur Hirsch, 
ey of Consolidated . Theatres 
ere in Montreal has ruled out 
special screenings for all local crix. 
As Consolidated deluxers 
on Friday reviewers spent day 
Friday (29) covering new entries 
to make weekend editions. 

Pe ay general panning, 

is presently brea Be 
henee records at Loew’s for regular 
price entries: and more than 75,- 
000 persons saw film in first week. 


SAN ANTONIO 
Bi Elder, treasurer at the 
Woodlawn Theatre, summer cruis- 
ing in North Carolina with the 
Naval Reserves. 

Richard Vaughn, assistant treas- 
urer of the Majestic Theatre, now 
in the Army. 

‘Justine Aronstein ay nee Bnd 

sistant m er of the ce 

atre here; father is Lee Akou: 

stein, manager of the local seme 

Theatre. 
ity of up tors 


mulling Possibity of d. 
ad- 
nine 


cents to be, Nine ‘cent price be 
Pm ~- 
Ot | eect at any time or stage . 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued f page 18) 


)—“Prince Was Thief” 
(U) and “Father phe oat (Mono). 


Smart $27,000. Las’ Ay rem 
Drums” (U) and [Hollywood 
(U) (10 days), res 

Four Star (UA (900 70-90) — 
“Ace in’ Hole” (Pa.) (8d wk). Thin 
$3,500. Last week, $5,200. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (677; 70-$1.00) | = 

—“Odette” (UA). Light $2,000. 
Last week, “Of Men and Music” 
(20th) (Sth wk-6 days), $1,300. 

Beverly Canen (ABC) (520-$1)— 
“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) (10th wk), Hefty 
$3,300. Last week, continued up- 
ward climb to $3,300. 

Laurel (Roseuer) (846; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Tales age man (Indie) Tf 
(5th wk). Into fifth fr 
“~ 7 after excellent $12, 





last 


erated —_ Jan., 1951, by Henry $7, 





Picture 


- PITTSBURGH 





(Continued from page 17) 
a (UA) hit $8,000 on the 


ia (Loew's) (3,300; 
“Strictly Dishonorable’ OG). 
Crix divided on this one but all 
agreed that Ezio Pinza had some- 
thing and there should be enough 
interest in him to account for $11,- 


500 anyway. Last week, “Teresa” 
siooe did a little better than 


000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85) — 
“Best of Badmen”’ (RKO). Will 
have to hurry for $9,000, about 
the same as “Folsom Prison” 
(WB) last week. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-85) — 
“Night Into Morning” (M-G). Crix 
all gave this one a nice hand and 
for a pic with such a grim theme, 
it’s doing okay in summertime. 
Heading for $6,000. Last week, 
“Little Big Horn” (Lip) and 
age Drums” (Lip) fine $7,000. 


“TERESA’-EWELL NICE 
$22,000 IN WASH. 


Washington, July 3. 

Customers seeking relief from 
the current siege of sticky weather 
here are giving downtown houses 
fair biz considering the season. 
“Teresa” is doing nicely at Capi- 
tol, with assist from _ critics. 
Keith’s faring well with Baym of 
Bad Men,” and Dupont is_ going 
pot guns with “Brave Bulls. 

lsewhere, thin ~ not so good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ca vite! vets (2,434; 44-90)— 
“Teresa” (M-G) plus ‘vaude. Nice 
$22,000, thanks to rave notices of 
film and Tom Ewell, comic, on- 

stage. Last week, “No Questions 
Asked” (M-G) plus Jack Carson 
show, satisfactory $23,000. 

Dupont ceagert (375; 50-85) — 
“Brave Bulls (Col) (2d wk). 
Strong $4,500 after sensational 
$5,500. Good for two more weeks. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80) — 
“Best of Bad Men” (RKO). Lively 
$9,000 including TV- of Murphy- 
La Motta fight. Last week, “ d, 
Fast, Beautiful” (RKO). Fair 


500. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,164; 
44-74)—"Flying Missile” (Rep) “and 
“Al Jennings of Oklahoma” (Rep). 
Average $5,000. Last week, “Oh, 





Susanna” ig and .“Belle Le 
Grand” (Rep). so $4,7 
Palace (Loew's) a 370; 44-74) — 


“On Riviera” (20th) (2d wk). Okay 
$15,000 for six ve after nifty 
$20,000 in first wee 

Haskins “(he ( Lopert (485; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Tales o Hoffmann” (In- 
die) (11th wk). - Holding firm at 
$4,500. Good for six more weeks. 

Warner (WB) (2,174; 44-74) — 
“Two of a Kind” (Col). Mild $10,- 
000. Last week, “Folsom 
(WB), slim $9,600. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80) — 
cFabiols” (UA) (4th wk-5 5 days). 

$3,000 after hefty $5,000 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from Mo ah RN 177 
Beasts” (Indie) and ‘ 
(Mono), good. $8,900. 

Fifth Avenue (evergreen) (2,349; 
65-90) — “You're in * (20th) 
and “Her First ihoinanee™ (Col) 
(2d wk). Indicated slow $5,000. 
changing for holiday. Last week, 
— $9, 

—*“Excuse My Dust” (M-G) yy 
“No Questions ed” oo 


ticipated toa ae 
Fiamige neta, (Lip) “31.200 “Sav- 
sontnale, Box. ve Money Pass 
“While Sun (Mi 

Paced at slow $2,800. Last w 

2d of “No Orchids” (Indie) and 
“Waterloo Road” (UA) (6 days) 
sli to weak - 


e Mig Fancy 


(U) and. “Long Dark Hall” 

um (Hamrick) (2,600;. 65- 
90) — “Stra ‘on Train” (WB) 
and “Son of. ” (WB). ). Looks 


like $8,500. 

Bad Men” (Rep) , a tg id of 
(Sterling) oo Bod 
Guard 


wee 





Monte Carlo” 
WP Speed 
(2d run) cae show, on 
lesque re of ere00 the 
Last. week, (40-70)—“Brave Bale 
(Col) and “Santa Fe” (Col) (2d 
SD eneetenck: tikes ) (3,039 
$5-00)—"“Ace in Hole” (Par) and 
te tbe Nigh le (UA). Paced at 


wee 
ester- Pence ig ny and 


(Col). No dice, weak at $5,100 for 
9 days. 


(Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) | 900 


Grosses 


L’ ville Sturdy; Okay 126 
On Pinza-Dishonorable,’ 
‘Brat’ 116, ‘Strangers’ 66 


Louisville, July 3. 
Nice selection of product thig 
week on the main stem, which 
should reflect favorably at the 
wickets. Heavy rain Friday (29) 
night knocked off trade at the 
first-runs, but cooler temperatures 
Saturday-Sunday (30-1) .will help 
"em recoup, and current pace 
should be brisk. “Strictly Dishon- 
orable” at the State is perky, as is 
“Dear Brat” at the Rialto. Vet- 
eran’s of Foreign Wars parade Fri- 
day (29) was rained out, and down- 
town houses caught some of that 

trade, but take was still light. 


_ Estimates for This Week 


ary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
45 65)"Stea ers on Train” ( (WB). 
This one well liked, indicated nice 
$6 week, “One Foot in 
(WB) (reissue) brought 
out the church-going trade, and 
those. who only patfonize film 
houses once in a while. Result 
about same, $6,000 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)-—"Dear Brat” (Par) "and 
“When I Grow Up” (EL). Natural 
for the femmes, Pe Mav neat $11,- 
000. Last week, Now” 
(20th) and “Perfect Woman” (20th), 
mild $8,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Strictly Dishonorable” (M-G) and 
“Operation X” (Col). -—Ezio Pinza 
= der ty uee has some draught, with 

000 in offing. Last week, 
ravide Strai ight” (M-G) and “Sol- 
diers Three” (M-G),; lightweight 
$7,500, 

Strand (FA) (1 200; 45-56)— 
“Time Of Their Lives” (U) (reis- 
sue) and “Little Giant” (U). Coue 
ple of Abbott-Costello films find- 
ing a ready audience, heavy on 
kids, to indicate modest $4,000. 
Last week, “Man From Planet X” 
(UA) and “Skipalong Rosenbloom” 
(UA), about same. 


Providence Below Par, 
‘Dishonorable’.NG 8G 


Providence, July 3. 
All stands are below average and 


for 
tter product. Loew’s State oa 


poor b.o. lot with “Strictly Dis- 
honorable.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—“14 
Hours” (20th) and “The Hoodlum” 
(UA). Mild $8,000. rm week 
“Best of Badmen” (RKO) and 
oak sn kee. Racketeers” (indie), 


een me een (2,200; 44-65)— 

ble 20th) and “Ken- 

tucky Ju pe” $3,- 
500.” 


“Nia or] 
Back on ay he week, ha ana 
It”. (U), slow $6,000. ‘ 


Heaven” 





fighter and Lady” (Rep) r $7, 
five i p), poor $ 
) (2,200; 44-65) 





State Lebo’ y 
_Set ike BA 2.20 


Pe 


United Artists (B&K) (1, 700 
98)—“Prowler” (UA) 
on Telegraph .Hill” (20th) (2d wk). 
Brisk $15,000. Last bog oe 
__. Woods ess) (1,073; 98)— 
‘Th * (RKO) (4th wk). Hefty 
$17,000. Last week, $21,000. 
World (Indie) (587; 80)—“Baller- 
ina” (Indie) (34 wk). Nice $3,800. 
Last v 000. 


Ziegf ( (434; 
$2.40)—“Tales of Hoffmann” 
die) (11th wk), Fast. $5,900. 
week, about same. : 

;Drwe-ln at Meoee nS, 


Moose 
New $100. ‘i 
gate’ the Go 


(Ine 
Last 








Famous Players P+» 
Otis Bowes, manager of the Capi- 
tol, also manages the ozoner. 





2 ( (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Ss Dishonorable” (M-G) and 
“Skipalong nbloom” Bi 
Mee 500. Last week, e.. 
Into orning” (M-G) and “Bull- © 


$1.20- - 
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For a full year, radio had been taking it on the chin (lagt week 


marking the first anniversary of the initial push by the Assn. of 
National Advértisers to effect network rate cuts and establish a 


new low-cost pattern for AM in general). 


In the face of increas- 


ing evidence of radio’s potency as the nation’s No. 1 mass me- 
dium,’ with its ready access to 41,000,000 American homes (and 
19,000,000 auto sets), there was a general acquiescence to advertiser 
pressures,’ culminating in the four networks lowering their -rate 


structure, as of July 1. 


Last week there were healthy signs of radio fighting back in 
earnest in a bid to reassert itself and. hammer home the fact that, 
regardless of the inroads of TV in New York and other key cities, 
the AM medium as an advertising force remains second to none. 

Gen. David Sarnoff, RCA board chairman, took up the cudgels 


on behalf of perpetuating a bigtime AM. 


It was Samoff person- 


ally who, reportedly vexed over last Wednesday’s (27) installment 
of the Jack Gould series in the N. Y. Times extolling TV’s impact, 
took a back page ad in the Times Friday (29) to clarify the picture. 
In refutation of Gould’s New York-accented radio vs. TV figures, 
the ad projected network radio’s impact as a “nationwide selling 
force reaching people inside and outside of television areas.” The 
ad followed by a week CBS’ full-page “Big Brother” spread in 


the N. Y. dailies which elicited 
ment. 


considerable lay and trade com- 


eanwhile the multiple-pronged assault against AM downbeat- 
ers extended into other sections of the country, where AM broad- 
casters reported top billings. and audience to refute claims that 


TV is taking over. 


NBC’s-rate cut ran into some unexpected affiliate opposition 
when, for the first time, stations refused point-blank to sign new 


affiliation contracts under the revised payment schedule. 


Basic 


affiliate outlets in Oklahoma City, Milwaukee and San Antonio 
were reported among those in “rebellion” over the network mani- 
festo} om the basis that they’re entitled to compensation commen- 
surate ‘With the audiences they deliver. 


50% of ABC-TV Shows to Originate 
From Coast, Most of Em on Film 





Hollywood, July 3. +— 


Half of ABC television program- 
ming will emanate from Holly- 
wood within a year, with 75% of 
those programs to be on 
That’s the blueprint disclosed by 
ABC-UPT officials here on-an in- 
spection tour. It was also re- 
vealed that prexy Robert Kintner 
will choose a UPT exec to succeed 
Frank Samuels as head “of Coast 
operation. S05 

Ernest Felix ig now acting in 
that capacity. It was pointed up 
that the appointee, who must be 
anonymous pending an FCC okay 
of the ars was asked for by 
Kintner, is not an arbitrary 
UPT selection. He’s described as 


a seasoned shewman in theatre 
business and well-fitted for the 
new post. 

Film rogramming’s high priori- 
ty em) an immediate out- 
lay of $100,000 to ready ABC’s 
Television , plus current ne- 
gotiations i actors and 
directors. IA-NABET _jurisdic- 


tional battle now before the NLRB 
(Continued on page 38) 


Wile to Montana 
To Lasso Dinah 


Fred Wile, NBC-TV exec and ace 
sales sleuth, last week ho to 
Montana, where Dinah ore is 
currently vacationing, in a bid to 
finalize plans for the singer’s TV 
debut with her own show, being 
projected forthe 





While Miss Shore and NBC have 


an “understanding” as to contrac- 
tual commitments, bone of 
contention which has 


<malising 46tae batt tay Ween the show 


frequency of show, and format. 
Singer wants to do a 15-minute, 





CINCY’S PAUL DIXON 
SET FOR ABC-TV SHOW 


On the heels of the flock of local 
disk jockeys being pacted for net- 
work radio and television shows, 
ABC-TV has signatured Paul Dixon, 
of Cincinnati, to a similar deal. 

Dixon, one of Cincy’s top draw- 
ing cards, will tee off in August 
with a gece goatee : Seay 
Show, using guest stars, etc 


Hollywood, July -3. 
Harpo Marx makes his tele debut 
in September in a series of 52 com- 
mercials for Meyenberg’s All-Pure 
Evaporated Milk. 
Filmcraft Productions is produc- 
ing for J. Walter Thompson agency. 


CBS Now Sells 
Radio Show On 





Leo Burnett is the agen on 
the CBS deal. sessed 





4 
His fortnightly. TV “How 
Oo You View” series, . which 
terminated when the comedian 
went to America, is to be resumed 
Sept. 19. He is now back here. 
It’s clj 
t, 


j 
ill 
“s 


paid 
be. receiving a flat rate of 





$420 a show, against th 
originally offered’ | by the 


Harpo’s TV Coml’s © 


‘GABLE WILL CUE. 


OAIFT OF TALENT 


By GEORGE RQSEN 


Hollywood's bid for supremacy 
as television’s No. 1 production 
center and originating point for 
top shows will be given its long 
sought-for impetus upon comple- 
tion of the cable this fall, when 
NBC. will move practically its 
whole stable of video comics to 
the Coast, 

NBC has already completed the 
blueprint for the N: Y.-to-L. A. 
shift, and Sylvester .L. (Pat) 
Weaver, the network's veepee in 
eharge of television, has time- 
tabled the transition for either 
September or October. Telephone 
company execs in charge of lay- 
ing the cable and microwave re- 
lay which will permit the coast- 
to-coast link, have been noncom- 
mittal on any exact date or month, 
except to say it will be “before 
the end ofthe year.” However, 
Weaver is confident the establish- 
ment of the comics ‘in Hollywood 
will become a fait accompli by 
the time the °51-’52 season gets 
into full swing in October. 


. Blueprint calls for both the star- 
studded “Colgate Comedy Hour” 
and “All-Star Revue” roster of 
comedians to emanate their shows 
from Hollywood, with the El 
Capitan Theatre, ex-legit house cur- 
rently undergoing extensive re- 
furbishings as a video showcase, 
as the point of origination. Among 
the personalities who will be 
permanently berthed on the Coast 
are Eddie Cantor and Dean Martin 


and Jimmy Durante; Danny 
Thomas, Jack Carson and Ed Wynn 
(all of whom have; been set ‘with 
new contracts). In addition, Abbott 
& Costello, who are set for a series 
which will integrate film with live 
performances, Red Skelton and 
Bob Hope will originate from _ 
Coast. So will Dinah Shore, who 
debuts in the fall. 
N. Y. Still Strong 

It doesn’t necessarily mean a 
quietus on New York top comedy 
show originations, since such items 
as Milton Berle, the Sid Caesar- 
Imogene Coca “Show of Shows” 


‘ —. on page 43) 





“RCA ADDING 


‘WHITE GOODS’ | 
TOITS LINE 


Radio Corp. of America will ex- 


attention when Folsom was tapped 
for a Montgomery Ward veepee 
post, and ‘in turn got him to 
' chairman David 
ention. The “white 
ary market is said to 
be a Folsom project as a merchan- 
dising cushion to counterbalance 
the seasonal trends of the musical- 
video line. 

It is believed that RCA, in tradi- 
tional manner, will start its line 
cold, possibly’ augmenting its ex- 
pansion program by taking over 
existing plants, but focus its sell- 
ing under the RCA label. 


Folsom Due In Rome 
Rome, July 3. 

Frank M. Folsom, president of 

the Radio Corp. of America, is ex- 








(Continued on page 40) 


ae 








& Jerry Lewis (“Comedy Hour”);. 


dela. Kate Smith, etc., will con-| 


‘ministered 
*| the personnel divisio: 


Webs, Exploring New Sales Patterns, 
May Invade Transcription Business 


In Direct Competition With Ziv, et al. 





Sweating It Out 


Bob Joseph, co-producer of 
the recent “King Lear” legiter 
on Broadway (he’s the son of 
N. Y¥. City Controller Lazarus 
Joseph), has just been signed 
by NBC as a video producer. 
Pending a takeover of the pro- 
duction reins on a dramatic 
stanza, he's been put on “ob- 
servation duty” for a month. 

The “Lear” producer was 
assigned the past week to “ob- 
serve” NBC’s “Howdy Doody.” 


Colgate Axes NBC 
Day, Canova As 
AM Yields.to Video 


Radio again takes it on the chin 
at the expense of TV, with Col- 
gate, one of the major bankrollers 
in broadcasting, serving notice on 
NBC that it is washing up on spon- 
sorship of its brace of Saturday 
night shows—Dennis Day and Judy 
Canova. Move was not unexpect- 
ed, in view of Colgate’s previous 
lopoff, a few weeks back, of Bill 
Stern’s NBC Friday. night show. At 
that time the multi-million AN-TV 
bankroller held off on a final de- 
cision on the Day and Canova stan- 
zas, with NBC clinging to a hope 
that the company might have a 
change of heart. Last. week, how- 
ever, Colgate finalized its '51-’52 
plans and turned in its notice. Day 
and Canova wound up last Satur- 
day (30), with Colgate cancelling 
out on both time and shows. 


Three-way tancellation is one of 
the most drastic of the season and 
puts a sizable dent in NBC's an- 
nual radio billings, already hard 
hit by sponsor defections. 

Move finds Colgate settling for 
its brace of CBS nighttime radio 
entries, “Our Miss Brooks” and 
“Mr. and Mrs. 





Company, ro with other major 
bankrollers, ~ ae its heavy 
TV, having re- 

i 44-week 


for a ickup 
night t-week pickup 
Hour.” It has also 
pion ae the Wednesday night at 
riod Fig CBS-TV for a show 
still to be selected. 





'| COY SWORN IN FOR 


NEW 7-YEAR TERM 
Washington, July 3. 


FCC Chairman Wayne Coy was 
sworn in last week for a seven- 


by sient Wiltshire of 


If Coy fills out my new term he 
will have served longer. than any 
of his predecessors. He has now 
been chairnian three and one-half 
years. The) longest any chairman 
has served is five years. That rec- 
ord was held by James L. Fly. 


WLIB’s 38 Hours Wkly. 
Of Negro-Slanted Shows 





grams in the Gotham area is con- 
tinuing, with WLIB, N. Y., adding 
8% hours to its schedule for a total 
of 38 hours weekly. New. time de- 
voted to Negro slanted airers will 
be cross-the-board from 8-9:15 p.m. 

Indie currently airs shows for 
the Negro market daily from 7-10 





a.m. and evenings from 7 8 p.m. 





* The networks, faced with tough 


inroads from the _ transcription 
companies, may themselves go into 
the plattered show operation in di- 
rect competition with the tran- 
scription boys. NBC, for one, is 


giving serious consideration to 
making some of, its shows avail- 
able to all comers as open-end 
local-sponsorship availabilities. 


For some time the webs have 
been wrestling with multiple sales 
problems, in the wake of the AM 
network sponsor recession, and 
how to inject new and competitive 
sales concepts into their opera- 
tion. They’ve become alarmed 
over the inroads made by such 
companies as Fred Ziv in lateh- 
ing on to pix personalities (such 
as Humphrey Bogart and Lauren 
Bacall) and spreading their tran- 
scribed shows over several ,hun- 
dred markets. 

The webs, too, are equally dis- 
turbed over the increasing desire 
of affiliate stations to embrace.such 
open-end transcribed — properties 


for local sale and thus. wipe out 


the sustaining segments emanating 
from the networks. 

NBC reasons that for every 
Bogart-Bacall: team in the Ziv 
stable it has 10 equally potent 
préperties on its availability list, 
so why not adapt them to the new 
sales technique and give the tran- 
scription boys a run for their 
money? 


Royal's Biog-Pic 
Consultant Deals 


Aug. 1 has been set as the sign- 
off date for John F. Royal as NBC 
veepee, with the vet network exec 
and showman reaching retirement 
age. Royal is going into the con- 
sultancy business, with NBC as 


his initial client. Understood, too, 
that he’ll rep Emilio 
Mexico’s “Mr. Radio,” with whom 
Royal in years past has had fre- 
quent business dealings as NBC's 
unofficial Latin-American envoy. 
Royal is reported ‘negotiating 
for the writing and sale of 
biography as one of the keen Sh 
men of the past 40 years (both as 
an NBC exec since 1930 and prior 
to that in his Keith-Albee man- 
agerial capacities). It will be called 
“The Royal Story.” Deal also in- 
volves subsequent sale of the biog 
to films. It’s reported that Albert 
D. Lasker (ex Lord. & Thomas 
president) and legit producer John 
Golden, both friends of Royal, fig- 





|ure in the biog-pic transaction. 





Flock of New Video 
Entries on Tap at ABC; 
Phil Silvers’ Panel Show 


ABC-TV has started kinescoping 
a number of television packages, in 
preparation for a big fall program- 
ming splurge. Phil Silvers (who, 
incidentally. will substitute for 
Bert Parks on the web’s “Stop the 
Musie”) will emcee a new panel 
show. 

Two whodunits are in the works. 
“Police Story” will dramatize true 
yarns from police files, with a cop 
hero getting a prize each week. 
Chester Morris will be auditioned 





}in “Rogue’s Gallery,” a video ver- 
Growth of Negro-slanted pro- 


sion of the show which the net- 
work currently co-ops on radio. 
ABC-TV v.p. Alexander Stronach 
is also mulling a televersion 
“Those We Love,” soap opera ‘on 
which he once worked in AM and 
using some of the original cast. 
He’s also prepping an audition of a 
participatiéner starring comedi- 
enne-vocalist Mary McCarty. 
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Fact that the major cancella- 





tions in radio are coming from the, 


soap, food and drug combines, 
which for years have represented 
the major advertisers in the me. 
dium, is causing no little concern 
in both AM and TV circles. 

For years the radio industry was 
the target of considerable criti- 
cism based primarily on the prem- 
ise that the majority of the profits 
accruing tothe networks stemmed 
from the bankrolls of such so- 
called vested interests as Procier 
& Gamble, Lever Bros., General 
Foods, Colgate and Sterling Drugs. 
Through the years there were loud 
lamentations that “there’s no place 
in network radio for the little guy, 
who is being’ squeezed out,” cou- 
pled with the warning to the webs 
that “the day of reckoning would 
come” when the “big guys” would 
cancel out, leaving the network 
cupboard bare. 

Strangely enough, the majority 
of network cancellations thus far 
have been coming from these self- 
same major corporations, inflicting 
heavy billings losses on the webs. 

The alarm in TV circles stems 
from the fact that they see “history 
repeating itself,” with the Procter 
& Gambles, Lever Bros., Colgates, 
etc., moving into the newer me: 
dium and grabbing off the choice 
availabilities. It’s argued that, 
like radio in its prime, TV is be- 
coming too costly for any but the 
top level sponsors in the food, 
drug, soap, tobacco anc automo- 
tive eategories. And unless TV 
finds effective sales patterns which 
will invite others in and not be de- 
pendent on the same few bank- 
rollers, a similar “day of reckon- 
ing” will come. 


Tintair Cancels 
‘Maugham Radio 


Two weeks after he had served 
notice on. CBS that he was cancel- 
ling out on the Sam Levenson 
show, Martin Strauss 2d, president 
of Bymart, Inc. (Tintair), this week 
informed the network that the Tin- 
tair-sponsored “Somerset Maugham 
Theatre” Saturday morning radio 
show would be dropped after the 
July 14 broadcast. While ostensibly 
the show is going off for the sum- 
mer, its return in the fall was con- 
sidered doubtful. 

Tintair’s AM-TV plans are cur- 
rently up in the air. Company also 
sponsors “Somerset Maugham TV 
Theatre” on NBC, and was re- 
ported dickering for a segment of 
the Sid Cdesar-Imogene Coca 
“Show of Shows.” Instead it has 
bought into Kate Smith’s daytime 
TV show. 


HEARST BUYS 25% 
‘OF KING, SEATTLE 


Seattle, July 3. 


Hearst Radio, Inc., has bought a 
25% stock interest in KING 
Broadcasting Co., owners and 
operators of KING-AM, FM and TV 
here, according to an announce- 
ment by Mrs. A. Scott Bullitt, 
president of the company. 


. Mrs. Bullitt said that the sale 
would operating 
policies, management or personne) 
of the stations, but that the move 
would open the way to a closer as- 
sociation of KING and the Post In- 
telligencer, local Hearst sheet, in 
bringing the public news and 
sports coverage. ‘ 

Otto Brandt, former ABC-TV 
exec, is now v.p. and génera!l man- 
ager of the King stations. 


Jack Paige a V.P. 


Salt Lake City, July 3. 
Jack Paige, v.p. in charge of pro- 
grams for KALL and the Inter- 
Mountain Network, has been upped 
to membership on the board of 
directors of the 27-station web. 
Paige, who came here about two 
years ago from Mutual in New 
York, fills a vacancy created some 
time ago when Alvin G. Pack left 
Intermountain to set up his own 
agency. 
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Day. Into. Night 

WNBT, N. Y.,- will take a 
full hour of class A evening 
time in August for a onetime 
stanza, “Daytime Showcase,” 
which will comprise, segments 
ofall the NBC-TV key’s morn- 
ing and afternoon programs. 

Purpose of the airer, accord- 
ing to general manager Ted 
Cott, is to give the large night- 
time audience an idea of what 
is offered during the day. Addi- 
tionally, the showcase will be 
promoted. heavily to prospec- 
tive clients and agencies, so 
that the latter can see the air- 
ers which are available for 
sponsorship. August timing is 
geared to kicking off the fall 
selling season. 





TV Pic Producers 


Mull Censor Board 


Hollywood, July 3. 


Informal meeting to discuss 
plans for a Television Censorship 
Board—similar to Hays Office dur- 
ing earlier days of film industry— 
has brought a decision to meet next 
month to take definite action. 


Group of top telefilm producers 
also discussed plans for organiza- 
tion of producers for purposes of 
bargaining with labor groupS as a 
unit. Plan for Censorship Board 
is based on a desire to work out a 
voluntary plan rather than have 
some quickie producer come up 
with a vidpic with parent-teachers 
or some similar organization slap- 
ping dewn to give the entire in- 
dustry a bad name. 


Among those in attendance were 
Hal Roach, Sid Rogell repping Of- 
ficial Films; Karl Kramer, Isadore 
Lindenbaum, of Filmcraft Produc- 
tions; Gil Ralston and Frank Wis- 
bar, of “Fireside Theatre.” 


Radio, TV Shows Under 
New Congressional Fire 
As Harmful to Youth 


Washington,. July 3. 


Radio and TV programs, under 
attack from. several sources be- 





House of 
week. 

“Many radio and television pro- 
grams, as well.as certain scurril- 
ous books and. comics,” he said, 
“are corrupting the minds and mo- 
rals of the American people. Espe- 
cially is this true of the younger 
generation,. upon whom we must 
rely for leadership in the duys that 
lie. ahead. 

“The airwaves belong to the peo- 
ple. The listeners and viewers of 
radio and television programs have 
a right to expect, and should de- 


Representatives last 


. eS i 
‘Who's’ Was 

Sudden decision of Géneral 
Foods to drop Phil Baker’s ““Who’s 
Whose” after ‘one telecast on CBS- 
TV, with John Daly’s “It’s News 
To Me” taking the slot Monday (2), 
is something unique in the trade. 

Lester ‘ewis, indie packager, 
was calle@in to produce the show, 
the idea for it having come out of 
the Sanka agency, Young & Rubi- 
cam. Y&R brought in Baker as 
emcee for $1,000 a week and paid 
for an auditio— kinescope to work 
out bugs in the format. Agency 
reportedly kept changing the for- 
mat practically until airtime. 

Show got some strongly negative 
critical comment. Y&R is paying 
Baker off and is making a settle- 
ment with Lewis. 

Jack Bertell, Baker’s manager, 
announced that he felt the pro- 
gram wasn’t for his client. He’s 
talking to Y&R on a cross-the- 
board tele show for Baker. 

, The replacement, “News,” is a 
Mark Goodson - Bill Todman pro- 
duction, with Daly presiding over 
a permanent panel comprising 
John Hen Faulk, Anna Lee, 
Quincy Ho and Robin Chandler. 


Western Reserve 
In Anti-Education 
TV Channel Stand 


Cleveland, July 3. 
Western Reserve University’s 





Radio-TV Council, in a resolution, | 


has told the FCC that “the interests 
of education can best be served by 
cooperating with existing commer- 
cial TV stations.” The Council is 
the University’s 
group in the radio-TV field. 

In what is believed to be the 
first anti-education TV channel 
stand, the Council said that’ educa- 


1 tional institutions stand to achieve 


more and at a minimum cost to the 
institution by. working with and 
through commercial TV outlets. 
Recently, public school educators 
in Cleveland had suggested that 
public school and college officials 
pool that one channel in an effort 
to reduce TV costs in setting up 
and operating a station. ‘ 
Commenting on the resolution, 
Barclay Leathem, head of WRU’s 
department of dramatic arts, said: 
“We felt that the university will 
do 2 better job and reach more 
people. by concentrating on pro- 
ducing a limited number of excel- 
lent, professionally-done programs 
on a commercial station than by 
spreading itself thin trying to pre- 
pare an. entire program.” 
Leatham maintained that com- 
mercial TV already has done an 
excéllent job in helping thé Uni- 


versity present its programs and} 


services to a growing audience. 
It was pointed out that Reserve 
had done more than 186 TV shows, 





policy-forming.: 





the bigtime in 


of mon ck ack 7 et 





tically all of them establishing themselves as personalities in. 


ie 


‘the program’s dissolution (in the wake of Anchor Hocking’s failure 
to come to terms with Lester and subsequent cancellation) provides 


an iff 


teresting “then and now” conimentary.w. > c - 
Ray Malone and Dagmar, the only two. “holdovers,” are tur- 


rently showcased on Anchor Hocking’s replacement program star- 


ring Jack Leonard: 


The Meadowlarks, with a new femme member replacing Joan 
Loring, are doing the commercial on the DuMont “Cavaleade of 


Stars” show. 
at Virginia Beach.) 


(They've also played a one-week personal appearance 


Miss Loring, quitting the Meadowlarks, is currently working 
a singer on the CBS affiliate in Syracuse. : x 

David Street is now in Cincinnati singing on a local video show 
having since broken with Music Corp. of America when ne new 
network commitments materialized. 

Wayne Howell is currently doing a local disk jockey show on 


WNBC, N. Y. 


Milton DeLugg is backgrounding the Doodles Weaver TV show 


with a small combo. > 


Lester himself is currently in Las Vegas. 


He’s under. contract 


to NBC, but they’ve yet to evolve a new program formula for him. 


Freeze Lift Hearings Again Put Back: 





TV Allocation Plan Sifted at Hearing 


Gallant Salant 


Washington, July 3. 

At oral arguments last week 
on the legality of the TV allo- 
cations and set-aside of educa- 
tional stations, Richard Salant, 
counsel for CBS, was asked by 
FCC Commissioner — Frieda 
Hennock whether his position 
in supporting the plan was not 
inconsistent With that of Dr. 
Frank Stanton, CBS prexy. 
(Stanton had opposed using 
VHF .channels for educational 
purposes in Chicago, San Fran- 
cisco and Detroit, where CBS is 
seeking stations). 

“I hope not,” replied Salant. 
“Miss Hennock, whenever 
there’s any question of consis- 
tency between me and Dr. 
Stanton, Dr. Stanton prevails.” 

Salant said he thought some 
of the allocations are “unwise” 
but that: it’s important to dis- 
tinguish between “what is le- 
gal and what we don’t like.” 


D.C. Transit Strike 
Radio-TV Bonanza 


Washington, July 3. 
Washington radio and TV sta- 
business 





tions are doing 





mand, decent and wholesome enter- 
: . including a Cleveland College se-|in buying sets. 
tainment. » oa eee ries, on WEWS and WXEL. At the| Stations are going all-out in help- 
Goan ~ — unwholesome, un- Saties sane rams pm aw 'S will be 1 Je 
aan pres arsavene tu (Continued on page 43) 
' “Juvenile delinquency und disre- : , 
gard for laws has increased in this} MUG’ RICHARDSON’S 
country because of the laxity in 
which these ms have been 


cans as well.” 


Gertrude Berg Hopes To 
Entertain While Abroad 


Gertrude Berg (“Molly Gold- 
berg” of radio and TV) hopes to 
entertain Allied troops in Eng- 
land and France during. her first- 
time-in-Europe vacation this sum- 
mer. She sailed on the Queen 
Mary last Friday (29). 

Being allergic to flying she 
probably won’t be able to enter- 
tain in Germany unless she motors 
there in a Government jeep. She 
is accompanied by her husband, 
Charles Berg, a chemical engineer. 
They return to N, Y. early in Au- 
gust. 





TV SHOW SET IN DC. 
Margaret Pweg patie . 


mer Girl Friday for ur God- 
frey, is almost set to- launch her 
own TV show here on WTOP-TV. 
She has chosen Gene — Klavan, 
WTOP disk jockey comic, to team 
with her on a 15-minute once-a- 
week “Mug and Gene” stanza in- 
terviewing interesting. personali- 
ties. An automobile sponsor is said 
to be lined up for the program, 
which is being geared for network 
possibilities. 

Miss Richardson, former “Miss 
North Carolina” and a legendary 
figure in broadcasting, broke with 
Godfrey last year after being with 
him since 1934 when he started 
here on the old WJSV (now 
WTOP) in an early morning re- 
cord-and-chatter broadcast. - Al- 
though she has had a lone experi- 





ence on radio, she is new to TV. 





(Continued :on page 40) 
GM’s ‘Silver Eagle’ As 
‘Jack Armstrong’ Sub 


Chicago, July 3. 
General Mills sas purchased a 





Washington, July 3. 

After hearing oral arguments on 
the legality of the TV allocation 
plan and the set-aside of channels 
for educational ‘stations, FCC last 
week postponed its lift-the-freeze 
hearings another two weeks to con- 
sider what course it shall take. The 
hearings are now scheduled for 
July 23. They were previously post- 
poned to give industry lawyers time 
to analyze the great volume of 
comments filed on the proposed 
allocations, 


It’s now. considered highly prob- 
able that the hearings will ot be 
held at all, regardless of the out- 
come of the legality question. Be- 
cause of the months of testimony 
required to give everybody a hear- 
ing, the agency is exploring’ ways 
of ending the freeze in the shortest 
possible time. Gne way would be 
to have “paper hearings” in which 
additional evidence would be 
mailed in by parties questioning 


q 
'| channel assignments in their com- 


munities. 


Although the Commission is giv- 
ing itself time to mull ate he 


argumients made Thursday (28) on: 


the legality question, it won't be 
surprising if proposals are submit- 
ted during this period to support 
the agency on the “pa irings” 
idea. With 


and 
hold-up. all the thus 
further delaying thi ‘ 
It appeared w , . 
that the Commission will hold the 
allocation system - illegal. While 





James Jewell package to put in the | film for 


Thursday segment left vacant by 
the summer layoff of “Jack Arm- 
strong of the SBI.” Summer re- 
placement, going into the 6:30 to 7 
p.m. (CDT) slot, bows this week 
from Chicago and is tagged the 
“Silver Eagle.” = 


GM earlier bought Louis G. Cow- 
an’s “Mr. Mercury” for the Tues- 


‘day opening. 


Knox-Reeves is the agency. 
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Sulphur Springs convention of 


wholesale readaptation of television shows to radio through the |, 
simple expedient of taping the sound portions and editing them for 
AM. At the time of the convention, some of thie affiliates balked 


at the idea and it was dropped. 


4iowever, in the attempts to achieve a low-cost program pattern 
for network radio attuned to its present economic straits, the “sight 
and sound” formula currently occupies a high place on the upcom- 


ing NBC program agenda, 
See e. 
material to 


presentation. 


Chi Alarmed Over L. 





In Taking Radio Out of Doldrums 


By FARRELL DAVISSON o 


Chicago, July 3. 
“What’s become of showmanship 
on local radio?” 
That’s the query that’s being 
asked more and more. frequently 


by worried observers of the Windy.+- 


City radie scene. With television 
in full swing here on the quartet 
‘of stations, tradesmen with a long- 
range interest in radio are per- 
turbed over the seeming lack of 
imagination and enterprise evi- 
denced at the AM plants faced with. 
nip and tuck competition from the 
younger electronic medium. 

The pronounced trend toward 
sticking to the “tried and true” 
rather than adventuring into new 
programming designs isn’t confined 
to Chicago radio, it’s pointed out, 
but it’s believed to have reached its 
fullest development in this king- 
pin midwest market. With all too | 
few exceptions, notably at WBBM, 
Chi CBS flag, which now and then 
demonstrates some willingness to 
explore new trails with its docu- 
mentaries and house packages, sta- 
tion execs are content to stick with 
the needle and platter boys when 
they’ve got a time segment to fill. 

The record jockeys have taken 
over to the extent that same of the 
local indie operations’ have been 
unkindly dubbed “recotd libraries 
with transmitter 


necessarily form 
indie station fare 
limited 

ever, it’s pointed 
tice carries over ix 
and Class A stations as 





every-other-week basis for the fall. 
That leaves the alternate half-hour 
open in achieving an SRO for the 
90-minute Saturday night spread. 
(‘Web reports several prospective 
clients jockeying for the period.) 
The 9 to 9:30 time has been 
bought by Camel cigarets. The 9:30 
to 10 slot gées to three es 
ing clients, Benrus, and 
Scotch Tape. Lehn & Fink has 
taken the 10 to 10:30 stretch. 
Initially Tintair (Bymart Corp.) 
was dickering for the alternate 
final half-hour but settled ‘for a 15- 
minute segment of Kate Smith's 
daytime show. Time opened up 
when Hunt Foods cut down from 


- 


NBC feels that there’s an abundance of good radio 
salvaged from such TV shows as the Sid Caesar- 
Imogene Coca “Show of Shows,” the Eddie Cantor-Martin & Lewis 
segments of “Colgate Comedy Hour”; the Jimmy Durante, Danny 
Thomas portions of “Four Star Revue,” etc., all of which could be 
collated and‘ interwoven for either half-hour or full-hour- AM 


NBC ‘Sight & Sound Formola | (NJECTING NEW 


seriously now of inaugurating its “sight and sound” program form- 
Idea was initially advanced last September at the White 


NBC, designed to permit the 


r 


ack of Initiative 





Platter Imports 
Chicago, July 3. 

Chi AM programmers, hand- 
icapped by limited budgets, 
are even importing their plat- 
ter-chatter shows. 

NBC’s WMAQ launched a 
three-hour transcriber Satur- 
day (30), especially built for 
the Chi outlet by jock-inter- 
viewer Wayne Howell in New 
York. Show is cut the pre- ' 
vious Wednesday in Gotham, 
with Howell chinning with a 
bevy of guests and introing the 
disks, which are woven into 
the show from the WMAQ 
studios. Session is aired from 
1:30 to 4:30 p. m. 


Fort Industry's 





3 
Hy 





toriums at three New York depart- 
ment stores, Gimbel’s, Abraham & 
Strauss (Brooklyn), and Gertz (Ja- 
maica). é 

Over: 1,500 persons saw the first 
morning’s show. Response was de- 
scribed as enthusiastic, with man- 
agers of the stores saying they 
looked forward to a long run of 











LIFE NTO MUTUAL 


“Watch Tom O’Neil” appears to 
be a catchphrase that’s been in- 
creasing in volume in recent weeks 
not only around Mutual network, 
where O’Neil today is topdog, but 
in-industry circles in general. That 
the General Tire chieftain and 
head of the Yankee and Don Lee 
networks (major operational 
spokes in the Mutual wheel) en- 
visions big things on the Mutual 
horizon, both in terms of AM and 
TV broadcasting, seems to be a 
foregone conclusion. Those close 
to the picture say the manner in 
which he’s made his presence and 
influence known in the overall 
Mutual sphere portends an era in 
which the network will throw it- 
self into the competitive race full 
steam ahead, and indicates a major 
MBS-ABC slugfest for supremacy. 


Not for nothing, it's said, did 
O’Neil lay it on the line for the 
acquisition of KFI-TV on the Coast 
from Earle Anthony, which, to- 
gether with his New England TV 
jackpot; make him a formidable 
operator. For this he has millions 
at his disposal, if he finds it neces- 
sary to shell it out..There’s been 
talk, however, that he will float a 
stock~issue to invite all comers. 

On the AM front, O'Neil is 
equally determined to pattern 
Mutual to the. new “radio econo- 
m,” as a forceful and major entity. 
Current negotiations involving Mu- 
sic Corp. of America, which, if 
and ‘when crystallized. will put at 
Mutual’s disposal a flock of new 
shows and entailing a hefty chunk 
of coin, are reported to stem from 
O’Neil’s direct move-in on the MCA 
deal. Latter project is being 
shrouded in secrecy but it ‘re- 
ported that, if it comes off, it 
will project a Mutual-MCA future 
relationship that would endow the 
network with a new-found prestige 
and distinction in the showman- 
ship picture. 





MBS’ ‘14 of Nation’ Pitch 


just released by Mutual. 

Tome, die-cut in the form of a 
welcome mat, points.up MBS’ posi- 
as a chain which ‘has 325 sta- 
are the only 


BE 
E 


voice in the town. A study made/{ 


for the web by Crossley -Research, 


3 
F 


area. Nearest.netw 
-| station rival got 15.4%. indies got 


30.5% and another outside Mutual 


station got 6.3%. 


MARK WOODS RESIGNS; 
FALL PLANS NOT SET 


pected since the original announce- 
ment of the upcoming ABC merger 
with United Paramount Theatres, 
resigned effective as of last Satur- 
day (30). Woods, who has been in 
broadcasting for 29 years, has no 
definite plans and will vacation un- 
til September. He tentatively plans 
entering the ad agency or radio 
and television brokerage and con- 
sulting fields in the fall. 

Woods, who had been prexy of 
‘the Web, was named vice-chairman 
in January, 1950, when Robert 
Kintner was upped from exec v.p. 
to the presidency. Executive 
veepeeship has been vacant since, 
but the post will be filled by Robert 
O’Brien of United Par when the 











five to three times'a week. 


{the tint showcasing. <3 


merger deal is approved. 








































NBC's Toscy, CBS’ Philharmonic 


May Be Off Airlanes This Fall 





NBC Song Tributes 


Meredith Willson, . musical 
director for NBC’s “Big Show,” 
last weekend delivered to the 
network his newest composi- 
tion—a _ cleffed tribute to 
NBC’s 25th anni, called “Three 
Chimes in-Silver.” 

Network plans to give it an 
elaborate spread in the fall, in 
conjunction with some anni- 
versary programs. 

Composer-conductor Harry 
Sosnik also is author of an 
NBC “Silver Jubilee” theme 
seng which will. get beaucoup 
performances as part of the 
network’s 25th anniversary 
festivities. Vet NBC shows like 
Citiés Service, Firestone, et al., 
will be “utilizing it: RCA Vic- 
tor wili disk it as a company 
ballyhoo. Dudley King, who is 
associated with Sosnik’s musi- 
cal activities, wrote the lyric. 

The maestro is set to baton 
the Robert Q. Lewis (CBS) and 
a Smith (NBC) shows next 


Bullish Billings 
For NBC-TY Cues 
Black Ink by Fall 


NBC will move a black ink tele- 
vision operation by the time the 
fall schedule is in full swing, thus 
even bettering by two or three 
months the initial Jan. 1, "52, time- 
table on achieving a break-even 
point. » 


In sharp contrast to the .bullish 
billings the video network. will reg- 
ister. for ‘51, NBC-TV last year 








‘| ‘Seven at Eleven’ Troupe 


Does Double Duty Sans 
Rehearsal as Show Sub 
NBC-TV’s “Seven At Eleven” 
company of late-night performers 
found themselves doing double 
duty last week, when several of 
the cast took over the Mohawk 
show 6n_ last-minute notice and 
did the half-hour musical without 
even a camera rehearsal. 


’ Roberta Quinlan, star of the 
Mohawk stanza, was forced out by 
illness only a few hours before 
show time. The “Seven At Eleven” 
cast was rehearsing for its own 
program when the sudden notice 
to step in came through. Cast then 
did its own show with only a half- 
hour lapse between programs. 


_@ ° 9 

Mogen David Buys ‘Charlie 
Mogen David Wine has bought 
“Charlie Wild,” to put into its pre- 
viously purchased 11 to 11:30 


Wednesday night slot on NBC-TV. 
Detective series, bankrolled last 
season on CBS-TV vy Wildroot, 








opens en NBC Sept. 26. 
} “Agency is Weiss & Geller. 





“+ The case of the networks vs. 


longhair music was seen moving 
into a climactic chapter this week, 
with ‘increasing, evidence that 
Arturo Toscanini as leader of the 
NBC Symphony Orchestra and 
CBS’ New York Philharmonic-Sym- 
phony concerts may be casualties 
when the ’51-’52 broadcasting sea+ 
son opens. 

Some members of the NBC en- 
semble say that Toscanini, now in 
Italy, won’t be back in the fall, 
although the network has already 
publicized its next season’s sched- 
ule under the maestro’s batoning. 
They say that, with the recent 
death of Toscanini’s wife, the 84- 
year-old conductor wants to remain 
in Italy. Meanwhile, it’s understood 
that some of the key men in the 
orchestra have already exited or 
are planning to leave for new jobs. 

NBC Symphony has been the net- 
work's No. 1 prestige builder. It 
has cost the web about $500,000 
a year to sustain the organization, 
including the $96,000 paid the mae- 
stro for his series of 16 concerts. 

CBS’ Philharmonic has been in- 
volved in Local 802, AFM, snarls, 
ever since the web’s decision last 
year to lop off the live broadcasts 
from Carnegie Hall, N. Y, in the 
long-established 3 to 4:30 p.m. Sun- 
day period, and use a taped p‘ay- 
back the following week in the 
1 to 2:30 p.m. segment. The union, 
it’s reported, is demanding phat 
CBS restore the broadcasts 6n a 
live basis, and it’s said that unless 
the network can maneuver the 
same playback forfhula as last sea- 
son, it may lop it off altogether, 
There’s been no decision as yet. 

The Philharmonic-CBS tieup 
goes back about 15 years. For the 
past few years the network has 
been unable to find a sponsor for 
the series. Same situation has ap- 
plied to NBC, although last season 
the web pacted the Squibb people 
to a deal, cut short by Toscanini’s 
knee ailment. 





NBC-TV Goes Dark 


11-12 P.M, 2 Nites 


NBC-TV decided to call it quits 

= Snenaast "uerae Oba ( mere = 

ednesda Seven n” s- 

play, which folded after teat 
performance. 


nesday’s (27) 


Anchor-Hock- 
ing program, and that the net- 
work was unable to invite sponsor- 
ship nibbles was the motivating 
factor in the lopoff.. 

Instead of substituting a replace- 
ment show, NBC decided to close’ 
down the cable at 11 p. m, return- 
ing the time to the affiliate sta- 
tidns for programming and tocal 
sales. Actually, “Seven at Eleven” 
pene A ng Danan 

ong for 
the Anchor-Hocking ride. , 

Producer Hal Friedman has been 
rere | in the brace of shows at 
ph gente Bact anlage ae 

even 
era aay . 


Whether or not NBC resumes 11 
to midnight telecasting will de- 


nd on the fall ° 
Poilitiee. spomsarship avail 


FTC SETS SEPT, MEET 
ON AM-TV PRACTICES 


Washington, July 3. 

Federal Trade Commission will 
hold a second session of a Trade 
Practice Conference for the radio 
and TV industry during bs latter 
part of September, the agéncy an- 
nounced yesterday (Mon.). Con- 
ference, called to formulate fair 
trade rules to protect the public 
against misrepresentation in sale 
of sets, will consider a staff draft 
of proposed rules which will be 
circulated te the industry prior to 
its meeting. 

The _ru'es will apply to television 
for the first time 
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Chicago, July 3. 
Bankrollers of .boxing telecasts 
on commercial television are indi- 
eating their willingness to go to 
the mat with the theatre TV group 
in vying for video rights to the 
upcoming Ezzard Charles-Joe Louis 

heavyweight championship fight. 
The. Pabst Sales Co., which 
grabbed off the radio-TV coverage 
of most of the major International 
Boxing Club bouts last season, is 
still definitely*in the pug picture 
and has hinted that it'll go at least 
as high as $125,000 for a two-ply 
pickup of the championship fight 


«, tentatively scheduled for late in 


September. 


Now that the fisticuff combine 
has excited the theatre interests 
by feeding film houses exclusive 
beamings of two major bouts, with 
another slated for next week, bid- 
ding for the Charles-Louis go is 
expected to hit new highs. The 
lineup will pit the theatre TV 
group against regular home teevee 
with Pabst or Gillette, another 
heavy sports bankroller, putting 
up the coin for the network bids. 

Despite the highly successful 
theatre-vision tieups on the Louis- 
Lee Savold and the Bob Murphy- 
Jaké LaMotta bouts, the would-be 
commercial sponsors are pretty 
hopeful about landing the rights 
to the September contest. They 
point out that 
nered only about $21,000 from the 
nine theatres carrying the Louis- 
Savold fight and unless the theatre 
TV spread is greatly expanded, the 
revenue 
filmery boxoffice won’t be much 
bigger for the Charles-Louis card. 
Slowness of delivery of additional 
theatre TV units is expected to 
fdrestall any sizeable expansion of 
the big-screen circuit by that date. 

Another factor likely to figure 
in the bidding for the heavyweight 
contest is that Pabst has already 


#¢ expressed its willingness to black- 


out AM-TV coverage of the fight 
in Pittsburgh if that city is the 
scene of the bout as appears prob- 
able now. Pittsburgh is Charles’ 
hometown and the IBC is giving 
thought to holding the fight there. 

Also the brewery has another 
pact with IBC for weekly fights 
this coming fall and.winter and 
the contract specifically states that 
the bankroller with be offered 
some of the top calibre contests 
for its Wednesday night CBS AM- 
TV spread. 

However, the sports video bank- 
rollers readily admit that the 
emergence of theatre TV into the 
bidding picture may eventually 
force thém out of the competition 
for top events. They see the IBC 
in a smart move feeding fights 
to the film houses this summer for 
what amounts to a token fee. Big- 
screen series of bouts will be a 
definite hypo to the installation of 
theatre tele projectors and will 
serve to hasten the day the theatre 
men can enter the sports marts 
with bigger budgets than those 
available to the network adver- 


Pegeen Fitzgerald’s 
Severe Burns From 
Over-Sunlamp ‘Tan’ 


Pegeen (Mrs. Ed) Fitzgerald, 
who suffered severe burns from 
falling asleep under a sunlamp at 
her 5th Ave. (N. Y.) apartment 
a week ago Monday night (25), 
was saved from critical results at 
Lenox Hill Hospital because of that 
institution’s recent development 
and experimentation with atomic 
bomb burns and radiation. The Mr. 
and Mrs. radio-TV chatterer in ef- 
fect -became a guinea pig ease- 
history for the new compression 





bandaging and other improvements. 


at the hospital. 
Fatigued from a series of strenu- 


ous weekend parties at the Fitz-" 


geralds’ summer home on - Hay 
Island, Conn., Mrs. Fitzgerald—a 
confirmed sundodger—tackled the 
sunlamp for two reasons. One was 
a toner-upper before going to see 
the Joe E. Brown legit musical, 
“Courtin’ Time” (at the star’s -per- 
sonal invitation), and (2), to test 
a new suntan product for which 
the ad agency made exaggerated 
claims that “you can’t burn 
through this.” On a whim she de- 
cided to experiment. 

Only the accidental kicking-out 


(Continued an page 40) 


the IBC gar- N. ¥ 


forthcoming from the} 





Garrigus to CBS . 


Boston, July 3. 
Fred Garrigus, for the past 13 
years Director of Public Affairs for 
WEEI, Hub’s CBS outlet, has 
resigned to accept a post with the 
Educational Division of TV in CBS’ 
Public Affairs Dept., in New York. 


New assignment began yester- 
day (2). 
In other recent personnel 


changes at WEEI, Emmett Heerdt 
formerly account exec with Radio 
Sales, N. Y., has replaced Guy Cun- 
ningham as sales manager, the lat- 
ter joining Radio Sales in New 
York, and John J. Murray, for- 
merly assistant to general manager, 
has been upped to director of 
operations for the station. 


Boggs Shifts In 
Don Lee Revamp 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Willet Brown, Don Lee prexy, 
has moved up Ward Ingram as ¢ x- 
ecutive veepee. His former post 
of sales chief goes to Norman 
Boggs, executive v.p. of WMCA, 
. ¥. Brown also announced elec- 
tion of William Pabst, manager of 
KFRC, Lee-owned station in Frisco, 
to the hoard of Thomas Lee Enter- 
prises. 

Shift was made by Brown be- 
cause of increased responsibilities 
due to expanded operations of the 
regional and recent acquisition of 
KFI-TV, putting the Lee skein back 
in television after pioneering the 
country’s first station. 


Fleisch] Vice Boggs at WMCA 

With Norman Boggs leaving 
WMCA, N. Y., to become v.p. in 
charge of sales for Don Lee net- 
work, Mort Fleischl, local sales 
chief of the indie,.has bee: named 
acting executive veepee by prexy 
Nathan Straus. 

Boggs came to WMCA early in 
1949 as sales v.p., in a reorganiza- 
tion of the indie blueprinted by 
Ralph Atlass, midwest station op- 
erator. In November of ’49 he was 
upped to the exec v.p. post. a 

Since Boggs was president-elect 
of the N. Y. Radio Executives Club, 
his going to the Coast will leave 
the REC without a prexy. Club’s 
officers will meet shortly to deter- 
mine procedure, with the possibil- 
ity that veepee-elect C. H. Cot- 
tington, v.p. of Erwin-Wasey, sta- 
tion rep outfit, may take over the 
group’s presidential reins. 


CROSBY ‘CRY OF CITY’ 
ROLLS SANS SPONSOR 


Bing Crosby Enterprises is start- 
ing production on a vidpiec series, 
“Cry of the City,” sans a sponsor. 
United Television Programs, its 











distributing organization, will line}: 


up regional and local bankrollers. . 

“Cry” was near the inking stage 
for Grove Laboratories to back it 
on 11 ABC-TV outlets, but the deal 


fell through at the last minute. 
Basil Grillo, BCE production head, 
will start to lens the series July 17 
at RKO-Pathe studios in Culver 
City. It will be written; 

and directed by Bern Girard, 
who did the pilot film. Films have 
been budgeted at $16,000 apiece. 
Harve Foster will be production 
manager. 

New program will be Crosby’s 
first vidpic job since “Fireside The- 
atre” for Procter & Gamble. UTP 
prexy Gerald King decided to get 
the pix into the can for fall-pro- 
gramming rather than wait any 
longer for a national bankroller. 





Franken Joins Lewis 
Lester Lewis, indie radio ‘and 


television packer, is expanding his 


orgahization. Jerry tranken, for- 
mer VARIETY mugg and N. Y. Times 
and PM staffer, is leaving his post 
as radio editor of Billboard after 
10 years to join the outfit as a sales 
exec, 

Lewis is shifting operations from 
his downtown headquarters to an 
office in the midtown area on Mon- 
day (9). 


merger 
Theatres, is slated to lose another 
key man. Carl Sutphin, who scored 
with some of the major AM and 
TV sales racked up by the Chi ABC 
operation last year, leaves the net- 
work next week to join the Chi 
BBD&O office. 


Transfer Bid To 
Richards Widow 
To Tip FCC Stand 


* Washington, July 3.“ 
Applications for the transfer of 
the G. A. Richards stations (KMPC 
in Los Angeles, WJR in Detroit 
and WGAR in Cleveland) to the 
late broadcaster’s widow, Mrs. 
Francis S. Richards, executrix of 
his estate, were filed last week 
with the FCC. 

Action on these applications will 

determine whether the Commis- 
sion dismiss the news-slanting case 
and renews the licenses of.the sta- 
tions or requires the hearing ex- 
aminer, James D. Cunningham, ‘o 
issue a decision based on the testi- 
rmény in the case. Cunningham re- 
cently filed an initial decision or- 
dering the proceedings dismissed 
in view of Richards’ death but FCC 
general counsel Benedict P. Cot- 
tone has challenged Cunningham’s 
authority to drop the case and has 
asked the Commission to set aside 
his ruling. 
- Hugh Fulton, counsel for Rich- 
ards, petitioned the Commission’ 
only last Tuesday (26) to restore 
the licenses to regular status to 
make possible “orderly administra- 
tion of the estate.” He said “it is 
necessary and just” that this be 
done to give the beneficiaries un- 
der Richards’ will a free hand. 

Fulton advised the agency that 
under the terms of the will, Mrs. 
Richards is authorized to dispose 
of any of the property and _ busi- 
ness left by Richards. Fulton said 
the period of the administration 
of the estate may be as long as 
three years and that it would be 
“an injustice and hardship” to con- 
tinue the licenses under temporary 
status. 

Cottone has contended that Rich- 
ards’ death does not free Cunning- 
ham from. procedural require- 
ments to issue “findings and con- 
clusions” on whether Richards was 
qualified to be a licensee. In tak- 
ing issue with Cunningham’s po- 
sition. that the case is “moot” be- 
cause of Richards’ death, Cottone 
pointed to_ given during 
the hearings by John Patt, prexy 
of the stations; that no changes 
in policy were anticipated in the 


Dudley, CBS Sign Deal 
For Tint Fashion Series 
Dudley =e Aod , 


inked a deal with CBS for a series 
of 13 five-minute fashion vidpix in 








color. Don McNamara, firm’s 
exec veepee, from N. Y. 
after setting the to work out 


tieup with California apparel crea- 
tors. 


.Prexy Carl Dudley meanwhile 
returned from Texas where he shot 
a telepix of an armored divi- 


prepping fer a European 
trek. Film is part of American 
Assn. of Railroads series, each of 
which is at between $12,- 


budgeted 
000 and $15,000. Firm also is using 
DuPont color for’ its “This World 
Is Ours” series. 


Allen to Get Nod As 

FCC’s Chief Engineer 
.Washington, July 3. 

Edward W. Allen, Jr., chief -of 
the Technical Research Division of 
the FCC, will become the agency’s 
new Chief Engineer when he re- 
turns later. this month from 
Europe,. where he is attending an 
international conference on tech- 
nical radio and TV problems. Allen 
will succeed Curtis B. Plummer, 
who was recently named chief of 

the new Broadcast Bureau. 
Allen, 48, played an active part 
in the FCC color television pro- 
ceedings. He has been with the 








Commission since 1935. 
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WFAA’s 29th Anni 
: Dallas, July 3. 
WFAA observed its 29th anni- 
versary last Tuesday (29) as the 
oldest clear channel. radio station 
in the southwest. Event was high- 
lighted by several special pro- 
grams, the playing of “The Anni- 
versary Waltz” and special an- 
nouncements throughout the day. 
Programs during the anniver- 
sary celebration highlighted some 
of the events of last year including 
“Mrs. Tucker’s Smiles” program 
passing the 3,000 broadcast mark, 
“Mirandy” celebrating its 2,500th 
program and the character of 
Willie Botts played by Ben Mc- 
Clesky turning 20 years old. 


46G to Ewing In 
NO. Station Snar! 


New Orleans, July 3. 

Presley J. Ewing, former general 
manager of WJBW here, , Friday 
(29) was awarded judgment for 
$46,759.68 against Charles C. Carl- 
son, by the Louisiana Supreme 
Court. The award was on the basis 
of a contract between Ewing and 
Carlson, then owner of the station. 

The high court affirmed and 
amended a decree by Civil Judge 
Walter B. Hamlin where Ewing was 
awarded judgment in the sum of 
$23,079.68. The judgment grew out 
of a suit for breach of an em- 
ployment contract. 

Under date of Dec. 15, 1943, the 
opinion by Associate Justice Har- 
old A. Moise said, the two entered 
into a contract by the terms of 
which Carlson, as owner of the sta- 
tion, engaged Ewing as general 
manager for a period of.five years, 
with monthly compensation at the 
rate of one-third of the net receipts 
of the station. 

After repeated conflicts and con- 
tinuing friction, the opinion point- 
ed out, “the relationship between 
Ewing and Carlson degenerated to 
the breaking point and Ewing noti- 
fied Carlson that he would be com- 
pelled to leave the station unless 
the latter’s interference in Ewing’s 
managerial activities ceased.” 

Failing to receive a satisfactory 
answer to his written demand for 
cooperation, Ewing left the station 
and Carlton instituted proceedings 
to have the contract annulled. Two 
years and seven months of the con- 
tract remained when Ewing left 
the station, records showed. 








place of worship of George Wash- 
_ . other American - 
WCAU broadcast a discussion 
panel (Sun., 1:30 p.m.) with Sen. 
James H. Duff (Rep., Pa.); former 
Sen. Francis J. Myers and General 


three neg a teleeast 
a Franklin Fie Youth Rally fea- 
turing events, fil and TV 
stars, Mon., 2 to 5 p.m.; and the 
Freedom Parade, Tues., 4 to 5 p.m. 
A reenacting of the signing of the 


televised Tues., 8-8:30 p.m., by all 
three stations. 


Ken-L Agency Switch 


Chicago, July 3. - 

Quaker Oats shifts its Ken-L- 
Products advertising from Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan to Needham, Louis & 
Brorby, effective Sept. 1. The 
Quaker division bankrolls NBC- 
TV's afternoon “Zoo Pa- 





the past 11 years. 


ers, and children themsel 


+ (Sicth in a seriés compari 
rating _ 


of two 
tele GPcvcine iy son AR di. 
rectly opposite each .other and 50 
competing directly for the same ay. 
dience. Data is compiled by Video. 
dex, indie rating service. This week 
compares NBC's “Garroway at 
Large” and CBS’ “Celebrity Time.” 
Next will deal with Gillette’s fights 
(NBC) and DuMont’s “Cavalcade 
of Stars.) 





Congoleum - Nairn apparently 
had a good buy in NBC-TV’s 
“Garroway at Large”. show this 
season, as compared with “Celeb. 
rity Time,” sponsored ‘directly op. 
= on the CBS video web by 

rich. According to. statistics 
compiled by Videodex, the Garro. 
way show, playing in 57 markets, 
had a cost-per-thousand viewers of 
$1.56 (exclusive of time charges), 
while it cost Goodrich $1.67 to 
reach 1,000 viewers with “Celeb. 


rity.” 
(Congoleum has checked out 
of the Garroway series _re- 


portedly because NBC has upped 
the talent and production package 
cost to $18,500 for next season. 
Show has since been picked up by 
Armour Meat, which plans to air 
it for the 1951-52 season in the 
Wednesday night at 10:30 period. 
New Red Skelton show, to be spon- 
sored by Procter & Gamble, moves 
into the Garroway time on NBC 
Sunday nights at 10 next fall.) 

Videodex shows that the Garro- 
way program, feaching 6,434,400 
viewers, had an average netwosk 
rating- of 20.2, as compared to the 
18.6° gained by “Celebrity Time” 
with 5,104,400 viewers, Fact that 
the latter program carried a tal- 
ent and production nut of only $8, 
500, however, as against the $10. 
000 for Garroway this season, 
brings its cost-per-thousand total 
down to a comparable range. Both 
programs play to an. average 2.8 
viewers per set. 

Since both bankrollers were pitch- 
ing directly to adults with com- 
mercials for their products, Video- 
dex reveals that the two programs 
both achieved that purpose. Thus, 
the Garroway audience was com- 
posed of 43% men and 46% 
women (rest are teenagers- and 
children under 12), while “Celeb- 
rity” played to 39% men and 50% 

(Continued on page 40) 


Soviet Radio, TV: Accent 
Moppet-Slanted Shows 
_ To Champ Commie Cause 


- Washington, July 3. 
Children’s form an im- 
gig cobs gil radio fare even 
Soviet Russia, according to 
ne ne ar 
propaganda mag issued by the 


Article declares in part: “It 
would be difficult to enumerate all 
the Moscow programs regularly 
broadcast for young . The 
men who head the great construc- 
tion works of Communism now in 
progress in the USSR come to the 
microphone to to audiences 
mafe up of ions of children. 
Members of the Academy of Sci- 
sa eesti eo 
of the great ead a Ivan 
Pavlov and Ivan 

“Famous. Soviet actors and sing- 


of Young 





Pioneer Grou contribute to 
the . agne sR ~ Radio 


tre, Bolshoi Opera House, and 
“—— anare ‘take a 
Sad thoes oe geal wie 


favorite actors and actresses, writ- 
ers and athletés,” 

Comment about the TV programs 
adds a drop mofe information to 








Wednesday, July 4, 1951 
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The War That Was Stopped by Radio’ 


The Korean fighting may go down in the books as “the war that 
It was on a UN Radio shew that Soviet 
United Nations delegate Jacob Malik first made the peace over- 
ture, and it was by radio that the U. S. field commander, General 
Ridgway, made. the offer for a cease-fire meeting on a hospital 
In turn, the Communists’ reply was also learned through a 


was stopped by radio.” 


ship. 
broadcast. 


Situation is precedent-setting, in that the usual manner of call- 
ing off a war is by sending a truce-party through the lines with a 
white flag or by using neutral diplomatic channels. 
however, each side took it for granted that the other would be 


monitoring its radio broadcasts. 


Malik’s speech on June 23 was part of a UN Radio series. “The 
Price of Peace,” which -is heard in the U. S. via. CBS, in Canada 
via the CBC and in most other English-speaking countries. Show, 
originally called “Memo From Lake Success,” recently was retitled 
For the past 14 weeks it has been beaming 
major policy statements by the delegates, India’s Rau, Philippines’ 
Romulo, America’s Austin, Britain's Jebb, etc. Malik was 13th in 


“On the Record.” 


the series. 


Malik first made his recording for the UN airer in English and 
then made another tape in Russian. As with the other speakers, 
portions of the speech were filmed for TV and newsreel use. 


a> 
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In this case, 




















Lots of FM Sets in Cities Without 


Stations; Vice Versa in FM Towns 








Washington, July 3. 

Broadcasters came.away amazed 
but encouraged after a meeting 
here last week with a committee 
of manufacturers on the: question 
of supply of FM sets, What amazed 
the broadcasters was an inventory 
survey offered by the manufac- 
turers to show there are plenty of 
sets (188,000) available. But it 
also showed that in 15 markets 
with no FM stations: there is a 
considerable supply of FM sets in 
the hands of distributors. 

The survey was presented by the 
Radio-Television Manufacturers 
Assn. at a meeting of its FM policy 
committee with the NARTB and 
the recently-formed FM “Action” 
Committee. The broadcasters were 
led by NARTB prexy Harold E. 
Fellows, Chairman Ben Strouse of 
the NARTB FM Committee, and 
Chairman Morris S. Novik of the 
“action” committee. The manufac- 
turers were led by RTMA prexy 
Glen McDaniel, RTMA board chair- 
man Robert C. Sprague, and Chair- 
man John W. Craig of the RTMA 
FM Policy Committee. 

One broadcaster who attended 
the meeting expressed surprise 
that. more than 600 FM. sets were 
shown. in distributors’ stocks in 
Honolulu, although there are no 
FM stations in the whole of Hawaii. 
He noted that nearly 1,700 FM sets 
were shown: in Spokane, Wash., 
which serves an area with no FM 
stations. Several hundred sets 
were also shown in Butte, Mont., 


although there are no’ FM outlets 


in the state, 

In Indianapolis, he pointed out, 
the RTMA survey showed 2,800 FM 
sets, although there are no FM sta- 
tions in the metropolitan area. 


(Continued on page 39) . 


Transit Radio To. 
Fight Bad Press 


Cincinnati, July 3. 
Directors of Transit Radio, Inc., 
in session here last week, planned 


to pursue “every possible e 
to obtain affirmative legal sanc- 





news and music programs to 
Streetcars and buses. Board’s ac- 
tion was previously .announced 
after an adverse decision by the 
ys of Appeals in Washington, 


Hulbert Taft Jr., board chairman, 
announced that steps are being 
taken to counteract “publicity 
Which failed to jive the whole 
truth of Transit Radio and created 
false impressions through half- 
truths and omissions.” 

Sitting in with him were R. C. 
Crisler, president; William M. 
O'Neil, head of WsW, Inc., Cleve- 


land; Ben Strouse, president, Wash-j board. 


ington Transit Ratio and general 
manager of WWDC, Washington, 
and C. L. ‘Thomas, general m?n- 
ager of KXOX, St. Louis. 


— 


| delphia and major CBS stockhold- 





Trouble in Spades 
Minneapolis, July 3. 

Fred Erdman, a farmer, got 
confused and plowed up 15,- 
000 feét of underground wir- 
ing of the new Sparta, Wis., 
radio station, WKLJ. 

As a result, an elaborate 
civic program to launch the 
new station had to be called 
off and rescheduled. 

The station acquired the 
property involved from Erd- 
man and it was all a mistake 
that he plowed it up. The re- 
wiring started immediately. 


‘Navy Network's 
1800 Stations To 
Hypo Enlistments 


Hollywood, July 3. 

U. S. Navy is building what is 
probably the est network in 
history—a hand-picked web of 1,- 
800 stations which will beam the 
Navy’s “Adventure Is Your Herit- 
age” series. to hypo recruiting. 
Attempt is being made to reach 
rural as well as urban communi- 
ties, virtually blanketing the na- 
tion with the recorded series star- 
ring top showbiz names. 

First 26 programs in the series 
have been completed at Universal 
Recorders under the supervision 
of the Navy’s radio-teevee director 
William Bailey. Stars ‘provided 
Irving Lande of the Hollyw 
Coordinating Committee worked 
gratis but AFRANS were paid 
scale. . 

Entire series was directed by 
Frank Danzig from scripts by Rob- 
ert Libott and Frank Burt. Stars 
on the various programs included 
ee ee Ann Blyth, Jeff 

.» John Lund, Dean J 
ger, ee 1 Ryan, Brod Crawford, 
« 


BLOCK OF CBS STOCK 


Isaac D. Levy, who with his 
brother, Dr. Leon Levy, were for- 
mer owners of WCAU in Phila- 








ers, last week disposed of his re- 
maining block of 18,000 Columbia 
shares, _ 

Altogether Levy held 73,000 
shares, of which 60,000 were in his 
own name and 13,000 in trust for 
his children. -A few weeks ago he 





-Great Lakes area, 











Alt POIN IN REUSE [Madden's ‘Leftover’ Data From TV 
Hofstra Study Champs AM's Cause 


OF FILMED SHOWS 


By BERT BRILLER 


Television has entered the “re- 
issue phase”.of its development, 
with the reuse of previously 
screened properties bringing in a 


-| healthy amount of coin. 


The bonanza is accruing to most 
fields of video programming—from 
reshowing of dramatic stanza kine- 
scopes (as on Kellogg’s “Tom Cor- 
bett, Space Cadet”) to repeating 
fight kines (as on Pabst’s “Blue 
Ribbon Classics”), from reenact- 
ment of live dramatic vehicles (as 
on “Westinghouse Summer Thea- 
tre’) to second and third runs of 
vidpix (Crosby Enterprises “Fire- 
side Theatre’), 

Case in point is “Candid Cam- 
era,” one bankrolled for 65 weeks 
‘by Philip Morris on CBS-TV, which 


Allen A..Funt is now syndicating | 


regionally. Sponsored in a little 
more than 20 markets by local ad- 
vertisers, the rerun is now earning 
Funt about what he made for the 
original cycle on the network 
“Camera” backers include Pfeiffer 
Beer, which has 12 cities in the 
Crown Drug, 
which has the Pittsburgh territory, 
and six other advertisers with one 
or more outlets. 


In areas where the original 
“Camera” hadn’t been screened, 
programs are made up of all-film 
versions of the first web shows. In 
markets where the program had 
played, new cycle consists of a com- 
bination of the better old material 
plus newly-filmed sequences.. Show 
ean be hand-tailored for each 
client, avoiding an “out-of-the-can” 
quality. For some bankrollers can- 
did commercials are being sup- 
plied. Other package owners may 
seek to tap this source of income 
by getting dough for reissues of 
their properties. 

Feeling among some agency ex- 
ecs is that TV can now afford to 
bring back previously telecast ma- 
ftrial. They cite the great growth 
in audience, with millions of new 
viewers to whom old shows are 
fresh. That’s indicated also by 
the climbing fees for old film fea- 
tures.._It’s also pointed out that 
merely switching the time segment 
or network can get a new group of 
viewers for a show. ‘ 

Some items get set-owner re- 
quests for a reprise, such as the 
repeatedly shown “Mr. Mergenth- 
werker’s “Lobblies.” An added 
advantage in doing an old property 
is that the show is a known quap- 
tity—“Screwball,” done last week 
on “Westinghouse Summer Thea- 
tre,” had been presented several 


(Continued on page 42) 


CBS COLOR SET FOR 
COAST PREM OCT. 15 


Holl , July 3. 
CBS will start televising in 
color commercially here by Oct. 
15. This is nearest estimate by 
network execs both here and in 





N. Y. Equipment is on order and 
should be and operating 
by that date. 


“Slave” sets, which attach to the 

nig A ence we wid 
or their power, will be 
here by Sept. 1, as will adapters 
and converters. Auxiliary set will 
cost around $200, with adapters 
{to receive color in black-and- 
white) priced at around $40, 
and converters (to receive 
color) costing around $75. Under- 
stood these are rolling off assem- 
bly lines in the east, with the Coast 
market to get its share of the 
output to give CBS. color national 
scope. 


ABC’s Capsule Sale 


North American Van Lines has 
bought a five-minute show, “Jay 
Stewart’s Fan Mail,” on ABC's 
full radio network. It starts Fri- 
day (6) in the 4-4:05 p.m. slot, and 
will be heard locally on WJZ, N. Y. 
at 4:30 p.m. 

Contract for 13 weeks was placed 
via Joseph Castor agency. 











Afraid of ‘Love?’ 


Switch in sponsors on the 
CBS Thursday night audience- 
pulling “FBI In Peace and 
War” radio program, with 
Wildroot taking over the seg- 
ment cancelled by Procter & 
Gamble, has brought to light 
one of those “how-f -you- 
go?” squawks attending the 
show. 

Shortly before P & G 
checked out, CBS received an 
indignant beef from a listener 
wanting to know what Soviet- 
inspired music was doing on, 
of all things, an FB! program. 

Checkup revealed that pro- 
gram uses as its them. Serge 
Prokofieff’s “Love of Three 
Oranges,” which is orchestrat- 
ed to give it some menacing 
overtones in keeping with the 
show’s format. 

P & G says that’s not the rea- 
son it cancelied. 


Packagers Gripe 
In Webs ‘Freeze 
Of Kine Facilities 


Independent packagers in video 
are complaining that the networks 
aren’t willing to rent them facili- 
ties to kinescope their programs. 


Packagers feel- the result of this 
policy is to shut off development 
of new show ideas and to keep cre- 
ative activity. under web control. , 
For their part, the nets explain 
that they are too strapped by short- 
ages of facilities: and technicians 
to rent them to outside persons. 
It’s only in a few rare cases where 
a network is so sold on a show, 
and has optioned it, that the chain 
is willing to make a test kine—and 
inf these instances the web will pick 
up the tab for the audition itself. 
In some other cases where a client 
has virtually signed for the airer, 
the agency can get a network to 
make a kine on ‘an outside package. 
The indie producers. are a 
griping because showcase pro- 
grams, with a different series given 
a one-shot tryout each week, have 
disap from. the schedules. 
This of series gave the pack- 
agers a chance to get a kine record- 
ing to. peddle after their stanza 
was beamed. 
- Network that works most closely 





with the indie packagers, the latter 
say, is ABC-TV, followed by Du- 
Mont. NBC-TV is less open for 


outside ideas, while CBS-TV seems 
to be most interested in its own 
house packages, it’s reported. 
Some ers are willing to 
invest their own coin’ to obtain a 
kine on an airer they control. 


(Continued on page 42) 


QUAKER OATS, KELLOGG 





EXPAND. MUTUAL COIN interoreted 


-Couple of Mutual bankrollers are 
their 


afternoon is 
adding Tuesday and Thursday edi- 
tions at 5-5:30, with the network 
thus benefiting by an extra half- 
hour weekly. 

“Wild Bill Hickok,” which Kel- 
logg’s had planned to expand at 
the start of next year, goes from 
a small coast-to-coast net to the 
full web on July 29. Show, aired 
Sundays at 7-7:25 p.m., is handled 
via Leo Burnett agerfty. 

On Monday (2) Blatz beer started 
sponsorship of “Mutual Newsreel,” 
cross-the-board at 7:45 p.m.. Agency 
is Weintraub, which earlier this 
year set a heavy schedule of news- 
oo for another client, B. T. Bab- 


+ “Radio is still a surging, vital 


force—even in TV homes” is the 
ammunition provided to the AM 
industry by Ed Madden, NBC-TV 
veepee. It’s a switch for a video 
exec to tout the radio medium, 
but Madden, analyzing the results 
of the Hofstra College study, 


dio is still hearty and is “a better 
advertising buy than magazines 
and/or newspapers.” 


Madden points out that because 
of the Hofstra study’s wealth of 
info’ on-TV’s' impact, some of its 
significant radio data has been 
overlooked. He stresses that the be- 
lief that when TV moves into. a 
home it chokes off AM listening is 
untrue, 

In TV homes video was viewed 
135 minutes per day. Radio, how- 
ever, got 61 minutes a day, beating 
newspapers with 47 minutes, and 
magazines with 11 minutes. Thus, 
in TV homes, radio does better 
than newspapers and mags com- 
bined. 

The figures, recorded at a time 
when TV had a total of 51% of 
homes in the New York market, 
when projected to all homes (both 

and non-TV) show radio lead- 
ing all media with 90 minutes per 
day; TV with 73 minutes; news- 
papers with 49 minutes and maga- 
zines with 13 minutes. Projected 
to the 4,000,000 family heads in 
the New York area, radio gets a 
total of 6,000,000 man-hours of lis- 
tening daily. 

In other terms, the average 
adult. spends 23% more time lis- 


tening than viewing, 84% morg, , 


time listening than reading the 
newspapers and does as much lis- 
tening in one day as magazine read- 
ing over the course of an entire 
week. 

The average housewife (counting 
both TV and non-TV homes) in 
the N. Y. area sperds an even 
greater amount of time listening. 
She devotes 106 minutes daily to 
radio, compared with 77 minutes 
for TV, 40 minutes for newspapers 
and 13 minutes for. mags. 

Even the TV housewife is still 
very much a member of the AM 
audience. She averages 78 minutes 
of listening a day, compared with 
37 minutes for newspapers and 11 
minutes on magazines. 

Madden pointg up that the data 
is for N. Y.,, with its big tele pene- 
tration and where newspaper and 
mag circulation i. n- 
ately high. It adds up, NBC exec 
says, to proof that radio and tele 
are the “ideal mediz combination 
for the national advertiser.” 


CBS’ ‘1 Big F amily 
| Bid to Employees 


CBS, whose white-collarites two 
months ago turned down a unioni- 
zation bid from the Newspaper 
Guild of New York by a small 
margin, is forming an employee- 
management committee. Move is 
by some office workers 

forestall 





as designed to 

unton organization among staffers 
at the chain’s Gotham- - 
quarters. 


Memo sent to office personnel 
last week by veepee Lawrence W. 
Lowman said a plan has been de- 
vised to “discuss ways in which 
CBS can be made an even bétter 
plage to work, bluntly face up to 
grievances and problems and see 
what can be done about them.” 
Plan envisages a committee of 11 = 
emnloyees, elected by-~ all the 
workers in the “labor grade struc- 
ture” (that is, those whose. jobs 
are classified) to meet regularly 
with management reps. 

Composition of the committee 
will consist of one delegate apiece 
from service-maintenance, typing 
and machine operators, profes- 
sional, supervisory, arid adminis- 
trative workers at 485 and 501 
Madison Ave., and two apiece 





(Continued on page 43) 





comes up with data that shows ra--* 
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“agirer. This resulted in a somewhat 





Producer: William 

Director: Charles 

Writer: Wade Arneid 

30 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining ’ 

NBC-TY, from New York 
“American Inventory” is billed 

as an experiment in adult educa- 


tion, undertaken jointly by NBC- 

TV and the Alfred P. Sloan Foun- 

dation, to survey economic and so- 

cial problems in the U. S, today 

= outline solutions where poSsi- 
e. 


Initialer on Sunday (1) didn’t 
et into. the sphere of problems, 
owever, and instead was an 
“American Testament,” statements: 
of faith by several citizens, suit- 
able for a pre-Independence Day 


talky entry that was on the formal 
side. Singer Gladys Swarthout 
served as femcee, introing the 
various guests and winding up 
with a so-so tune written by pro- 
ducer William Hodapp, “Come On 
and Sing, America.” 


First guest was Charles Ketter- 
ing. research v.p. for General 
Motors, who spoke of the U. S. A.’s 
disproportionately large amount of 
telephones, autos, radios, etc., com- 

ared to other countries, explain- 
ng that America’s plenty was due 
to freedom of invention, freedom 
of competition and mass produc- 
tion. Mrs. Gertrude Grover, 
Ithaca, N. Y., broadcaster, de- 
scribed a cross-country trek in 
which she discovered the meaning 
of America for her. -In one of the 
best segments. the Brooklyn Dodg- 
ers’ Jackie Robinson told of his 
experiences as the first Negro ball- 
player in the majors and said that 
more opportunities are opening up 
for every American. Judge Sam- 
uel Leibowitz compared American 
courts with a Communist court 
where the tribunal consisted of 
three workers. Show also under- 


lived the anti-Communist theme. 


with clips of Stalin, the Red Army 
and Robert Vogeler after his re- 
lease. 

Film clins were used to a con- 
siderable degree. These, however, 
weren't edited too well and the 
fact that the music wasn’t paced to 
the shots impaired their impact. 

Show got across some of the 
patriotic mood it strove for, but 
was a hit too ponderous to be fully 
successful. Bril. 





LUCIA FERA 
Producer-director: Ivor McLaren 
19 Mins.;: Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:20 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WENR-TV, Chicago 

Viewers peering at Channel 7 
for the preem (27) of Lucia Fera’s 
show must have felt something 
like. peeping Toms. Hush-hush 
venture marks the regular video 
debut of Miss Fera, who operates 
in the stripper circuit as 
Orlando (Mrs. Harold Minsky). Al- 
ous? Miss Fera didn’t, or course, 
go into any routines on 
the TV show, rage at thing had 
obvious boudoir overtones~ that 
spelled sex. In essentials, it’s a 
video version of radio’s “Lonesome 
Gal,” with the implications of a 
“private rendezvous” with milady 
getting even a thicker treatment 
on the visual medium. ‘ 

Show takes viewers into what is 
supposed to be Miss Fera’s apart- 
ment, where the blonde looker 

ys hostess in a highly intimate 
ashion to the males in the audi- 
ence. arries on a one-w 
conversation with a male “guest, 


lonely- 

males - in - the - world patter with 
just the right touch of 
ness. Show was effectively pro- 
— with some neat camera ac- 
on. 


But its purpose, at least from the}: 


first segment, remains a mystery. 
It obviously has no appeal for the 
distaff audience and seems too 
cloying for all but most naive 
male. And it certainly can’t be 
referred to by the television in- 
dustry as an answer to the charges 
of questionable taste. Dave. 





WABD’s Wrestling Sponsor 
Boyle-Midway, Inec., has started 
bankrolling the Monday night 
Columbia Park pro wrestling 
matches over WABD, N. Y., with 
Dennis James, 
Product is Autobrite car polish. 








Color TV Review 











-| THE WORLD IS YOURS 
Ivan 


Director: Frances Buss 
30 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 4:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 

WCBS-TV, New York 

One of the first two regularly 
scheduled colorcasts. “The World 
Is Yours” proved a disappointment 


on the edition caught Thursday 
(28). Show dealt with pottery and 
had as guests Dr. Junius Bird, of 
the anthropological department of 
the American Museum of Natural 
History, and James Crumrine, in- 
structor at the Greenwich House 
Pottery. 

Sanderson took as his starting 
point a small vase he had found on 
the Mediterranean island of Mile- 
tus, gab about the nature of 
early artifacts with Patty Painter 
and. related the pottery specimen 
to an -anthropological timechart. 
Sanderson spieled glibly and know- 
ingly with the experts,- but the 
basie material lac broad appeal. 


Of course, the general public 
isn’t viewing ‘this tint series, so 
that its lack of entertainment val- 
ues won’t hurt its rating. But it 
would seem that if CBS is to drum 
up interest in chromatic video, it 
should beam something which 
black-and-white setowners wouldn’t 
want to miss. 


Undoubtedly the airer will pro- 
vide scope for the web’s personnel 
to get their feet wet in this new 
medium and serve as a relatively 
inexpensive showcase of tint-tee- 
vee. On the latter score, some of 
the program’s ingredients (such as 
the timechart) exhibited color’s 
ability to present graphic material 
in a manner more vivid and under- 
standable than monochrome. Tech- 
nically, the stanza was handled 
well and produced smoothly, and 
the hues seemed faithfully re- 
proseces. including the delicate 
esh tones. But CBS should offer 
fare that would be worth watching 
even without the novelty of color, 
and that would more pointedly dis- 
lay color’s power to do what 
lack-and-white can’t oon. 
ril. 





SPORTS-SOFTBALL 


90 Mins.; Sat., 7 _ 
NAT BURING CO. 
WMCT, Memphis 

Stymied in its | efforts to put 
the: convincer on local baseball 
execs to televise a portion of their 
home sked, WMCT turned its at- 
tention to focusing cameras. on 
Memphis semi-pro softball Fn 
here every Saturday a ports 
package was enginee by the sta- 
tion, with sponsor (Nat B Co.) 
to carry 15 games during ce 
of the local softball campaign. 

George gears 0 w.k. Memphis 
spoctentetor ma his local TV 
bow here Saturday (23) by han- 
dling the a ag account in 
fine style. Although Mooney, who 
seresahurs had blurbed AM es, 





scripting. Milton Katims will con- 
duct a 25-pie orch, with Allan 
Shulman composing the back- 
ground music. 

First show, based on Benjamin 
Franklin, will have an unusual 
twist. Shulman (whose regular 
chores include be cellist with 
the NBC Symphony a) has 
unearthed a string quartet that 
Franklin composed. He’ll use this 
music, weaving it into program. 
Future airers will center around 
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, 


ah Video” for Gener 


_ | the show 


* 
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scope) 

(J. Walter Thompson) 
Mike Stokey’s “Pantomime Quiz” 
is another of those video charade 
games. However, with four regu- 
lars and ‘four guests selected from 
among -Hollywood thespers it has 
the lure of some film names. Ad- 
ditionally, the quotations the play- 
ers have to act out were fairly 
cute on the preem Monday (2) and 
the performers were adept at com- 
municating without words. There 
was also some amusing banter 
among the various participants. 
Formatwise, “Pantomime” ad- 
heres to the norm—with a mystery 
voice and printed card letting the 
home viewer in on the quote 
enacted. Also standard was elim- 
inating the Sse voice for one 
segment so the setowners could 
play along without the answer. 
Stokey keeps things rolling 
smoothly, giving each of the panel- 
ites—Jackie Coogan, Adele Jer- 
gens, Hans Conreid and F 
Clark, for the regulars, and Bev- 
erly Tyler, George O’Brien, George 
Macready and Virginia Field, for 
the oe for their upcom- 
ing pix. ; 
Kinescope was somewhat chop- 
pily edited, which destroyed the 
sense of being present. Commer- 
cially, linkup with Hollywood stars 
continues the Lux copy theme, and 
one plug had Stokey quiz Miss 
Jergens on the soap. Bril. 





CHILDREN’S THEATRE 
With Frank O’Leary, Johnny Lane 
Producer: Bill Robb 
Director: Bill Micheals 
90 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri. 5 p.m. 
CST 
Participating 
KEYL, San Antonio 
KEYL has neatly woven together 
a series of children’s programs into 
a package that is highly entertain- 
ing for the small fry as well as 
their parents. The first half hour 
takes place in the studio and 


and Frank O'Leary. Thereafter, 
Lane is seen with his guitar and 
his studio guests, singing a few 
songs and making the introduc- 
tions to the following program. 
Lane has a pleasing personality 
and a way with the kids, who con- 
tinue to sit through his entire 90 
minutes. He has them on his kn 
and around his shoulders as we 
as all grouped around him. They 
even join in with him in some of 
his songs. There is also a birth- 
day salute to the small fry in the 
audience, with their pictures 
thrown on the screen for everyone 


to see, 

O'Leary, known S “Uncle 
Frank” on the series, Was formerly 
with Walt Disney and tells a 
children’s story, some of them his 
own, and at the same time illus- 
trates them on a drawing board. 
This last segues into a film cartoon. 
Lane is also heard in songs woven 
into the story. It’s all solid show- 


manship. . 

Throughout the remainder of 
the period, KEYL shows “Captain 
al Foods, and 
“Time For Beany,” by film. Andy. 


PARS, BIRDIES AND EAGLES 
With Hines, Johnnie 

- volta, Bruce Roberts ‘ 
Preducer: 





a Pewowar 
Deer, eens 

3 3:30 p.m, 
— ( ) 
Tailor-made for the me oraree- 
ownin ‘ bankrollers, iw 
looks Tike to pay off stout divi- 
dends. , feat - golf 
Revi tbatapetnd's got dos 
and is vested with well-rou 


-rounded 
production .values which ‘should 
— considerable ‘_ y for the 

ip and swing set. Not the least 
important element is Bruce Rob- 
erts’ smooth which keeps 
ether. 

Since, at least on. frame watched 
(19), the two pros work most of 
the segment, it’s fortunate they're 
nearly as handy with the chatter 
as they are with the putter. With 
Roberts feeding them questions 
sent in by viewers, duo take turns 
demonstrating proper stance, swing 
and other mechanics, plus the 
proper Me po vera Idea came off 
nicely videowise. 

Somewhat less adept were the 
contributions by the show's two 
sponsors. They ran through an 
——- of various golfing rules, 

which came off 
okay but ey 


means 
pitching the attractions of their 








Agency is W. Earl Bothwell. 


ete, 











features folk singer Johnny Lane|S 


down in. 


Foreign TV Reriew | 
L'AVANT PREMIERE 


(The Pre-Premier) 
With Patricia Neway, Rosella High- 
Philipe, 


tower, Jean Ri- 
gaux, Ulmer, guests 
Director: Knapp 
Writer-producer: 
wald 
90 Mins., Mon., 9:30 p.m. 
TV, Paris 


a 

First big video show on state 
subsidized network, this one suf- 
fers from poor planning, hasty re- 
hearsals and general lack of. pac- 
ing. Show, previously a leading 
radio program, gives a look-see in- 
to coming events both in show 
business, fashion world and cul- 
tural life. It was loaded with 
talent, but most of them were 
wasted. in .stock interviews read 
from scripts. 


Done on a shoestring budget of 
$600 with one-day rehearsal it was 
catastrophic in the technical de- 
partment. Changeovers were slow 
with actors caught gawking until 
they got their cues. Interviewer 
would sometimes get before camera 
for blotouts. Camera movements 
were shaky and the mike went 


red | dead at times. 


Slow acts were loaded into the 
first part of show and lack of vari- 
ety made for heavy going. Pace 
picked up with Rosella Hightower 
giving a ballet solo, some classy 
models. strutting beachware, a 
scene from a new Louis Jotivet 
production, a flamenco by the La- 
tin American Ballet and a number 
by the most promising TV person- 
ality over here, George Ullmer. 
Using only two outmoded cam- 
eras, show did not have a fine 
visual pacing and rhythm, with 
most of the work unimaginatively 
lensed head-on, with cuts. giving 
the effects of irritable dissolves. 
Gallic video has a long way to go 
in ironing out its emer” -~ 45 
os 





RECITAL HALL 
With Gyorgy Sandor 
Producer: Herbert Grossman 


Writer: Jack Wilson 
30 Mins.; Sun., 8:30 p.m. 
ustaini 


ng 
NBC, from N. Y. 

In “Recital Hall,” NBC is at- 
tempting to emulate the austere 
atmosphere of - the d concert 
stages. A. soloist of consequence 
verano on the platform, takes his 

w and returns to the instrument. 
The camera approaches the subject 
very timidly in order not to detract 
from the music. In all, abotit five 
angles were used and they were 
ee sufficiently apart so that 

e of viewpoint wouldn't 
jar the viewer. 

“Concert Hall” is a prestige show 
for the minority that tronize 
som Feats Serna. Hall and 

milar even s ‘designed 

for ry at that it’s dif- 


aura 
in the li 


+o Recital Hall” _Prospectus calls 
liam Warfield cellist Leonard Rose 





SUMMER TV SHOWCASE 


With G Stevens, The Quintet, 
ohnnie Cue 


Director: Bill Mulvey 


Guest vocalists are 


new show. Shirley Sandra,. 
“Teen Age Barn,” guested twice 
Laem 5 tills the band 


i i recaps 
tween each num 





three semi-public courses. Dave. 


q 


sum- 
mer evening. A half-hour of — B. 


ing by any personality doesn 
loom as hot-week television fodder, | easy 
despite the noble interest. gies 
‘Initial recital was by 
Sandor, first-rate a 
fluid technique one who has 
an excellent sense of tion 
of the ivory classics. work 
was ’s “Ballade,” 
with the necessary lightness and 
melodic line. Sandor, , 
ted a -bal. progra 
at illustrated his skill at the 88s 
and some delightful 


d Ricci in 
and violinist Ruggiero among | 


eee eee oe 
F ¥, SaX0-! for purchase of the lot for the ac- 

J Paileve and drum- 
fer Gordie Randall (non-playing| tivities of their television eom- 
leader from September. to June). | P®"Y- 


‘UNITED—OR NOT? 
ee John MacVane, moderator 


Pic teal 


ABC-TV, from N. ¥. 
with leading United Nations dele- 
ates is one of the top informa- 
onal shows on the lanes. A 
highlight of ABC’s radio schedule 
since its debut last year, this 
show is now being simulcast over 
TV with even greater impact. It’s 
a hardhitting and stimulating, in- 
formational sessidn conducted on 
the highest possible adult level 
with the visualization of the per- 
sonalities adding an important di- 
mension of interest to the intel- 
leectual counterplay. In this case, 
no tricky camera shots are needed 
to justify a straight gab session 
being presented over TV. 
Presented by ABC's public af- 
fairs divisién in cooperation with 
the UN radio division, the show 
puts the top UN figures on the spot 
n freewheeling interviews. with 
correspondents from all points on 
the globe. The value of this show 
is that it precludes any 


the diplomats since under S= 
sure of the a and liful 
questioning by the newspapermen, 

On the TV preem (2), Sir Glad- 
wyn Jebb, British delegate to the 
UN, faced the press. One of the 
most adept debaters at the UN, 
Jebb acquited himseif brilliantly 
before the TV cameras. He deline- 
ated the British position on Korea, 
Hong Kong, Formosa, Iran, the 
cold war and other key. interna- 
tional topics with perfect lucidity. 
Jebb countered the istic out- 
look of several of the correspond- 
ents while avoidin 
solutions. At all 
he answered ‘the queries 
and frankly, but not 
than he had to. 

John MacVane handies the 
moderator chores ih straightfor- 
ward manner in giving each corre- 
spondent a turn in the interroga- 

on. Session originates from the 
Security Council table at the UN 
building in Flushing, N. Y. Herm. 


mes, moreover, 
ntedly 
ng more 


KEYL KITCHEN NOTES 


Director: Kirk Browning  _| With Ramona ahd Spence Lloyd 


San Antonio's pioneer cooking 
school is being telecast three times 
weekly from the studios of KEYL, 
and as the name implies, is de- 
voted to easing the burden of the 
local housewives through timely 
kitchen hints and recipes. 


The series is slanted to the aver- 
age housewife, and possibly the 
man who is home, who is inter- 
ested in saving money and time in 
the kitchen. Hints are featured 
on how to serve leftovers, cooking 


for small and large groups, plan- 





25 Mins; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:30 p.m. 
edi- ! vice Gin 
jaishitersba :¢t:| Of General Service Studios 
case” unfolds moderate rtain- ante , July 3. 
ment with an. im u_touch.| General Service 
G Stevens, former sing-| rently tied up in bankruptcy, may 
2 neon as Layee ry aa of pe the new home of the 
e re house Ray | Films — Jerry Fairbanks 
Buzenski, ‘guitarist Bill Banden firm : m 


Studio, owned by the Nasser 


Stevens sings ballads well, and Bros., was. tossed into receivership 





dodging . 
or double-talking of the issues by 


oversimplified ; 
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v's TOP TUNES 
ith Peggy Lee, Mel Torme, Fon- |. 

beh ‘Mitchell. Ayres’ 
Orch; Nelsen Case, announcer 

ucer: Lee Cooley 

Director: Farrar 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 7:45 p.m. 

LIGGETT 

CBS- . N. Y. 


It ought to be a pleasant sum- 
mer with pint-sized, luscious Peggy 
Lee sharing the three-a-week tube 
with cellar-pitched Mel Torme, 
who undoubtedly has his coterie 
of fans. Judged by the preem (2), 
“TV’s Top Tunes” is misnomered, 
put it isn’t important. The im- 


portant news is that Miss Lee, 
after a mumber of recent guest 
shots where she displayed sterling 
qualities in the vocal and ‘selling 
departments, finally has a co-star- 
ring spot, and it’s been long in 
coming. The gal can’t reach for 
the notes up in the ozone, but for 
a pop chirp she’s as good as 
they're made, with a personality 
that suits the medium to a TV 
(T for taste, V for vivacious). 

Miss Lee opened the quarter 
with her yy toate “It Never 
Happened To Me,” chanted grace- 
fully while seated at a school desk. 
Torme’s solo entry was “County 
Fair,” a novelty which had him in 
a vintage brass bed and gaudy 
pyjams acting out. some of the 
score, with visual effect further 
heightened by the Fog’s use of a 
strawhat to. simulate a ferris 
wheel; if anything, there was too 
much production, but he managed 
to override it. 

Fontane Sisters (3) got after- 
middle spot oman — pmoeane 
harmony on “Wang ues,” 
gals being introed by Miss Lee. 
Torme and Miss Lee then coupled 
on the slow, sentimental “When 
We’re Alone” for the finish, de- 
cored on a rooftop. Camera gave 
them good closeups and varied an- 
gles to afid fluidity to the tune’s 
snailish albeit smoot ‘arrangement. 
Backing by the Mitchell Ayres’ 
orch was_top-drawer. Nelson Case 
was on for two plugs and there 
was a Stork ub tag-on for 
Fatimas, which backs ST on Tues- 
days-Thursdays in same slotting. 

Show fills the Perry Como “Sup- 
per Club” segments for summer, 
but it should spring Miss Lee into 
the TV bigtime. 


KNOW YOUR SAN ANTONIO 

With Lou Hamilton, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Graham. Stanley Banks, Sr., 
Claude Axial, Jim Shelton 

Producer-director: Bill Rebb 

30 Min.; Tues., 7 p.m. (CST) 

Sustaining 

KEYL, San Antonie 


The San Antonio Chamber of 
Commerce, realizing that people 
should know more about their 
home town, has inaugurated a 
question and answer program fea- 
turing interesting and. unusual 
ra ont oe scenic and por acngtt 
city. prove Fe grantee 
newcomers as well as local tour- 
ists who come in during the season: 


s 
est Gro Major City,” 

panel of local authori choose 
five stions which they answer 
and discuss. Each week a guest 


will appear to answer some s e 
cuestlon as the major Sntanod of 
e week. . 


The three permanen 
of the panel include Stanley Banks, 
Sr., local attorney, who has done 
much research in the legend and 
history of Texas pioneers and 
Western cattle. brands; get neg =A 


beth Graham, custodian 
Spanish Governor’s , who has 
taken an active in the histor- 
cal ween here, and Claude ee 
ad oO local advertising 
who ig actively ieterested “in the 
“4 Ne banetist Ok this ot 
uest panelist on this opus was 
Miss Lou director. 
city Reereation De a he 
Was heard in the 
sented. for the recrea n of ‘the 
city through its swimming 
Pools and recre centers. 
Fo eco bay ose) 
ee e though 7 
group Gananed into the ques- 


tion at hand. Im many cases, 
these discussions prove very inter- 
esting to even the oldest. citizen 
as the group er in- some new 
informations they have uncovered. 
Viewers are given free tickets to 
the Gray Line Sightseeing Tours 
vad ~ city if their questions are 
se » 


Actual photos and other evidence 
are brought into the studio to sub- 
Stantiate the answer to some ques- 
tion which may be posed on the 
fairly’ elect aad one “pace “het 

ys ; 
Spite the vast amount © talking 
done on the show. When it comes 
to the state of boners hey resources 
and people, Texans” Gem talk 
. A 


t 
that way, they brag abou Fi 


00 | ness was 


tt members | 


p.m, 
GENERAL ELECTRIC 
CBS-TV, from New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 
“General Electric Guest House,” 
summer sub for the bankroller’s 
“Fred Waring Show,” got off to an 
erratic start on Sunday (1) but the 
airer has good marquee values and 
audience-billing potentials. 

Format blends panel quiz and 
variety elements. The preem 
opened slowly with emcee-pianist 
Oscar Levant introing the panel- 
ists (those who make the best 
showing are called back to defend 
their title for the next week): ac- 
tress Binnie Barnes, legit. pro- 
ducer Herman Levin, orning 
Telegraph syndicated critic Whit- 
ney Bolton and_ writer Don 
Ettlinger. Then pie, Sherr 
come on to present questiéns with 
a show: biz background for the 
panel to tackle.. After they pose 
their puzzlers, the performers do 
a straight bit. 

Kicking it off were terpers Betty 
Luster and Jack Stanton, who did 
some choreographic charades of 
stage murders for the board to 
identify. These were nicely danced 
and made provocative questions. 
Duo followed with some neat hoof- 
ing to “Anything Goes.” 

Comic-magico-ventrilo Jay Mar- 
shall put over his queries in the 
form of a dialog with a painted 
hand-puppet and went into his 
amusing turn with steel rings. 
Singer Isabel Bigley was so-so. 
registering as too intense and 
posey for the TV medium, with her 
auestions in vocal form. Mimic 
Dean Murphy did well with his 
carbons of celebs serving as basis 
for the posers. And Cornelia Otis 
Skinner was sock with her char- 
acterization of a Southern belle 
‘Juliet and her enactment vof ‘a 
woman getting the news that her 
husband has been killed. Latter 
was a tour @e force, in which the 
audience was informed after the 
bit that her lines had consisted 
solely of the French alphabet. 

Bulk of the questions sustained 
interest, and the guest lineup was 
good. - However, production was 
ragged. There was no overall shot 
of the panel—which made for slop- 
py camerawork as the members 
tossed the conversational ball 
around. Levant seemed to lose 
eontrol of the situation, at times 
going overboard on personal ref- 
erences, reading not 0} questions 
but also introductions, about 
just which question came next and 
not too certain about how consist- 
ently he should stick to his bad 
bey act. Another directorial weak- 

inept handling of the off- 
camera audience, whose applause 
and laughter was improperly cued. 

Nevertheless, with tightening up 
this can make an interesting 
stanza, which perhaps might be 
more manageable in-a 30-minute 
slot.- { -Britl. 





MUSIC IN VELVET 
With Bill Snary, June Browne, Rex 
Mauphin orch 


Producer-director: Grover Allen 


3@ Mins.; Sun., 6:30 p.m. CDT 
Sustaining. ; 


ABC,-from Chicage 

This summer fill-in is. a mildly 
pleasant hot weather musical con- 
fection that’s just a little too sirupy 
to ever get out of the replacement 
class with its present formula. Ses- 
sion is a half-hour of uninter- 
rupted music with the format as 
used on the initialer (1) too static 
for good visualization. 

Layout had singers Bill Snary 


and June Browne ste onto 
the well set for their turns 
with the balance of the show taken 


over by Rex Mauphin and the Chi 
ABC ‘band. Tunes are int by 
title superimposition on the harp- 


ist, a device that’s soon dulled by | L 


repetition. 

Show gets by chiefly on _the 
strength of Snary’s warbling and 
the tootling of the Mauphin crew. 
But both they and guest 
Browne would have impressed bet- 
ter with a “more varied choice of 
ditties. All the tunes were in the 


i pateage svi vein with little 
scored with a neat job 


on “I Apologize” and Miss Browne 
offered a Lg enn t “The Night Has 
a 





I tilghtty uneare. af 
w 
sito with ab lh awkward camera 
adjustments. Dave. 








boards ’ 
after a five-week run, with the net- 
work deci to shutter the cable 
at 11 p.m. 
this low-budgeted, late-night stanza, 
on the basis of the final brace o 
displays, had been developing into 
a superior form of easygoing, off- 
the-cuff. entertainment, with Sid 
Gould’s comicalities, George De 
Witt’s vocalizing and emceeing, and 
the dancing of Eric Victor and Dor- 
othy Keller, in particular, outstand- 
ing among the show’s components. 
Producer Hal Friedman has been 
bringing in these Monday-Wednes- 
day presentations on a total weekly 
nut of $4,000, without even cam- 
era rehearsal, with surprising re- 
sults. Somewhere along the line 
NBC-TV has a tentially m- 
ising showcase iit. around the 
youthful talent display, in many 
res more sock than the higher- 
budgeted Anchor Hocking stanzas. 
They rate better treatment. 
Donald Richards (ex-Jack Carter 
show), has taken over the Thursday 
night segment of the Anchor Hock- 
ing-sponsored presentations as em- 
cee, singer and general factotum. 
Unfortunately, his preem was 
marred by some sorry material, al- 
though he’s glib and natural and 
does okay on the vocalistics. 





_Helen Hayes, as mystery celeb- 
rity on “What’r My Line?,” proved 
a heart-tug topper when emcee 
John Daly presented her with 
$1,000 for the Mary MacArthur 
Memorial Fund, which is named 
after her late 18-year-old daughter. 
Quincy Howe, new guest .panelist, 
roved as sharp as regulars Arlene 
rancis and Hal Block. .:CBS 
prexy Frank Stanton is easily the 
most videogenic exec in the biz, 
as evidenced by his past week’s 
prolific appearances on the Arthur 
Godfrey and Faye Emerson (“Won- 
derful Town’) shows, to express 
appreciation for their stints on the 
BS colorvision “Premiere”. 





William Gargan bowed out of 
NBC’s “Martin Kane” _ sefies 
Thursday (28) in a sleuth stanza 
that scored all the way in script, 
thesping and directorial depart- 
ments. Session was hypoed by 
stellar supporting cast headed by 
such “Kane” reliables as Una 
O’Connor, Nydia Westman, Flor- 
ence Robinson and _ Halliwell 
Hobbes. 

Gargan, in the title role, ambled 
through the yarn with the ease and 
assurance that has made him one 
of video’s top private eyes. Plot 
line in this session brought Gar- 
gan into a decrepit home _ in- 
habited by three weird sisters to 
uncover the murderer of their 
kindly old attorney (Hobbes). Case, 
at first, seemed clear cut as the 
eldest sister, Miss O’Connor, 
pinned. the fatal knifing on her 
men sa younger sis- 
ter played by Miss Robinson. Gar- 
candied ie tari taut mea ie 

prov was 
eldest sister who was the homicidal 


ony wan well conceived <_< 
was plussed by expert thesping by 
the aforementioned as well as 
N Westman, wor piven the 
weird sister, ucer-direc- 
tor Frank Burns kept the session 
moving at a clicko pace and sus- 
tained eerie rege 4 of the yarn 
in some expertly directed scenes 
featuring the off-balanced femmes. 
Screen actor Lloyd Nolan re- 
places Gargan next season. 


Ted Steele continued to dish out 
of music, 





even his commercial spiels, which 
1g ot frequently, were easy 


was hi cry cone Bm pps 
Was ne ~ 

his aides, His vocalizing on “Heart 
of My Heart” and “My Darlin’, 
My lin’ was okay but he’s at 
his best just talking to the folks 
and holding the show’s pace. Molly 
yons sang “Put Your Arms 
Around Me Honey” and “January, 
February, March” nicely. Gal, how- 


ever, would do better if she kept. 


mugging to a minimum. Cliff Mar- 


tin was effective on a western tune 


as was Pe 
number. Quirk, 


vacationing Son Collelo’s spot 
til 6 did. a 


Whispers * StS ~ ‘of 


pipes and youthful appearance 
video 


sports. news in a 





the late i 
the 


paced J 
orch kept merry 
throughout. 


n 
Jerome's 
mood 


ews on mee 





Allen, 
1S my 


i 


Steve. Allen as the new 
emcee, “So: 
one of the stronger variety ses- 
sions on the airlanes. The amateur 
and semi-pro songwriting eas se 
tition, with the best entry sel 
by a rotating panel of music biz 
authorities, servés as an excellent 
peg for Allen’s ad lib comedy and 
neatly-staged song-and-dance num- 
bers. The show, however, doesn’t 
go overboard on new songs with 
about half the production r6utines 
rae on standards and current 
pits. 

As new emcee in place of Jan 
Murray, Allen is the pivot of the 
show. Young comic displays an 
ingratiating manner and a good 
stock of gags in handling the in- 
terviews with the. aspiring song- 
smiths, 
Allen worked smoothly for the 
most part, only occasionally 
stretching for laughs with some 
zany. antics. The relative im- 
portance of AM and TV audiences 
in CBS thinking is indicated. by 
this show’s tendency to hang up 
radio dialers with lots of sight 
gags which Allen. has to explain 
away to the non-viewers, 

Show has evolved a workable 
format with four songwriters a 
pearing on each session. The cali- 
bre of the tunes is remarkably 
good with the cleffing efforts get- 
ting a break in their firstclass 
showcasing by Ray Bloch’s orch 
and top guest vocalists. Opening 
show split the vocal assignments 
between Peggy Lee and Johnny 
Desmond th several numbers 
nage Boy hoofing backgrounds 
ss a ballet team. In addition to 
the new tunes, Miss Lee and Des- 
mond also delivered a brace of 
their recent disk hits. 

Initial panel of judgés, -consist- 
ing of Mitch Miller, of Columbia 
Records; bandleader Duke Elling- 
ton and songwriter Jule Styne, 
gave acknowledgeable comments on 
each entry without being harshly 
critical. Indicative of the current 
trend in Tin Pan Alley, a quasi- 
folk tune was selected as the best 
tune. Winner gets $100 in cash 
and publication of his tune by a 
Broadcast Music, Inc., firm. Run- 
ners-up get $50 consolation prizes. 





Herm. 
THE NEWS & YOU 
With Leo W. O’Brien 
15 Mins., Sat., 5:30 p.m. 
DEALERS 


WESTINGHOUSE 
WRBG-TV, 


» Schenectady 

Leo W. O’Brien, -head of the 
International News Service Albany 
bureau and winner of two national 
awards for news interpretation on 
programs over WPT makes a 
a debut noe - a8 — nay 
merly occu y enec 
City Ceunciionns Sam_ Stratton 
(recalled to the Navy). Show has 
new sponsors, four area Westing- 
house dealers. O’Brien registered 
well on the premiere, despite minor 
fluffing and slight uneasiness. 
Saying twice he was not an “ex- 
pert” on international affairs but 
Se e reporter for 29 years,” 
O’Brien spoke articulately and 
about the Korean war, the 


litics ne Roosevelt, 


Having worked on the air with 
only rough notes, he never was at 
loss for words. Delivery, however, 
impressed as a shade too —— 


for the intimate television um. 
O’Brien shoul it and inti- 
matize himself with viewers. Ad- 


vertising gets out of hand. Three 
dealer entifications are supple- 
hey Vakon cet a 
rief ticketing a staffer. One 
identification should be cropmet. 

: aco. 





BEST D FORWARD 
With 


: co 
15 Mins.: Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 1:15 p.m. 


Partici . 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Youthful home economist has 
developed a ti cooking-and- 
commercial format since she de- 
buted as sustaining “Masked 
Maid” on a five-minute spot six 
months ago. Products of three 
sponsors, Borden's Milk, Nestle’s 
‘cookie Mix, and Dwyer’s Waffies, 
were made part of a meal which 
Bonnie Ross prepared on last block 


viewed. turned out a series 
of taste-tempti hes, to which 
the cameras justice. The 


Chinese motif was included. 

Miss Ross demonstrates a variet 
of menus, the of whic 
by housewives would not seem too 
tenes her felde and inegrtes the 
teach her n 
commercials w surprising skill 
for a newcomer, Jaco. 


|Produe 
Movi poy i CBS. Directer: 
° a ne 
spot as 8 pe oa TV 30 Mins. 
w 


ngs For Sale” rates as} CBS-TV. 


On the preem show (30), 





Mosher, 
ers: Freeman Gosden, 


(Weintraub) 

“Amos ’n’ Andy,” one of radio’s 
oldest and most successful entries, 
“went” TV last Thursday (28) on 
the CBS video lanes with Blatz 
Beer, a Schenley subsidiary, pick- 
ing up the sponsorship tab. Be- 
fitting the occasion, the client, who 
is plunking down $40,000 a week 
for the filmed series, pre-ballied 
the premiere with an unprecedent- 
ed $250,000 promotion campaign 
designed to establish A & A’s se- 
cure place in the TV programming 
sweepstakes. 


With Freeman Gosden and 
Charles Correll, the original “Amos 
’n’ Andy” through the radio years, 
forsaking their acting roles on the 
video vérsion to assume the role of 
producers, the event was _note- 
worthy from one other standpoint. 
It marked the initial attempt to 
vest big-league network commer- 
cial TV programming with Ne- 
groes. It’s unfortunate that the 
circumstances under which the 
obligation was fulfilled had such 
dubious overtones, 


That the “Amos ‘n’ Andy” TV 
show preemed in a cloud of sen- 
sitivities wasn’t rticularly sur- 
prising. Only a few hours before — 
the initial TV screening, the New 
York branches of the Nationai 
Assn. for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People levelled a blast at the 
Schenley outfit, claiming that the 
perpetuation of stereoty char- 
acterizations was anythin but 
beneficial to the Negro people, and 
hinted at a widespread boycott of 
the sponsor’s products unless it 
terminated the series. 

Granted that, for nearly a quar- 
ter of a century, the A & A radio 
series had entrenched itself as a 
part of the American “scene; and 


that, in fact, a good segment of.the ., 


nation’s population had _ set~ its 
timepieces by the program’s famil- 
iar sign-on in the days when it 
was America’s No. 1. cross-the- 
board entertainment at 7 p.m, 
Granted, too, that, in adapting the 
series for TV screening, all the 
productional accoutrements were 
topflight. Granted, too, that in the 
selection of Tim Moore as. the 
Kingfish and Spencer Williams as 
the Andy, Gosden and Correll used 
admirable judgment, for here were 
the perfect visualizations of what 
the listener for years had conjured. 

The fact remains that Gosden 
and Correll might have used their 
talents in projecting their Amos 
and Andy characters as warmer 
and more sympatheti¢e people. The 
exaggerations were 

inevitab 


the iy savttickone that,” 


Andy” as typi 
mind over the years, 
necessarily apply. - The 
could be lovabie in his en ; 
blunders, he could be funny in 
his obvious peueeries. without 
pinpointing his w ina 


episode, built around 
the Kingfish’s erroneous draft no- 
tice and su t faking of a 
hitch in the Army, was handled 
patronizingly ‘as was, to an even 
greater extent, the substitute epi- 
sode shown to the press the week 
hee Rp eet tang be po a 
taneo non- 
interconnected TV _ stations.) It’s 
regrettable that the Etents and 
geighbors in their TV visualiza- 
tions, were stereotypes, as unreal 
as the molasses-tempoed janitor 
back the 


Fetchit era in films. It’s rather 
obvious » ste pes rc 
make real characters for the cre- 


ation of solid, enjoyable situation 


fndy (played by Spencer Wil- 
liams) is subordinate to the King- 
fish and was projected less objec- 
tionably. -As the Kingfish’s wife, 
Sapphire, Ernestine Wade wasn't. 
too nappy a choice in casting. Al- 
vin Childress plays the Amos role, 
but was only on for a few seconds. 

From a_ technical standpoint, 
Charles Barton's direction was all 
that could be desired; for that 
matter, the professional aspects of 
the production were evident 
throughout. 

Considering that this is the first 
nem use of Negroes in commer- 
cial broadcasting, the responsibil- 
ity was twofold: (1) not to offend 
the sensibilities of a large segment 
of the U. S. ; (2) and to 
present them honestly with 
caricaturing pegs came that 





inherent in any human, regard- 
less of race or color. Rose. 
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stream of Vebawidd music, introed 


py the same voices. And what's 
worrying the spot and program 
pankrollers is just how effectively 
their plugs go over with these 
“passive” dialers. 

Claim Initiative Lacking 


Even within the limited rangt of 
platter stanzas there’s a marked 
lack of initiative in developing new 
formats and personalities, which 


only adds to the overall impact of 
sameness. As far as the gabbers 
are concerhed, it’s the old “how 
thin can you slice it?” routine. 
Those with a good following are 
given more and more air time until 
it's felt their worth is being im- 
aired. 

Then there’s those: disk herders 
who carry choice accounts around 
in their hip pockets. Some of the 
better entrenched freelancers have 
practically taken over the sales and 
programming chores at a few of 
the stations with the “private” ac- 
counts they carry with them. 

This situation is pointed up by a 
VarIETY. survey which encountered 
some resistance from program 
chiefs, gabbers and agencies réluc- 
tant to spell out the exteysive air 
time occupied by the busier per- 
sonalities. 

Probable the lrardest working 
and most. ubiquitous on the Windy 
City channels is Marty Hogan. On 
a typical week he’s heard on 137 
different AM shows, totaling 36 
hours. Hogan. latched onto the 
American Vitamin Assocs. opera- 
tion when it hit town last spring, 
and is currently aired on the 93 
quarter-hour shows the pill pusher 
is bankrolling on four Chi stations. 
He cuts the commercials and drug 
store “salutes” for the 45 quarter- 
hour record shows heard weekly on 
WAAF, the 24 weekly segments on 
WCFL and WJJD for AVA. 

With the AVA frames and the 
Robert Hali and Michigan Finance 
shows he spiels on WCFL, he’s 
heard on 50 different stanzas, to- 
taling 10% hours weekly on the 
labor-owned indie.’ On WJJD he 
handles six shows per week for 
Robert Hall, besides the AVA stint, 
for 74% hours. He works a two and 
a half-hour week on WIND, with 
a Hall strip and a Berghoff beer 
series, 

Most of the Hogan AM activity 
is either taped or transcribed since 
his television work adds up‘to a 
big chunk each week. He appears 
on practically all of the numerous 
vitamin-sponsored shows on WGN- 
TV, including the live plugs on the 
practically daily baseball telecasts 
on that station. On the days there's 
no games, he works a halfhour 
flm show on WGN-TY., In the eve- 
nings, Hogan either emcees or in- 
tones the plugs on four of the six 
half-hour weekly segments AVA 
has on the same station. His tele- 
vision day winds with a ath Ages om 
weekly quarter-hour show 
WBKB, bankrolled by Robert Hall. 

Miller’s 46 Shows 


Howard Miller is another hard- 
working freelancer who can be 


heard on 46 different shows each | 


week for a total airtime of 11 hours. 
Secret of Miller’s durability is said 
to be his usually constant sold-out 
status on his platter offerings, He’s 
SRO on the 34 shuws he does on 
WIND and likewise for the 12 stints 
he works on WCFL. Here again, 
i's the case of many of the shows 
being a recorded session, 
with gabber transcribing .the disk 
Segments in advance. ” 


Then there are those! disk jooks fe 


who dress their sessions with in- 
dividuality and showmanship 


al and 
of these are the satu- 
ration has given 
tise to the fear @hat they may. dis- 
sipate their appeal by ‘too frequent 
application, 

Typical case is Norman Ross, 
bellwether of WNBQ's limited sta 

ble of pushers. It’s ‘a 
parently a atten tf of giving “Unc 
Normie” the task whenever there’s 


an open This popu- 
lar gabber van tees 
i. 7:55 and 8:30 +o 8:40 a.m. 
y except und 12:05 noon 
to 1 p.m. Monday through Friday 
on the NBC Chi station. And he | 
recently on the 6:15 to 6:45 
- amuse -on Tuesday, Thursday. 
and Sat os PALES. 
Ditto ‘been afford-| 
ed WiIbe Ernie. who the} 


Past season ‘has Been emceéeing a 
7 to 10 a.m. six times weunty show 


and | 
who have, ve tare built up loy- 
extensive followings. Many 


for a total of 18 hours Another 
beaver is Bill Evans, who works 
the 7 to 8 a.m, shift, Monday 
through Saturday, on WGN and 
then hurries over to WCFL for an 
hour and a half daily stint in the 
8:30 to.10 a.m. slot. 

Ever WBBM, which prides itself 
on its showmanship, evidences ex- 
amples of sticking with the sure 
thing. Newscaster John Harring- 
ton, one of the most widely lis- 
tened-to newsmen in town, works 
29 shows for seven and three-quar- 
ter hours.weekly. 


WXEL’s 5006 Expansion 


Cleveland, July 3. 


WXEL has announced a $500,000 
construction program for addition- 
al facilities at the station’s studio- 
transmitter building at Pleasant 
Valley. 


In announcing the program, sta- 
tion manager Franklin Snyder said 
WXEL would also establish branch 
offices for the station’s sales and 
program department in the down- 
town Cleveland area. Present stu- 
dios, at the transmitter, are more 
than 12 miles. from the Public 
Square, 

Construction completion is ex- 
pected in October to mark the sec- 
ond anniversary ‘of the station. 
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Cleve. Browns Gridcasts 


Cleveland, July. 3. 
Brewing Corp: of America (Carl- 
ings) has purchased both broad- 
casting and television rights of the 
Cleveland Browns of National Pro- 
fessional Football League with Bob 

Neal doing the simulcast. ‘ 
WERE will do the radio; WXEL 
the television coverage. Plans for 
the season include WERE’s feeding 
all Browns’ contests, seven home 
and six out-of-town contests, over 
an extended state hookup. As yet 
no one has been named to work 


with Neal on color, commercials, 
etc, 


East Ohio Gas held option on | 


renewal of radio rights, but, ac- 
cording to Neal, Browns wanted 
one sponsor and when East Ohio 
felt gas and beer didn’t mix, Gas 
Co. dropped in favor of suds. 





UJA’s ‘Tent City’ for TV 

“Tent City,” dramatic-documen- 
tary film lensed in Israel for the 
United Jewish Appeal fund drive, 
is being released to television sta- 
tions across the country. 

It. gets its New York preem on 
WJZ-TV Sunday (Sat 9 p.m. Film, 
which runs 35 minutes, tells the 
story of immigrants in the new 
stgte through the experiences of | 
two boys and their families. 


ithe manufacturing 


‘and that they have 


| goods to sell, 








Even allowing for supplying deal- 
ers in those FM markets in the dis- 
trict, he noted that this supply 


compared with only 1,226 sets in 
the District of Columbia, where 
theré-are 13 FM stations. 

While a portion-of the sets are 
believed to be combination AM- 
FM-TV-phonograph models and 
some are sold to distributors along 
with other appliances, several 
broadcasters attending the meeting 
felt this maldistribution of sets in- 
dicated an apathy on the part of 
industry to- 
ward FM. 

But there were several encourag- 
ing signs. Representatives of RCA 
and Crosley confirmed they are -de- 
veloping new receivers with great- 
er freedom of oscillator radiation 
“good-size” 
schedules for fall production. Gen- 
eral Electric also reported plans 
for expanded FM schedules. 

It was also reported that the 
manufacturers openly admitted 
that the slump in TV sales has be- 
come so serious that they will need 
This may well re- 
sult in greater attention to FM 
and “substantially more” produc- 
tion, it appeared, 

Further encouragement was 
|seen in agreement on a plan for 
channéling supplies of sets into 


“Lots of FM Sets 


————— Continued from page 38 seam 





shortage areas, with broadcasters 
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_to serve you. 
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“Serving you” 








NEW YORK 


is the main reason our 
TV department has grown so tremen- 
dously in -the past few years, even 


CHICAGO DETROIT 





Pitan Seer 







Kerra T. WeKeuvey! 


When Keith McKenney decided to “get 
in on the ground floor of television”, 
he really went all out—aspent three 
years as camera man, stage manager, 
program supervisor, production man- 
Y ager and script-writer, and then added 
a? three more years in television sales, 
‘ before joining F&P. Today, Keith 
obviously qualifies as a true Television 
Specialist, and is anxious and ready 


in general. 


TV dollars, 


sentatives. 


FREE & es 


though these years have of course been 
ones of enormous growth for television 
New men, new accounts, 
new highs in billing —they’re all a 
reflection of F & P’s basie philosophy 
that our biggest job is to help you get 
the greatest possible value for ic MM 


We think a visit with. any one of our — 
“Colonels” will convince you that we ~ 
really work at that job — and that we 
do it well, here in this pioneer group 
of radio and television station repre- 





fice) since 








University of Michigan 
(B.A.) 


Two years, U. S.Navy 
Three — General Electric 


Compan 
Five years, are, WWJ -TV, Detroit 
Free & Peters (Detroit Of- 
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to report to NARTB, NARTB to re- 
port to RTMA, and RTMA to pass 
on the information to its :sember 
facteries weekly. 

. The trade associations also de- 
cided to form a joint committee to 
explore feasibility of a cooperative 
effort to promote FM ‘: ‘ough 
transcriptions by “name” pe. onali- 
bs for use by AM and FM s 
tions, 


Arthur Murray TV. Show 
In Switch to WNBT 


Arthur Murray dance studios’ 
television show, previously on 
ABC-TV and before that on Du- 
Mont, moves over to WNBT, N Y. 
Airer, which will be high-budgeted 
($7,000-$10,000) for a local series, 
will be beamed on Mondays from 
10-10:30 p. m., starting July 9. 

Mrs. Arthur Murray will con- 
tinue as femcee. However, the 
Murrazs have turned over produc- 
tion chores on the stanza to the 
WNBT staff, with Allan Hendley as 
producer. 








Houston—Terry Lee, asSistant 
manager of KPRC-TV, is resigning 

s post effective Aug.°1 to join 
Young & Rubicam in icago as a 
radio and TV supervisor for the 
agency, 








QNE OF A SERIES FEATURING THE MEN WHO MAKE FREE & PETERS TELEVISION SERVICE 
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EXCLUSIVE NATIONAL 
TELEVISION 
REPRESENTATIVES 
VENPORT woc-Tv* 
(Central Broadcasting Com 
WHO-WOC) 
WBAP-TV* 


WORTH-DALLAS 
(STAR-TELEGRAM) be 


_ WAVE-Tv* 
(WAVE, Inc.) 


(Wometco Theatres) © - 


INNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL N-TV 
(DISPATCH-PIONEER press) 


YORK - 

(THE NEWS) 
(POST-DISPATCH) 
FRANCISCO 

(THE CHRONICLE) 


*Primary NBC Affiliates 
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INC. 


Pioneer Radio and Television Station Representatives Since 1932 
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From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Emerson Foote, former pfesident of Foote, Cone & Belding, named 
chairman of the New York sponsoring committee of the Menninger 
Foundation and a member of the Foundation’s board of governors. Fa 
Helen Jill Fletcher, writer of children’s books, doing Magic Play? 
house” show on WKIP, the ABC affiliate in Poughkeepsie. 

Mutual brass on Monday (2) lunched eastern sales manager Jack 


Overall on his 20th anni in radio and 16 years with the web....Mrs. 


George M. Cohan, wife of the late star, makes her radio. debut on in- 
terview with CBS’ Rebert Q. Lewis today (Wed.)....Tony Wilson, 


“aunt Jenny” director, off to Coast for vacation and visit with his | 


parents; he’s son of Metro producer Carey Wilson... -Father Patrick 
Peyton, producer of “Family Theatre,” has his new tome, The Ear of 
God.” off the Doubleday presses shortly....The Alois Havrillas (he’s 
WNJR announcer) and daughter Constance (of Compton agency), on 
two-week Nantucket vacation. ...CBS producer Irving Mansfield rough- 
inz it upstate New York. 

. ston Cochran subbing for Lowell Thomas, who left Friday (29) on 
eight-week vacation ...M. S. Novik, in Washington last week, trekked 
to Coast and returns to Gotham today (Wed.)....Al Helfer and Mel 
Allen will do play-by-play for “All-Star Game” over Mutual July 10 

Hana Strauss has penned a tune, “The Jack Eigen Rhumba,” for 
the WMGM deejay... Buddy Rogers left Saturday (30) for a month in 
Europe... John W. Doscher, ex-WOR, joins ABC spot sales... .Jane 
Christopher (she’s assistant to Galen Drake) has tagged her new son 
James. ...WOR flack Bob Blake planed over weekend to London for 
three-week hiatus.... 

R. D. Wilbur, maestro-of the WINS orch, has cleffed a tune, “Seer- 
sucker Serenade,” inspired by a stroll up Madison Ave.... .Lily Sapova 
Blake resigning from WNYC to have a baby... Arthur Hanna to direct 
CBS’ “This Is Nora Drake,” vice Charjgs Irving, who resigned to spend 
more time with his new TV production outfit... Ray Allen and Sidney 
Reznick, who worked on the Jan Murray “Songs for Sale,” have been 
retained by CBS for the “SFS” series with Steve Alien... .Nestle Co. 
-has appointed Sherman & Marquette to handle the Nescafe account, 
with. Nestea, Nestle’s boullion cubes and Maggi products serviced by 
Needham & Grohmann. ..Seymour Siegel, WNYC station manager, 
sailed last Friday (29) for six-week vacation in Italy. He'll spend most 
of the time in Naples, but will visit Switzerland for a couple of days 
too Leigh Smith, formerly of INS, has joined Al Durante’s radio- 
TV flackery at J. Walter Thompson. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Helen Mack will be too occupied with other directing chores, radio 
and TV, so she withdrew from “Richard Diamond, Private Detective,” 
and the assignment passed to Nat Welff, who will also hold the reins on 


“Halls of Ivy”... Sid Strotz became’a grandpappy. His son, Don, pap- 
pied a male in Pittsburgh....Len White, who has flacked in the major 
pic studios, has been brought into the Thompson agency of Cornwell 
Jackson as buyer of talent and story properties for “‘Lux Radio The- 
atre.” He'replaces Bill Johnson, who held the job for a year.... 

138 McAndrews, exec secretary of Southern California Broadcasters 
Ass’n, moved up as prez of Hollywood Ad Club....AFRA femmes are 
beating their gums over the sour deal they've been getting from the 
networks. Most of the summer house shows are action exhibits, which 
give the males a 10 to 1 advantage over the distaffers. If you’re not the 
moll type you're out of luck, they bleat.... Rita La Roy has asked ABC 
to change the title of its George Fenneman paneler, “Perfect Hus- 
band.” She auditioned a show for the net. called “Model Husband” 
two years ago and feels that the new program would be damaging to 
the sales potential of her own creation....Bernie Tabakin departed 
MCA where he handled the radio and TY list....Trade is buzzing about 
a top announcer, who recently blew his job to sell stocks and bonds. He 
just couldn’t get rid of the obsession that while on the air.he would 
utter a profane word and be disgraced in his profession. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Jack Callaghan bowed Monday (2) as the commercial spieler on the 
General Foods segment of the ABC “Breakfast Club” strip. ...Norman 
Hirsch ankles the Robert Kahn agency to enter the radio-TV depart- 
ment at Weiss & Geller....Chi AFRA’s campaign to boost its Sick 
and Benefit Fund features a softball game July 14 between TV 

- personalities and the Little Leaguers comprised of youngsters from 
nine to 12 years old....Pic player Ann Blyth in town to appear on 
new religious airer on WCFL....Claude Kirchner and Mary Hartline 
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as yet unpicked nitery....S 
mander rank in the Navy Reserves. 


touches to a series dealing with the 





+head ‘of Cine-Onda, 1 


Fourth of July traffic bulletins 


| Julian Bentley. 


a 





are being considered for a AM disk jockey show to be aired from an 
portscaster 


son radio staffer, off to Nashville to scan JWT properties 
William Klein, prexy of United Broadcasting Co,, handed an 
Doctor of Fine Arts degree from the Boguslawsky College 
.... Lee Hart of Broadcast Advertising Bureau’s New York ‘office 
arrived in Chi last week to open a BAB office at 612 N. Michigan ave. 
....Nima Foch guests on. ABC’s “Junior Circus” Saturday ‘(7).... 
NBC’s “Quiz Kids” entered its 12 year on the air Sunday (1).... 
Howard Dorsey preemed his 1 to 6 a.m. disk session last week on WGN 
....WBBM’s educational director Dorothy Miller putting the 


shortly. Chi FBI chief George McSwain will appear on the series. ... 
WGN, in cooperation with the Chicago Motor Club, is again airing 
... Joh Pavis, ABC tubthumper, vaca- 
tioning. Ditto Sam Cowling, ABC “Breakfast Club” comic... .Hotpoint 
|is bankrolling quarter-hour news strip featuring WBBM news director 


Bob Elson 
Guilbert, J. Walter Thomp- 
there.... 


finishing 
activities of the FBI which debuts 





| 
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Garroway 


Continued from page 4 Ge 





women. Garroway had a cost-per- 
thousand men of $3.57 and cost- 
per;thousand women of $3.33, 
while Goodrich paid $4.25 to reach 
1,000 mén and $3.27 to reach 1,000 
women. 


Qualitative aspects of the two 
audiences, according to Videodex, 
were also favorable to both spon- 
sors. Thus, Congoleum, selling its 
floor-coVerings and Congo-Wall, 
would seek a married audience and 
statistics show that 94.5% of its 
audience is marrie@ Goodrich is 
only a fraction behind, playing to 
an audience comprising 94.2% 
married people. In addition, with 
both seeking to reach the mass 
middle income group, Videodex 
shows 51.4% of the Garroway 
audience in the $4,000-$6,999 an- 
nual income category, as compared 
with 46.3% for “Celebrity.” “Also 
of interest, in view of the fact that 
both sponsors sell products for the 
home, is that 59.6% of Garroway’s 
audience own their homes, while 
61.1% of the “Celebrity” audience 
own theirs. 


Garroway show, generally con- 
sidered the prime exponent of the 
so-called Chicago school of TV 
production, had a slight edge .in 
audience - reaction to the two 
shows. On Garroway, 53% of the 
audience term the program excel- 
lent, 39% call it good and 6% 
deem it fair. For “Celebrity,” 41% 
think the show is excellent, 49% 
call it good and 9% call it fair. 
Garorway also had an edge in audi- 
ence reaction te the commercials, 
with 50% terming them interest- 
ing, 43% neutral and 2% finding 
them irritating, while 42% of the 
“Celebrity” audience think the 
plugs are interesting, 52% are 
neutral and 2% term them irri- 
tating. 





=a Continued from page 31 


pected here by G. A. (Joe) Biondo, 

, local reps for 
all RCA products. Folsom is slated 
to survey the Italian and contigu- 
ous market some time in Septem- 
ber, possibly staying over on this 
side for a month or longer, with 
an eye to setting up Italy as a 
merchandising spoke for markets 
in the Middle East, North Africa, 
Egypt, Israel, Turkey and Greece. 
‘ The currency exchanges makes 
Italy a natural hub for this neck of 
the world. France, like Great Bri- 
tain, comes under. a separate inter- 
national setup. 


Navy Network 


Continued from page 25 


George O’Brien, Richard Conte, 
Macdonald Carey, Yvonne DeCarlo, 
Audrey Totter, Scott Brady, Joan 
Evans, Frank Lovejoy, J. Carroll 
Naish, Richard Denning, Robert 








Final show in the series was 
“Life Line,” starring Claire Trevor, 
a dramatization of Commander 
Mary Sproul’s dash from San 
Francisco to Korea in’ 42 hours 
— whole blood for the front 
nes. 





Continued from page 32 =e 
supplied by the D. C. traffic de- 


partment acquainting motorists 
with parking relaxations during the 
strike, which permitted angle park- 
ing across trolley tracks in down- 
town streets. 











Station WWDC-FM continued its 


transit radio operations, notifying 
advertisers they would ndt be 
charged and that they would be 
given the benefits of the home 
audience as a bonus. Ben Strouse, 
WWDC manager, said the TR pro- 
gramming has attracted a loyal au- 
dience and that he didn’t want 
to deny it accustomed programs 
by duplicating the 4M format. 





Pegeen Fitzgerald 
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of the plug, through a loose coup- 
ling, saved her from possible fatal 
results. As it is, she knows she 
tuned in on Gabriel Héatter and 
he was still on for a minute or 
so after the clatter of the loose 
plug startled her out of the almost- 
quarter hour nap. 

Hospitalized for over a week, 
Mrs. Fitzgerald will be unable to 
resume with her husband on the 


WJZ-TV series for another two 
weeks, or more. Any strong studio 
lamps are tabu. She réturned to 
the AM series yesterday (Tues.) 
morning. 


At first some grafting on her 
chin and one left cheek spot was 
suspected as almost inevitable, but 
that’s now unnecessary, largely 
credited to the Lenox Hill Hosp’s 
new techniques in “Navy bandag- 
ing.” A portion of her body may 
be more severely burnt, but that 
will not be determined until after 
she ceases her twice-daily hospital 
treatments, although she was dis- 
anor formally from the hospi- 
al. 


Paradoxically, after the sunlamp” 
over-exposure, smelling the arti- 
ficial ozone, she felt “toned up,” 
but at the theatre she went from 
the chills to fever. The neighbor- 
hood druggist urged her to “go 
to. Lenox Hill for at least more 
expert treatment,” but at the 
clinic—this was now near-midnight 
M.onday night—they ‘wouldn’t let 
her go home, and insisted on bed- 
ding her. 

Guesters are pinch-hitting for 
Mrs. Fitzgerald on the TV show 
as they did on both the AM and 
the video programs all of last week. 
Duo’s executive secretary Gloria 
McGrath was one of the more 
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Spots “on Pyramid Plan 
me a ae has bought a 
Plan” in a saturation drive for its 
Clorettes, chewing-gum bad breath 
remover. Outfit will get one one- 
minute spot on “Stop the Music,” 
“Fat Man” and “The Sheriff.” 
Deal is for eight weeks and starts 
Sunday (8), just one week after 
Procter & Gamble bows out of 
“Pyramid.” Ageney is Dancer. 
Fitzgerald-Sample. 


Freeze Lift 
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majority of the Commission seemed 
to share the view advanced by pro- 
ponents of the FCBA position, in- 
cluding a number of FCBA mem- 
bers, that the case against iegality 


rests on a narrow reading of- the 
Communications Act. 

In fact, FCC Chairman Wayne 
Coy and Comr. Edward Webster 
were so impressed by the fact that 
so many FCBA members supported 
the allocation plan that they put 
William A. Porter, prexy of FCBA, 
on the carpet to defend the pro- 
priety of his organization's action 
in bringing the question before the 
Commission. 

Supporting the Commissicn on 
both the allocations and the set- 
aside was a lineup which included 
Richard Salant, courflsel for CBS; 
Telford Taylor and Seymour Krieg- 
er, representing: the Joint Commit- 
tee on Educational Television; 
James A. McKenna, Jr., counsel 
for ABC:. Gustav Margraf; for 
NBC; Henry Fischer, counsel for 
the New York State Board of Re- 
gents; George O. Sutton, counsel 
for WGAL-TV in Lancaster, Pa., 
WDEL-TV in Wilmington, Del., 
WBRC-TV in Birmingham, Ala. 
and various applicants; Vernon L. 
Wilkinson, for various stations; Abe 
Stein, for Sarkes Tarzian (WTTV) 
in Bloomington, Ind.; Ernest W. 
Jennes, for Lowell Institute in Bos- 
ton; Maurice Barnes, for Michigan 
State College, and FCC general 
counsel Benedict P. Cottone. 

Attacking the allocation plan or 
the educational set-aside were, be- 
sides Porter, Theodore- Pierson, 
representing WTTM in Trenton, 
N. J., and various applicants; Paul 
Spearman, for various stations; 
Robert M. Booth, Jr., counsel for 
WKMH in Dearborn, Mich.; Thad 
H. Brown, Jr., director of the TV 
branch of NARTB; E. D. Johnson, 
representing Du Mont; Thomas W. 
Wilson, representing various sta- 
tions; and Arthur W. Scharfeld, for 
several applicants. 


Some of the lawyers argued only 
against the legality of the educa- 
tional set-aside, taking the position 
that the Commission has a right to 
assign certain channels to an edu- 
cational service but cannot spot 
particular cities for such stations. 
Others contended the agency~can- 
not reserve channels for a service 





prolific stand-ins during this hiatus. 


unless the demand is established. 





560’s the Rave Wave sy 


On WFIL- 


Best 4/5 buy in Philly these 
days isn’t 90 proof. It’s WFIL’s 
share of the city’s radio audiénce 
—and it’s 100 per cent proved! 

Says Broadcast Measurement 
Bureau's latest survey: four- 
fifths of Philadelphia radio own- 
ers regularly set their dials to 
WFIL at 560 kilocycles. 

That means when you sched- 
ule WFIL, 1,400,000 people are 
listening in the eity alone. That 
means people with $3,682,770,000 
in disposable cash hear your pitch. 

And.if you want to spread 
around a bit, count the ears lent 
to WFIL outside the city—in all 
the 14-County Retail Trading . 
Area. Here are a million more 
prospects . . . another $3 billion 
in buying power. 

-. And then there’s the huge 
bonus area beyond ... but why 
go on? Just remember, you're 
first on the dial in America’s 


third market when you sched- _. 


ule WFIL. 


adelphia Sets : 
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~ Tnside Stuff—Radio 


robe dt yor Finger raised whether these days in radio, when broadcasters 
Po 


lot of participating sponsors can be as 
fnicky a8 they were when they spent big coin and controlied a whole 


re week, a few days before American Tobacco’s new five-minute 
news strip started on Mutual Monday (2), BBD&O agency had to scurry 
to find an announcer to replace Arthur Van Horn, who had been 
skedded for the assignment. Client first insisted that Van Horn, who 
broadcasts on WJZ, N. Y., and ABC as “Dean Cameron,” bar any laxa- 
tive accounts on that’ show. Horn, who had a drug sponsor hooked 
for WJZ, got the latter to agree to plug products other than his laxa- 
tive 

Then Ducky Strike asked for a guarantee that ABC would turn down 
any other eigarets on the Cameron stanza. ABC replied it was open 
for Luckies to buy time on its show, but otherwise it wouldn't nix other 
tobacco biz. As a result, Van’ Horn didn’t get the Mutual show and 
Les Higbey from Washington will be used instead. 





First. of four weekly broadcasts dramatizing civil defense workers 
and equipment in action will be beamed on Wednesday (11) at 11:30 
p.m., on the N. Y. State Civil Defense Network’s “Plan for Survival” 
series. Documentaries, includ tape-recorded segments, will kick off 
with reports on the “Operation Niagara” and “Operation Rescue” tests. 

Col. Lawrence Wilkinson, state civil defense director, said that the 
initial program on the 138-station hookup will include actual sounds 
of the equipment and personnel mobilized in the recent tests, which 
included trainees battering through walls, tunneling under rubble, ete. 

Producer-director for the series will be James Fleming, NBC com- 
mentator and editor of the “Voices and Events” airer. ries will in- 
clude voices of kids from Hiroshima, President Truman, Gov. Dewey, 
Col. Wilkinson and Winston Churchill. j 





Annual WCCO show in Minneapolis Auditorium July 21 in connec- 
tion with Aquatennial, summer mardi gras, will include Dennis Morgan, 
Ken Murray, Laurie Anders, the Chordettes and Bob De Haven, the 
last-named a Minneapolis radio personality. Show. again will be 
emceed by Cedric Adams, top local radio personality and Minneapolis 
Star columnist. 

Previous WCCO-Aquatennial shows have been headlined. by Bob 
Hope and Arthur Godfrey. On one of them both Hope and Godfrey 
appeared. Admission is charged to shows and they’ve attracted ca- 
pacity crowds although broadcast—in part on national CBS hookup. 





Armed Forces Radio Service has signed Monica Lewis for a pair of 
quarter-hour shows weekly for beaming on 60 overseas stations. Tagged 
“Personal Album,” shows will consist of informal chatter, answering 
servicemen’s letters and requests. Initial platter will be recorded July 
18 with Tom Smith producing in a deal arranged by ‘AFRS, Hollywood 
Coordinating Committee and Miss * studio, Metro. Similar series 
during World War 2 starred Dinah Shore, Ginny Sim§, Jo Stafford and 
others on an alternating og 





WOV, N. Y. bilingual indie, has come up with a twist on the tele- 
phone giveaway airer. Outlet is beaming a nightly program, backed by 
De Nobili cigars, on which the are paid in Italian lire to needy 
persons or charitable organizations in Italy. Local winner, héwever, 
also gets a Helbros watch. One listener’s correct answer won 70,000 
lire for a beneficiary in Italy. 

Those called have the choice of gabbing with the announcer in 
either mane or Italian, Whichever Janguage they prefer. 





- . 


s 





e sictl e closely, effionedd wii 
- WTOD, Toledo, and WTVN, 
Channel 6, Columbus, Ohio. 
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Saow Crop Bays Inte 
Sat. Nite ‘All-Star Revue’ 


Snow Crop, which had dropped 
out of NBC-TV’s “Saturday Night 
Revue” because . of - food stores 
being closed on. Sikhdays, is com- 
ing back this fall to the web—again 
in a Saturday evening slot. 

Frozen food outfit is buying into 
“All-Star Revue,” the NBC stanza 
which will have three rotating 
sponsors on Saturdays, 8-9 p.m. 
“All-Star” is now two-thirds sold. 
Pet Milk, which had been one of 
the rotating Lankrollers when the 
airer was titled “Four-Star Revue” 
and skedded on Wednesdays, is 
moving over with the stanza as the 
second backer. 


Still Plenty Bugs In 
Emnire State Antenna; 
All Stations Get Grines 
Reception of the signal from 
WNBT, N. Y., since the NBC-TV 
kéy began transmitting from the 
new antenna on the Empire State 


Building, reportedly has worsened 


in part of Gotham’s midtown cen- 
ter although the overall reception 
in the coverage area has improved. 


NBC engineers are working on 
improving reception in these areas, 
where, of course,.there are a good- 
ly number of agencies, clients, 





VIPs, etc. It’s hoped that they 
can make some corrections by 
August. - 


Engineers comment that no one 
antenna site will be 100% perfect 
and that there’s always bound to 
be some trouble spots. They say 
that undoubtedly there has been 
an improvement in reception in 
many midtown biuldings, although 
the change in others may have 
been for the worse. In the latter 
| case, it’s natural for the setowners 
to squawk. 

All the stations get gripes from 
some viewers. WJZ-TYV, it’s known, 
has established a special depart- 
ment to fix 
ally it has to improve the'signal on 





several ageaek in addition to its 
own. 


WICU-TV, located at Erie, Pennsylvania's third city, ¢o- 
ted with the Erie Dispatch, to show the nation’s news- 
paper and television folks some real merchandising promotion! 


We've been awarded the NBC-Colgate Palmolive Peet 
award in competition with more than sixty other TV stations. 


Within the few days of the contest we received.more than 
55,000 box tops as votes in this city of 160,000 people! The 
Erie Dispatch had more than 100 stories, WICU gave upwards 
of 600 promotional plugs, the city staged a parade; everyone 
in the great Tri-state area cooperated to make this the most 


sets, and gener~jthan to 


Washington, July 3. 
In the first case of its kind, the 
National Labor Relations Board 
last week ruled against a union for 


attempting to force concessions | m 


from a video station by circulat- 
ing handbills attacking the pro- 
grams.as second-rate. 

In upholding the right of WBT in 
Charlotte, N. C., to dismiss nine 
technicians who distributed the cir- 
culars, the Board, by a 3-1 vote, 
held that the tactics of the union 
(International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers) in failing io 
disclose its purpose to the public 
“were hardly. less ‘indefensible’ 
than acts of physical sabotage.” 

The’ handbills, the Board said, 
did not bear the union’s name but 
were signed simply “WBT. Techni- 
cians.” 


While it is proper for employees 
to exhort consumers to boycott 
their employer unless he changes 
his labor policy, the majority ruled, 
it is a different thing to appeal 
to the public “that the employer 
ought to be boycotted because he 
offered a. shoddy product to the 
consuming public—not because he 
was ‘unfair’ to the employees who 
worked on that product.” 


The handbills were distributed 
widely through Charlotte last sum- 
Ymer shortly after WBTV got into 
operation. The. distribution, in 
busses,. barber shops, restaurants 
and at the union’s picket line at 
the station, said the Board; “occa- 
cioned widespread comment in the 
community and caused respondent 
(WBT) to apprehend a loss of. «d- 
vertising revenue due to dissatis- 
faction with its television hroad- 
casting service.” 


Murdeck’s Stance 


In dissenting with the majority, | 


beard member Abe Murdock took 
the position there was nothing un- 
jawful in the union's activity. The 
employees, he said, “did no more 
to. point out to the public 
what in large measure it already 
knew—that the. employer’s TV 





programs consisted largeiy of 


: | Thanks, Gentlemen! 


fantastic sales SUCCESS STORY OF 1951! . 


In behalf of Television Station WICU and The Erie Dis- 


patch, we thank you for this award. 
EDWARD LAMB 


President 


WICU ang Tue Erie Dispatcu 


ERIE - PENNSYLVANIA 


| IBEW's Knuckles Rapped by NLRB 
~ For Taking Swipe at WBTV Shows 


canned film and varying d 
-of an iy With:os tee’ loaal ta}- 


ent as in other cities. _ 
“mr. the handbill might be em- 
barrassing to the it’ and 


ight require it to explain its in- 
ability to present better programs 
or even provoke a decision to pur- 
chase equipment to televise some 
live local. sporting ewents, etc. 

“But is the right to engage in 
concerted activities to be made so 
ephemeral as to be forfeited sim- 
ply because the activities: are em- 
barrassing to the employer?” 

The handbill, headed “Is Char- 
lotte a Second-Class City?” asked 
its readers: “Did you know witat 
all the programs presented over 
WBTV are on film and may be 
from one day to five years old?... 
Why doesn’t the Jefferson Stan’ 
ard Broadcasting Co. purchase the 
needed equipment to: bring you the 
same type of programs enjoyed 
by other leading American cities. 
Could it be that they consider 
Charlotte a second-class community 
and only entitled to the pictures 
now being presented to them?” 


Munson Realigns NBC-TV 
Production Services 


Lyman Munson, NBC-TV direc- 
tor of tele operations, has_re- 
aligned the web's television produc- 
tion services reporting to Fred 
Shawn. Production services de- 
partment has been divided into two 
sections, beth under Shawn: pro- 
duction operations, of which James 
Kovach has nm. named manager, 
and staging -services, with Benja- 
min L. Webster appointed man- 
ager. 3 ? 

Robert J. Wade, former mahager — 
of production services, has been 
named executive coordinator of 

on development for thas®+ 
partment, with emphasis on new 
techniques and color. 











Robert Brunton was appointed 
supervisor of stage special effects. 








DE LOIS Rw Be em es eee 


















































































































42 


RADIO. — ee are 


~ ~~ 

















: Television Chatter 








New York 


Barbara Joyce 0n NBC’s “Philco 
TV Playhouse” Sunday (8)... 
E. G. Marshall and Cloris Leach- 
man guest on CBS’ “Crime Pho- 


* tographer”’ tomorrow (Thurs.) ... 


Ciifford Sales, 12-year-old thesper, 
plays Tom Sawyer on “Kraft The- 
atre” tonight (Wed.) .. . Bob Shep- 
ard, “Man Against Crime” an- 
nouncer. to emcee two kid shows 
for WSBT, “PAL Show” and 
“Time - for Adventure” ... Mar- 
t'n Brandt featured on DuMont’s 
“Shadow of the Cloak” tonight 
(Wed.). and CBS’ “Web” July 11 
‘ . Francis Martin, Jr. (ex-Du- 
Mont), appointed to N. Y. staff of 
Blair-TV, station rep outfit... 
C-roline Burke, producer-femcee 
of NBC’s “Vacation Wonderlands,” 
which returned to the air Monday 
(2), has added a new service— 
travel chart spotlighting $100, $200 
and $300 vacations. 

Horace McMahon, back from 
Coast retakes on Paramount’s “De- 
tective Story,” plays lead on “Mar- 
tin Kane” tomorrow (Thurs.). ‘This 
is an “added” show in NBC series, 
tie season having officially closed 
last week, when William Gargan 
ended his association with the 
show. He’s being replaced next 
season by Lloyd Nolan . . . Merril 
Heatter, “We, the People” produc- 
tion assistant, planed Monday (2) 
for Europe to canvass military 
posts abroad for material ... Ed 
Byron, producer-director of “Mr. 
D. A.,” spending a week in Cincin- 
nati and Columbus on behalf of 
“Honorary Mr. D. A.” awards to 
local youngsters ... The Dan Sey- 
mours left Friday (29) for month 
on Cape Cod . .. Melville Ruick 
into “Door With No Name,” series 
replacing “Big Story” for Pall 
Mall . . . Jarmila Novotna, Metop 
star, appears on Janies Melton’s 
NBC stanza tomorrow (Thurs.) . . 
Aviation pioneer Jimmy Doolittle 
gitests on CBS’ “Celebrity Time” 
Sunday (8) with Vivian Blaine... 
Arthur Pine has inked TV fights 
to “Miss New York. City of 1952” 
contest .. . Ira H. Knaster has re- 
joined flackery of - Community 
Chests of America and is working 
on film and video material for the 
1951 fund campaign . .. Robe 
Colodzin, co-author of “Your Ca- 
reer in Television,” has joined 
Cecil & Presbrey as the agency’s 
TV production supervisor or 
Tintair shows .. . American Maga- 
zine’s July issue has article on 
WTTV, station in Bloomington, 
Ind., town with 28,000 population 

. . George and Gertrude Fass 
scripted opener on NBC's “Fire- 
side areee Theatre” last night 
(Tues.). 


Irving Fields’ trio guests on Du- 
Mont’s “Cavalcade of Stars” on 
Friday (6)... Lili Darvas featured 
on “The Clock” preem Friday (6) 
... Roger Sullivan added to ABC- 
TV’s “Date With Judy” cast... 
Jack Barry being seen on three 
Gotham stations one hour Tues- 
day eves, “Juvenile Jury” on NBC- 
TV and WOR-TYV and “Life Begins 
at 80” on ABC-TV ... Marcella 


.. Cisney, CBS-TV associate director, 


plays a columnist in the RKO pic, 
‘Hard, Fast and Beautiful” .. . 
Rosamond Vance set for two 


- YOUR GoodS.. 


calls." 


WJBK-**-DET 


THE STATION WITH A. MILLION 


rt| who ankled to becgme 


“American Inventory’ NBC-TV 
documentaries, July 8 and —_ S. 
In between she does singing lead 
in “Brigadoon” at Cape Cod Music 
Center, Buzzard’s Bay, Mass., July 
16-22 .. Infant son born recently to 
the Marlo Lewises (he’s CBS exec 
TV producer) home from the hos- 
pital belatedly, being delayed by 
premature birth and incubation. 


Neil Hamilton guests on CBS 
“Meet Your Cover Girl” Jv, 12.. 
NBC’s Pat Weaver and Ed iadden 
tossed a party for Rudy Vallee at 
“21” Monday (2), at which agencies 
were given a pitch on the crooner’s 
new daytime stanza... Les Litomy 
guests on “Celebrity Time” for the 
sixth time Sunday (8). 


Hollywood 

Clete Roberts, KLAC-TV news- 
caster, skied to Alaska to film 20 
telepix for his program ... Uni- 
versal- Recorders has added $60,- 
000 worth of equipment to service 
television . . . KFI-TV and AM 
general manager George Whitney 
back from trek at NBC conclave in 
N. Y. and NARTB session in Wash- 
ington . . . Edward Edison joins 
engineering staff at KLAC-TV ... 
Mikel Conrad and Clee Moore 
have feature roles in “Bed and 


1| Board,” comedy telepix toplining 


Charles Coburn and Spring Bying- 
ton, rolling at General Service 
studio . . . Tele-Que’s June survey 
puts Spade Cooley of KTLA at top 
audience preference rating; Milton 
Berle second and KTLA’s Thurs- 
day wresting third . . Dorothy 
Comingore and William Lester set 
for leads in “Handcuffed,” Frank 
Wisbat vidpic . . . Arkansas An- 
drews subs for Deoye O’Dell on 
KTLA while the oatunester vaca- 
tions in Texas... . Allegro rolls 
“The House of Ulysses,” telepic at 
Goldwyn studios July 16, with 


-| Pamela Blake in femme lead ... 


First annual sales ‘session of 
Snader Sales was held in Beverly 
Hills over the weekend. Snader 
has skedded 400 films with music 
names. plus 15-minute, half-hour 
and hour shows, all to be shot in 
color ... Bob Petkin is new pro- 
ducer of the Joe Graydon show at 
KLAC-TV, replacing Al Lapin, Jr., 
assistant in 
charge of teevee film productipn 
for Agency of Civilian fense of 
the Government ... Paul Parry 
Productions shooting “Poster 
Girl,” third in a series of 13 tele- 
pix, part of series tagged “Camera 
and Models in Action” .. . Robert 
Mann Productions is prepping 
series of half-hour vidpix comedies 
labeled “Boss pady for NBC. 
Mann is now in Gotham with pilot 
film. Series will be shot at n- 
eral Service . .. Buddy Cole joined 
KTLA’s staff, backstopping “Time 
for Beany,”’ in place of Korla 
Pandit, who ankled channel to ink 
with New World Productions. 


Ed ‘Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
Town” may not be with Coast 
‘viewers next fall. Lincoln-Mer- 
cury dealers here, who pay pro 
rata share of cost of the N. Y. 
show, are reported unhappy with 
the results and will look around 
for a local show. “Teast” com- 








ag 
pull on the Beliboy'’s weekend show for 
MUNTZ is well over one hundred 


petes with NBC's “Colgate 
Comedy” lineup Sunday night .. . 












and 
DUMONT Affiliate 
FRIENDS 


T WJBK-TV—e CBS 
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Notionat Sales Headquarters: 48 Madison Avenue, New York 22 
Eldorado 5-2455 
Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 


Donald of the Branch clinic ... 
Kay Mulvey’s “ 

be kinnied by K 
sale... KTSL is drop 
Ne 
Fiddle, 
sponsor 


sports expert; will share play-by- 
play chores on the telecast of the 
All Star baseball game next Tues- 
day with Jim Britt... Burr Till- 
.| strom, 


Beulah Zachary sail this week for 


KTSL 
ed Saturday in Santa 
to Dr. John Brown Mc- 


ormer, 


House” will 
for eastern 
ing the all- 
music show, “Chicks and a 
”” after ged telecasts. No 

rest. ‘ 





Chicago 
Jack Brickhouse, WGN-TV’s 


“Kukla, Fran & Ollie” 
masterminder, and KFO producer 


Europe on the Liberte .. . Chicago 
Hudson Dealers start bankrolling | 
WENR-TV’s Wednesday night wres- 
tling remotes tonight (Wed.). 
Show is gabbed by Wayne Griffin 
... WGN-TV program director Jay 
Faraghan in New York conferring 
with DuMont execs . . . First Na- 
tional Bank bows out as _ bank- 
roller on Clifton Utley’s ‘“Front- 
line Camera,” beamed Saturday 
nights on WNBQ .. . Gay Compton 
is back on WGN-TV’s “Pet Shop” 
after a bout with chicken pox... 
Cowboy warbler Roy Starkey has 
been pacted to a termer at WBKB. 
He debuted Monday (2) on a late 
afternoon strip ... “Magic Slate,” 
half-hour Sunday afternoon mop- 
pet-angled show bankrolled on 
alternate weeks by Derby Foods 
on NBC-TV, takes a hiatus after 
the July 8 frame . . . Bard Patton, 
producer Phil Patton’s youngster 
who plays Scampy The Clown on 
ABC-TV’s “Super Circus,” takes 
off next week for an outing at 
a Wisconsin boys’ camp .. . 
Muntz TV racked up earnings of 
$749,852 on sales totalling $27,- 
147,864 during fiscal year which 
ended March 31 .. . Ben Coyte | 
joins WBKB’s “Hit Spot” as reg- 
ular vocalist . . . Bill Vidas ankles 
Chi ABC to join the TV section 
of the Tweet Hogan talent agency 





London 


Richard Dimbleby on Friday (6) 
will be re-visiting old placés in the 
second birthday program of “Lon- 
don Town”... Lionel Brown’s 
“Square Pegs” is being directed by 
Kenneth Buckley tomorrow (5), 
with Jane Hylton and Derek Bond 
..Pilm stars Margaret Johnston, 
Robert Beatty and Beatrice Varley 
starred in yesterday’s (3) produc- 
tion of John Van Druten’s ““There’s 
Always Juliet”. Richard Sharp’s 
lay, “Where Love Is,” from a 
olstoy short story, is being adapt- 
ed for “Children’s Hour” next 
Thursday (12) by Nan Macdonald. 
Saturday’s (7) variety spot will 
be filled by “The Top Hat,” with 
Richard Murdoch, Roger Smith and 
Jacqueline Ricarde. . -Ex-Gaiety girl 
Ellaline Terriss “(Seymour Hicks’ 
widow) is being featured in the 


next “Personally Speaking” pro- 
gram Saturday (7).. George Bir- 
mingham’s novel, “The Search 


Party,” is being adapted as next 
Sunday’s (8) drama offering. with 
Douglas Allen g. Richard 
Leech and Ursula Howells, who 
have just returned from Broadway, 
have the leads. 





New Crosley Converter 
To Receive CBS Tint TV 
Gets N.Y. Demonstration 


Crosley Division of Avco Manu- 
facturing Corp. last week exhibited 
in N. Y. a converter to receive 
CBS colorcasts. Slave unit can be 
attached in a. few moments to 
Crosley TV receivers which have 
been turned out in the past 18 
months, but not designed for other 
firms’ tele sets. 


Officials said that the unii can 
be put into production “at any 
time there is a demand for it,” 
but were not specific about a 
starting date and added that price 
would depend on demand and other 
factors still undetermined. - 


While announcing that Crosley 
is ready to manufacture the con- 
verter when veyne production 
may be warranted, Crosley gen- 
eral-manager John W. Craig took 
a dim view of the Columbia tint 
system. He said, “The incompati- 
bility of the present commercial 
color system may weigh heavily 
against its. public acceptance,” 
since it.can’t be received in black- 
and-white on existing sets. 

He added that “an enormous 
amount of development is being 
done on an all-electronic compati- 
ble system’ and there is every 
probability «that it will emerge 
very soon.” He said Crosley, along 
with other outfits in the Radio- 
Television Manufacturers Assn., is 
working on phases ‘of an all-elec- 





to alleged ‘ 
pro-British “leanings.” 


Inside Stufi—Televisio 


Chicago 


Tribune, which frequently has turned its editorial attentio; 
slanting” on radio and television, carried a yarn Sunday (1) 
bylined by radio-TV editor Larry Wolters charging network video with 

Piece, reportedly written on direct commis. 
sion from Trib editor-publisher Col. Robert R. McCormick, claimeq 
that British propagandists are getting their “messages” planted in Ty 
plays and programs. Denials of the. charge by web officials were 
included -in the article. 


Earlier this year Wolters in his Trib column waged a campaign 





against NBC-TV’s “Who Said That?” in which it was charged that the 
quiz show panel was being loaded with pro-administration and anti. 
Robert Taft guests. 


dl 


Alfred Hitchcock, films’ ace mystery megger, is by no means ready 


for TV. The director, visiting in Philadelphia on behalf of his latest 


pic “Strangers on a Train,” was discussing the subject with Charles 
Vanda, former Hollywoodian now v.p. in charge of television at WCAY. 


TY. 
Hitchcock’s prime objection to the new medium is economic. 


One 


of the webs asked him to do a suspense series, to be budgeted at 


$28,000 per show, with each program to run approximately an hour. 


Jack Warner, Hitchcock said, goes for a budget of $1,500,000 for a 
single work of his which will run little more than 90 minutes. 





Novei xina or trailer is being adopted by WNBT, N. Y., at signof 


time every night. Instead of the usual cards with off-camera voice an. 
nouncing the next day’s programming, the station will have Mary Kay 


Stearns, getting ready for bed in a boudoir setting, gabbing on what 
she’s going to do tomorrow, the shows she'll watch, the stories, stars and 


sponsors, etc. 


She’ll be on cross-the-board. 


Mrs. Stearns is wife of NBC director John Stearns (they had their 


own show, “Mary Kay and Johnny”), whose idea the live trailer is. He 


says, “I’ve got tg be at the studio to pick Mary Kay up anyway, so I 


may as well direct the show, too.” 





Nose-counter C. E. Hooper has joined the American Television So. 
ciety’s cammittee on TV commercials, which is surveying practices and 
preferences of agencies and tele film producers. 

Other members of the group are Gene Reichert, G. M. Basford Co., 
chairman; Thomas J. Dunford, Transfilm, Inc.; John Freeze, Young & 


producer. . 


a 


Rubicam; G. David Gudebord, N. W. Ayer; and Leslie Roush, indie 





' | 
TV Reissues 
as Continued from page 35 
times before on other airers, with 
good response. ‘ 

TVA Plans Restrictio 
“Mama,” on CBS-TYV, has repeat- 
ed several of its earlier scripts. 
“Ford Theatre,” forced to postpone 
a production due to illness of star 
Margaret Sullavan, reused a kine 
nfade last fall. In that case, talent 
was paid another fee. Telévision 
Authority intends to establish re- 
strictions on the showing of a kine- 
scope in' any area where the pro- 
gram .was originfally carried, In 
the meanwhile, however, the webs 
can rescreen kines with written 
okay from TVA. 

Live talent union has been giving 
approval, provided thespers are 
paid full original fees. Example is 
“Tom Corbett,” for which Kellogg’s 
is rescreening kines of the ABC- 
TV shows on NBC-TV and paying 
the full fee. Sequences spread over 
eight quarter-hour telecasts on 
ABC-TV are being cut to one half- 
hour on NBC-TV, with live narra- 
tion bridging the oa 

Pabst, which during the summer 
is reshowing kines of bouts staged 
under its sponsorship in the past 
season, is also paying reuse fees 
to the leather-pushers. . Ratings on 
these repeats will be watched by 
networks and agencies to learn the 
pulling power of sports events 
where the outcome is known and 
the suspense nil. : 

Vidpix have been getting a fair 
amount of rehearsing, as General 
Mills’ “Lone Ranger,” which re- 
prised some early episodes last 
summer, or Crosby’s “Fireside The- 
atre” pix. New York Ford Dealers 
have just bought “Story Theatre,” 
a rescreening of old vidpix, for th 
WNBT local market. 









Others, however, feel that if a net- 
work that 1atergioed. aac an 
outside show to give it a on 
kine, there’s little sense in laying 
out the dough for thé audition. 
Some shows, of course, are sold 
without benefit of a kine. “Who’s 





TV for Sanka Monday (25), was 
sold to the sponsor by the agency, 
Young & Rubicam, by means of an 
audition tape, done in a radio stu- 
dio, with photos of the panél and 
ayes in action—as a substit 
or the kine. Later, after the seri 
was sold, an audition kine was pre- 
pared to shake out any bugs in the 
format. Series, incidentally, was 
yanked after one broadcast. 


Chicago—Fort Industry Co. has 
opened a Chi sales office headed 
by Reynold R. Kraft, who will re- 
port to Tom Harker, veepee-na- 
tional sales director in N. Y. Kraft 





CHI UNION BLAMES GOVT. 


IN TV SET MFG. LAYOFFS 


Television set sales im this area 


continued on the downgrade dur- 
ing May, according to the latest 
Electric Assn. tally. New set pur- 
chases during that month dropped 
to 9,929, compared to 25,148 dur- 
ing the same montlr last year. Sur- 
vey pegs the current receiver cir- 
culation at 930,399. 


The recent decline in set sales 


leas restilted if ‘the layoff of some 
13,000 workers in the .electronic 
field, according to the AFL Elec- 
trieal Workers union. Local 1,031 
last week dispatched a letter to 
President Truman blaming the lay- 
offs on governmental action. The 
union holds that the FCC-imposed 
freeze on new video stations, 
credit restrictions and lack of de- 
fense contracts in the Chicago area 
are causing the slacking off in pro- 
duction. bal 
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tronic compatible system method. 


formerly was with Paul H. Raymer 
and NBC, ; 
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‘Ask HOLLINGBERY 
ABC at Twin Falls, idaho 
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KTHS in Clear, 
Rivals Bow Out 


Washington, July 3. 
A three-way contest for the 50 
kw facilities on 1090 ke was sud- 
denly terminated last week when 
the second of the original appli- 


cants withdrew. in the midst. of | in 


hearings. The action left the field 
clear to KTHS in Hot Springs, 
Ark., now using the 1090 spot with 
10 kw daytime and 1 kw at night, 
which wants to move to Little Rock 
and operate on the same channel 
at maximum power fulltime. 

Hearings for the -facilities were 
peing held before Examiner Basil 
Cooper when the rival applicant, 
KGRH in Fayetteville, Ark., filed a 
petition requesting dismissal for the 
reason that “further prosecution of 
the application would be financially 
impractical.” The station said its 
conclusion .was “grounded on the 
greatly increased costs of equip- 
ment and construction, which have 
arisen since the filing of the appli- 
cation.” 

On the day preceding the with- 
drawal, Cooper had refused-to al- 
low a recess in the hearings after 
discovery of an error in the engi- 
neering data supplied by KGRH. 
The station’s consultant, George P. 
Adair, said the error was made by 
an engineer on his staff who is now 
on his honeymoon. Cooper gave 
permission to correct the error. 

KGRH, a 250-watter on 1450 ke, 
applied for the 1090 facilities only 
jJast Mareh. A _ third applicant, 
WNOE in New Orleans, which 
operates with 50 kw daytime and 5 
kw night on 1060 ke, dropped out 
just before the hearings began. 

KTHS, although without com- 
petition for the 50 kw facilities, 
still has some hurdles to surmount. 
Important questions must be re- 
solved before the 1090 ke channel 
can be used in Little Rock on high 
power. These invelve determina- 
tions of possible overlap between 
Little Rock and the service area 
covered by the 50 kw KWKH-in 
Shreveport, La, both. headed by 
John D. Ewing. 

Other problem concerns inter- 
ference which might-result to other 
stations and possible conflict. with 
use of the channel by countries 
party to the North American Re- 
gional Broadcast Agreement. 





Kansas City—Ken Parsons moves 
up to newly-created post of associ- 
ate farm director at BC-KFRM. 
He has been assistant farm director 
since he joined Midland Broad- 
casting about four years ago. 
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ANCHOR HOCKING'S 
BROADWAY OPEN HOUSE 


NBC-TV—1Il P.M, TUES-THURS-FRI 





Direction: M. ¢. A. 






APARTMENTS 
For Exclusive Tenants 


Fin 
3 : 
As 
Fat 
Fitrlt 


FOR RENT 
STUDIO - OFFICE 


Attractive; 








tinue to set up shop. in Gotham. 


Further, Weaver is making allow- 
ances for each of the Coast-berthe 
comics to do perhaps two shows 
out of New York each season, time 
and situation to correspond. with 
nitery, vaude or other commit- 
ments which will find them travel- 


g. 

Such TV personalities as Beat- 
rice Lillie, Olsen & Johnson (who 
have a new deal with NBC) and 
Tony Martin, who have made 
sporadic “Comedy Hour” appear- 
ances,” will do their shows either 
out of Hollywood or N. Y., de- 
pending on their other commit- 
ments. 

Shift of the comics to Holly- 
wood will ease network tension in 
relation to the studio space situa- 
tion, for the rehearsal time re- 
quired in these full-hour extrava- 
ganas has created a serious bottle- 
neck. and shunting of other shows 
te empty lofts and even remote 
areas in New York. 

Thus the TV situation will paral- 
lel that of’ radio some years back, 
when the lure of films, climate 


and general. living conditions gave 
Hollywood No. 1 ranking on top 
AM-originating programs. 





Western Reserve 


Continued from page 32 


resumed in the fal: and WEWS 
will offer two college courses _car- 
rying full credit. One course will 
be psychology; the other will be 
announced later. 

Added Leathem: “Produced on 
this quality basis, Western Reserve 
TV programs will always find a 
place on commercial TV channels 
and would be entirely eapable of 
securing sponsors. 

“What we need is not a TV sta- 
tion, but a TV. studio, which might 
be connected to the commercial 
transmission facilities. This would 
give us greater opportunity to re- 
hearse and perfect Reserve produc- 
tions.” 

Reserve’s interest in. TV dates 
back to 1942, when the University 
sent a group of students te WRGB 
for experience. WRU also produced 
this area’s first studio shoW on 
WEWS in 1947. 

The University is offering both 
graduate and undergraduate TV 
courses. 


Fort Industry 


Continued from page 33 
community to see that its viewers 


taste. 
“We definitely object to specific 
scenes now carried on television, 
such as certain types of 
excessive drinking, over-exposure 
in attire, indications of lust, ‘“out- 
of-this-world” stuff like vampires, 
certain bedroom scenes, and similar 
violations of good taste. After all, 
our medium goes into the hdme, 
and we have a definite bil- 
ity to the community,” he 







a plurality to the 

Guild, but no one union gained 
a majority. A runoff election, be- 
tween the newspaper union and 


“no 











gave a majority to 


“no : union.” 
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Salt Lake City Radio 
Biz on Steady Upping; 
Video Seen as Factor 


Salt Lake City, July 3. 
General picture of local radio biz 


shows a definite rise over last year, 


with four out of five stations re- 
porting things on the upgrade, and 
one not available for comment. 

KSL, CBS outlet, rates the first 
quarter of 1951 13% over last year, 
for local biz. .Frank B. McLatchy, 
sales manager, lays the increase to 
station’s upped audiences. Accord- 
ing to surveys, KSL now rates tops 
in every rated period, and jumped 
listening 55% in mornings, 64% 
in afternoons and 1% in evenings, 
over pre-TV days. 


As a result of hypoed listening, 
station raised its daytime ‘rates 
10% to 20%, starting June 1. 


F. John Schile, KUTA sales 
manager, says this ABC station is 
22% over 1950, and the Rocky 
Mountain Broadcasting System, an 
1l-station web, operating in four 
states, is showing a juicy 100% 
rise. This can partly be explained 
by the addition of two new outlets, 
and the fact that the net is just two 
years old. 


KALL, Mutual affiliate, is show- 
ing a 10% improvement this year, 
according to Thomas A. Anderson, 
station sales manager. 


KDYL’s prexy, S.’S. Fox, wasn’t 
available for comment on his NBC 
station’s situation. 


City’s only indie, KNAK; had no 
exact figures for this year, but 
Richard Connor, station manager, 
says 1950 was 942% over previous 
year, and this year seems to be 
more than holding its own. 


Consensus among all KSL exees 
is that the rosy outlook is the 
result of harder scratching by time 
salesman. Market has grown more 
competitive with TV entering the 
picture, and the boys are on the 
street more than previously. They 
now grab off sponsors who were 
never snagged before.  Schile 
thinks he’s getting some runoff 
gravy from TV. Dealers who tried 
video, and found the bite too heavy, 
are now turning to AM. This, he 
says, is particularly true of auto 
dealers away from central markets, 
who complain that TV does them 
no good on a co-op basis, when 
they’re off in the sticks. 

Other heavy contributors to the 
revenue are appliance dealers, fur- 
niture stores and auto outlets. 
They’ve been running heavy inven- 
tories and meeting buyer re- 
sistance, so they’ve taken to the 
air to get new life into sales. 
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tion rep outfit, has appointed 
M to ts new 
ern loca here. Until re- 
cently M was manager of 
KWEM, West Ark., and 


before that he was director of ra- 
dio and tele for Lake-Spiro-Shur- 
man, southern ad agency. 





Seattle—KING, indie station 
here, has grabbed 26-week contract 
for broadcast of “Standard School 
Broadcast” of Standard Oil Co. of 
California. Marks first time long 
time school program has been on 
an indie station here. 





Kansas City — Frank Wizarde 
has joined the staff of KMBC, and 
takes over a spot in the Brush 
Creek Follies, western and hillbilly 
Saturday night session. For several 
years Wizarde was a staff member 
at rival station, WHB, where he 
handled m.c. and-disk jockey stints. 





Memphis—George Mooney, w.k. 
Memphis sportscaster and former 
commercial skipper of WHHM, lo- 
cal all-night indie here, has moved 
| over to WMCT and WMC sales and 
sports. Henry Slavick, g.m. of the 
Scripps-Howard TV and AM oper- 
ations here, announced the appoint- 
ment of Mooney to his staff. 





Schenectady—WRGB will begin 
Thursday (5) an hour’s origina- 
tion from the Saratoga Raceway 
(trotting). under sponsorship of 
Genesee Beer and Saratoga Vichy. 
Bill Carpenter will handle inter- 
views; Roy Shudt will call races. 
Gordon Tuell is to be the producer. 





Columbus—Mary L. (Jo) Weav- 
er named women’s director of 
WVKO, lone independent FM sta- 
tion here, replacing Jeanne Way- 
land, member of station staff since 
it went on the air two and a half 
years ago. Miss’ Weaver former- 
ly did a disk jockey stint in west- 
ern Fiorica and was assistant pro- 

vee Pg as of WFTL, Ft. Lau- 

e e. ' 





Pittsburgh—Engineer Ed Wein- 
heimer has left WCAE to do re- 
search work for Uncle Sam and is 
being ‘replaced by Dick Noullet, 
from WLOA in_ Braddock... 
Henry DaBecco, WJAS announcer, 
interviewed Harry Martin, presi- 
dent of American 
Guild, on the CBS program, “Cross 
Section USA,” during the Guild 
convention here ... Ted Kenny, 
chief engineer at KDKA, just 
celebrated his 25 anni with West- 

use station . ... Lieut. Don 

1, former WCAE announcer re- 
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; recalled to active service 
and then 

Field, L, I., is enroute. to England 
een Cee aan eee #8 

ursday Se hy ad o 

chatter A. —™ by Charles F. 
Danver, Post-Gazett columnist, has 
faded for the summer. It'll go 
back in the fall under same spon- 
sorship, Peoples First bank. 





Cincinnati—Jack Palmer, for- 
merly with Pacific Broadcasting 
Corp. as a sales exee in Centralia 
and Raymond, Wash., has joined 
the WKRC-TV sales staff, headed 
by Don Chapin. Station also added 
Bud Chase, announcer and disk 
jockey, previously with WBBM, 
Chicago, and outlets in Wisconsin, 
Indiana and Ohio. Bob Jones, an- 
nouncer, switched from WKRC to 
WKRC-TY. 


Baltimore — Tom Tinsley presi- 
dent, and Robt. C. Embry, v.p., of 
WITH, announce promotion this 
week of Richard Rudolph to post 
of general sales manager, and 
George Schaeffer, to local sales 
manager, Charles Tracy, formerly 
with Muzak; has been..added to 
sales staff. 








Los Angeles — Harold Lindley 
for the past six years manager of 
the Headley-Reed Co. Hollywood 
office, has switched to H-R Rep- 
resentatives ag veepee and L.A. 
manager. H-R rep outfit. was form- 
ed a year ago by the former name- 
sakes of Headley-Reed: Dorothy 
Lorusso Dubnow, Lindley’s as- 
sistant, is also moving over. 





U. of Detroit Grid Sponsor 
Detroit, July 3. 

For the second consecutive year, 

broadcasts of the complete 1951 

University of . Detroit football 

schedule has been. awarded to 

WJBK under sponsorship of the 

ee Dealers of Greater De- 
oit. 


Station is entering its sixth year 


as outlet for broadcasts of the <_ | 


games. 





KXOK-N. D. Pact 
St. Louis, July 3. 
KXOK, the local ABC outlet has 
inked a pact to air all Notre Dame 
diron contests next fall and two 
ocal bankroliers have been found. 
The broadcasts will be exc‘usive 
in St. Louis. 
Sponsorship of the nine-game 
sked will be 7 General Electric 
and General Electric tog 
Dealers in the Greater Louis 
area. 
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8,0, Upbeat in Hotel Rooms, Jazz Spots 


Cues Rising Demand for Small Combos 





Despite offish biz experienced +— 


by dancehall promoters around the’ 
country, cocktail lounge, hotel and 
jazz room operators are noting a 
definite upbeat in cash spenders | 
and are besieging the New York 
agencies for small combos to hypo 
their entertainment policy. Here- 
tofore worried about the 20% en- 
tertainment tax, the small room 
promoters have been limiting their 
musical entertainment to instru- 
mental groups and jukeboxes only, 
but they now claim that the added 
20% won't hurt biz if they can 
dish out a unit that has top: music 
and song values. Agency men as- 
sert that the biggest demand is 
for instrumental comedy trios 
which can be booked solidly for 
52 weeks a year. 

Although the unit’s weekly pay 
check seldom hits top figures, 
agencies feel that the attraction of 
steady year-round employment 
will lure many youngsters into es- 
tablishing such — groups. Since 
there is a current paucity of units 
that can combine comedy, song and 
music, agencies are beginning to 
hold weekly auditions to uncover 
new cocktail unit attractions. Pro- 
moters have become so desperate 
for these groups, agency men re- 
veal, that generally a brief phone 
call describing the unit’s qualifi- 
cations sells the unit. 

Some of the established combos 
such as the Redheads, the Vage- 
bonds, the Merry Notes, the Tune 
Timers, the Page Cavanaugh Trio, 
and the Frank Petty Trio, have 
developed into high-priced attrac- 
tions without the benefit of air 
time or hit recordings. The Vaga- 
bonds and the Tune Timers have 
even gone so far as to open their 
own spots. The former now op- 
erate Vagabonds, Miami Beach, 
and the latter run Guido’s in 
Long Island. 

Along with the demand for com- 
bos small room operators are in- 
cluding requests for femme or- 
ganists and piano vocalists. Jaz 
room operators are also beginning 
to cash in on such Dixieland units 
as Pee Wee Hunt, Bud Freeman, 
Red Allen, Max Kaminsky and 
Wingy Manone. . 


‘Oil and Music Don’t Mix’ 
So Paul Barry Gets Sack |122¢- 
As Morris’ Pro Manager 


Paul Barry, general professional 
manager of E. H. Morris Music, 
was discharged from his post Fri- 
day (29). Decision to drop Barry 
stemmed from pubbery’s discon- 
tent over Barry’s involvement in 
Texas oil interests. A spokesman 
for the company said that oil and 
music don’t mix. 

Barry, it was understood, had 
joined an oil investing syndicate 
which includes such music biz 
names as deejay - Martin ‘Block, 
bandleader Tommy Dorsey, per- 
sonal manager Bullets ray and 
Frank Dailey, proprietor. of a, 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 
Although the well has not yet 
“come in,” Morris heads claimed 





Kornhe firm’s veepee-general 
manager, to the Coast Mon- 
day (2) confabs with , 
Morris, firm wreck Naming of 


Barry’s replacement is expected on 
his return. 

In another recent move within 
the Morris setup, Jack Lee was 
named to take hn Meridian Mu- 





sic, the pubbery’s few Broadcast 
Musie Inc., affiliate. 
Beals Kay’s RCAer 


Vet songstress Beatrice Kay has 
been inked by RCA Victor to do 
one album. It’s a one-shot deal. 

Miss Kay formerly recorded for 
Columbia peaned, 


——- 





Gabriel’s Horn 
Hollywood, July 3. 

Music is music, regardless of 
the occasion, AFM local 47 
ruled. 

As a result, organists and 
trumpeters who play for funer- 
als will henceforth receive a 
minimum of $10 for not more 
than an hour’s. work at the 
services. Scale also provides 
for an additional $2 if the mu- 
sician is assigned to the ceme- 
md as well as the funeral par- 
or. 


Record Retailers 
Price Cuts Spread 
Into Hinterland 


Price-cutting by disk retailers, 
which heretofore has been confined 
to a few large cities, is now spread- 
ing into the hinterland, to become 
the biggest headache of the major 
companies. A top sales exec of one 
major said “we'll have ta lick it 
one way or another, if the business 
is to proceed in a healthy man- 
ner.” One company, Columbia Rec- 
ords, was beaten in trying-to fight 
the discount practice in the courts, 
but is still taking the lead in fight- 
ing price-cutting via realignments 
in its distrib setup. 

Drastic discounts on long-play 
disks have filtered into the hinter- 
lands via a flock of majl-order 
houses, who have forced the small- 
town retailers to adopt similar 
measures. This has been particu- 
larly eyident in college towns 
where longhair long-play platters 
— been getting a good accept- 


Although the 
been the benefactor from the price 





wholesale price is unaffected, in- 
dustry toppers “are generally sour 
on the Lat- 
ter, it’s contended, can 
a Mg Scns -lived m, 
permanent to e 
neighborhood retailer who is the 
RS TEnaS SE ee She: beet 
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HIT 314-000, 000 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is heading 
for a peak income this year, with 
the e for the first portion of 
1951 affeady substantially ahead .of 
income figures for last year, when 
the revenue reached $12,000,000. 

ASCAP may possibly reath $14,- 
000,000 or more this year, if the 
current pace is maintained. Sur- 
prising aspect of the Society's op- 
eration is that perférmance fees 
from radio are still climbing up- 
wards despite inroads made by 
video. Payments from indie out- 
lets and networks, which amounted 
to about $8,000,000 last year, are 
currently running ahead of 1950’s 
pace by some 10%. 


Greatest jump in ASCAP’s take, 
however, will come from video. 
Television, which shelled out about 
$1,000,000 to ASCAP last year, is 
a cinch to double its fees this year, 
according to the initial returns, and 
may even triple or quadruple the 
$1,000,000 figure if the present rate 
of expansion continues. 


Similar to last year, the take 
from radio and TV will account 
for the predominant slice of 
ASCAP income. The revenue from 


Columbia Picts 
Dickers for Mills 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Jonie Taps, Columbia Pictures 
musical director, is dickering with 
Irving Mills, vice-prexy of Mills 
Music, on a buyout of the music 
firm by the film company. Mills 
execs are reportedly showing in- 
terest in: offers for their firm, but 
no commitments have been made 
as yet. Several times in the past 
the Mills brothers, Jack and Irvine, 





manufacturer has‘ had also considered selling out to 


prospective buyers without any- 


happening. 
Reported price tags in the cur- 
rent negotiations have ranged from 
$2,500,000 to’ 


to get back into A grey 
business, plus Columbia’s interest 
in 2 ee a catalog for —. 
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Jack Mille, Mills prexy, 
Geen al for Euro ole ae 22 on the 
n return on 

lle de ae Aug. 31. 
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LOVELIEST‘NIGHT OF THE YEAR (2) (Robbins).......... ! 


ROSE, ROSE I LOVE YOU (3) (Chappell).<........ 
SOUND OFF (7) (Shapiro-B)........: ete 


UNLESS (2) (Bourne)..... 
10. MY TRULY, TRULY FAIR (1) (Santly-J) _...... see cae 


MOCKIN’ BIRD HILL (15) (Seuthern) 


OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE (4) (Warock). eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 
BE MY LOVE (21) (Miller).... 


PRETTY EYED BABY (Pickwick)....... stceebeepseedeee senses. ) 


LSP... 1 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines. "oto 


TOO YOUNG (11) WJefferson).. 


ee erereaseeseeeeeseseeeeseees ? 


"se ee Pee ener ewe eee eeeeeeeeaeeeeee 


ON TOP OF OLD SMOKY (10) (Folk-W).. ; 


eeeeeeeee ee eoaeeee ? 


HOW HIGH THE MOON (12) (Chappell)... .........0..<+0-- 
MR. AND MISSISSIPPI (2) (Shapiro-B) } 


ee Bie ital), late alee | 


eeeeene 


eee eee eesrareweres 


eee ee ee eee eseeee Reese eeeeeee 


Rata ai 


see eve eeereee eee ee emer ee 


eee ewe eeee eeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeere 


SPARROW IN THE. TREE TOP (14) as: oe 


I LIKE THE WIDE OPEN SPACES (Meridian) .. 
I APOLOGIZE (6) (Crawford).. 


IF (17) (Shapiro-B)............ 


eer aeeev ee eee eeerte 


eee eee ee ee) eeeeeeereeeeeeeee 


) 


COP TEL OES OH OSS HE Oe Seeweteeeeere 
. 


YOU AND I WERE YOUNG MAGGIE BLUES (2) oe 


THE SYNCOPATED CLOCK (llls)................. wiamaoiie ila 
BEAUTIFUL BROWN EYES (5) (American). 
NEVER BEEN (Paxton)... 


[sera 1, penanthnegs, jasthaste eumnben in: tasehes wend. ne iii te ek 


aaa aah aaas 











McHugh’s Night 
Hollywood, July 3. 

A special “Jimmy McHugh 
Night” has been scheduled at the 
Hollywood Bowl for Aug. 11. An 
orchestra of 100 men will play a 
program of McHugh songs in con- 
junction with an 85-person choir 
and top name vocalists. 

The vet songwriter will be fea- 
tured as a piano soloist. 


Warners Seen 
Stayg in The 
Music Business 


Countering persistent reports in 
the trade of an early sellout to one 
or another financial syndicate, the 





wrap-up of the renewal rights from 


catalog is seen further buttressing 
the -WB decision to stay in the 


music business. Herman Starr, WB 
vice-prexy over the M Pub- 
lishers Holding Corp., also flatly 
denied that the company’s music 
holdings were up for sale. 

Starr said that while the War- 
nefs were liquidating a few of their 
theatres and selling numerous un- 
produced scripts to television, that 
didn’t mean that the company as 
such was on the block. With re- 
gard to MPHC,. Starr said there 
was absolutely nothing to the ru- 
mors about a-change of hands. 

Starr also categorically denied 
that there was any danger that the 
reports of an impending sale of 
MPHC had affected the obtaining 
of renewal rights from the top 
songwriters and estates represent- 
ed in its catalogs. He asserted that 
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4 Nat “King” Cole ikea 1 
Richard Hayes ....... hell 
ee Tae 30> -7 COs 
ee cd Be PRT saline 7 io: Decca 2 
Vaughn Monroe ........ Victor 
Les Paul-Mary Ford Capitol 
Pett: Page: cs 2 a3; Mercu 
Bay 5 iss deseid Victor 
Mario Lanza ..... cess. Viet 
Helen O'Connell .......Capitol 
Frankie Laine.........Mereury 
Vaughn Monroe ......... Victor 


Eddie Fisher ............ Victor 
Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 


sg Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
ic Damone .......... Mercury 


Les Paul-Mary Ford 


t 

... Capitol : 
Patti Page ee ieiites Mercury 
Vaughn Monroe '......... Victor 
Victor 
Bl TVMOO Sos aes. ce Mercury 
To Stafford-Frankie Laine . Col. 


Gu, Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
Bing Crosby-Andrews Sis Decca 


A. Godfrey-L Anders. .Columbia 


Billy Eckstine .......... MGM 
Perry Come bao he Oe 
Billy Eckstine .......... on 
Bing-Gary Crosby ....... 

Mag Whiting-Jim Wakely. Conbat 


Sas Sa Decca 
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Warner Bros. music combine’s |. 


the most’ important sections of its | 





mest, Sore at Industry Brash 
Forming New Setup; 100 Cleffer's Jom 


A new organization of tune- 
smiths, which has been shaping up 
for the past couple of months as 
an expression of discontent with 
the present industry setup, is due 
to be formally announced late this 
week. New outfit will be called 
the League of American Song- 


writers and will operate partially 
as a guild, a public-relations body 
and a sounding board for writers’ 
opinions dn Government legisia- 
tion affecting the music business. 

Formation of the League is the 
result of a crystalization among a 
group of cleffers that they weren't 
getting a fair shake in this era of 
mechanized music. Exactly what 
the League intends to do about 
the situation hasn't been precisely 
formulated. A spokesman for the 
group, however, declared that it 
would try to accomplish what ex- 
isting organizations, such as the 
Songwriters Protective Assn. and 
the American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers, have 
not done. The program, while 
still vague, is expected to be 
drawn more specifically later. 

Anti-BMI Orientation 

Steering committee for the 
League, estimated to run about 
100 writers, has been drawn from 
a group of 14 songwriters, who 
were involved in a. suit against 
the broadcasters back in 1941 
when Broadcast Music, Inc, first 
appeared on the scene, The new 
outfit is virtually certain to have 
an anti-BMI orientation in view of 
its leadership, all of whom are 
ASCAP, members. Invelved in the 
1941 suit were Allan Flynn, Frank 
Madden, Al Lewis, Ernie Burnett, 
Nelson Cogane, Jean Schwartz, 
Stanley Adams, Paul Cunningham, 
Sammy Mysels, Guy B. Wood, 
Larry Stock and.the late Vincent 
Rose, Ira Schuster and» George 
Whiting. 

Counsel for the League is 
Robert Daru, of the law firm of 
Daru, Vischi & Winter. Daru, 
who handled the original action 
against the broadcasters in 1941, 
agreed to act for the new outfit if 
it mustered at least 100 writers 
or a>group of cleffers who repre- 
sented in toto $1,000,000 in annual 
income. . 

Guild status of the League is 


the possibility of the League’s run- 
ning into competition with SPA, 
which is also limited to songwriter 
membership. 

At an eo membership meet- 
ing, it’s planned to set up a series 
of committees within the League. 
Each committee will handle such 


business as levislature contacting, 


cooperation with the Dept. of Jus- 
tice and Federal Trade Commis- 
sion, building up of public _rela- 
tigns and the holding of ublic dis- 
cussion meetines to general 
cleffer 


7 
Ross Gen’l Prof. Mer. 
es 

For J. J. Robbins; New 

In a further move to hypo his 
firm’s activity mag making Ed- 
ward Kassner his partner, Jack 
Robbins has put on Charles Ross 

as general professional manager of 
, J. Robbins & Sons Music. At 
the same time, the Robbins-Kass- 
ner subsid, Consolidated Music, 
will act as selling agent for Ross’ 
firms, Ross Music and Town & 
Country, which will continue to 
operate. 

Immediately after the céuctuplon 
of the Robbins-Kassner dea, the 
partners were trying to line up 
firms for which Consolidated could 
act as selling agents. Deal has al- 
ready been a with Ben Bloom 


with "Mray Wisell Afase and 


— ith era Wi a 


several important Duke Ellington 
copyrights. 
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By HERM SCHOENFELD | 

Gimmicks are still running wild 
in the pop record business. Play- 
ing for those hits out of left-field, 
artists-and-repertory. braintrusters 
are still swinging away with mere- 
tricious tunes, freak talent com- 
binations. and an assortment of 
electronic strategems ranging from 
multiple-voice dubbings to echo 
chamber effects. The “gimmick 
phase” has been chronic in the in- 
dustry now for over a year, and 
recently has been reaching epi- 
demic proportions. Maybe it’s 
been brought about by the lack of 


the solid tunes or the flop of 
worthwhile numbers in an unpre- 
dictable market. Whatever the 
reason, the gimmick, as a _ substi- 
tute for talent or imagination, can’t 
stand up for long in any field of 
show business. 


Latest stunt is RCA _ Victor’s 
pairing of Ezio Pinza, basso with 


a Metopera-“South Pacific” legit |- 


background, and the Sons of the 
Pioneers, a western vocal group, 
on a couple of prairie-styled num- 
bers. This teamup is as improba- 
ble a gag as Gene Autry singing 
“Vesti La Giubba,” only it’s hap- 
pened. Actually, the top side of 
the Victor Disk, “The Wind Is A 
Woman,” is a dramatic opus which 
Pinza handles effectively in legiti- 
mate style, although his foreign 








: accent gets in the way of the lyric. 


The bottom deck is something else 
again. “The Little Ol’ State .of 
Texas” is one of those synthetic 
items on which Pifiza’s ponderous 
pipes sounds like a parody of the 
overatic style. It’s not likely that 
this disk will dent either the Mario 
T.anza or folk markets, but it turn 
into a collector’s item, similar to 
the recent Victor pairing of Jimmy 
Murevte and Helen Traubel on a 
convle of rinky-tink. tunes. 


The current. vursuit of novelty 


\fs also seen in the diskers’ scram- 


hie to cover “Come -On-A My 
House.” the Armenian-flavored folk 
+une by William Sarovan and Ross 
Raedasarian. It could be another 
“Bei Mir Bist Du Schein,” with 
Roxcemary Cloonev’s cut for Col- 
umbia way out in front. Kay Starr 
has a bright razz-ma-tazz slice for 
Canito! and Louts Prima socks it 
over with an Italo-accented ver- 
sion on the Robin Hood label. Dis- 
appointing. however, is Ella Fitz- 
wxerald’s sviritless workover of the 
tune for Decca. 

Bing Crosby-Jane Wyman: “In 
the Cool, Cool Cool Of The Eve- 
ning.”-“Misto. Cristofo Colombo” 
(Decca). Two cute rhythm items 
from the Paramount pic, “Here 
Comes The Groom.” Crosby and 
Jane Wyman, the film’s stars, team 
neatly and give these sides good 
chances. “Evening” is a more 


likely pop click, the duet working 
over the clever lyrics in casual 
bounce style. 


Jo Stafford and 


* COME ON-A MY HOUSE (Duchess) — Bill- 
board gives the Rosemary Clooney (Col. 
version a resounding 


*PICK,* 


citing it as "an exciting performance 
«+erousing, live sound...a sock item." 
Cash Box headlines it "Sleeper of the 
Week” and says, "just about the hest side 


turned out." 


Variety hails it “one of the brightest 
novelties in recent months." Co-authored 
by William Saroyan, tune was started off 


(King 14001) whose version 


is equally flavorful. Other topreleases 


5671) and 


zeeeeke® 


* | WISH | HAD NEVER SEEN SUNSHINE (Peer) — 
A strong "excellent" rating is given by 


Billboard to Les and Mary Paul (Cap. 
1592) for “a sock follow-up disking to 


ditty that has what it takes. 


Could be a big 


‘oe. 7% ’ 


1 LOVE THE SUNSHINE OF YOUR SMILE (John- 


"sunshine" 
Four 
1587) and Merv Griffin 


(Vic. 20-4181) Should rise with this numq 


“en ee & 


GIVE ME A GIRL AND A WALTZ (And 4 Barrel 
of Beer, Beer, Bé@r) (Regeént)—A light- 


hearted, nostalgic waltz that may catch 


Released to date by 


Norby and Gilly (Col. 12542) and Lawrence 


_ &£ & & 


t ROSE OF THE MOUNTAIN (Hill & Range) — 
Rosemary Clooney (Col. 39467) rates an 


Billboard. Review 


claims, “Trush and small combo get off a 
fetching hillbilly, with yodel effects 


Lopella Rob- 


(Cap. 1559) version 


z«*e*ee 


EVEN AS YOU AND | (Spitzer)—Ella Fitz- 


BILLBOARD 
“PICK” 
39467) 
Rosemary Clooney has 
by Kay Armen 
are by Richard Hayes (Mer. 
Louis Prima (Robin Hood 111). 
“EXCELLENT” 
the team's previous hits. 
one." 
RISING * 
DITTY stone - Montei) — Another 
Knights (Cap. 
ber. . 
PLEASING 
WALTZ * 
public , fancy. 
Georgie's Tavern Band (Dec. 
Duchow (Vic. 25-1199). 
FETCHING 
TUNE 
"excellent" from 
and double-dubbed vocal." 
ertson-Wanderers 
commands attention. 
TOP 
RATE * 


gerald and the Sy Oliver Orch. 


(Dec. 


27634) come through with a slow ballad in 
‘ top-rate style, well suited to deejays 
and ops. Billboard lists it inthe "good" 


category. 


BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 





45152), 4 


-|.Both tunes are fromfm the 


. wilt 
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Survey of retail sheet music i. ‘ 
sales, based on reports obtained 8 8 
from leading stores in 12 cities . 3 é 3 3 
and showing comparative sales Py 3) 3 é 3 T 
rating for this and last week. a si ey r g Zieis E # 8 1] 
Sie if) eo Si SIR i siule? T 
Sie; eis . aig ic. by E g| A 
, : Shige is Pi sle (sisi a] gs) © 
Nations Week Ending = al eiz # | Ei aig|olz)g/*® Ps 
Rating # SlSia | SiS 5/2 Tisiziscse 
June 30 Sisigigis gigigigitigial i 
This Last Bis 3 3 Sis isgisizia F T 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher 216 3 eiztialals!d 3 ziols 
1 1 “Too Young” (Jefferson)..... Pere wer: teen “ae, ee: ee 2 ae Cares lo @& 2308 
2 3 “On Top of Old Smoky” (Folk-W). 4 2 1 41 2 2 5... 37 2 ee ee 
3 5 “Loveliest Night Year” (Robbins) 2 °3 $3 8 4 4 4 3 «5 4 21 «8 8 
4 2 “Mockin’ Bird Hill” (Southern)... 3 5 2 3 #3 .. #1 22 «8 3 10° % 
5 4 “How High the Moon” (Chappell) 6 6 5 4 6 3 3 4 .. 3 59 
6 6. “Mr. and Mississippi” (Shapiro-B)- 8.4 6 5 5 6 6... 6 §5 9 56 
7 8 “My Truly, Truly Fair” (Santly-J). 7 .. 7° 9 10 5 ik a ean: te 
8 7 “Jezebel” (Broadcast)............ aoe, Ce we ae 8 Beeaey ie y eae ee 
9 12 “Unless” (Bourne)...........-... i 3 @ ei 6 8 10 
10A 9 “It Is No Secret” (Duchess)....... | et ee 8 7 ‘3 
10B .. “Rose, I Love You” (Chappell)... .. .. 8 . 8 5§ 
li il “May Lord Bless You” (Pickwick)... ..... 6 7 
12A .. “Because of You” (Broadcast).... 5 Bi 
12B 10 “I Apologize” (Crawford)......... ee eae 
13 9 “Syncopated Clock” (Mills)....... 9 10 10 








Frankie Laine also belt this tune 
strongly for Columbia. On the 
Decca flip, “Colombo” makes snap- 
py special material coupling. Also 
from “Here Comes The room,” 
Crosby solos two mediocre pop 
items, “Bonne Nuit” and “Your 
Own Little House.” 


Richard Tucker: “Good Luck, 
Good Health, God Bless You”-"“My 
Humble Heart” (Columbia). Co- 
lumbia has been trying to emulate 
the Marie Lanza click with Rich- 
ard Tucker in the pop field. But 
Tucker doesn’t have the schmaltzy 
attack characteristic of Lanza 
These sides sound a bit cold, Tuck- 
er handling them more like art 
songs than pop ballads. Either side 
might make the grade with a dif- 
ferent treatment. 

Jane Powell: “L’Amours Tou- 
jours”’—“We Never Talk Much” 
(M-G-M). Miss Powell's light 
operatic pipes registers ingratia- 
tingly on wax, although neither of 
these tunes are calculated to stir 
much excitement. “L’Amours Tou- 


and “Talk Much” is a cute Pop 

~ ly bounced by Miss Powe 
fine backing by the Jud Con- 

fe Singers and Dave Rose orch. 


Metro 
Young and Pretty.” 
e er: Tl Hold You In 
My Heart”—‘“I Heard A Song’ 
(Victor). Eddie Fisher, who was 
inducted into the U. S. Army after 
clicking on a _— of disks, is 
presented here an uneven 
coupling. “Heart” 1 is a trite ballad 
with which Fisher can’t do much. 


pic, “ 


ee, Maes Winterhalter 0 


Sa Vaughan: “Vanity”—“My 
Reverie” (Columbia). Although one 
of the top stylists in the business, 
Miss Vaughan has not come 
through: with a-big hit for some 
months. She has Menke? a chances, 
however, on “ ty,” one of the 
better ballads ronan in circula- 
tion.’ She sells it her usual 
tricky legato vocal, but without 
some of the stylistic exaggerations 
she sometimes affects. er work- 
over ef “My Réverie,” the Larry 
Clinton standard based on a De 
bussy melody, is also standout. 


: Album Reviews 


Kathryn va Gardner- 
Howard Koleree: & Gower 
Cham pion-William W ar field: 
“Show Boat” (M-G-M). From the 
soundtrack of Metro’s remake of 
“Show. Boat,” M-G-M has pack- 
aged a set that can’t miss the top 
bestseller spot. The incomparable 
score by Jerome. Kern and Oscar 
Hammerstein 24, is beautifully de- 
livered by Miss K. Grayson and H. 
Keel on ‘such ‘turieés as “Make Be- 
lieve,” “You Are | Loved” and “Why 
Do I Love You.” Ava Gardner, in 
the Helen Morgan role; is good, 
surprisingly so, on the torch num- 
bers; “Bill” and “Can't Help: Lovin’ | 
Dat Man.” High spot of the disk 
is William Warfield’s restrained 
and moving rendition of “Ol’ Man 
River.”. Marge & Gower piweend 
ant on “Life Upon The icked 
Stage” and “I Might Fall Back On 
You.” Adolph Deutsch batons the 


{| pion, the hoofing team, ‘are 








studio orch. . 


jours” is a pleasing lilting ballad |. 


“+Menotti’s 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending June 23) 
London, June 25. 
Mockin’ Bird Hill . Southern 
With These Hands... .Dreyer 
Be My Love F-D & 8. 
‘ My Resistance Is Low. Morris: 
Shotgyn Boogie. ....Connelly 
God ess You.......Carolin 
Ivory Rag. ..... Mac Melodies 
On Top of Old Smoky... Leeds. 
Would I Love You..... Disney 
Sparrow in Treetop.Cinephonic . 
Rose 1 Love You..... Sterling 
Loveliest Night ...-F. D. & H. 


Second 12 

ang sg Song ._ Sterlin 
Our Very Own........ Ww 
Tennessee Waltz.. Cinephonic 
Jezebel ...3...00::. Connelly 
I Apologize ......... Victoria 
M Rose...... Magna 
Life’s Desire ......... Lennox 
My Heart Cries....... Morris 
You Are My y Swan 
Roving Kind .......... 

* Petite Waltz ........:. 
So In Love.......... Chappell 





MPCE PENSION PLAN IN 
SNAG WITH PUBLISHERS 


Pension plan for songpluggers 
recently proposed by their union, 
the Music Publishers Contact Em- 
ployees, has run into a snag with 
leading publishers. While agreeing 
in prin¢iple with’ the MPCE idea, 
several firms have termed the spe- 
cific proposals uneconomical. Music 


rch | subsids of the film ge agate thy 


also nixed entering the project, 
on the grounds that the parent pix 
companies already have overall 
pension coverage for their em- 
ployees. 


blueprints, a minimum of 70% of 
the industry’s songpluggers. would 
have to be represented in the ‘pen- 
sion scheme before it would be- 
come operative. In view of the pix 


the contactmen are resurveying the 


can come up with the required 
centage. Under the pension . 


3% of the pluggers’ 


monthly would be provided. 
fund would make up the difference 
between the’ Federal Social Secur- 
ity payments and the $100 figure. 
Union, yon or gg meet a 
the Hotel Capitol, N. Y., July 12, 
to vote on membership contribu- 
tion for the pension plan. Mem- 
bers will vote on the suggested as-. 
sessment of 3% on their weekly 
earnings. 





Merc to Release ‘Medium’ 


Mercury Records will release the 

soundtrack album of Gian Carlo 
filmusical “The Meditim” 

this fall. ! ; 


Album. will include 30 minutes 
of additional music which Menotti 
nn es especially. for the film 





version, 


According to original MPCE/ 


company music subsids’ attitude, | 
field to determine been ones 


music publishers would contribute 
salaries to 
fund, out of which pensions of $100 


Sheet Prices Up 


On Ste ida Is. ‘ é 


In the wake of the . me 
ment’s lifting of the price f 
regulations on sheet music, 
eral major firms have raised 
prices on ‘standards from 60¢ 
60c. The Warner and Metra 
group made the first move, with j 
number of smaller firms following) 
suit. Prices on orchestrations have 
also been lifted from $1 to ge 

Move was dictated by the st 
rise in production costs in thi 
last five-years, when the price 6 
music remained relatively # 
In printing costs alone, there hav 
been five different hikes, with ps 
per suppliers and general labo 
costs going up proportionately. 
move, however, has been made on] 
the prices of current pops, which” 
many publishers feel have reached 
their maximum market at the cur- 
rent range of from 35c to 50c, de- 
pending on the area of the country. 


Goday Operates Kirk - 
Hollywood, July 3. 

Happy Goday has acquired a 
50% interest in the Kirk «Music 
.. and will reactivate ' 
the firm this week. ‘ 

Firm, inactive for the last two 
years, was started by Maurice 
Duke. Initial songs the firm will' 
ae 
rs 





from Duke’s “Disk 
* an Allied Artists produc 


NEW REVIVALS 
‘DON'T BLAME ME’ 
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Milton R. Rackmil, Dees prexy, 
cut short his projected hop from 
Hollywood to Hawaii, in returning 
to New York yesterday (Tues.) to 
settle a contract dispute stemming 
from his ouster of Dave Kapp. as 
the company’s vice-prexy over pop 
artists and repertory- operations. 
It’s likely that Rackmil will ca'l 
a Decca board of directors meet- 
ing within the next few days to 
ratify the move. 


The coin settlement of Kapp’s 
contract, which runs until the end 
of 1953 at $1,000 a week, will also 

e considered. It’s understood that 
Decca offered to give Kapp a lump 
sum payoff of about $50,000: Kapp, 
however, is reportedly holding out 
for full payment of the remaining 
$1°5,000 due him under the full 
co “tract runoff, 

Kapp is still an elected member 
of the board of directors and may 
fizht his case before the board. 
Ra°xmil, however, is not exvected 
to have any trouble in lining up 
the board for the ouster. 

app, meantime, is set to leave 
on a vatation in Europe with his 
wife July 18 on the Ile de France. 
He'll be gone about six weeks. 


RUSTIC CABIN RAPPED 
FOR UQUOR TAMPERING 


The Rustic Cabin, 
nitery at Englewood Cliffs, N. J., 
o>crated by Bill Levine, -has had 
its liquor license suspended. State 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 
ordered the spot’s permit lifted as 
of Monday (2) after it pleaded non 
vvlt) (no defense) to charges of 
tampering with the contents of *'s 
bottled liquor. 

License suspension followed an 
investigation of the Cabin’s method 
of serving liquor by a Federal in- 
ternal revenue agent. Last Febru- 
ary he allegedly discovered two in- 
stances where contents of bottles 
failed to match their labels. ~ 





roadside- 


|DINAH WITHDRAWS CALL 


‘FOR ‘VIOLETS’ DISK BAN 


a Hollywood, July 3. 
_ Following an informal bari: on 
tune, “Sweet, Violets,” by a 


couple of disk jockeys in Holly- 
‘wood and Cleveland, Dinah Shore 
requested RCA Victor to take her 
disk version of the tune off the 
market. The songstress agreed to 
withdraw her request after her law- 


persuaded her that the protests 
against the tune were isolated. The 


top-sellers. 

Deejay nix of spinning the disk 
stemmed from the tune’s ‘double 
entendre lyrics. A, takeoff on an 
old street song, the tune was writ- 
ten by Charles Grean, Victor’s pop 
artists and repertory head, and Cy 
Coben. 


Kaye’s Midwest Tour Click 
With $109,000 in 34 Dates 


Sammy Kaye’s orch, prior to 
opening a 10-week stand at the 
Hotel Astor Roof, N. Y., Monday 
(2), wound up a click tour through 
the midwest area, with a total gross 
of $109,000 for 34 dates. Although 
one-niter business has been gen- 
erally off in that terriiory, Kaye 
went irfto percentages on numerous 
dates. Only one stand in Gutten- 
berg, Ia., ran into b.o. difficulty, 
due to a storm that flooded the 
dancehall. 

Kaye, meantime, has been set for 





broadcasting. His crew opened 
last night (Tues.) for four weeks 
on DuMont’s “Cavalcade of Bands” 
video show, with Kaye set to con- 
duct his own TV show on CBS 
July 28 for Listerine. In October 
he resumes his “Sunday Serenade” 
der for Sylvania on the ABC net- 
work, 





Tommy Reynolds, who was inked 
by General Artist Corp. last week, 
is reorganizing his orc ‘in a switch 
from a swing to a sweet style. 
Reynolds’ orch was formerly rep- 
resented by Music Corp. of Ameri- 
ca and the Associated Booking 





Corp. 


yer, Henry Jaffe, and Victor exets 


disk is currently among Victor’s, 


a heavy schedule of AM and TV 
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MGM 11023 
a. bien. 
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“SUNSHINE 
~ KISSES” 





78 RPM 
45 RPM 


Lanza Hottest Artist 
On Victor Roster, With 
~ 4 Current Top Sellers 


With sales of his ‘Be My Love” 
disk tapering off slightly after go- 
ing -over the 1,000,000 marker, 
Mario Lanza is still the hottest art- 
ist in RCA Victor’s talent. roster, 
with four top sellers running simul- 
taneously. Lanza’s. version of 
“Loveliest Night of the Year,” from 
the pic, “The Great Caruso,” is cur- 
rently on ‘top, with sales nearing 
500,000. Two other disks, “Be- 
cause” and “Vesti 1a Giubba,” are 


also riding strongly. 

Out of Victor’s list of 15 best- 
sellers, Lanza is represented ty the 
above four tunes, more than any 
other artist. Each of the 15 disks 
has been hitting 11,000 sales week- 
ly or better: Parlay of bestsellers 
has resulted in the best business 
for Victor in several years, with 
the take for the usual slow summer 
period. exceeding thé turnover of 
last wintes by a wide margin. 


PUBS ASK ROYALTY HIKE 
ON LONGPLAY DISKS 


In wake of the disk companies’ 
hike in+prices on their. longplay 
pop lines, publishers have entered 
a demand via Harry Fox, pub’s 
trustee, for a boost in their royalty 
rates. Under their former agree- 
ment, diskers agreed to pay 1c 
per tune on each tune used in 
longplay~ platters retailing for the 
standard $2.85, Hiking of the LP 
pop platters to $3 has cued the de- 
mand for a 2c rate. : 

Many pubs, however, have 
agreed to split the difference on a 
lc royalty raise. Compromise 
came after the diskers entered a 
plea that the rise in prices was 
necessitated by increased produc- 
tion costs and their use of more 
expensive jackets for the LP’s. Al- 
though Fox has not received the 
okay from_all the pubs he repre- 
sents, it’s Tikely that the industry 
will settle on the 134c royalty, with 
no retroactive payments by the 
diskeries since the LP price hike 
went into effect about six months 
ago. 


M-G-M Inks Weinrich 
M-G-M Records has inked organ- 
ist Carl Weinrich to a long-term 
pact. Initial session took place 
last week in the chapel of Prince- 
ton U., N. J., where Weinrich is a 
faculty member 

Organist formerly recorded for 
the now defunct Musicraft Rec- 
ords. Weinrich will record several 











jukebox operators, if the Kefauver 
bill to amend the copyright law is 


for their coin near 


the first of month instead of the 


the returns from the field offices, 


which usvally a week behind 
the end of the quarter. 
| . ASCAP’s current multi-million 


dollar payoff “highlights the dis- 
tance travelled by the Society 
since its foundation 37 years ago. 
That event was observed last week 
in a commemorative dinner to the 
late Victor Herbert, co-founder of 
ASCAP, together with John Gold- 
en and Raymond Hubbell.  Lat- 
ters’ birthdays were celebrated at 
Luchow’s restaurant in downtown 
New York. It was at Luchow’s 
that Herbert dreamed up the proj- 
ect for a writer and publisher col- 


ao Wednesday, Jaly “4, 1951“ - 














Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


‘Survey Week of June 22-28 


The ted O0 sodde Uh Bhd week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend In- 
dex—A National Survey of Popular Music Heard Over Network 


Broadcasts. Published b by the Offiée of Research, Inc., Dr. John 
G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically listed. 

Chesapeake & Ohio ....... “fork aan fawers ose». Famous 
Dark Is the Night.......... RSs oc wis-6 o.0 ee -i+ Feist 
PE ss + ok ob GRU ee cos eas VD +s us ceece eeeee- Simon 
Hello Young Lovers—-*“The King and I”....... ... Williamson 
Here’s To Your Illusions-—**Fiahooley”........... Chappell 
Ue a ia EER OAS gs nave Seccbadeals Leeds 
We ere cae Ss sss cen ccess Chappell 

I Whistle a Happy Tune—*“The King and I’’...... Williamson 
It’s a Lovely Day ase Sa va Me Madam” ..... Berlin 
Es 30 b.gioks 0s 6 Was cee eee T . see. -Broadcast 
RAMOROMIS DOG COREY oi isc k es ek eis emcee ecacie Mills 


Loveliest Night of the Year—t“*The Great Caruso”. Robbins 








Make the Man Love Me—*“Tree Grows In B’klyn”. T. B. Harms 
May the Good Lord Bless and Keep You.......... Pickwick 
Bester and: Miaslaninel «0c ws os os ec cccwecess Shapiro-B 
Pe . UNG: SUNN es ke RE wabide ie oi 00% 0.0 eeueenmes Southern 
BEY Temiatance TS Ti soc cep icicle ccc ccccasdccivne Morris 
Pee Ce UE eo. cence ces ue eeu Santly-J 
Cy RO Cie, Rome UR oe eiires oct e ect eusenen s Folkways 
eo Bg BBR 2. a aN aera Pickwick 
Rose Rose I Love Youe...........-: VEPOCCPES TREE Chappell 
SIE 3s cad ca 00 CaeeC OP RWEEE cc an ce cececuc cca Alivanced 
COONAN Se DOEMEDUNE, Gs x's 6 nw AEN sce cle cc Secces ee oheets Berlin 
INE IE os io ss wc ad eS as 68 Caces ceee casera Shapiro-B 
Syncopated Clock... ... ne see FE ey Mills 
Tahiti, My Island—+“Tahiti, My Island”........-. Paramount 
These Things I Offer: You. .......5.....cccwe'cewes Valando 
EO NN i. 6 5 RGA so o's SELON LITTER CT Jefferson 
TRS ers ox NEES «saw Bed Ganles deans eee .-.. Bourne 
EE UE eo. alee cose mecccee Cee Miller 
We Kiss In a Shadow—-*“King weve ee: Williamson 
When You and I Were Young Maggie Blues....... Mills 
mer. WHS 5 a ee ASE Sik e cog 0 bee Robbins 
World Is Your Balloon—*“Flahooley” i ween «ses. Chappell 
Would I Love YOU aio s<. so els HA aad ve Geena Disney 
Second Group \ 
A Robin and a Rainbow and a Red Red Rose...... Republic 
Be My Love—t“Toast ot New Orleans” Pig ye Be Miller 
Becevee te Wein. =... ea ee i ais Be ed Maypole 
Because Of You—t“I Was An PETE pS gas a Broadcast 
Evertrue Evermore: ...........ccccccecvesvees ... Supreme 
Bue NG os ck ch wet bGn lo aaChabs .... Witmark 
How Tang is Forever. ...occssccs sv etens t0a%evasds St. Nicholas 
BE ik ais Ohio 4 VERS LA Ue SE On Dak bee aa Crawford 
I'm Late—?“Alice in Wonderland”............+. ... Disney 
Rs, i ee Ua eR USS oR DERE CORDED ET Ww&M 
Morningside Of the Mountain................000-- Remick 
SU I oi Pee lek be da Swine ates Life 
SWOe Wee nn 6 5 Cass oe Se Ss eka Ke ivcesbauen Morris 
TOM Bae seks ks FEDER abe bbemied cawkaae Mellin 
There's a Big Blme Clowes: «oc ica aie vs gin c scwin:s one os Spinlan 
Tonight Be Tender To Me ........c.ccscscecscess Life 
When Our Country Was Born............... AEA Bs Life 
World Is Mine Tonight...:............... Bios een Fox 
You Belong To My Heart..............3.... ebb e OE 
You're Just In Love—*“Call Me Madam’”’......... Berlin 
(Alphabetically Listed) . 
Heli@. Fourd Siweee. o4 sin kc ee cere ces ... Williamson 
How High the Moon......... adhe d 00+ 06 0s ¢o oh o.c 
Loveliest Night of the Year.............. weeeeess. RODDINS 
Sound Off ...... Noes ka ER . « wi a scseer hapiro-B 
eo ere ee > oer essa vee «.++.. Jefferson 
' Five Top Standards ‘ 
Blues In the Night ....... es seosee. Remick 
Oh You Beautiful Doll .................. ccesis. A. 
San Francisco ....-:...... Deeb ese cccecetcecss WOUREED 
Temdeny soos CT a Me ates ce ccecécteee> + MOMS 
ee My Baby Back Home. SEUSS oc oFapccccs s+ CRAWIME 


+ Filmusical, *Legit musical. 








Stcdium, N. Y., concerts will be 
pop nights, with the 
annual Gershwin 


: 


15th, ASCAP has been estimating | S. 


Stadium’s |]] 








wk. 


Colu 


Capi 
Vick 


























lection agency. 


the 
forthcoming “The Medium” dndi 
Rye pe Big a the Groom” pix, will 
romeneBboni Mn night (9). 
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~ . pete rags oh -~ 
VasieT? — ; oe 
Survey of retail disk best | | a ee. 
sellers, based un reports ob 1818 a 
tained from leading stores in} - | 3 = é s % Yr 
12 cities and showing com 2 q 8 | 2 Fe 0 
parative sales rating for this &- | 3 0 | a T 
and last week. * § 8 r & : ‘ £\3 = § A 
4 ° S os] L 
e135 e | jis I i 
— } — Pi 
vation Week Ending 4 a é <|] FE 2 : e|a\F 
Rating oS ] 2 | & on 
June 30 SHEE ICEIE eig/t 
4 ee a > oa 
This Last ® : Bie\isis . T 
wk. Wk. Artist, Label, Title zléisigisie Sieleisigifis 
NAT “KING” COLE (Capitol) 
1 1 “Too Young”—1449............. . ed, ie Bee _ Bee Were ee Ge 1 97 
FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) . 
2 2 “Jezebel”—30967 ............... BPA ee Ser oth 4 7 9 5 60 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
3 4 “Mr. and Mississippi”—5645..... oe 5 ..§:°%3 4 4 50 
FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) 
4A° 5 “Rese, Rose, I Leve You”—39367 4 9. Re S23 3. 2°23" ' 3 ef 
LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Capitol) P 
4B 3 “How High the Moon”—1451..... _ ee 7 ws » Te eae 10 46 
G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) fe 
5 7 “My Truly, Truly Fair’—39415:.. 10 .. ee Fe i 2 40 
MARIO LANZA (Victor) 
6 6 “Loveliest Night of Year’—10-3300 9 1... .. 8 4 G. O38 = Vu. Be 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
7 8 “Sound Off’—20-4113........... 5 4 4 2 7 33 
WEAVERS (Decca) 
8 9 “On Top of Old Smoky”—27515.. 7 .. .. .. 6 8 6 7 2. 30 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col) 
9 3503 “Come-on-A My House”’—39467.. .. we Bee BO er ee eee ae 18 
APRIL STEVENS.(Victor) 
i0A 13 “I’m in Leve Again”—20-3148A.. ..- 5 9 4 9 17 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
10B 12 “Moeckin’ Bird Hill”—5595........ hn ee Ae 20 9 5 10 3 17 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) o 
11 io “My Truly, Truly Fair’—5646....... 10 5 2 16 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M)..... 
12 9 “I Apologize”—10903A........... 6 3 13 
TONY BENNETT (Columbia) 
13A . “J Won’t Cry Anymore”—39362.. .. 6 6 10 
DENNIS DAY (Victor) 
13B 15 “Mr. and Mississippi”—20-4140A. 1 10 
JAN PEERCE (Victor) 
14A es “What ts a Bey”—10-3425A seeeee ee ee ee 3 8 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) : 
14B 13 “Black Ball Ferry Line”—39426.. 3 8 
~ ‘SONY MARTIN (Victor) | pf 
14C .. “Tell Me”—20-4169A............ 3 8 
Disk Best Sellers a aaa 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of No, of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
Columbia ....cccceseceeeces--s 6 182 | Mercury ......... pene n8sweks os 3 83 
Capitol ee ee eeeeeeeeeeeseeeeere 2 143 Decca eee SSeS eSeeeGeseeee er? 1 30 
Vieter ......biwnsvas es owed eel 6 114 | M-G-M .......000- uhkak'sanhaed i 13 
1 2 3 | 4 x 5 er 
GREAT CARUSO KING AND I VOICE OF XTABAY GUYS AND DOLLS TREE GROWS BKLYN 
Victor Decca Capito! Decca Columbia 
ALBUMS | ovm-tso | meme cpae —— ML-4405 
‘iy LM-1127 9-260 ‘ 9-203 A-1000 
WDM-1506 DA-876 ' CC244 DLP-8036 MM-1000° 
Te a 
oe at El ) Vegas, starting 
Y 10°. .¢. Bonano’s 


On the 


Upbeat 





New York —. 


Bobby Byrne orch into Arcadia 
Ballroom, N. Y., 


ginning J 
lingten orch o at Fox Theatre 
Detroit, Ai ‘opens at i Fitzgerald 
into he Ban dbox, Chase 
30 . .. First edi 


lishers 
organ, 





New York’s Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica st omee *< luncheon J = 
late & & Heller . Louis Arcaraz, 
Mexican orch leader, in New York 


; for American music 0.0. 





SPREE oaks tes ote 
A one week Tiny 


for one week 
Trie held over 


d is set for Lakeside Ballroom, 
Denver, July 13 for one week, fol- 
owing with week at eneva-On- 


— 


Lake, Cleveland, July 25 





Hollywood 


Frankie ong who opens a four- 
weeker at the Cocoanut Grove of 
the Ambassador Hotel Sept. 6, fol- 
lows the local date with a fort- 


.| was there for 


Disielona’ combo set for three 
weeks at the a> -¢> San Fran- 

cisco, starting July 1 Count 
Basie, coming west with > 15-plece 
band, has been —_ ed in a 


July 27 date 
side _ nitery Emil 
row Mocambo July 10. 
Patti O’Connor joined Harry James 
band as femme vocalist, replacing 
Wilson. Band 


Total of 100 sidemen got be 
with Franz ee se 


saan of tee aha ae 


Pittsburgh 

Fort Pitt Hotel has dropped mu- 
sic so organist Harry Walton, who 
three 
switched to Hotel 
Sylvan Room, replacing Dom Tri- 
markie Trio . Regis Mervick 
has left Tommy Carlyn’s orch to 
form his own threesome under 
name of Ray Andrews. He's being 
followed in the ig n outfit, 
which opens run at O. Henry Ball- 
room in Chicago July 11, by 
Tommy Moses . . Art Kassel 
band booked for a one-nighter at 
West View Park Tuesday (10) . 
Louis Prima mr annual Italian 
Day celebration at waar 
Park on the same day . 
Barnet booked for tance eilek which 


DON'T BELIEVE IT 


THE WORLD IS YOUR BALLOON 





TOGETHER 


ETHEL MERMAN 
RAY BOLGER 





Singing 


Coupled With 


AGAIN! 





Sung by ETHEL MERMAN 
Decca 27654 (78 RPM) and 9-27654 (45 RPM) 








Four Always-Delightful Albums hy 








CARMEN 


CAVALLARO 


The Poet of the Piano 


en eee ete po eee 


Guys “AND DOLLS 


Piane Solos 
Decca Album A-870—Four 10-inch 78 RPM Records—Price $4.15 
Decca Album 9-254—Four 45 RPM Unbreakable Records—Price $3.75 

Di 5348—10-inch 


e Unbreakable Record—Price $3.00 
THE MELODIES OF FRITZ KREISLER 


Piane Solos 
mii Aibum A-641—Four 10-inch 76 RPM Records—Price $4.15 





9-221—Four 45 RPM Unbreak 
en a eae 


Decceo 


A 
% Soles with 


Records—Price $3.75 


Record—Price $3.00 








. Decee Album 9-182 four 45 RPM Unbreckable Records—Price $3.75 





Decce Album A-602—Four 





~~ BANGING IN THE DARK 
sl D 
Piano Solos 


Guitar, Bass and Drums 


O-inch 78 RPM Records—Price $4.15 


Decca Album 9-26—Three 45 RPM Unbreakable Records—Price $2.90 
Dt 5007—10-inch Long Play Microgreeve Unbreakable Record—Price $3.00 


A 














closes’ Verona’s Good Neighbor 
Week celebration on Friday (6). . 


Mr: Musical Comedy 


ALFRED DRAKE 


TILL THE § SANDS OF 
THE DESERT GROW COLD 


THE WORLD Is ee (Tonight) 


Decca 40206 (78 RPM) and 9-40206 (45 RPM) 


Single Records 85¢ (plus tex) 
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WsNY. Fer Week as 50,00 
Ca ar ai dS 


to hit a 
rane next . wack with the open-| 
ing of the National Shrine conven- 
tion Sunday (8) and continuing 
through Thursday (12). It’s esti- 
mated that 250,000 visitors will hit 
New York during the five-day 
‘stretch, about 100,000 of them well- 
heeled. members of the organiza- 
tion, and the rest comprising fami- 
lies; friends and camp followers. 

Several niteries already have 
sold out for several evenings. The 
Latin Quarter has _ reservations 
amounting to full sellouts for two 
and a half nights. The demand for 
the Céepacabana is extremely heavy 
and same applies at the Riviera, 
across the river in N. J. In addi- 
tion, eastsiders, including the Ver- 
sailles, have booked heavy ad- 
vances. 

Hotel rooms also are expected to 


New York City niteries, theatres, 
and hotels are expected to 


hit capacity, especially the Waldorf- | 
Astoria, Commodore and New| 
Yorker, where several banquets 


will be held. Commodore and Wal- 
dorf will serve as main centers of 
activity, with former being official 
convention headquarters. The New 
York Convention Bureau and the 
Shrines’ assistant director general 
Alex Mitchell made the housing 
arrangements. 

The fezzers will provide cheir 
own entertainment with continu- 


~_—- 





Oasis, San Antonio, Fire 
San Antonio, July 3. 
The Oasis. Dinner Club was 
damaged to the extent of $3,000 
early last Wednesday (27) by a fire 
which apparently started from a 
cigaret. Half of the 50-foot bar 


and stools and some lockers were 
burned. 

Doug Richards is owner of the 
spot. 





Columbia Records 


GRIFFIN 


THE DELLS 








neliguionce 7 Gnectr 


Direction: MILO STELT 
Matar Gepertetnmens howey 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 1. tl 











COMEDY MATERIAL 


‘For All Branches of Theatricals 
BILLY 
GLASON’S 
THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE’ 
e Nos | thry 35 @ $1.00 each - @ 


( 
SPECIAL — FiR 13 Pines For ste 
ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 
@ 2 Bks. panooies cae $10 @ 
@ MINSTREL $25 
Sow 4 BLACKOUT 


KS., ea $25 @ 
ow TO mpg 2 ne Stremones 


sre ae sae Shceai 


C.0.0.'S 





SMITH 
200 W. 54S. Me New York 19 oo ¥ 


ous vaudeville shows at 

Square Garden. About 30 ee wil 

be used°in the Tuésday (10) night 
show featuring Olsen & Johnson. 
The vaude shows are designed so 
that Shriners can come in, stay as 
long as they like and then go to 
theatres, cafes, or on sightseeing 
junkets. 

Major show will be “Fezarabia,” 
which will be dominated by Shriner 
talent and personnel. ’ It’s a ritual 
type show with Frank Wirth office 
(Shrine Circus bodker) producing. 
A line of 60 girls will be used. A 
| horse show will be held Wednesday 
night (11) and-+a torchlight pa- 
rade Thursday as a windup. 

The organization had long covet- 
ed the Yankee Stadium for some 
of its shows, but the ball club execs 
feared damage to. the turf and 
nixed the offer. 


Andrews Sis Want Out 
On AL. Steel Pier Date 
To Make British Film 


The Andrews sisters have asked 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists to void their contract to 
play the Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
Aug. 19. Trio claim they have a 
pact to make a picture in England 
around that time and thus wouldn't 
be available. They're slated for a 
July 30 date at the Palladium, 
London. As is common with top- 
liners, vaude contracts bear a 
clause permitting them to get out 
of a theatre deal on three weeks’ 
notice if picture work crops up. 

Union has notified the act that 
it must produce the film contract 
before it will take action on the 
Steel Pier -matter. 

The Andrews sisters are cur- 
rently on the Coast where Maxine 
Andrews was operated on recently 
for removal of a timor. Slicing 
apparently was of a minor nature, 
since medicos have declared that 
Miss Andrews will be sufficiently 
recovered in time to play the Pal- 
ladium date. 


Seattle Showbox Tees 
July 9 After Hiatus 


_ Seattle, July 3. 
Showbox, 1,000-seat downtown 
nitery, reopens July 9 after being 
shuttered for past several years. 
Norman Houge’s orch will furnish 








| 





i musie for dancing and show ‘back- 


ing, with Harry Carroll and Polly 
Baker set to headline first bill. 
Frank Ackerman, formerly opera- 
tor of Cirque Club here, wil? man- 
age spot, now owned by George 
Baum, attorney; Pat Patton, cafe 
reat and William Lemereaux, 
ancier. 


Reopening could be shot in the 
arm to drooping nitery business 
here. Only other downtown place 
with dancing and acts is the Magic’ 
Inn. Show box will offer dinner and 
supper dancing scaled at $1.25 min- 
imum until 9 p.m., and $1 admis- 
sion after that. 

’ State Liquor. Control Board will 
not grant Class H license (liquor 
by the drink) until 
been in G6peration for some time, 
with time to be stipulated later hy 
board, but plan is to operate bars 


. I as soon as possible. Past Showbox 











operation suffered because of no 
liquor by by the drink revenue. 


“BARRIE”” 


WITH HIS — 
NEW, SILENT, SINGLE NOVELTY PRESENTATION 


“CHERCHEZ LA FEMME” 


Sails for Tour of Cabarets and Theaters Thru 
Continental Europe: S.S. Yeendam 


ARRESTING! 
COLORFUL! 
MYSTIFYING! 


ENTERTAINING! 
SOPHISTICATED! 


LAUGHS!!! 





r nitery has | pora 


Wedneedsy, July 4, 1951 





Nirska Complains ‘Not 
Enuf Work,’ Paid Off 


The Roxy Theatre, N. Y., ran 

into a peculiar problem this week 
whet Nirska, who does a silk-wav- 
ing act, complained that she didn’t 
have eno te do in the show 
and wan out. She clafhmed con- 
tract stipulated she do a complete 
act instead of works in a produc- 
tion number. 
Nirska kicked to ‘the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, which re- 
layed the problem to house bocker 
Sammy Rauch. Result: she quit 
the show Monday (2) and was paid 
for two weeks. 





Proser in Cease-Fire 
Vs. AGVA on Salvador 
But Lawyers Hold Out 


The dispute between Monte 
Proser, operator of La Vie En 
Rose, N. Y., and French singer 
Henri Salvador has erupted again 
in the courts and in the American 
Guild of Variety. Artists. This is 
the third stage of the hassle and 
its most violent outbreak to date. 
Because Proser filed suit in N. Y. 
Supreme Court seeking to void an 
AGVA ruling that Proser must pay 
Salvador two.weeks’ salary amount- 
ing to $4,400, union felt that this 
was a Violation of the terms of its 
minumum basic agreement which 
forbids any member or operator 
from going to court until all union 
resources have been exhausted. As 
a result, AGVA officials went over 
to Proser’s cafe Thursday (28) and 
threatened to close the spot unless 
the suit was withdrawn. 

AGVA’s national administrative 
secretary Henry Dunn, after a c@n- 
ference with Proser’s attorneys, 
law firm of Becker & Odell, agreed 
on a temporary truce which calls 
for Salvador to play the cafe this 
year at the same salary, with 
Proser to pay Salvador’s round trip 
fare from France. Salary would 
be held by AGVA. Compromise 
was acceptable to ‘Proser and Sal- 
vador was notified of the offer in 
France. 

However, Salvador’s attorneys, 
Silverstone & Rosenthal, aren’t 
satisfied with the agreement. They 
claim that Salvador was in this 
country in time to play the date 
and that contract was breached. 
Their view is that the $4,400 salary 
applies to the previous breach and 
not to any date he may play in the 
future. 

Meanwhile, no answer has been 
received from Salvador and court 
hearing is slated for Friday (6). 
Should no reply be received, -at- 
torneys are prepared to argue the 
matter before the court. 

The initial conflict stems from 
Proser’s inking of Salvador after 


the interim, he pacted singer Mar- 
jane for the preem bill. Salvador’s 
manager then cabled from Paris 
that his chirper would not work on 
the same bill with Marjane, whom 
the manager accused of being a 
“collaborationist.” Salvador came 
into N. Y. oS, ee Serer ane eens: 
however, and declared his manager 
had no authority to make that 
statement. Initial arbitration held 
at AGVA upheld Proser, but the 
ruling was reversed at a pre-con- 
vention meeting in Detroit last 
month. 

The $4,400 salary ‘already has 
been paid out by the union out of 
money put up by Proser. It’s 
being held by Silverstone & Rosen- 
thal, pending Salvador’s willing- 
ness to go along with the com- 
promise arrangement, or a court 
ruling. 


NAME ORCHS REPRIEVED 
AT GALVESTON BALINESE 


Galveston, July 3. 

The Balinese Room, swank nitery 
here, was reopened last Friday 
(29) night. According.to Anthony 
Fertitta, manager, it resumed be- 
cause “we could not cancel our 
basd contracts covering the next 
several months.” 

Spot, run by the Maceo interests, 
was closed together with their 
other far-flung operations ‘several 
weeks ago, following a probe by 
the Texas House Crime tavedign 
ing Committee. 

Frankie Masters’ orch is sched- 
uled to open Thursday (5), follow- 
ed by Teddy Phillips’ orch Aug. 2. 
Ted Weems and Don Reid bands 
will follow. 


Vet comic Jack Waldron opens 
Mon (9) at Show Bar, Boston: 











seeing him work in ‘Montreal. In| Spot 


U. S. agencies are being advised } questio 
by the Artists -Representatives 
Assn. to ignore the new Quebec | and 
Province’ percenter licensing law 
which forbids agents from selling 
acts in that province unless they 
obtain a Quebec permit. Jack 
Katz, ARA attorney, declares that 
Quebec has no right to interfere 
with relationships that originate 
outside the province. 

Proviso in the act which forbids 
acts from making direct bookings 
in that area, Katz says, is against 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists’ regulations, and hence.a 
Quebec agent seeking commissions 
on a direct booking would run 
afoul of union rules. 

Katz declares that the laws in 


All Chi Agents Sign 
ARA-AGVA $1 Risk Tab; 
Drop 2 on Dues Rap 


Chicago, July 3. 
Entertainment Managers Assn. 
threat to drop members from. its 
roll for failure to agree to Artists 
Representatives Assn. - American 
Guild of Variety Artists’ booking 
pact, with holdouts due to a hassle 
over the $1 club date insurance 
clause, has had the desired effect. 
All the reluctants came in just 
under the deadline last week. Five 
agents had revolted, but all signed 
up by last Friday (29). 

Alma Clausen and Vic Brown 
were dropped from EMA for 
failure to pay dues. 


ECKSTINE’S FLAT 36 
FOR COAST JAMBOREE 


Holiywood, July 3. 

Billy Eckstine draws the biggest 
flat fee of his career, $3,000 for a 
one-day single, for the giant Jazz 
Jamboree next Sunday (8) at Wrig- 
ley Field. Baritone will headline 
the Leon Heflin promotion, which 
boasts an $11,000 talent outlay. 
Heflin, who stages the concerts 
annually, grossed-$21,000 last year 
with Lionel Hampton headlining. 
Hampton, and his 33-man enter- 
tainment troupe, will be back this 
year at a flat $5,000 for the date. 
Others on the bill include Jimmy 
Witherspoon, Joe Liggins’ combo, 
Helen “Humes and a dozen lesser 
names, 

Way was cleared for. Eckstine to 
play the date after a hassle can- 
celled his schéduled stand at. the 








extensi' ballyhooed 
the date, but had failed to come 
to terms with singer s manager ’ 


the deadline .arrived for 
inking, Ebbins demanded a flat 
$5,000 (reportedly later cut to $4,- 
500) plus a 50-50 cut of the spot’s 
usual door admissions, . Oasis co- 
owner Jerry Horn wanted to pay 
either a flat $5,000 or $2,500 plus if 
a 50-50 share of door receipts, 
Stan Kenton's 22-piece band, in- 
cidentally, got $5,006 for its seyen- 
day-week stint at the spot. 


Ella Shields, Great-Grandma 


7p Buffalo, July 3. 
E!l'a Shields, oldtime English 











Cafe, for two weeks. 





ARA Tells Agents to Thumb Nose 
‘At New Quebec Licensing Lay 


question are generally unenforce. 
po citing Massachusetts, Florida 
Pennsylvania, which already 
have passed such legislation. This 
law, he said, isn’t generally en. 
forced in. any state, except Penn. 
sylvania, where talent sellers have 
set up a_ system of corresponding 
agents who charge 1% or less on 
contracts that go through them, 
This arrangement has -been in ex. 
istence for many years, before Katz 
came into the organization. He 
stated that this modus operandi is 
cheap enough and won't be dis. 
turbed unless Pennsy agents de. 
mand a larger slice of the commis. 
sions. N. Y. agents continue to do 
business in so-called restricted 
states’: where the law is more hon- 
ored in the breach than in the ob. 
servance. 
Province of Quebec is one of the 
more lucrative areas in the nitery 
booking field, because of the plenti- 
tude of cafes in Montreal, itself an 
important employment outlet for 
U. S. talent. 





Belle Baker Follows 


Joe Frisco will get his first New 
York showcasing in many years 
with a two-weeker at the Latin 
Quarter, July 22. Stuttering comic 
played a date at La Martinique 
some years ago and did a Loew's 
State show nearly a decade ago. 
After Frisco’s run, boniface Lou 
Walters has Belle Baker, whose 
last N. Y. cafe date was at the 
spot about three years ago. 
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Atlantic-City Gets Up Full Steam 
As Orchs & Acts Fill Dozen Spots 


Atlantic City, July 3. 


Summer talent moved into niteries 
and hotel grills here last week and 
past weekend (30-1) as the season 
got underway. Nearly every big 
spot pulled an official opening 
with stage, screen and radio -stars 
here for appearances being in great 
demand as guests. 


In the cafe field two old sepia 
spots teed off. Club Harlem got 
going with Larry “Good Deal” 
Steel back as emcee and director 
of a colored show which features 
Josephine Premice, Timmi-, Rogers, 
Fontaine Bros., Rose Hardaway, 
Four Congaroos, Conrad Pringle, 
Four Tunes, Apus & Estralita, 
Debery Wilson, Flick Montgomery, 
| Bud, with Jimmy Tryler’s 
band. 


Paradise, once the top Negro 
spot here, opened with Chris 
Powell featured and Johnny Spar- 
row’s. band. 

Bath & Turf, seasonal operation 
located off the strand downtown, 
started with Joe Moss, vet nitery 
figure here, directing, and with 
Peter Carew, Madelyn Russell, 
Tato & Julia and Ted Huston orch. 


Calloway, Daniels, Etc. 


The Yacht club (ex-Babette’s) 
brought in Cab Calloway for a 


(Continued on page 52) 


K.C. Pla-Mor Drops Ice 


Kansas City, July 3. 


Relationship of ice shows and 
sports programs was pointed up 
this week with announcement by 
the Pla-Mor Arena here that 
blades displays will be dropped 
because of inability to work out an 
agreement with an ice hockey 
team. With no hockey setup, it 
was felt to be unprofitable to op- 
erate the huge refrigeration plant. 
Public ice skating also will be 
shelved as a consequence, 

Pla-Mor management is  cur- 
rently shopping around for attrac- 
tions to fill the time formerly oc- 
cupied by the tank events. 
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Arena Mgrs. Set A. C. 


Convention Aug, 6-7 
* The Arena Managers Assn. will 
hold a two-day confab at Conven- 
tion Hall, Atlantic City, Aug. 6-7. 
Representatives of 33 arenas 
throughout the U. S. as well as 
nonmember arena reps will attend. 
Managers will gander AMA’s 
newest edition of “Ice Capades” 
while at the huddle.. Icer opens 
at Convention Hall July 20. 





Bungalow Colonies 
As Growing Outlet 
For Summer Talent 


Talent agencies are beginning to 
tap a new source of act employ- 
ment during the summer. Numer- 
ous summer bungalow colonies 
throughout New York State are 
buying acts on weekends, indicat- 
ing a source that figures to grow. 

So far they are booking talent 
sparingly, but skeds are expected 
to rise, next season under competi- 
tion. Once a colony supplies Sat- 
urday night entertainment, others 
in the area will have to follow 
suit. 

Herman Fialkoff, a N. Y. agent, 
already is routing acts through 
eight of these developments in up- 
per New York. 


SOPH TO BUFF CASINO 
AT 6G PLUS PRO-RATA 


Buffalo, July 3. 

Sophie Tucker has been- signed 
for the Town Casino, Buffalo, for 
eight days starting Sept. 5. She’s 
pacted for $6,000 weekly, with pro- 
rata for the eighth day. 

Miss Tucker’s appearance will 
mark the Casino’s first major show 
for the fall season. 











RKO, N.Y, Booker Stern 


Quits in Feud; Barrett In 


Dave Stern, who has been book- 
ing RKO, N. Y., nabes since 1927, 
has resigned as talent setter from 
that organization. He had been 
pacting for the Jefferson, quitting 
after a series of disputes with the 
house manager. 

Irving Barrett has taken over 
the assignment. 


Mull N.Y. Palace 
Mae- Lil’ 2-a-Day 


The RKO circuit, which is insti- 
tuting a reserved-seat two-a-day 
(three on Saturdays and Sundays) 
policy in several out-of-town situa- 
tions, apparently hasn't abandoned 
the idea of installing a similar poli- 
cy at the Palace, N. Y. Chain is 
negotiating for Mae West to play 
that house with her “Diamond Lil,” 
current at the Flatbush, Brooklyn. 
Dates haven’t been arrived at, but 
if plans jell, a new house scale 
would apply. 

It would be Miss West’s first ap- 
pearance on Broadway since star- 
ring in Mike Todd’s legiter “Cath- 
erine Was Great” several years ago. 

Palace execs may use Miss West’s 
engagement house to test the pos- 
sibilities of two-a-day at upped 
prices. Chief argument against in- 
stalling reserved-seat vaude at the 
Palace is the small (1,700) seating 
capacity. 

The continuing Palace policy of 
10 acts weekty has picked up busi- 
ness considerably. This was a sub- 
stitute second anniversary idea that 
apparently caught on, but the pace 
is regarded as too difficult to main- 
tain during these days of act short- 
ages. Palace posted a two-weeks 
closing notice in May arid has func- 
tioned on weekly reprieves since 
then. Booker Danny Friendly is 
currently pacting the July 12 show. 








Ward-Marks Enterprises, Inc., 
has been Albany-chartered to con- 
duct a theatrical agency in New 
York. Capital stock is 100 shares, 
no par value. . Jack Pearl, New 
York, is a director and filing at- 
torney. « 





Camp Shors Wood Remain tats Quo 
Under ‘Cease-Fire'—Sauter & Phillips 


> 





vr 


Hayes-Healy, Borge, 
Lena to Riviera, N. J. 

Peter Lind Hayes & Mary Healy 
have been signed for the Riviera, 
Ft. Lee, N. J., starting Aug. 9. 
They'll be succeeded by Victor 
Borge two weeks later, with Lena 
Horne set for Sept.. 6. 

Spot has also signed Kay Armen 
to go in on the July 12 bill with 
Jackie Miles. 


Montreal Court Clears 
Lil St. Cyr of Lewd’ Rap; 
Hits Holy’ Nonshowgoers 


Montreal, July 3. 

Stripper Lilli St. Cyr, accused 
June 11 by local “morality” groups 
of indecent performances at the 
Gayety Theatre, was freed of all 
charges last Wednesday (27), when 
Chief Judge Edouard Archambault 
of the Criminal Court ruled “lack 
of proof” that her dances were 
“immoral, indecent and obscene.” 
Said Judge Archambault after his 
ruling: “It seems to me that those 
who made the most noise here to- 
day were persons who didn’t even 
- the performances complained 
oO ie 

Tommy Conway, manager of the 
Gayety, also was freed of a charge 
of permitting allegedly immoral 
performances. 

Meantime, the Gayety is playing 
a fourth and final stanza of Miss 
St. Cyr this week, after which 
Montreal will be vaudeless till next 
September. The Seville, now firm- 
ly established as a variety house, 
closed last Saturday (30) and will 
be renovated and air-conditioned 
during summer months. Len How- 
ard, orch leader since vaude in- 
ception earlier this year, will man- 
age house as well as direct pit 
band next season. 

Besides the Gayety and Seville 
closings, the Forum will shutter 
for two months for annual refurb- 











A cease-fire in Korea will not 
affect the. overseas or domestic 
operations of USO-Camp Shows, ac- 
cording té Camp Shows’ president 
James Sauter and exec veepee 
Lawrence Phillips. Both declare 
that need for GI entertainment 
will continue and Defense Dept. 
officials have given no word to 
suspend operations. should a truce 
be signed. 

Camp Shows is going ahead with 
announced plans to cast two more 
units for Korea, Japan and other 
Pacific areas, another for Alaska 


and a fourth for entertainment of ~ 


troops in isolated U. S. installa- 
tions. The two units for Korea 
will be packaged this month, with 
the first expected to be ready to 
fly overseas around Aug. 1. Jack 
Benny troupe has reached Tokyo 
and witil play 21 days in the battle 
area. 

According to Sauter and Phil- 
lips, need for entertainment in 
Korea will be greater under mili- 
tary quietus, They state that in- 
stead of troops being occupied with 
combat, theyll be policing the 
area and will have plenty of time 


;on their hands. Camp Shows will 


thus have to provide the diver- 
sion. 

The first unit to play the fronts 
is expected back to this country 
shortly, it having left New York 
—e for a tour of the Penin- 
sula. 





Dallas Reunion 
Dallas, July 3. 

Don Cherry, Decca recording 
artist and featured- vocalist on the 
ABC-TV “Penthouse Party,” has 
returned here for a visit and is 
spending his vacation singing with 
the Leonard Ohlson “Trio at the 
Chalet. 


He formerly chirped with the 
trio at same spot before leaving 
here for the ear. Cherry, who 
also has appeared here on WFAA 
and KSKY, reeently won the West 


Texas Golf Championship. 











EDWARD SHERMAN 
Hollywood-New York 


Publicity: 
GLENN ROSE 





HARRY 


NOBLE 


London Representation: 


UZP 
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FRANCES 





: HARRY NOBLE ARRANGED 
: The Guy Brion and Charles Durand act. 


~  .  Qpened Palmer House, Chicago, 
June 28th 


HARRY NOBLE COMPOSED 


“Yodel Waltz.” 


by Robert Music. 


HARRY NOBLE COMPOSED 


“Hold Me.’’ 


G 


Recorded by Tex 
Beneke on MGM Records. Published 


Recorded by Noble and 


King on Parlophone Records, London. 


LEW ond LESLIE GRADE, LTD. 


CABARET 


IN LONDON 


Published by Mills Music. 


BERKELEY HOTEL COLONY and ASTOR 

Retained Six Weeks Just Completed 

Returning September _ Limited Season 
indefinite Season 
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in “Dancing Dollusions” 


Playing Return Date 
Within One Year 
at the 


LONDON 
PALLADIUM 


for Eight Weeks’ 
Season 
in the 
Danny Kaye 
Program 
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Will See You 
atthe — 


PALACE 
New York 
July 19 


(Our Third Return at 
This Housel 


Personal Management: 
PHIL GRAE 
The Wilson Agency 
Paramount Building 
New York 


European Representatives: 
FOSTERS AGENCY - 


Piccadilly House 
London, W. 1. 


Miamis Smoke Out 
Weeders After 0.0." 


Miami Beach, July 3. 





Following brief visit of Senate 
Crime Committee’s investigators 
'with Sen. Herbert O’Conor (D., 
| Md.), which started check on nar- 
cotics traffic in this sector, two 
Beach patrolmen broke local as- 
| pects with arrest of a trio who im- 
plicated a_ stripper working the 
'fringe clubs in the area, and a 
| musician, as toppers in the mari- 
juana sales setup. 

| Tabbed as one "al the key figures 
in the ring was Lucille T. Piatt, 
|who works professionally as Lu- 
| eile Lazon. After her arrest and 
arraignment on charge of violation 
of the federal narcotics act, 
a pianist, Gerald Velasco, was col- 
lared by the Beach police working 
with a narcotics agent. 

Result was a reworking of “at- 
tractions” by small club and “fringe 
joint” ops fearing raids on tips 
| provided by those apprehended. 
| There is actually only a small num- 
| ber of this type of spot. In recent 
| moriths local reformers have been 
insisting on crackdowns on the 
strip (some 12 running in the area, 
|and on several other clubs that 
| feature femme impersonators. Only 
| big one in that field is Leon and 
| Eddie’s, with a full show but with 
| distaff side gownings discarded for 
| male outfits. Room’s display is not 
offensive and features good talent. 
However, some of the small bars 
and taverns have been obvious in 
| making their locations hangouts for 
| the Kraft-Ebing set in the Miamis. 
Clean spots, however, despité re- 

sultant newspaper headlines, hae 
| not been affected at the b.o. Own- 
ers are nevertheless carefully 
; scanning patronage attracted, with 
'suspicious or known characters 
| barred. 


| Bergen Gives Pause 
| That Refreshes to Gls 
| At Ft. Sam Houston, Tex. 


San Antonio, July 3. 

Edgar Bergen, his wife Frances, 
together with Charlie McCarthy, 
Mortimer Snerd and Miss Effie 
Clinker; headed a special show at 
Fort Sam Houston here yesterday 
(Mon.) Local appearance was part 
of- a tour being made at various 
military installations througout the 
country. The Show, a 90-minute 
presentation, will be on the road 
~4 three weeks under sponsorship 

Coca-Cola bottlers im areas 
Hi Bergen returns to the air 
for Coca-Cola Oct. 7. 

- On the bill-with Bergen were the 
Rounders, Russell Swann, Mac, 
Russ & Owens, and Mary Beth 
Olds. Mrs. Bergen appeared as 
singer and worked in an act with 
her husband.- 

In addition to their appearances 
before the troops, they will visit 
— in eac "area when pos- 

le 


K.C. Outlet Sets ‘Outside’ 
Policy in New 2,600 Aud. 


Kansas City, July 3. 
Midland Broadcasting Co. has set 
the Count Basie orch and revue 








tractions to its new auditorium. 
Basie unit includes Herman Chit- 


tison Irene Williams, George | - 
4) Kirby, © Bailey and Norman 
py Dancers. S$ show will 


ingle 

go at a $2.44 top in the 2,600-seat 
pashduse made possible by sta- 
recent shift to this new 
Heretofore KMBC has. played 
only its own shows, as, played | 
“Brush Creek Follies,” in the 
house. Auditorium already is set 
for the Town Hall lecture series 
beginning this fall. 


Jolly Gusher 


Houston, July 3. 

Pianist Liberace, who has 
been sponsoring youth concerts 
at his various dates, broke front 
pages in Houston press last 
week when he: played the 
Shamrock Hotel. 

When informed that James 
Jolly, who won the grand prize, 
never had an 88, Texans.in the 
Shamrock’s Emerald Room 
chipped in to buy two grand 
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Dallas’ 2 Benefits 


last Friday (29) at the 
Theatre, 
John’s Church receiving the pro- 
ceeds. ‘Artists who donated serv- 
ices included Billy Mayo Quintet, 
Claire Stewart, Gloria Yates, Don 
& Lorraine Cranford, Joan Frank 
Dancers, and Bepop. 

Another vaudfilm benefit was 
given at the house Saturday (30) 
through cooperation of Lee Hand- 
ley, owner and operator of Ar- 
cadia. Proceeds went to the Dallas 
Save-a-life Leagues fund for the 
City of Hope Hespital. Acts in- 
cluded Hal Long, Rudy Van Horn, 
and Spencer & Jinaye. 


City Depts. Tighten Up 
On San Antonio Spots 
On Around-Clock Skeds 


San Antonio, July 3. 
San Antonio night spots, dance- 
halls and other public gathering 
places are on the receiving end 
of a concerted safety and health 
inspection drive, plus raids for 
suspected violation of state liquor 
laws. 
New loeal fire and police com- 
missioner revealed that all places 
are to be inspected by fire, build- 
ing and health departments on an 
around-cjock basis. 
Where health, fire or other haz- 
ards are found, immediate remedial 
steps will be ordered, and failure 
to heed the warning will force 
the police to ‘closé the spot. 
One local nitery has set a limit 
on the number of patrons it is 
admitting, to eliminate crowding, 
and has installed additional exits. 
Others are complying with the 
edict by “cleaning up.” 
Police raids are aimed at halting 
liquor sales after the midnight 
curfew, with a number of clubs 
already visited by the cops. More 
than 200 people were carted off 
to jail from the Mona Lisa nitery 
early Saturday mornimg (23). A 
order was issued the Keyhole Cafe 
restraining police from interfering 
with its operation. 


Vaude, Cafe Dates 
Hollywood 


Evelyn Farney set for three- 
weeker at eo Grove, starting 
Sept. 14... Peggy Ryan ‘and Ray 
McDonald, * current at Ciro’s, ~ 
fortnight at State-Line Club, 
Tahoe, teging July 20... Bill San 
mond and Jack rvath will pen 
new material for Frank Fontaine’s 
fall nitery dates ... Famous Artists 

setting an arranger and writer for 
the vaude act Rhonda Fleming will 
intro late in Au 
Cafe Gala ecided The Four 

m were “too gg for its 
tronage, so second week of 

ioe fortnight was cancelled 
and combo _prom opened at 
Surf Club .-:. scoring 
new songs for Kallen’s July 
oa bow at Ritz-Carlton, Atlantic 

y- 

Mary McCarty comes back to the 
neat next Tuesday (10) for a fort- 
night at Mocambo . Les Paul 
and Mary Ford set for Capitol, 
Washington, Aug. 9, and Saville, 
Montreal, Sept. 6 . King 
combo ortnight at Cal-Vada 
gy om Lake Tahoe, starting July 

27, and follows that with another 
two-weeker at Tops, San Diego, 
Aug. 13 . .. Alice Faber trekked 




















east to line up talent for the new 
oorshow introe the eye | iagher: 
l’s new on policy. 
Chicago 
Bill view Thay on over from| 4” 
See her eal 
Soe en ency. He was for- 
Mutual. Entertainment 
added a 
12 Oriental ae Te -Patti 
Guy Mitchell set ‘for Aug. 
at Riverside, Milwaukee . . Parthe- 
non, Warner house in Hammond, 
Ind., on some week-end vaude 
Flame; Minneapolis, going back 
to semi-name attractions, with 
Don Cornell set for July 13 for two 


cisco.. Jimmy Nelson and Betty 
Norman into Shamrock Aug. 14... 
Charles Chaney clowns at Com- 
mando Club, Henderson, Ky., Aug. 
16.. Sammy Shore openin at Pine 
Point. resort, Elkhart Lake, Ind., 
July 6forsummer . Johnnie 

does his soldier act at Edgewater 
Beach July 6 for a month . Danny 





tre, with Men’s Club of St. | ney 


Gang -at Variety Clubs 
Cole} handled a iene held at ‘Ne. 


| week only, with Mary Jane Whit- 


featured. Calloway bowed 
Friday (29). 

The 500 club, another oldtimer, 
shoved off with Billy Daniels and 
Anne Russell, the Haydens, and 
Joe Fresetto’s orch. Jockey club’s 
opening featured Kiki Hall. 

Spots all operating without ca- 
sinos, depending on draw of acts. 
Hope to boost grosses this week 
with holiday. influx. Clubs expect 
keen competition from hotel cafes 
again this year. The Old English 
tavern at Ritz Carlton swung into 
action with Mary McCarty on for 
a week, Ford Harrison orch re- 
placed Nick D’Amico. Latter 
moved to the Chelsea, ditto the 
Original Old Gay ‘90s nights 
(Monday), with local talent . fea- 
tured. Benhie Bishop is emcee of 
show which includes Lucille Russo, 
Joe Thompson, Two Joes & a Jack. 


Hetel Room Combos 


The Holiday Room at beachfront 
Mayflower started with Anita and 
Rhythm Rascals featured and 
Pedro Albani band for dancing. 
Traymore’s Submarine Room 
opened Friday with Hugo Malan 
orch. Del Simmons’ society crew 
featured in Shell Room of Shel- 
burne Hotel which opened Friday. 
Bob Kay & Harlequintette teed at 
Ambassador Saturday. At Round- 
the-World Room of President Ho- 
tel, Bobby Roberts and Jose Pil- 
lado featured the Friday getoff. 
Pre-opening of Warwick dining 
room, Bamboo Lounge and Skyline 
bar brought out most of the re- 
sort’s upper-flight payees and many 
show folk. The nine-story struc- 
ture on the downtown beachfront 
contains 281 apartments and cost 
$3,000,000. , 





Tisches’ Traymore 
$5,000,000 Buy Gives 
"Em Top Banana Score 


Atlantic City, July 3. 


Traymore Hotel on beachfront 
has been sold to the Tisch family, 
lessees for the past year, by Frank 
P. Gravatt, once owner of Steel 
Pier. Described as the largest 
single resort hotel sale, in excrss 
of $5,000,000, the deal was finally 
swung Thursday (28) after six 
weeks of negotiations, Al Tisch is 
board chairman of Traymore of 
Atlantic City, Inc. Officers include 
Lawrence Tisch, prez; ld 
Baggs, v.p.-g.m.; Preston R. Tisch, 
secretary, and Herbert A. Hoff- 
man, treasurer. 

With purchase, Tisch ‘family is 
now reputedly the largest opera- 
tors of resert hotels in the coun- 
try. Their other properties include 
Laurel-in-the-Pines at Lakewood; 
Surf and Sand, Westend Casino 
and Colony Surf Club, at Westend, 
all N. J., and the Grand Hotel, 
Highmount, N. Y. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., July 3, 
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sored by Marry 
(IATSE). Nolan. Blowout 
sisted = a Poe ot po 5 atiending sotenaibs 


Name Void Coes 
Chi Palmer Units 


Chicago, July 3. 
Alleged paucity of big names is 
causing entertainment 


Merriel Abbott to switch to musi. 
cal reyues for the Palmer House 
here. Success of Max Liebman’s 
“Cross Country Revue” at the spot 


last summer is cueing a similar 
show teeing off Sept. 20. Produc 
tion, “Shootin’ High,” is to be writ. 
ten and pfoduced by Dick Barstow, 
dance director of TV shows and 
/stager of Ringling Bros-Barnum & 
Bailey Circus. -Score will be done 
by Hesse Smith, and there will be 
se . 

Cast for the musical includes 
Cliff Norton of the Dave Garroway 
Chicago-based teevee show, Louise 
Hoff, the Songsmiths, the Cabots, 
Tommy Wonder & Margaret Banks, 
Bambi Lynn & Rod Alexander, and 
Jody Miller. Miss Abbott expects 
the show to tour. the other Hilton 
Hotel locations, plus cafes and inns 
not connected with the chain. 


Anti-Gambling Wave 


Hits Conn. Gamery 
New Haven, July 3. 
Savin Rock, large amusement re- 
sort near here, is feeling the effects 
of anti-gambling pressure this sum- 
mer. Recent edict closed down all 
games of chance. After a brief 
lapse, an attempt was made to 
swing into action again, but final 
clamp came Saturday (30), with 
many operators scurrying to sell 
their merchandise before closing, 
There's considerable local specu- 
lation as to whether the ban will 
stick for entire season. 











PATRICE™ JAN 
HELENE and HOWARD 


6-WEEK TOUR 
with the MORTON DOWNEY 
COCA-COLA SHOW 
Dir.: M.C.A, 
























me IATSE,, 
ete eee 
¢| of her recon rri als recently 
ew atriv 
tered for the o reels 
were Stanley Nelson, legit actor 


recently in television, and Helen 
Constantine, of the Stamatis Bros. 
theatre circuit, both New Yorkers 
taking to the rest routine like 


weeks. . .Louise ro ee er eotunden: 

a od Sept: “20. ~~ Birthday greetings are in order 
Ivan Charnoff added to Eddie | for Johnny actor and radio |. 

Sligh office...Johnnie O’Brien | Pieler with Amos ’n’ 


Andy, whose progress panne as 
cial mention. Ditto Noel 
Meadow, who graduated as and 
now doing O.K. in Gotham. 
Forrest “Slim” Glenn, formerly 
with the old Charlie Ahearn 
troupe, into the general hospital for 
ap the first. stage “ae the foes yr 
coplasty opera on; he mastered 
okay and now back at the lodge 








pianos for the 14-year-old lad. 











Thomas out of Chez Paree Aug. 14 
due to picture commitment. 


resting in comfort. 
| (Write to those who are ill.) 








NEW YORK ° 


_ Mgt: sil J, LEDDY 


_ VIVIAN-CROWTHER 


REHEARSAL STUDIO- 


OPPOSITE BAKER STREET STATION 
LONDON, ALWAYS AVAILABLE 





WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN* 


STILL Touners 
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weak side at opening ——, with 
‘Ray Whitaker crew tailing 


Wednesday, July.4, 1951 


VARIETY 





‘Waldorf-Astoria, N. ¥. 


(STARLIGHT 4 
Frankie Carle. (16), with 
peggy Barrett, Joan House, Bob 
Muddusy, Lc oaagg Wonder Oe 

re ’ ’ 
Marie Bor Orchs $2. miner 
after 9:30 p.m. 


The new layout at this classy 
nditioned roof is a_ tepid 
es the format follows 


the usual room’s pattern of — their biggest handica 


a good name band with a 

turn, the current combination fails 
to hit it off and the patrons are 
Jargely inattentive to the floorshow 
ctivity. 

” Frankie Carle’s band is a first- 
rate dance unit with clear rhythms 
and a clean sound. Its acceptable 
dansapation rhythms. are attested 
to by the heavy Prag mgr of cus- 
tomer hoofers. As the foundation 
for the show, however, this crew 
Jacks production dress. 

Carle’s deft solo pianistics aren't 
enough to carry the band as a 
show unit, particularly. in | this 
room, where the long rectangular 
layout and narrow frontage make 
it difficult to project to all sides. 
It’s a definite stake for Carle 
to locate piano on one end of the 
bd ndsta instead of the center, 
where at least both sides of the 
room can leok-see his finger-work. 
As is, Carle’s turn in the show, 
a 10-minute medley of hit tunes, 
serves aS a conversational back- 
ground, much like a pianist in a 
cocktail room. The band’s opesing 
number, a takeoff on a longhair 

iece with. Carle’s keyboard work 
eatured, also fails to register. 

On show caught (29), only one 
of the band vocalists, eggy 
Barrett, was spotted in order to 
cut down the running time, pare 
stress scored nicely on a_ single 
number, “I May Be Wrong.” Joan 
House’ and Bob Muddux, the other 
vocalists, ‘will sumably work 
other shows. A brace of pop and 
Irish ballads are also delivered in- 
gratiatingly by Frank Gallagher, 
who pinch-hit adequately for Carle 
(suffering from laryngitis) in the 
emcee chores. For maximum im- 
pact, however, Gallagher should 
cut down from the present four 
tunes, 

Highlight of the show is the 
hoofing by Tommy Wonder & 
Margaret Banks (New Acts). 
Mischa Borr’s small combo alter- 
nates on the bandstand with Carle’s 
crew for lively Latin . dance 
rhythms. Herm. 


Cire’s, H’woed 
Hollywood, June 30. 
Willie Shore, Peggy Ryan & Ray 
McDonald, Ray Whitaker Orch (7), 
pe! = Rhumband (5); cover, 


Surfeit of. song-and-dance rou- 
tines makes this current entry a 
spotty, dubious lure for latelifers. 
Pairing of Willie Shore and Pe 
Ryan Ray McDonald results 
a lagging, overlong layout. 


As headliner, Shore suffers most, 


since he must brin com- 
Potente rane ae ae 
“15-m ic 
Ryan ‘& McDonald. fis is 
oe Pat Roone * takeoff 
*his a ‘ 
‘there’s inevitable esiapaiieon with 
‘the same routing delivered earlier 
-by McDonald. ~ ASD 


j } frequently has 


-trouble maintaining interest. Muc 
-Of the material is too aged 
-top results, 


“T used to ce 


Best bit in the overlong 

dict that ‘wins him petty 
ict that wins efty response. 
Ryan & McDonald. click 

in their Sunset Strip bow wi 


‘some. fancy terping that moves 
without letup. Houtining is effec- 
tively worked out to take advyan- 

and solo talents 


n the 


to g.ve 
the dancers the support ee, nee 
5 Kap. 


Palmer House, Ch 
(EMPIRE ROOM) 

Chicago, June 28. 

Charles Durand & Guy Brion. 

Nita Bieber ‘Dancers (6), Bill 

Hughes & Blackie, Eileen & Carver, 

Eddie: O'Neal Orch; minimum 
$3.50, cover $1. 


This hostelry has been riding 
along all year with a steady lineup 
of powerhouse attractions, and now 
and then ean safely be mitted 
4 disappointment. Law of averages 
hot wi , current show ad- 
ditionally buckles from unevenness, 
Poor rou _and lack of a back- 

ers Charles Durand 


uy Brion, » | : 
In favor of the youthful singers 
are their appearance and a 


creditable on a few showtunés. 
Among these are “Feel a Song 


; Gale, 
pinball. ad- | C: 





floor during the turn is Durand’s 
walk to the piano for his solo, “La 
Vie En Rose.” Latter is vocaled in 
good fashion in Anglo-Gallic, but 
heavy dramatic lighting on the 
number impresses as much too pre- 
cious a setup for a male singer. 

, Standout turn is the Nita Bieber 
Dancers, who do some adept ballet 
cavorting with freshness and orig- 
inality. Terpers open the show and 
close it, all of which seems ad- 
visable. At show caught (28) there 
was slight letdown in interest after 


the singers’ exit, but by and large. 


it perked up and held after a few 
seconds. Dancers, three and 
three gals, smack over a volatile 
jazz routine for the opener, and 
close with an Afro-Cu dance 
which draws heavy applause. 
Another dance team on the bill is 
Eileen & Carver, whose biggest 
drawback is mediocre terping to 
unimaginative routines. Duo man- 
ages to lift itself out of the stock 
category when it breaks into some 
breathtaking one-hand spins. 


Bill Hughes and his trained crow, 
Blackie, are a corn act for this 
room, though the bird’s cute an- 
tics and whistling prowess make 
for a pleasant filler. Eddie O’Neal 
orch enhances the show -with 
smooth music for acts and yO 

el. 


Bagatelle, Lendon 
London, June 29. 
Nancy) Donovan, Edmundo Rc~’ 


Rhumba Orch, Arnold Bailey 
Swingtet; minimum $5.50. 


Nancy Donovan has the rare dis- 
tinction of being brought back to 
this Berkeley Square cafe within 
a month of her original opening, 
and is ing retained for a six- 
week stint. That alone under- 
scores the success she registered 
on her London debut. 

Although her acts are substan- 
tially changed, Miss Donovan pro- 
jects the same warmth which 
comes through in every number. 
It is this particular quality that 
won her popularity: at previous 

engagement. 

Operating to the set formula of 
this cafe. warbler has two distinct 
shows, but in each part includes 
Irish ballads which have become a 
specialty of her act. In these, and 
in a Scottish number, she displays 
a sharp sense of dialect. Alto- 
gether she does about 20 
including lightweight 
“Can't Make a La 
“Diamonds Are A 
Friend” and “The Girl From Little 
Rock.” Also scores with emotional 
numbers, best of which are “La 
Vie En Rose,” “With These Hands,” 
“Temptation” and “So In Love. 

Accompaniment by Arnold Bai- 
ley Swinget is up to standard, and 
Edmundo Ros’ umba band pro- 
vides good helpings of rhythm 
music. _ _Myro. 


. Montmartre, Havana 
3 Havana, June 29. 
Agustin Lara Orch (19), Gerri 


Luis. Carbonnell; Guzman 
antinentalg (15); $2.50 min. 


An amazingly quiet show opened 
at Montmartre this week, head- 
lined- by -Agustin Lara, Mexican 
composer and orchestra leader. 

_ Show kicks off with Gerri Gale 
doing pe : 


sions of Cuban 

4 7 his delivery alone 
holds Americans interested for a 
couple of. numbers. 
_ Agustin. Lara leads his band and 
lays piano a series of 
is own compositions. Orch is 
good, with electric organ and ac- 
cordion doing unusual and inte:*+ 
esting background work. Entire 
ensemble breaks out violins for a 
couple of numbers. 

Two vocalists with Lara are ex- 
ceptional. Consuelo Vidal is a 
torch singer whose low voice is 
under ect control at all times. 
Jorge Fernandez, also Me , has 
as strong a voice as will be heard 


in any nitery, and he uses its en-, 


tire range. He has a technique of 
almost egy soe most of the sor¢ 
and aking loose with a 
very strong baritone which goes 
over big, especially with the 
women, , 








N. YW. 


(FOLLO 
Donald Richards is the lone _re- 
placement act on a holdover 


t at th d he’s d 
nice "job with his. baritoning ‘of 


first nitery engagement in 
New York since he “eee at 
the Waldorf-Astoria’s edgwood 
Room three years ago. 

Richards has a strong, vibrant 
bary that 4: knows: how to use ad- 
vantageously, from a phrasing and 
breath-control standpoint, as he 
goes through such numbers as “Too 
Young,” a medley from “Finian's 
Rainbow” (which he introed in that 
show), and Air Force special-ma- 
terial version “of ‘ iffenpoof 
Song” written by Moss Hart; “Old 
Smoky,” “Remember April,” 
“Glory Road,” and “Manhattan 
Tower.” 

There are some minor criticisms 
of Richards’ performance, namely 
oveftalking on the intros and the 
attempted (and forced) comedy. 
chatter. And he could- eliminate 
“Glory Road,Y which is top much 
in the production vein for an in- 
timate cafe, what with its attendant 
gestures and fol-de-rol bravura. 
It’s been done to death, in much 
the same manner of such tunes as 
“Shortnin’ Bread,” “Old Man 
River” and “Donkey Serenade.” 
Additionally, Richards has a habit 
of allowing his head and gaze to 
drop frequently. 

But these are innocuous short- 
comings that proper management 
and more floorshow. experience 
should cure easily. Richards has 
a nice, pleasant manner, good 
looks and the sort of performance 
that lends itself to Broadway mu- 
sicomedy. 

Luba Malina is the holdover, 
and she’s still doing her share of 
entertaining with special material. 
A lot of it is extremely clever 
lyricizing, and Miss Malina pro- 
jects it strongly, but sometimes a 
little too much so. That — of 
business about her career is long- 
winded and exercises too great a 
prerogative in her use of the first- 
person idiom. She has too much 
other sharp comedy to waste as 
much time as she does on the_per- 
sonal excursion. Miss Malina is 
attractive and socked over with the 
audience when caught. 

Manor & Mignon are standard 
in some nice ballroom stuff. Rita 
Constance and Bob Millar are the 
production singers, and they do a 


‘neat job, while Jean Caples’ inter- 


pretative dancing in the production 
numbers seems meaningless. Mike 
Durso’s orch-playing for the show 
and dancing is, as always, ype. 

+ Kahan. 


Flamingo. Las Vegas 
(FLAMINGO ROOM) 
Las Vegas, June 28. 

Martha , Ben Yost’s Royal 
Guards (5), Merriel Abbott Danc- 
ers (8), Frank Sill, Denny Beck- 
ner Orch (11); no cover, no mini- 
mum. 

Ribald gals of Martha 
Raye cast a laisian spell upon 
assembled im n the 
Flamingo Room. Possibly because 
of such poetic frankness, all will 
be well for the next couple of 
weeks, with turnstiles and «dice 
clicking merrily. 

Material passes beyond double 
entendre at times into triple dur- 
ing discoursings between songs. 
Yet, audiences seem to be aware 
that Miss Raye is not conducting 
a genteel seminar, so fall into the 
pattern by w it merrily 
throughout. 

Duriag her entire solo spot on- 

e, Miss Raye only comes up 
with four tunes. Her clowning be- 
fore, during and around this frame- 


.| work takes up a good 30 minutes, 
Carbon- | opening With “Great oA Pegged he 


doesn’t come off too well, the lusty 
pipes making a stylized and choppy 
rundown of the evergreen. 

Ducks out for costume change, 

ving fill-in spot to Ben Yost’s 

yal Guards in their second ap- 
pearance. group having opened 
bill earlier. Returns in hilarious 
“Sword” routine with slapstick 
and earthy gesturings amid the 
five singers to grab hefty yocks 
mitts and a begoff. 

Royal Guards prime with harmo- 
nious sesh of straight singing while 
garbed in colorful outfits. Dish out 
such w.k.’s as “Donkey Serennde.” 
several medleys including com- 
posites of “South Pacific,” “Rio 
Rita,” Victor Herbert and others. 
Warbling well received. 

Merriel Ab*ott Dan rs v--ork 
a couple of sparkling turns with 


-| her person 


| easy to look at. 





during 
lend close support. 


Hotel Astor Roof, N. Y. 

Sammy Kaye Orch (14), with 
Barbara Benson, Tony Alumo; 
Alan Holmes Orch; $1 cover after 
10 p.m.; $1.25 weekends. 


Sammy Kaye’s current stand 
here marks the 15th year of the 
name band policy for the. well- 
appointed Hotel Astor Roof. Since 
the old Rudy Vallee orch initially 
played here in 1936, the band busi- 
ness has through a major 
economic cycle which reached its 
peak in the early 1940’s and then 
went into a slow decline. Most 
of the big bands on the scene 
15 years ago. have folded. Only a 
handful remain, among them the 
Guy bardos, the eddy Mar- 
tins and the Sammy Kayes. 

Kaye, like few other staple name 
organizations, has stood up due to 
its adherence to a strictly commer- 
cial styling which has remained 
on the sweet ‘side, despite the fads 
in the music business. Kaye’s in- 
sistence on simple dance rhythms, 
attractively purveyed through a 
varied book and neat arrange- 
ments -has been paying off with 
repeat bookings in the top spots. 
Last summer he clicked at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Starlight Roof. 
This summer, he’s in for 10 weeks 
at the Astor Roof. . 

Kaye’s format stands intact. Be- 
sides its good dansapation rhythms, 
this crew rides as a standout show 
band with its “So You Want To 
Lead A Band” production. It’s a 
surefire item in any medium and, 
despite the frankly corny amateur 
night overtones in this stunt, it 
registers even in the swank rooms, 
the Astor Roof being no exception. 

No small asset in the band’s 
click, of course, is Kaye’s slick 
ad libbing with the novitiate 
batoneers. Another important fac- 
tor is the band’s skillful following 
of the indicated tempos by the 
amateur bandleaders who frequent- 
ly cue the musicians to a 28 rpm 
beat. s 

As a production unit, Kaye's 
organization is also significantly 
lifted by the handling of the vocal 
assignments. Barbara Benson 
(formerly with the Phil Spitalny 
all-girl band as Gloria) registers 
strongly with her operatic soprano 
on ballads and Jight classics. Tony 
Alamo is one of the better band 
singers around. 

Alan Holmes’ combo, a regular 
at the Astor, executes fine small- 
unit arrangements in its alterna- 
tion on the bandstand with Kaye 
for dance music. Herm. 


Clab de Versailles, Paris 

Gypsy M rkof hk ay 

a » He > 

Irene Strozzi, Reales Poupard, 

Aida Baki, Costia Orch (14); iio 
cover, no minimum. 


The club, which opened about 
two months ago in the Champs 
Elysees sector, at 12 Rue Mariznan, 
near the 20th-Fox and UI offices, 
Hy AI 
atmosphere, as en y the 
Prince Amilakravi owncrship dnd 
gladhanding and of the Paris 
touch. On the. ground floor, and 
well ventilated, it is likely to do 
good business, at least during the 
summer 

Gypsy Markoff, who had not ap- 

ared in Paris since her accident, 
s making her comeback with a 
vengeance. No one could suspect 
that she had escaped becoming a 
cripple, nor even that she pleys 

r accordion with only eizit 
fingers. Her versatility, which per- 
mits her to switch from classi«cl 
music. to pop vodka material, plus 

ity on the floor, make 
her a smash here. As long as she 
is playing at the Versailles, the- 
management can take it easy, as 
filling the room wont be a prob- 
lem. This may not last when she 
builds up her own unit and takes 
it to Cairo first, and later to Holly- 
wood, as she plans. 





Bill Miller may expect standup 
business at his Riviera during the 
tenure of the Ritz Bros. In addi- 
tion to the natural summertime 
lure of his spot, the Ritzes may be 
counted upon to fill all the pews 
even if the weather isn’t too good. 

The Ritz boys, Harry, Jimmy and 


Al, remain a b.o. phenomenon in 
many respects. They’ve been able 
to maintain a top salary for many 
years on the impetus of a series 
of pictures starting nearly two dec- 
ades ago. Their comedy isn't the 
type that a boniface would put into 
a chi-chi spot; it's raucous and 
ridiculous, but they do draw the 
yocks and, more important, the 
customers. Opening night (28), the 
boys were on for the better part 
45 minutes and built up to the 
point where everything was ac- 
ceptable to the crowd. At the end 
of their first show, maitres Bonar- 
di and Jack were holding a long 
line in check. In addition, many 
left because of lack of space. 


The Ritz Bros. aren't displaying 
their prize material at the start. 
On the opening show, several gags 
didn't work, but they made up for 
that deficiency by some good ad 
libbing. Their numbers, such as 
the satire on French singers, their 
Gypsy stint and their zany terping, 
get tremendous response. 

The Ritzes provide another in- 
stance of the close affinity between 
this spot and the Miami Beach 
cafes during the winter. Both get 
virtually the same crowd, and if 
an act hits at the Florida resorts, 
it’s a safe boxoifice bet for the 
Riviera. The freres clicked at 
Copa City, Miami Beach, this past 
winter, which virtually assured ‘a 
similar reception at this cafe. 


A Riviera newcomer is Joyce 
Bryant, who _registered a few 
months ago at the now defunct La 
Martinique, N. Y. This ‘Negro 
singer further impresses as an en- 
tity of coming importance. She’s 
got a pleasing voice somewhere in 
the mezzo register which is wedded 
to a falsetto for some fetching and 
highly theatrical effects. Miss Bry- 
ant has a flair for intervretation 
and a knowing delivery. She pairs 
o*f numbers in a manner that adds 
variety to her tunes. Coupling of 
“Rumania” and “Tzena” with 
“Thrill is Gone” and “Fecl a Song 
Coming On” hypoes interest. Al- 
though her “Too Young” is sensi- 
tivé, the edge was taken off it by 
the Walter Nye orch, which plaved 
the tune in a dance set shortly he- 
fore start of show. Her rendition 
of “Porgy” is a little too heady for 
this cafe and she could vwse a 
brighter number in that spot. 

The surrounding production 
hasn’t echanveé. “he Donn Arden 
line is a lively outf't of lookers 
tastefully garhed, and routirinz is 
good. Clark Ranger docs a nice 
job on the Benny ™<vis tunss, and 
singer Sherry Stevens hits it well 
with a Latin entry to the line ac- 
companiment. 

Ballerina Nanci Crom con- 
tinues as one of the brighter spots 
in the production. ‘ier solo shows 
considerable skill and her routines 
are mitt-winnir«. _ Jose, 


Park Ave. Best... N. Y. 
Francine White: MDick ane, 
fag Steve Kautz; mintmum 
$3.50. 


The Park Avenue Restaurant, 
until recently operated ‘by Fanchon 
& Arnold and now m'n2horted by 
Mac Chase and Buddy Troy, is con- 
tinuing the policy of predecessors. 
Toom operafors still remember the 
fact that Billy Daniels emer«ed in- 
to the bigtime after a long term 
here and is exverimenting w'th 
singers of various types to find a 
b.o, draw at comparatively little 
coin. 

The current operators have 
booked a pair of yo:ngsters, Fran- 
cine White and Dick Duan>, plus 
a violinist mononamed Dolores. 


‘they provide a pleasant, fast mov- 
in show. 


On’ the same bill is a Spvanish* . Miss White has been on the cafe 


singer, Helia Grando. who is also 
likely to join: Miss Markoff when 
she goes to Cairo. She delivers 
Spanish repertoire in a way that 
is as satisfactory to hear as she is 


She selis and is 
personality-p!us, 

Paulette Poupard is a French 
chantoosey in the Edith Piaf style. 
but not her shelf. Irene Stro7zi. 
Russian, is in keeping with the 
caviar atmosphere of the place. 
and has — to’ help sell 
her multilingual material. Aida 
Baki is an Indo style dancer that 
comp'etes the international reac 
of the talent. 


} 
| 
| 


i 


hj under New Acts. 





circuit for some time. She’s a 
petite and ompentiy personable 
singer, but dissipates her abilities 
with a tune selection that’s entire- 
ly too arch for an intimery of this 
type. Finale, a song with a Latin 
motif, shows up best. 

Dolores evidently is schooled in 
cocktail lounge techniques. Her 
iy my is ar mgr dk ng table 

opping, com ng m gypsy 

lieder and musical comedy tunes. 
She gets some nice: melody out of 
the catgut and does well -generally. 
Sincer Dick Duane is reviewed 
Accompaniment 
is by Steve Kautz. Jose. 
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Lucerne Skaters 
Anita & Charles 


Mighty Joe Young 


Sherman Hayes Ore 
Geerge Moon 


DORCHESTER. 




















Frank DeVol Orc MASS Les Rigga Ray Johnson 
Margaret Whiting Fields Corner (Pp) | S¥bil Dunn Ernest Maxim 
sey Sellar Ae ee oe 
Clarabelle Nye wis evere Oc. 
Clark Bros Howdy- Eric Jowsey Max Russell 
reeks eae ws Clown Lewis Rourke we al a 
Jor cca a «=| WAVERHILL, MASS| patingiumcum 2 | Alan Bailey 
Cornell ee (P) 7 Only | Red Skelton Marie Syrett 
Al Chernet soaresene Landre & Verna Pauline 
Geeta bn ew Gen See Kirkwhite Dancers 
ra. 2 e. n 
Corps de Ballet LOS ANGELES | Joyce Golding roars 
Rockettes Hilt St (R) 4 Elimar Collinson & Breen 
Larry Storch Josephine Baker Bergmann & Boros | jenny Hayes 
Orch Ww Palladium Girls Dudiey Dale 
Palate (R) § LOWELL, MASS rockets Orc 3 Hicks 
Beau Jenkins Strand (P) 7 Oniy Stoll (S) 2 Freddie Harrison 
Suly a Howdy atl ro —" Keteneneky & 
Ry ee Clown —— Pe ~ e'D’Orsay 
aitto Dogs uchinska 
LYNN, MASS Betty Broughton 
ry og Paramount (P) Fuente — De Voie Ballet 
Paramount (P) 4 TAB. © ase Mia Slavenska sumperanne een 
Dean Martin & forte Doody Milorad Miskovitch bo ootd 
Jerry Lewis Eaoon MANCHESTER Gea j Soe 
uave ieee MIAMI piinpodrome (S) 2 | Ven Childs & Mollie 
. ~ Olympia (P) 4 © Behe 
Been OceeMoe | Ralph & Lorraine | porothe Gaui Fred. Sandford 
be Ade. Duval Co Onn uires Geoffrey Shaw 
Roxy () 6 Mr Kitzel Jackie Hunter 
Arnold Shoda P arses Iris Sadler ee. 
Skating Ryles Foy ee Charly | Jy Palmer & pm, eR 
o rr Doreen ; 
John Waish Maw SSErORS.. | pexters 7 
TR Capitol (P) & Only see ol emen''s 
Marionettes te ony Billy Cotton Bd Crotchet 
ALSTON, MASS | Clown Arthur Dowler — 
Capito! (P) 4 Only| NEWPORT, R 1 resets & Moll werver. 
Clarabelle Strand (P) 6 Only | Morecambe & Wise AMPTO 
Howdy-Doody mat nec —s Py gl 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS | Clown Walthon & Jimmy Bruce 
Central Square (P) | NEWTON, MASS Dorraine Tommy Godfrey 
WS Saty Paramount (P) | Bere ASCE WOOD GREEN 
eee sody 4 Only Empire (M) 2 Empire (S$) 2 
Roney Gere eneody Bartlett & Ross Buster Keaton 
MELSEA, MASS Clown Ford & Sheen Scott Sanders 
ympia (P) 5 Only | WASHINGTON, D C | Douglas Harris Edith Le 
Clarabelle Capitol (L) 4 Pierre someon Jose Moreno 
Howdy-Doody Skating Mar NORWICH 2 Valors 
Clown Betty Jane atson | Hippodrome (i) 2 | Krandon & Karna 
CHICAGO Jerry Austin Alan Alan Bebe & Belle 
Chicago (P) 6 Steve Evans Ladd West Terri Carol 
Bob Crosby Mario & Filoria ae. & Laurie Watson 
Modernaires Howard () 6 Le ogerson OR 
Harris & Shaw Duke Ellington Orc on Acland Empire (i) 2 
Criental () 6 John Mason Co Great Felixio Peter Cavanagh 
Ethel Waters Teddy Hale Regina Maida Clayton & Ward 
3 Rudells Ala Ming Chief Eagle Eye & | Jay & Joan 
2 Yonellys Al Hibler rbara Suma Lamonte 
day Lawrence Joya Sherrill ee -— y sounens Clark 
OTTINGHAM Banner Forbutt 
BRITAIN Empire (M) 2 Vallas 
ASTON ~ Nancy 
Hippodrome (i) 2 | Eric Aro CANADA 
Davy Kaye CARDIFF 
Hazel Wilson New (S) 2 EAST HAMPTON | Hylda Baker 
~~ ph hy Eade Williams . |Antonio'& Graton |S Ancie 
r e n 
Gone & Valentine Pep Graham en Spainia eT | 3,Ases Thripp 
Derek Dixon Harlem Belles 
sick cenerks +. Lb ay P sre : 
oO orty ou 
Eddie Mikins Lewis Hardcastle Bills 
BIRMINGHAM Moroccos ret 
Mippodrome (mM 2 CHISWICK 
Jewell & Warriss Empire (S) 2 
Bentley Sis Camilla’ Castelli 
amiua 
, Lenere McCormack NEW YORE CITY 
oe wpenae ee 2 eee Birdiane Hote! Biltmore 
Jacqueline Dunbar ara Gee. Shearing Ore Oo 
uth American Jacqueline Farrell | Lurleane Hunter F oai tee ison 
eter Stim Gaillard Sha 
Bon Soir Hotei New Yorke: 
BLACKPOOL Roy Jefferies Gis | 4 Senssts 
g ere House (L) 2 ny ie ———— 
Vera Hippodrome (S$) 2 | Norene Tate Kevin O’Sullivan 
dcliff uri Lane omack & Burns Mary Over 
ron "Seomie € Pop White & L. Henderson ' | Johnny 
alace (i) 2 Fa Society Gloria Dawn 
Peter Brough Welcome Singers Ella Fitzgerald ee Beauties 
Piarcie Owan George Truzzi Sammy Benskin 
usical Derricks & | Ken Wilson A Chateau Madrid Jo Sullivan 
hha Ais EAST _— ot Catalino Ore - - Ore 
Craig & Voyle Neal Luba Malina Mark Ore 
ack on S = Dick © Donald Nocturnes 
Eiward Ricaro Manor & Mignon Statier 
vio Co Larry Gordon Girls | Bob Millar Shep Fields Orc 
Tower Circus (1) 2 Rita Constance Hote: taft 
Cairoli & 1 | Regal 4 @ UDurso Ure Vincent Lope? Ore 
rY f Alvares Ore Hotel Warwick 
nies French Palace (1) 2 Gi Chico G wood 
Horses Terry Can Rosita ioe La Vie en Rose 
Oscar Konyots " & Trini Moren “Now You're 
Lions Maria Dei Carmen Talking” 
Se Fd Morgan & Manning Nino Girere. ‘ tLatm Quarter 
eae pore odels Sarita Herrera Sack, Kitty, 
4 Richays . pez rs aye F Mazzone Ucrs 
2 Levendes — Sa Joe Bushkin™ Gloria Le Roy 
Mars Victor Redman j Eddie H 3 Les Pabios 
Arrig Mayfair Maids Can Can Ders 
$ Houes Jimmy _ Cross ee ee ton. Games. ce 
Jimmy Scott Chas Meek Shoshana Namari Park Ave. 
7 FINSBURY PARK Orson: Hendrick 
lation Empire (M) 2 Havana-Madrid oody Morgan 
oie berek Bobby Dolores 
2 Randows Roberto & Alicia 
bateets ag s —_ River Boys Lola & Vea) Tactenan 
oan 
Norman Evans J Wheeter 
— bes a | Farrer] 
eld Smi Lamar 
Sn GLASGOW 
P20 a Rose's gan . 
Darlys Do Dorothy Gray Co Carmen toya ’ 
Foy Beattie Morris & Cow The bane agg ee Ope 
Anna Mac Overbury Little Club e Touzet Orc 
BOSCOMBE tte trmie Warren sre Versaities 
Hippodrome (1) 2 | Eddie Gordon & | Fifth ave | Jay Marshall 
wily Whi Nancy Downey & v«onvir | Delora Bueno 
imi La Joe Orines Hazel Webster - Emile Pett: Ore 
‘ & T Clayton Jack (Hubert) Oia Knick Panchito Ore 
Pil Leste Stuart a.G Pool 5 = ha ~~ yaa 
r ua c o B 
Jack Leonerd GRIMSBY Clara Cedrone hg 
von Juveniles Palace (i) 2 Ole Roumantan Dick Shawn 
RIGHTON x sadie Ranks Dolph Trazmon * 
Hippodrome (M) 2 | 4 Adagio Devils Lou Seiler Bobby Meyers Ore 
olandas 3 Loonies {rene Carrol} Village Veneuare 
a Bros _— Authie Caro) Linzer Maxine van 
Anton Marietta Girls tee capers or | “Sa 
= J O’Gorman HACKNEY D’Aquila Ore Clarence Witliam: 
rothy Ward Empire (S) 2 Park Sheraton , Wivel 
Merle xeree — 7 Coleman 3 Chu 
Hippodrome ($) 2 LEEDS Seine dae Loe 
_— Empire M) 2 Hotet Ambasseco | Waidort. 
bby Breen Max Tein jules tande Ore Frankie Carle Orc 
Bros Sem Hotel Astor Tommy W: 
ereaux & Liliane Chevalier Bros Sammy Kaye Orc | Margaret Banks 
Kisma & Karen Downey & Daye MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 
BRIXTON Cynthie & Gladys e 
Corral co ‘ LEICESTER Bin J 7 onion Boyar 
alter Palace (S$) 2 Dania Bilett Z& Baker 
ed & Kerby Jack yy Christine Nelson vez 
illiams Kean & Van Kirk Ore 
Moxham & say Euridge Harvey Bell Celebrity Club 








cung 
Guy 
Line '6) 
Bob Morris Orc . 
Roney Plaza Hotel 
Hines Ore 
ms Souci Horel 
Sonny Howard 
Marta Nita 
Louis Adler Ore Sacasas Ore 
ave clock Club Saxony Hotel 
“Gullible’s Travels” 
Dolly’ Dawn Sie 
June Edwards Cabots o 
Frank Linale Ore Kay Coult 
Jonnina Motel are Jarret 
preted Furlette Don Powe 
Michael] Strange Penny Malone 
Tony Matas Henry 
Sarita Arceo Valdez Ore 
Andi Den 
L & Eddie's Sea Gull Hotel 
Mel Mars — . 
oe 
ys At en Leslie Roberts 
othy Ber 
Eddie Guertin —«| Rigel Sucre & Jean 
r nm 
+ ed Elaine De 
Chris Bailey Rafael’s Rumberos 
Martinique Hotel Sea iste Hotel 
Manolo & Ethe) Frances Lager 
Danny Yates Ore Seymour Hoffman O 


Al Stevens Vagebonds Ciub 
J & & Reyes Vagabonds (4) 
die Condos & Brandow 
Paddock Club DeMarco Sis &) 


Frank Linale Ore 


CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Eileen & Carver 
Norma Lou Doggett | Eddie O’Neal Orc 


Ginger Britton 


Russ Morgan Orc 


mnie Baxter Radio nome @ 
Don Kent Dorothy 
Bobo Lewis & Dancers (11) 
Bobby Barry Ralph Sterling 
Joel Friend Hote: Stev 
Henry Brandon Ore | Jerry Ma 
Sophie ‘Tucker’ | Harper’ Flaherty 
OP er ’ 
Joe. E. Lewis ting Bivdears 





Ska 
Jordan & Parvis Bu 
Arden Fietcher 
Dancers (11) 
Pancho Ore (@ Sid Kroft 
Cee Davidson O ©) 


Paimer House 


B Hughes & Blackie 
LOS ANGELES 
Ambassador Hotel 
Harvey Stone Pe Ryan & 
hay McDonald 


gman 
Biltmore Hotes | RY, Ohi ore 


rell & Winslow Mocambo 
e Romanos Champ Butler 
Alice & Kirkwood & 
Ashton G 
Serge Flash Latin-Aires 
rwin Orc Eddie Oliver Ore 
LAS VEGAS 
Desert inn Denny Beckner Orc 
The “Merry Chuy Reyes Orc 
idow” Revue Last Frontier Hote: 


Cariton Gayes Ore 
Ei Rancho Vegas 
Jackie Miles 


3 Suns 

Sloane 
Al Donahue Orc 
Thunderbird Hotel 








‘Most Hated Critic’ 


Continued from page 1 
denunciations of him, the feeling 
being that his type of criticism 
and comment harms the boxoffice. 

Jones “drops in” on Moffett 
every night at various times and 
under the latter’s questioning and 
during their “conversations” makes 
comments on current films, supper 
‘club shows and radio and TV en- 
tertainment, also gossiping gen- 
erally about local night life. 

In his Tribune column Jones 
also dwells on TV, radio and night- 
club performers and shows as well 
as pix. The other Moffett show 
sponsor is the Hotel Nicollet Min- 
nesota Terrace, one of the town’s 
two leading supper. clubs. 

Jones is the fourth Twin City 
newspaper entertainment depart- 
ment staffer to crash radio and TV. 
Others are John K. Sherman, Star 
drama and music editor; Bob Mur- 
phy, Star and Tribune pix editor 





Dispatch film editor and critic. 


Two 
sor A sterling. was then at $4. 
750 pounds each, Hope donated 


the proceeds to the British equiva- 
lent of America’s Boys Town. 


uel Goldwyn. The Danes look upon 


Danish author. 


Metro Filmusical 
Hollywood, July 3. 


Goldwyn chore, “Hans 





ing “On the Riviera,”) 


lee | improvement over last showing. Of 


and critic, and Bill Diehl, St. Paul | U 


years ago he got 5,000 pounds, 


Hope and Jack Benny got 5,- 


A unique luncheon last week 
with the Danish ambassador here 
hinged on the Hans Christian An- 
dersen picture he is doing for Sam- 


that as a national project. Kaye 
assured him of doing everything to 
contribute to the dignity of the 


" Danny Kaye is slated for a 
Metro filmusical- following his Sam 
Christian 


Andersen,” which Moss Hart is 
scripting. There is to be no sec- 
ond 20th-Fox commitment (follow- 
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Acts 








ARNIE SULTAN 


Comedy-panto 


35 Mins. 

Ruby Foo’s, Montreal 

Arnie Sultan, making his sec- 
ond appearance in lavish 
boite within the year, shows much 


medium height and neat appear- 
ance, guy opens fast with straight 
patter and maintains good pace 
throughout drawing yocks for okay 
dialect stories and routines larded 
with local barbs. Many of Sul- 
tan’s gags have a familiar — 
he has a tendeney to ride a laugh 
too long with strictly off-the-cob 
material instead of relying on his 
own routines which get him out of 
the usual comedic groove. 
Clincher is his session of mim- 
ing to special recordings. Gestures, 
although at times too broad, are 
clever and he heightens overall ef- 
fect with his closer, a specially 
recorded platter which mixes sev- 
eral impresh bits plus a voice that 
interrupts and heckles perform- 
ance. A cinch for video mediums 
and tourist-type. cafes. Newt. 


THE FOURSOME 
Seongs-dance 


12 Mins. 
Bellevue Casino, Montreal 


Fronting two of the fancy Belle- 
vue Casino productions and work- 
ing a single spot, the Foursome 
score easily with their clever 
dance patterns and smoothly ar- 
ranged vocal sessions. Team, com- 
prised of two girls and two boys, 
have youth and vitality on their 
side, and trim appearance plus en- 
thusiasm make them a natural to 
sharpen the sometimes lethargic 
hoofing of the regular cafe chorus. 
Combo, all brunets, are about 
same height, gals are lookers and 
talent seems equally divided with 
all dances choreographed to fea- 
ture group rather than one doing 
solos backed by rest of outfit. 
Their one vocal effort, a fast in- 
terp of “Sit Down” from “Guys 
and Dolls,” scored despite length 
and repetitious gest ‘ The 
Foursome are good for any visual 
medium and a surething in a 
large cafe. Newt. 


TOMMY WONDER & MARGARET 
BANKS 


Dance 
12 Mins. 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 

Tommy Wonder, who formerly 
partnered with Dixie Dunbar, and 
Margaret Banks are a goodlooking 
and smart-stepping hoofing team. 
Pair have been on TV and in mu- 


equally well-designed for cafes and 
hotel rooms. ar room, 
however, presents an obstacle for 
—_ ome wee in that it’s diffi- 
to the footwork if 
seated be ringside tables. 

At this spot, their routine is split 
into two parts with Wonder in each 
case coming as_a solo turn. 
He projects stro 


with a 
soft-shoe ballet style. It’s a f 
and distinctive hoofing attack. A 
pert looker attractive bed in 
a knee-length gown, 


room routine that’s executed with 
flair and precision. nape 


Organ 

Van Curler Hotel, Schenectady | 
Maturely attractive woman plays 

a Hammond o expertly in the 

dark-panelled Tap 

Van Amigo Hotel. : 

p.m., ers pops an 

the hour 





til of eight. 
Formal are on 
set, r which Miss Lee re- 


there, possesses a 
sense of rhythm and-a sure, 
ble touch on the organ. Her 

personality is endly and her 


. She was attrac- 
tively dressed in a white summer 
suit when caught. Jaco. 





FOUR TATALI GIRLS 
Comedy, Acrobatic 
Mins. 


Palace, N. Y. 


their presumed 

origination. Com and t 
acro work is carried out at a fast 
pace with slick ma tricks and 
a succession of forw 


tumbling. 


acrobatics and feet-to-head 
ing relieved 
of one girl. 





sical comedies and their routine is, 


Banks | 
joins Wonder in a whirling ball-| has been 


These four ls are flashily ‘at- 
tired ion Wallner sige ane bow to] ame 
South American 


and back 
Gals also stand out in table 
balanc- 


ugging gestures | 8! to home 
PM ny eg meer 


DICK DUANE 
Songs 


12 Mins. 

Park Ave., N. Y. ¢ 

Dick Duane ts a youthful singer 
who would get optimum results 
with a more relaxed manner. He's 
entirely too tense in this room, and 
this feeling is frequently communi- 
cated to the customers. Duane has 
a nice voice. He sings capably and 
his concentration on ballads can 
easily be overcome. with inclusion 
of some lighter numbers. 

Duane’s tunes are delivered in a 
paces © dramatic style. This type of 
rendition gets a little wearing. He’s 
got the elementals of g and 
needs to include changes of mood 


and pace before he becomes eligible 
for er spots. Jose. 
MAXIE & MILLIE 

Comedy, Instrumental 

7 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 


This nome rn entry features 

comedy conceits of 
Maxie, a trick instrument tive 
in gaudy getup whose’ side busi- 
ness is laugh-pulling. Array in- 
cludes sax, flute, harmonica, clari- 
net and trumpet, which he inter. 
lards with dog barking and whis- 
tling, plus a running sight gag 
based on revolving hairdo accom- 
panied by leers and sound effects, 
Maxie also shows straight vir. 
tuosity on muffled trumpet, scoring 
handily with “Beer Barrel Polka 
on double trump. Millie is the 


adornment. Should be in general 
demand. 

RITA & ALLAN FARRELL 
Dance 


5 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 


A supper club duo in Broadway 
debut, Rita & Allan Farrell show 
easy-to-take dance etchings, in- 
cluding graceful lifts in light style, 
with act set off by vivid red gown 
of the girl. 


Display neat change of pace in 
agile whirls and shimmying, done 
in deliberately oldish idiom, and 
close with a frothy “Cindy” 


propped by straw and cane. Nice 
terp twosome. 





Film’s Prosperity 


Continued from-page 1 


it seemed hardly possible that pic 
ture biz could be as dead as some 
of its pallbearers claimed when & 
film like “The Great Caruso” 
earned itself a nine-week run cur- 


hot on the bilities of theatre 
tele, is losing no time in going for 
su on . As a matter of 
fact, some of TVs 
earliest sregonenton Sra Paul 
Rai v.p. — are 
now even more a 
of coin-box tele. 


on the new band 





agent for Telemeter in each towa 
and to work out a system whereby 
pix will get their first-runs in the 
atres and second-runs on the coitr 
box system. Skiatron, on the other 
; was pre 
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Roxy, N. ¥. 


old Shoda, Jo Barnum & 
ieee Walsh, Skating Ryles (4), 
Betty & Jane Kean, Martin 
(2), Roxyettes (24), Escorts, 
Nirska (8), Skating Blades & Belles 
(8), “The _Frogméen” (20th), re- 
viewed in VARIETY June 13, ’51l¥ 





he Roxy combines inauguration 

of its summer iceshows with Inde- 

endence Day motif for neat pro- 

duction package. The blades dis- 

plays are again colorful and rapid- 

ly paced and the acts given nice 
settings. 

Roxy staff presents the icers in 
a manner that overcomes handi- 
caps of the facilities. Skaters have 
to make contact with the audience 
across an expanse of stage and the 
pandpit. The performers are aid- 
ed considerably by some dressy 
backgrounds that rivet the eye to 
the rink, and the routining fills the 
ice decoratively. 

The A. J. Balaban-Sammy Rauch 
combine has assembled prime skat- 
ing talent. In the top slot is Ar- 
nold Shoda, who has been one of 
the strongest blade clicks at this 
house. His routines are well de- 
signed and excellently projected. 
He shows a good assortment of 
tricks, covers the ice gracefully 
and gets off to a salvo. 


Some pert routines are by Jo 
Barnum & John Walsh, who give’) 
the proceedings-a cute note. This 
youthful combo puts over some 
okay dance tricks for good recep- 
tion. The Skating Ryles perform 
in the manner of a roller-skating 
act. Comprising two mixed cou- 
ples, they show off well with a va- 
riety of tricks, including. nck 
swivels and pinwheels, which help 
them get the measure of the house. 
The four couples in the line dress 
the proceeaes attractively and 
provide excéllent backgrounds for 
the solo spots. 

The stage portion of the show is 
highlighted by the Roxy drill num- 
ber, a Staple at this house. The 
girls are led through a manual of 
arms and marching routine. It’s a 
snappy and picturesque bit that 
justifies its lengthy running time. 
A flag finale with Nirska doing an 
energetic silk-waving briefie, winds 
up the show solidly. 

The stage acts comprise Betty & 
Jane Kean and the Martin Bros., 
latter doing okay with _ their 
marionette displays. Material has 
been exhibited .previously, but it 
holds up well, 

The Misses Kean, also repeaters 
at this house, have a good routine 
which, if luxed, would make for a 
much better act. The duo descend 
to vulgarities which do not belong 
in any spot where family trade 
gathers. Some of it is smoker 
stuff; the girls can get along with- 
out it.. They’re on for an inter- 
minable length, but they do get off 
to a handsome a 

For this occasion, the Roxy line 
has been brought up to full 
strength of 24. Eight boys are 
added to this collection. It does 
make a much better production 
splash with that mass of cheese- 
cake around. The H. Leopold 
Spitalny chorus provides further 
dressing to the show. - Jose. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chiéago, June 29. 
Pride & Day, Harris & Shore, 
Beb Crosby, Modernaires with 
Paula Kelly (5), Irving Kaplin 


orch; “Serangers on a_ Train” 
(WB). 1, : 








What could be an excellent stage- 
show is more or less a hodgepodge, 
with liberal cutti and a change 
in Veet bn ge . Absence of an 
emcee the first show was definitely 
marked, the acts coming on cold 
and trying to pit themselves against 
the cold early matinee audience. 
Undoubtedly Crosby will take over 
he emcee role and show shoul 
Tun much better. However, running 
two singing stints together, Crosby 
io Sat fe 

s : § eir a 

wiuld make ithe 7 much stronger. 

ride ay get things under- 
way with a fast bit of juggling and 
Patter, the male doing most of the 
work via indian clubs and tennis 
ball. Duo gets some laughs on 
Caught-foot routine and hat-switch’ 
biz. Harris & Shore follow with 
some ballroom satire stuff that gets 
Over, aided by femme’s mugging 
and chatter. 

Bob Crosby makes his ‘first entry 
with a beat version of “Because of 
tine and then does a song-recita- 
‘on of “I Wonder If You're Lone- 
Some” for neat returns. It’s his 
mg material number about brother 

Ing, now brought up to date with 
nephew Gary, that really registers. 
wi he Modernaires spark the revue, 
ith group not relying-solely on 


tue very good sight stuff... From 

a ame ae 
s Alw B c 

medley of folk tunes with Bob 


, th 
wo 


dj aud reaction, with Janis 


their radio show tunes but using | d 





peosby, quintet doesn’t let up. Only 


Spot is the afterpiece, a ran 


. 
. 





plese of commercial copy for 
pbell’s Soups, which takes the 
edge off a fine session. After 
ey have a fine jumpy nov- 
then score on how film 
Geek conpten tae teine’ tare 
cop e or 
of pon tbe Pr his close carbons 
of pic names. Paula Kelly also reg- 
isters with her takeoff on Katharine 
He . There’s some yocky stuff 


wi ee ae of the Mills | Miss 


Bros. and the Pioneers, and 
then they pair up with Crosby for 
the corn session at end. 

Irv Kaplin continues to do a good 
job filling in for Louis Basil while 
latter vacations. Zabe. 


Oriental, Chi 


Chicago, June 28. 
Rudells (3), Yonely, Jay Law- 
rence, Ethel Waters, with Reginald 
Beane, Sherman Hayes Orch; “Ex- 
cuse My Dust” (M-G). 





Although Oriental has a sturdy 
bill on tap this week, inclement 
weather at time of show caught 
stymied what could have amount- 
ed to maximym dividends all 
around. Headliner Ethel Waters 
was affected most by the heavy 
teenage. turnout, with only, a few 
customers around who apparently 
recollected further back than ‘the 
singer's “Beulah” radio show. 
There was a scattering, also, of 
those who arrived out of curiosity 
resulting from her recent auto 
biog, but by and large the old 
guard Waters fans were all home 
out of the rain. 


Miss Waters does seven numbers 
that amply demonstrate her potent 
showmanship, her ability to ped- 
dle a tune as few chirps can. Ac- 
tress stands in one spot without 
moving a muscle, packing all the 
punch in her dramatic facial ges- 
tures. Otherwise, “the obvious 
flaws in her pipes are more than 
made up for -with cunning vocal 
shading. Singer opens with “Ain’t 
Goin’ to Sin,” swings over to her 
more familiar “Happiness,” “Cabin 
in Sky,” but it’s her closer, “Am 
: Blue,” which wields the big wal- 
op. 

Impressionist Jay Lawrence, in 
the runner-up, gets across to hefty 
chuckles with his Cooper, Grant, 
Laine, and Nat Cole carbons. His 
fight broadcast bit is probably his 
best routine and draws the big- 
gest dividends. Unfortunately, his 
channel swimmer number buckles 
uP, and could be left out com- 
pletely. 

Yonely has a solid turn with 
pantomime and his zany -instru- 
ments. Comic gets chuckles at 
walkon with his ghost-like puss 
and his wig. His comic fiddling 
and especially his gag via water 
seemingly pouring out of his 
opties make for the bi ee yocks. 
Comedian exits to good hand after 
his keyboard routine with grape- 
fruit-size spheres. - 


Rudells, two lads and lass, heat 
the house in good fashion with 
their trampoline antics. Well-bal- 
anced nature of the turn, which 
has both comédy and some diffi- 
cult hoop somersaulting, pays off 
to standout applause, — 


Sherman Hayes orch is parlay- 
ng the current White Sox fever 
here with a house number consist- 
ing mostly of name-dropping. 
Minoso, Carrasquel, Fox and the 
rest of the Sox infield cop off all 
the applause. Orchestra cuts the 
show cavably. with Reginald 
Beane guiding Miss Waters or the 
piano. Mel. 





Olympia, Miami 
Miami, June 29. 


Janis Paige, Walters & Priscilla, 
Steve Evans, Janet & Paul, Mage 
& Kerr, Les Rhode House Orch; 
“My Forbidden Past” (RKO). 


Bill this week gets sa nretgg 
ge in 
the topliner spot adding the extra 
fillip for color and marquee value. 
Miss Paige’s routining and mate- 
rial make it. obvious that her 
writers and arrangers are playing 
the comedy angles to plus her eye- 
aepeel. which Rh “nnanees wee 
plunging neckline. a good 
of patter with her song ideas: most 
of it comes off. thanks to easy an- 
proach to her lines. On the lyric 
side, it’s tailored stuff that sets 
well, For change of pace and 
novelty she inserts a cowboy slant- 
ed bit. complete to sombrero and 
gunbelt to add to overall impact. 

Steve Evans almost walks away 
with the mitt honors, . however. 
with his character impreshes. 
Standouts are standard drunk bit 
and aud laugh types. 

Teeoff spot is a good pace-setter 
via tap ideas of Mage & Kerr. 
Ventro stint of Walters & Priscilla 
is. well versed. with the chatter and 
ummies . utilized. cavab'y for 
healthy returns. Aerialists Janet 
& Paul garner steady. sesh of re- 
action from stubholders with their 
flips and twists. "es Rhode hous- 
orch is okay op the tea fd 





“marquee names. 








HOUSE REVIEWS 





Margaret » Jack Smith, 

Clarke Bros. fessor Back 

Frank. De Vol Orch; “Exz- 

cuse My Dust” (M-G), reviewed in 
Variety May 23, ’51. 


Current stageshow at the Capitol 
is heavy on the warbling side, wi 
arpares Whiting, Jack Smith and 
Frank De Vol supplying the songs. 

Whiting registers well on 
numbers closely identified with her 
latters, especially “It Might As 
ell Be Spring” and “A Tree in 
the Meadow.” At show caught (28) 
she got hefty response on a medley 
of songs written by her father, 
Jack: Whiting, such as “Japanese 
Sandman,” “Sleepy Time Gal,” 
“Honey,” “Louise” and “Till We 
Meet Again.” She teams up with 
Jack Smith on. “When You and 
I Were Young, Maggie” to fair 
returns. Attempts at clowning do 
not pay off. 
_ Smith puts over his entries in 
a satisfactory manner, getting good 
hands on “Sound Off,” “Me and 
My Shadow” and “The September 
Song,” and a fair return on “Rica 
Pulpa.” ’ " 

Jimmy Edmondson, “Professor 
Backwards,” pulled the heaviest 
hands when caught. His monolog, 
slightly on the shady side in spots, 
wins solid laughs, while his own 
standard gimmick of being able 
to instantly pronounce and write 
out long words backwards on a 
blackboard is good for hefty re- 
turns. 
~ Sepian Clark Bros. are nimble 
precision dancers who score nicely. 
Solo breaks register good, while 
their difficult splits are standouts. 

De Vol’s orch supplies top mu- 
sical support, and De Vol clicks 
in a duet with Miss Whiting on 
“Baby, It’s Cold Outside.” Alst. ; 





Apelio, N. Y. 

Willis Jackson Orch (12), Otto 
Eason, DeLage & Shirley, Princess 
Orelia & Jose, Harris &. Radcliffe, 
Ruth Brown; “Chinatown at Mid- 
night” (Col). 





Current Apollo layout is a fair 
entertainment package that pleases 
stubholders despite lack of solid 
Session (70 min- 
utes) absorhs dull spots. by mov- 
ing at clicko pace. 


Headliner is thrush Ruth Brown, | 


whose unusual styling (a sort of 
swing-bop-blues combo) gets max- 
imum audience returns. Gal cov- 
ers attractive frame in good taste 
and displays plenty of stage savvy 
as she socks across a flock of 
lamentunes, “Mistake” and “Stand- 
ing on the Corner” are delivered 
with proper mood, but turn suffers 
by relentless delivery of songs of 
the “unhappy” genre. Inclusion of 
gay tune in her repertoire could 
lift act into sock attraction. 

Otto Eason opens the show with 
some fast buck and winging on 
roller skates.-Lad gets apprecia- 
tive sendoff in windup as he taps 
his wheédls on a single staircase 
a la Bill Robinson. Deface & Shir- 
ley, sa | magico tirn, offer e 
stand prestidigitations for 
effect. Team wastes no time be- 
hoes intemested all tha’ oop, Petes 

ouse e way. - 
cess. Orelia “& Jose, Afro-Cuban- 
styled dancing duo, are in the trey 
spot. Using. an unbilled bongo 

ayer, team displays a lot of 
reneticism for f returns. The 
comedy turn gets a lift this ses- 
sion from Harris & Radcliffe, who 
score with pleasing family-type 
humor. 

Willis Jackson’s crew is on 
throughout, whipping across a 
number of solid tunes. Comprised 
of four brass, five rhythm, three 
reed, the orch tends to be a trifle 
brassy, but their rocking rhythms 
get good results. Jackson gets in 
some solid tenor sax licks and dis- 
plays his showmanship and musi- 
cianship in “Man With the Horn” 
and “Gator Tail.” 

Biz was moderate at third per- 
formance (29). 





Casino, Toronto 
_.Teronto, June 29. 
Ethel Smith, Burt Taylor, Russ 
Sobey & Joy, Cummings, The 
Novwellos, ‘Jimmie Cameron, Archie 
Stone House Orch; “Cause for 
Alarm” (M-G). 





On audience reception of her 
first visit here, Ethel Smith can 
return anytime. Diminutive blonde 
in those Paris gowns, plus. the 
electric organ and her engaging 
explanatory patter, seems as in- 
g.nuous as a kid with a new tri- 
cycle. This also is evident in her 
cute showing-off of her “‘no hands” 
technique when playing passages 
solely on the foot pedals. Show- 
manly production has the artist 
backed by an angled mirror which 
_ermits the customers to watch 
her swift finger manipulations on 
the double keyboard when they 
are not. appraising her elegant 
one gy her toes dart over 


als. 
Opens with “Just One of Those 
Things” and then into “Breeze and 


th}. Surrounding bill is of top cali- 


| mercials, a drunk act, and his gym- 


| Goes Weasel” latchon. 


‘| are scored under New Acts. 


the|to clown with 





I,” “Biddle: Faddle,” “Claire” de 


Lune,” a couple of. medley’s 
and a Pierie 
Girl has fine control ‘of the in- 


strument, from whispering 
oretating ty i" ‘ater 

atia inter- 
polated chitchat. 


bre, though Russ Sobey & Joy, man 


and woman tap team cut 
out that opening and get 
into. their routines more 


TT Both are on for duo work 
and challenges and score heavily 
when caught. Ditto response go to 
the Novellos for their balancing 
work on the ladders and bars; Don 
Cummings for his zany TV com- 


Nastic grappli in donning an 
undersized elastic girdle; and Burt 
Taylor for his selling of love songs, 
notably “Laura,” “Too Young” and 
“Solitude.” Jimmie Cameron em- 
cees amiably. McStay. 


Palace, N.Y. 

4 Tatali . Girls, Minda Lang, 
Maxie & Millie, Billy Banks, Dick 
Buckley, Rita & Allan Farrell, Dick 
Drake, Paul Remos & His te Boys 
(3), Eddie White, Al Libby & 
Betty, Don Albert House Orch; 
“Three Steps North” (UA), re- 
viewed in Variety June 13, ’51. 





A nice balance between novel- 
ties and standard fare gives this 
house a neat score as it continues 
on its 10-act, 90-minute cycle. In- 
terest is sustaM™®ed throughout. 


Veteran comic~-singer Eddie 
White, next to closing, starts tepid- 
ly with gabfest and vocal, builds 
to moderate returns with “Wait 
for Me, Mary” and “I Got Lost in 
the Woods Blues,” latter a “Pop 
Hebe 
semi-dialectic jokes seem strained 
and there’s poor transition from 
own voice to characters depicted. 


Show opens with flashy 4 Tatali 
Girls, comedy. acros (New Acts), 
and moves nicely to Minda Lang, 
a corking whistler. Her technical 
yirtuosity on “Bewitched,” a sau- 
cily done “Give Me a Little Kiss” 
and speeded-up Hungarian entry is 
set off by an engaging manner 
and slim good looks that should 
pread-eagle her into other fields, 
notably teevee. 


Billy Banks, . ex-Noble_ Sissle 
chanter with plenty of vocal ver- 
satility, does a neat “Love Sweepin’ 
the Country,” segueing into “Baby 
Smiles At Me” as per Ted Lewis, 
toppitig with Jolson-styled medley 
that earns loud mitting. His “Show 
Boat” reprises can stand cutting 
on the “Ol’ Man River” end, al- 
though drawing handily as a pack- 
age. 

Dick Buckley. commands large | 
attention MS his thoroughly 
hoked-up and tuch teeveed ven- 
triloquial act that depends on 
four audience recruits for steady 
laughs. His warmup “Can’t Give 
Anything But Love” almost out- 
Armstrongs Louis in the gravel 
vein, and closing gibberish, boogie- 
woogie and hat exchange with one 
volunteer sends gent away a 
winner. 


Black-ca Dick Drake’s dead- 
an, bo mandolin-pick- 
g in concerto style is well knit 
comedy operating aleng classic 
lines in patter ement. He’s 
in there glossily with “Second 
Hungarian Rhapsody” and “Third 
Man Theme,” latter with nifty as- 
sist from pit piano and sidemen. 
Eighth-niched Paul Remos & 
Toy Boys show the two ever-clever 
lilliputians and trick-holding Re- 
mos in their combo acro, high- 
perch balancing, and dance turn 
that wallops across. A backbending 
drink and glass lift aloft is out- 
standing. Closer is straight, trick 
and freewheeling Al Libby & Betty 
bike stint. Libby still masters the 
full turn back; to seat position 














% 


Aquashow 
(FLUSHING MEADOWS, N. Y.) 


Elliott Murphy production, di- 
rected by Arthur Murphy. With 
June Ea Bobby -atswoyg Whitey 
Hart, Len Carney, John Edmiston, 
Stan Dudek,. Norman Sper, Jr., 
Terry Desmond, - ee - Zanies, 
Aquadorables (24), tty Harri- 
son; Bert Wheeler, with Hank 
Ladd & Francetta Mulloy; Johnny 
Burke, Ambassadors, — Ivanovs, 
Johnny McKnight. Choreography, 
Bunny Seymour; musical direction, 
Al Evans. At Flushing Meadows 
Amphitheatre, N. Y., $1.25 top. 





Elliott Murphy, now in his sixth 
year of operation of this weather- 
permitting bonznza, ts continuing 
the format found to be the most 


profitable gimmick that he’s hit 
during his tehure at the Flushing 
Meadows Amphitheatre, built 
originally as the site of Billy Rose’s 
Aquacade of World’s Fair days. 

The formula of aquatic and land- 
lubber acts makes a pleasant brand 
of summertime al fresco entertain- 
ment. It’s a show that gets repeat 
trade with chamge of headliners, 
and the pop-priced policy of $1.25 
top is sufficiently down to earth 
to fill the 8,272 seats. 

The water end follows the pat- 
tern of previous years. Exhibits 
of high diving and marine displays 
along with the trick dives by the 
Aqua Zanies are virtually the same 
as last season. It’s a combination 
that’s been too b.o. potent to let 
go, and it pays off in applause, 
too. The diving contingent in- 
cludes Len Carney, Jack Edmis- 
ton, Whitey Hart, Star Dudek, 
Terry Desmond, Norman Sper, Jr., 
plus an assortment of clown mer- 
men who are skilled at their craft, 
showing form in making the flights 
into water. Sole femme this sea- 
son is Betty Harrison, who knows 
how to take the plunge gracefully. 

The aquatic ballet is led by 
June Earing, with Bobby Knapp 
working in tandem in some se- 
quences. She’s a lithe swimmer 
and makes a good impact. The 
Aquadorables (24) go through a 
series of pool-filling formations 
choreographed by Bunny Seymour. 
A Hawalian ballet highlights their 
efforts with some flashy effects de- 
rived from fluorescent lighting. 


The platfurm part of the enter- 
tainment would. constitute a 
good vaude show in itself, there 
being ti performers to make 
up a regulation. display, with a 
headliner for goéd measure. Bert 
Wheeler and Hank Ladd, aided by 
Francetta Mulloy, hit a good stride 
in their comedies. This has been 
the most successful combination 
used by Wheeler in many years. 


Ladd and Miss IMulloy, who have 
worked with Wheeler at various 
times for years, fire a good 
brand of comedy. Trio are smooth 
workers, provide a wide variety of 
laughs, plus som’. wistful bits such 
as Wheeler's dissertation on small 


boys. 

For added comedy, Johnny 
Burke does his draftee routine. 
Some of the lines aren’t for family 
trade, but he does draw a steady 
stream of yocks. Openers are the 
Ivanovs, a three-man act, who 
show a good line of tricks and reap 


a mittful of applause. 


Ben Yost’s Ambassadors 
the vocal setting to a 


rovide 
tephen 


Foster production humber and bit ~ 


a good stride in a medley out 
front. There were times at open- 
ing (26) when they and the band 
couldn't get together, but once a 
rapport was reached, they did fine. 
Maestro Al Evans works under a 
handicap. . He’s a good distance 


that, with other fine stunting, | away from the vaude acts and it’s 


win a hand-for him and orthodox 


bikeing of shapely Betty. Maxie & 
Millie, entalists, 
and Rita & nm Farrell, dancers, 


Don Albert’s orch sweeps show 
along at good pace. 


Steel Pier, A.€. . 
Atlantic City, June 28. 





man 

Marimba-aires (2}, Bobby Whaling 
& Yvette, Freddy Powers’ Orch; 
“Mr. Universe” (EL). 





Gloria De Haven, vivacious song- 
stress, tops as nicely balanced a 
bill as has been ‘seen here in many 
a moon. Brought.on by Henny 
Youngman, who emcees show, Miss 
De ven starts things on their 
way with fast “I Want to Be Hap- 
py.” Her next is “Love Is Just 
Around the Corner,” then a tune 
by Jean De Paul, who accompanies 
“Here Come the Blues.” ff to 
nice applause, she is brought back 

Youngman, doing 
“The Man I “4 


What she lacks in voice she has 


.| with good dance routine. 





in looks and poise. Her ability 


a -herculean feat to synchronize 
both elements. Generally, he does 
a sock bit of showbacking. Johnny 
McKnight er. ees. Jose: 





to punch over numbers, be the 
blues, pop or dreamy sentiment, 
drew a top hand. ~ 

Burke & Hollow have teeoff spot 
Make 
nice appearance and get excellent 
hand, e Marimba-aires, a mixed 
team, next on bill, with male's fin- 
gering of “Bumblebee,” scoring. 
Use of strobolite played on rib- 
bons attached to mallets doing 
march number on darkened stage 
was also well received. 


Youngman; an annual Music Hall 
visitor, again shows himself to be 
an expert at fast patter. Has next- 
to-closing spot des. emceein 
show and gives solid account 0 


himself, 

Bobby Whaling & Yvette close 
show with their le act, a re- 
turning favorite. ey keep audi- 
ence with them throughout and 
climax japan Pg mr ridine 10-foot 
— with Yvette atop 4 ae 

ers. ; 
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Elaborate Layout on Fourposter’: 
ATPAM Loses in Chi: Other Silo News | 





Whatever strawhat 
may say of the Hume es- 
sica Tandy touring “Fourposter” as 
entertainment, barn managers are 
unlikely to complain about its pro- 
duction and exploitation setup. Ac- 
cording to several rural operators, 
the advance preparations for the 
show are the most thorough in silo 
circuit history. “Fourposter” is 
playing its first engagement this 
week at the Westhampton (L.I.) 
Playhouse, and has seven other 
one-week stands through Sept. 1. 

Newest gimmick for the show, 
apparently patterned after film 
company methods, is a packet sent 
to each loc?1 management. It con- 
tains a copy of the script, publicity 
photos and various size mats of 
Cronyn and his wife, plus press 
releases and stories and blueprints 
of designs by Richard Burns from 
Lester Polakov’s plans for the five 
settings which the local manage- 
ment will build. Outside of the 
packet carries sample billing and | 
credits for the production. Cos- 
tumes, designed by Lucinda Bal- 
lard, are being supplied by Cronyn 
and, when necessary, will be 
shipped by plane to the various 
stands. Complete prop lists, color 
samples, ete., have already been 
sent to every management. 

Since the Cronyns are produc- 
ing the play as well as comprising 
its entire cast, it was possible to 
have longer than usual rehearsals 
without paying performance sal- 
aries, as generally required under 
the Equity rules. So several weeks 
were taken to prepare the Jan de 
Hartog drama at the -Cronyn’s 
Greenwich (Conn.) home, with 
Paul Morrison directing. Also, the 
extended pre-production period 
provided additional time for the 
two stage managers, Marjorie Win- 
field and William Weaver, to make 
advance arrangements for the 
show at its various bookings. J 

With the tour now under way, 
Winfield will go ahead of the pro- 
duction 4 week or so to supervise 
scenic and lighting preparations, 
with Miss Winfield remaining with 
the Cronyns for each opening and 
then leaving the assignment to the 
local stage manager for the balance 
of each engagement. 

With the booking last week of 
the Norwich (Conn.) Summer The- 
atre for Aug. 13-18, the tour is now 
complete, including a layoff July 
30-Aug. 4: If the reaction of straw- 


(Continued on page 60) 


Part of London ‘Pacific’ 
Cast by Whyte; Premiere 
Definitely Set for Nov. 1 


London, June 3. 


Jerome Whyte, who sailed on the 
Elizabeth last Friday (29) after 
nearly two months of casting for 
“South Pacific,” plans to return to 
London, Aug. 21 and will then 
stay until after the opening, which 
is definitely set at the Drury Lane 
for Nov. 1. He’s staging the show 
here. 

Mary Martin is due here in mid- 
September to take up her starring 
role. Rehearsals for male mem- 
bers of the cast are skedded to 
start Sept. 20 and for the full com- 
pany Sept. 24. 

Among those already signed by 
Whyte are Hartley Power, who 
will play Capt. George Brackett; 
John McLaren, as Commander 
William Harbison; Wally Peterson, 
as the Professor; "Gerald Metcalfe, 
as Lt. Buzz Adams; and Peter 
Grant, as Lt. Joseph Cable. 

Dierdree Depyre, Patricia Hall 
and Barbara Whiting have been se- 
lected as nurses, and Ivor Emanuel, 
Henry Goodyear and A. J.Powell- 
Bristow as the three-Seabees. The 
two child roles will be filled by 
John Levitt and Patricia Lowi. 
George Hancock is to understudy 
the male lead (still to be chosen) 
and Patricia Hartley will be Miss 
Martin’s stand-in. ; 








San Antonio Civic Opera 


To Tee Off With Firefly’ 


San Antonio, July 3. 

The San .Antonio Civic Opera 
Co. will open its 25th season July 
18 with a performance of Rudolph 
Friml’s “Firefly” in the Sunken 
Garden Theatre here. 

Dr. Otto Wick will direct. Elain 
Curran will be stage director, and 
settings will be pn ode by Robin 
Studio. 


audiences+- 


Fort Wayne Sets First 
Of Summer Musicals 


Fort Wayne, July ‘3. 

First of the summer series of 
musicals and light operas to be pre- 
sented in the News-Sentinel Out- 
door Theatre by the Fort Wayne 
Light Opera Festival, Inc., will be 
““The Vagabond King,” July 6-7-8. 

Stars are Robert Cocherille, Mil- 
dred Germanson, and‘ Cy Frailey. 
Prices are $1, $1.65 and $2.40. 


Roving Mugg's 
London Stance 


By HUMPHREY DOULENS 

I suppose I should have gone to 
see the Festival. That’s why I went 
to London in the first place. I fully 
intended to descend that sinrulated 
coal mine, to gasp at the Watford 
ladies’ embroidery exhibit and ‘to 
moon over the m@el slum clear- 
ance projects. But .omehow I could 
never get out of Haymarket or the 
Strand and there I sat every night, 
a Yankee pilgrim, strangled with 
sobs at the second act curtain of 
“The King’s Rhapsody,” or cheer- 
ing Monday nights for Dame Sybil 
Thorndike in “Waters of the Moon” 
and Tuesday nights for Dame 
Edith Evans, as well as for the 
management that dared present 
these two eminent ladies on the 
same stage. 

British rules and regulations con- 
fine the Festival to the other side 
of the Thames and Battersea Park, 
but they let it spill over onto the 
Mall while I was there and into 
the West End as well. No scientist, 
no Thompson & Dundy, no Billy 
Rose could have conjured the 
thrilling sight of a slim, little prin- 
cess galloping sidesaddle at the 
head of her father’s elite horsemen 
down the two-mile stretch from 
Buckingham Palace to the Troup- 
ing of the Colors. No soprano faced 
with her first Isolde, no Lengien, 
no Glenna Collet ever accepted a 
more daring challenge. A half mil- 
lion people cheered the plucky 
heiress presumptive. Only a very 
old queen, sitting erect in the jump 
seat of her Daimler, Gid not flinch 
at the sight of this ordeal in horse- 
manship. She had trained Princess 
Elizabeth well. 

It’s held each year in London, 
and no world’s fair anywhere has 
ever had anything to match the 
Royal Tournament, that extraordi- 
nary display of feats of ee 
and endurance, of panoply and pa- 
triotism held in Earl’s Court. Here 
prize teams from every branch of 
armed service, Commandos and the 
rescue dogs of the R. A.F., Navy rig- 
gers and mounted bandsmen, High- 
land pipers and Welsh athletes 
compete for great honors. There 
has never been a demonstration of | ; 
its equal in America. 

The incredible illumination flood- 
ing the Festival grounds, even all 

(Continued on page 61) 


2 Legits In Atlantic City, 








With Circle Arena, ‘Bagels’ | nick, r 


Atlantic City, July 3. 

Two legitimate theatres have 
opened here. The Circle, the re- 
sort’s first theatre-in-the-round, 
opened last night (Mon.) with Jean 
Parker and Robert Lowry in “Can- 
dlelight,” John Marley directing. 
Frances Oliver is producing the 
plays, which are to run weekly for 
the séason. They are being staged 
in downtown Hotel Chelsea. 

Seats are arranged on all four 
sides of the stage 10 rows deep. 
Entrances and exits are made from 
the audience. Prices range from a 
$3.69 top down to $1.85, with 
Wednesday and Friday matinees 
from $3.08 to $1.23. 

On the Million Dollar Pier, 
“Bagels and Yox” opened. Satur- 
day night (30) with a performance 


for the benefit of the local Binai | Visi 


B'rith. Revue offers Barton Bros., 
Rickie Layne, Marty Drake, Larry 
Albert, Mary Forrest, Lou Saxon 
‘and Laurette & Clymas, with Mur- 
ray Shusterman and his orchestra. 
Seale runs from $3.50 to $1.50. 
Offered by the Brandt Theatres 
and Beckman & Pransky,.it will 





play all summer and go to New 
York in the fall. 


VARIETY 
Legit Bits 


J udgment for 














,103.68, repre- 
senting delinquent unempl ent 
insurance taxes on “ x 
was 0 the State Indus- 
trial er the 
dani cally. te he epee 

g en ° me 
Court . . . Legit-TV TV ‘actress Gloria 


Stroock’s portrait has beén ie 
pA Eugene Speicher . 

. executive-secretary yr Ez 
soca a left Saturday (30) for 
a month’s vacation (unless he’s re- 
called because of the usual crisis) 
at Bennington, Vt. ... Mrs. Louise 
Beck, president of the Martin Beck 
Theatre, N. Y., is spending this 
week-with friends in Barnstable, 
on the Cape, and will go next week 
to Gloucester, on the Massachusetts 
North Shore .. . Fifty-Second 
Street Theatre Ticket Service, Inc., 
lone of the smaller Broadway 
agencies, was nicked by the N. Y. 
Telephone Co. for-a hs 18 judg- 
ment last week in N. Y. Supreme 
Ceurt . . , Charles Harris, general 
manager “for - George Abbott's 
“Tree Grows in Brooklyn” and 
company. manager of “Guys and 
Dolls,” is in serious condition in 
French Hospital, N. Y., after an 
emergency appendectomy and sub- 
sequent complications. 

illiam R. Katzell and Ray 
Golden, who've already been 
slapped with numerous judgments 
growing out of their 1949-50 flop, 
“Alive and Kicking,” were hit with 
another for $12,133.64 last week 
in N. Y. Supreme Court. Action 
was brought by Charles O. Blais- 
dell and William D. Dunne, attor- 
neys for the W. P. Nolan & Co. 
scenic studio . . . While Wolcott 
Gibbs. is at- Fire Island working 
on a new comedy, John Lardner 
is subbing as New Yorker drama 
critic . . . Nina Cohen, secretary 
to Theatre Guild business manager 
Peter Davis, got herself engaged 
during her recent vacation. Wed- 
ding will be next fall... Saul 
Lancourt, of Leblang’s theatre 
ticket agency, is vacationing this 
week in the Laurentians and will 
spend the next three weeks at his 
upstate farm .. . Ticket broker 
‘Louis Schonceit (Mackey’s) and 
Sardi’s hat-checker Renee Carroll 
(Mrs. Sehonceit) returned Sunday 
(1) .from Jamaica, Wil 
Donald Flamm leaves tomorrow 
(Thurs.) for London, Stockholm 
4 bes RP ge —— sins a 
aywri o., alrea plannin 
productions of Edward Caulfield’s 
“The Idea” (in association with 
Robert Lewis), Maxwell Ander- 
son’s “Barefoot in~ Athens” and 
Robert E. Sherwood’s “Seventh 
Floor” (new title), has added to 
its 1951-52 agenda a new Elmer 
Rice play, “Grand Tour.” 

Mary has. withdrawn from 
“Make. a Level take Pa part > 
the champagne-dippy -dowager 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” She 
sueceeds Paula Trueman, a Ryn re- 
cently replaced Alice Pearce. ae 


as rented a place at 
Conn., and is commuting this sum- 
mer... Skip Casey, drama critic 
for The Villager. Greenwich Vil- 
lage (N. Y.) weekly, sailed for 
Europe last week on the Georgic, 
o be gone until ber... 
Sylvia Davis is playing Linda, the 
mother, in Kermit Bloomgarden’s 
subway-circuit edition of ‘Death of 
a Salesman,” which will tour in the 


fall . SE for” th vue Bes 
—— s Verneuil play ‘or e new 

“— Ginger 

Daniel Mel- 

rea oh fall production 

of “Curtain “Up,” is tem- 


perenne treasurer of the Windsor, 


be tried out aay 17 by the Ameri- 

can Summer Theatre in Paris 
Ward 
riodic 


pe 
auto = through the midwest, the 
N. ee egram & Sun has 
been spotting his 


erg) on the 
resort page . aire Leonard 


will agent a new play by Ken 
, titled “A Rhyme for Lil” 
” Thelma Chandler will 

stage manager for the Theatre 

Guild revival of “Saint Joan” . . 


ae ee Ned Armstrong, whose. 
new “The Years Between,” 


and Ben Mar- 
den have a P arabes rey in 
produce and 








a dull, warm day, so pressagent Henry 
ognition” for Strakosch. In line with the ge required by Equity 
in the case of cast replacements, he ha 

and inserted in the “Ghost” programs: “At this performance the duties 
6f Company Manager will be assumed by. Mr Charles Strakosch.” 


Word spread among company and house managers and presently Joseph 
Roth, house manager of the Bijou, next door to the Morosco, where 
“Ghost” is playing, showed one of the cards to Irving Becker, who is 
subbing for the ailing Charles Harris with “Tree Grows in Brooklyn.” 
Roth explained that the card was in compliance with a new rule of the 


tied a heavy fine. 
intense. 


Assn. of Theatrical Managers & Press Agents and that violation car. 
The furore in managerial circles was brief but 





Announcement last week by Saint Subber and Lemuel Ayers’, pro- 
ducers of “Kiss Me, Kate,” that they are severing their partnership, 


presentation of future shows. 


was intended to clarify the status of their individual' deals for the 
Pair intend to retain joint offices for 


the duration of the run of “Kate,” but will probably take separate 


business. quarters thereafter. 


Meanwhile, with each working on individual projects for future 
shows, there was frequent confusion on the part of others with whom 
they have been dealing. People phoning to discuss a matter with 


ot in. 
ubber. 


when the former was 
times been referred to 


Subber, for instance, would ask to have the call transferred to Ayers 
Similarly, Ayers’ projects have some- 
In each case there was confusion about 


the status of the Subber-Ayers relationship. So the two issued the 
announcement of their producing split. 





Vivian Blaine, who will take a leave of absence from the Broadway 
edition of “Guys and Dolls” after two more weeks for a picture as- 
signment, will add the time off to the renewal contract she signed for 
her return to the Frank Loesser-Jo Swerling-Abe Burrows musical. 
Since her original pact was due to expire next Sept. 1, that means the 
year’s renewal will be ari. additional six weeks. So if she completes 


the film stint and returns to the legiter by mid-Septem 
stance, her deal with producers Cy Feurer and Ernest H. 


r, for in- 
artin will 


_expire about Nov. 1, 1952. Her film contract is with Metro. , « 
Martha Stewart, who has made several pictures simce her last Broad- 

way appearance in “Park Avenue,” will substitute as the perennially- 

engaged nitery hoofer, Adelaide, during Miss Blaine’s absence. 





Backers of “Two on the Aisle,” new Arthur Lesser revue due July 
19 at the Hellinger, N. Y., include theatrical attorney Irving Cohen, 


representing a syndicate, $75, 250; 


Anthony Brady Farrell, producer 


and owner of the Hellinger, $28,625; costumer Edith Lutyens, $10,000; 
music publisher Edwin H. Morris, $7,000, and David Steinberg, of the 


Kay Veldon scenic studio, $12,500. 


General partners of the $175,000 


project are Lesser and Ben (Benjamin = Segal, general manager for 


Farrell. 





house . Herman Levin and 
Oliver Smith, producers of “Gen- 
tlemen Prefer Blondes,” have 
dropped plans to revive “Of Thee 
Sing” . . George Brandt, 
rather than the Theatre Guild or 
Chery!. Crawford, will revive 
“Porgy and Bess.” 


Folksinger Virginia Davis, 
daughter of maestro-legit backer 
Meyer Davis, was hired for “Three 
Wishes for Jamie,” which bowed 
on the Coast Monday (2). After 
being west two weeks, she was told 
in | management had decided on a 
dancer instead for the eee and 
was paid for the two weeks “, Dime 
fare both ways. She'll Pat tie 
‘summer with her ee hee at their 

Maine home... . 
ime oe i's ite Joan which 
- “ eg ? ” 

ned at the Ivar, Hollywood, last 
night (Tues.). 
nee, of Claire sae “e 
orced postponemen 
“Streetcar Named Desice” in 
which she was to have starred as 
the second offering of the La Jolla 
(Cal. UR pe séason. Barre 
Threshold,” with Raymond Massey 
starring, will be par ag tne me 
ing Ju 10. 
evine the lead opposite, Gl or 


i —_ week in “Rain 
Del Mar and Deauville Clubs, in 
Santa Monica, Cal. 

“Lady on Horseback,” musical 
comedy, has been optioned by 
John Larson a ee fall ve- 
hicle for Bebby 
Renshaw, currently directing 
Civic Fiaghwase, selisdules te enon 

vic ouse u 0 
Thursday (5), wil also direct direct “See. 
ond Threshold” f or the group. It’s 
set to open Aug. 2. 


‘Annie’ to Bow Six-Week 
Louisville Al Fresco Sked 


Louisville, July 3. 
Louisville Park Theatrical Assn. 
musicals, which are preseuted an- 


— 





be pars a at Iroquois cg grage any 


being re readied for a July 6 
pelt ay Annie Get Your Gun,” 
with Helena Seymour in the title 
role, and Taggart Casey, will open 
the season, set to run for six weeks. 
It will run July 6 through 10. 
Harry Delmar is staging the 
shows; Edward Hunt is musical di- 
rector, and production aides Bon 
rr Nutter, choreographer; 
rick Leonard, stage manager; pi 


for his sixth season is Denis DuFor 





|as managing director and producer. 





ATPAM’ers Seen Irked 
At Union’s Solution To 
Brandt Subway Dispute 


Threatened shutdown of George 
Brandt’s subway circuit was avert- 
ed last week when the Assn. of 
Theatrical Managers offered modi- 
fied scales for house managers and 
agents for the theatres. However, 
there’s reportedly considerable pat 
sentment against the union’s 
tion from the men already e 
ployed by the circuit and who eve 
to take wage cuts under the re- 
vised minimums. ATPAM ange 
ped fw a bid to enlist the battle with 
Actors Equity, in its with . 
Brandt. 

New scale accepted by Brandt 
for the theatres in outlying sections 
of Greater New York calls for’$100 
weekly minimums for managers 
and. pressagents at the various 
houses. That involves an in- 
creased operating cost of $40 per 
theatre in the case of. straight 
plays and no boost for musical 
bookings. In each case, Brandt 
gets two employees instead of one, 
as formerly. 

Under the former setup, a single 
managet was employed for. each 
house, at $160 a week during a 
straight-play engagement and 
for the runs of musicals. Thus, 


wOntl the e 
Scores 


Semends Ste" the sapieneen 


ing of the ton, 
maica. 





a of La there. 
(5) and. playing july 14 
Seat ae ‘Up the 





asa Qa@er-"s SS 


Wednesday, July 4, “1951 


V.8TETY 








ANTA Play Series Still in Air; 





LEGITIMATE $7 





Lee Shubert Buys British 
‘Hollow’ Whodunit for N.Y. 


, ‘ | Landon, July 
@ OV. ote - American rights to Agatha 
Plans for next Faget oat . Shubert, rnd attended the Peter 
Play already held ? { * 9 Saunders presentation or- 
between mem- London enny Plain tune here recently. that 
Pere OF the American National ? a Broadway production is planned 


heatre & Academy board of di- 
bros were further snarled last 
week by an ap nt attempt to 
proceed without board approval. 
Although a letter tc board mem- 
bers, signed by George Freedley, 
secretary, referred to a motion 
passed at the June 28 meeting, 
those present at the session claim 
no formal vote was taken and that, 
in any case, a quorum was not 
even present, Matter may be clari- 
fied at next Monday’s (9) sched- 
uled meeting. 

C. Lawton Campbell, board 
chairman, had stated that a policy 
for next season’s ANTA Play Se- 
ries would be considered by the 
poard on the basis of recommenda- 
tions to be made by Robert Breen 
at a June 25 meeting. However, 
Breen declined to make a recom- 
mendation until the board clarified 
ANTA’s basic policy as a service 
organization for the theatre as a 
whole. According to several people 
present at the June 25 session, no 
policy was settled for the Play Se- 
ries. 


However, a subsequent executive 
committee report on the meeting 
outlined a 10-point policy and 
stated that the group “unanimous- 
ly approved” it and agreed ‘“‘indi- 
vidually and collectively” to ‘sup- 
port it at the board meeting June 
28. Several at “the latter session 
opposed various aspects of the plan 
and would have voted against it, 
but no formal vote was taken and a 
quorum was never present, it was 
re 


Freedley’s letter mentioning the 
board’s. alleged approval asked 
members for nominations for man- 
aging-director of next season’s Play 
Series, at a $1,000-a-month salary. 
It further stated that the managing- 
director is to be assisted by an ad- 
visory committee of three, to be 
chosen by the executive committee 
and by the board. Ac- 
cording to at least two members 
present at the meeting, such a set- 
up was not even clearly recom- 
mended, let alone approved by for- 
mal vote. . 

Freedley, who sent the letter, 
is reportedly one of the board 
members who has been critical of 
Breen both prior to and since the 
latter’s resignation as ANTA exec- 
utive-secretary. He has also been 
mentioned as a possibility as man- 
aging-director of the Play Series. 
However, the proposed $12,000 an- 
nual salary for the latter job is 
understeod to have been dogated 
by Blevins Davis, a board member, 
with the proviso that Breen was to 
take the assignment. = - 


‘Courtin’ Time’ 
Royale Long-Shot 
In Smaller-Seat House 


Transfer of “Courtin’ Time” last 
weekend from the N to the 
Royale, N. Y¥., was a long-shot gam- 
ble by producers James Russo and 
Michael Ellis, and associate Alex- 
ander H. Cohen. Since the move 
cost the show's management about 
$4,500 and the Royale’s gross ca- 
pacity is about $3,500 less than the 
National's, it’s obviously a last- 
ditch attempt to draw ——- 
in the relatively lively 45th . 
rather than out-of-the-swim 4lst 





s 





fect ( comparatively light 
weekend trade in contrast to 
tee), Ait poste men oy 
er), a 

new element since igs 
ing of “Courtin’ Time” was the 
gen aces reaction to 
“Seventeen,” which quickly suc- 
ceeded it as Broadway's newest mu- 


Revue Chances Skimpy 
London, July 3. 


“Penny Plain,” new intimate 
revue devised and directed by 
Laurier Lister, which was pre- 
sented last Thursday (28) by Pro- 
metheus Productions at the St. 
Martin’s Theatre, makes a brave 
attempt at being witty and _ pol- 
ished, 

But despite good West End 
names of Joyce Grenfell, Elizabeth 
Welch, Max Adrian and ‘Desmond 
Walter-Ellis, it’s only a mild at- 
traction. Show is helped by the 
intimate ~ atmosphere of the thea- 
tre, but doesn’t shape up as a 
stayer. 


ProTem Darkness 
Loss About $25,000 


“Darkness at Noon,” Sidney 
Kingsley’s N. Y. Drama Critics’ 
Circle prizewinner which closed 
June 23 at the Royale, N. Y., rep- 
resents a loss of about $25,000 at 


the moment. However, if plans for 
,a tour next fall work out, the Play- 
wrights Co. production stands a 
chance of getting into the black. 
With Claude Rains, who created 
the star role, unavailable for the 
road, Edward G. Robinson has in- 
dicated a desire to take thé assign- 
ment, but terms of a deal haven’t 
beén set. 

The show, which involved a 
$100,000 investment and a produc- 
tion cost of about $76,000 (includ- 
ing $12,000 bonds and $5,000 try- 
out loss), has repaid the backers 
$30,000 and has assets of approxi- 
mately $45,000. There will pre- 
sumably be additional income from 
foreign rights, but contracts for 
such presentations are being held 
up pending clarification of a dis- 
pute between Kingsley and Arthur 
Koestler, author of the original 
novel. Matter involves the novel- 
ist’s claim of the right of approval 
of foreign language adaptation. 


‘BAT’ AUDIENCE OGLED 


Lambertville, N. J., July 3. 
Cireus customers here 








- Music A 
anticipating an of musical 
comedy from “Die us” 
(“The Bat”) - might (30), 
were treated in addition to a thrill- 
ing dose of melodrama. of 
50 ‘armed men, including 
agents, New 





Danbury, Conn., to Have 
Season of 5° Operettas 
Danbury, Conn., July 3. 
Musical tent at the Danbury Fair 
Grounds will open July 19 with 
“New re, to ss Eee 
“Firefly,” e ow,” “Rose 
Marie” — “Blossom Si dane 
leading singe Evans, formerly a 
singer in Shubert musicals, 
will , with Pierre deReeder 


as musical su 


John W. Leake owner of the 
manager of the 








property, is 
peration, with C. Irving Jarvis 
pene rary Helen Richards 1s press | 


for early autumn. 

Play, adapted by the author 
from her own novel, is a one-set- 
ter with a cast of 12. Jean de Ca- 
salis is starred in the West End 
original. 


20th’ Closes To 
Proft of $8,333 


“Twentieth Century,” which 
closed Saturday night (30) at the 
Fulton, N. Y., has paid a profit of 
$8,333 on an investment of $25,000. 
There’s little prospect of any fur- 
ther payoff, as the recent losing 
weeks have wiped out the accumu- 
lated operating profits. Moreover, 
closing expenses will probably use 
up the bonds and deposits, which 
were put up by producer-director- 
star Jose Ferrer. Prospects of a 
tour in the fall are slight. 

The revival, originally presented 
as part of the ANTA Play Series, 
involved a cost of $33,333, of 
which -$25,000 was advanced by 
backers and production facilities 
valued at $8,333 were supplied by 
ANTA,. Of the profits, half went 
to Ferrer and his partner, Richard 
Condon, while the balance was split 
three-to-one between the backers 
and ANTA. 


After a two-week break-in run at 
the ANTA Playhouse, N. Y., the 
comedy moved to the Fulton on a 
commercial basis, with Ferrer and 
Gloria Swanson co-starred. It 
played to virtual capacity for sev- 
eral months, but with the recent 
substitution of Robert Preston and 
Binnie Barnes as stars and the ar- 
rival of the warm-weather boxoffice 
slump, business sagged and not 
even two-for-ones brought an up 
turn. 


Figure Olvier-Leigh 
Will Need 52G Gross; 
Mail 3 B'way Houses 


Because of the huge expenses 
involved in bringing the produc- 
tions to New York and operating 
them here, the Laurence Olivier- 
Vivien Leigh production of “Caesar 
and‘ Cleopatra” and “Antony and 
Cleopatra” can't make much profit 
even play to absolute ca- 








pacity for ‘the entire 12-week en-| 


gagement. Also, because of the 
elaborate productions involved, 
only three New York theatres have 
enough backstage dimension to 
handle them. 

~ It’s figured that the cost of trans- 
porting the two shows, with scen- 
ery, costumes, props, company and 
technical and business staffs, plus 
, will run 
000. With 
an estimated operating cost of 
about $45,000 (including both show 
and theatre shares), the offerings 


would have to gross about $52,000 |: 


a week to pay off. 

Olivier’s two production repre- 
sentatives, after the 
backstage facilities of virtually all 
New York theatres, have decided 
that the Broadway, Hellinger 
and ld could handle the 38- 

stages. Likelihood 


"| foot revolving 








Fledermaus’ Jurisdix Still Moot; 





AGMA Hints NLRB or Court Appeal 





Feuer, Martin Back Home 
To Prep Busy N.Y: Season 


Cy Feuer and Ernest H. Martin, 
producers of “Guys and Dolls,” are 
due back this week from the Coast, 
where they sat in on rehearsals and 
attended the recent opening of the 
second company of the Frank Loes- 
ser-Jo Swerling-Abe Burrows musi- 
cal. Martin was due in New York 
by plane yesterday (Tues.), having 
stopped off to see the Pitt Stadium 
al fresco production of the firm’s 
1948-48 Broadway hit, “Where’s 
Charley?” Feuer is slated to arrive 
Friday (6). 

Besides their announced plans 
for ‘straight play productions of 
Robert Carson's ““Mary Shaw, Inc.,” 
and Irwin Shaw’s dramatization of 
his “Troubled Air” novel, Feuer 
and Martin are understood to be 
actively considering at least two 
other scripts for Broadway pres- 
entation this season. Action on the 
Carson and Shaw plays awaits com- 
pleted scripts. 


Dolls’ Distribs — 
Ist. 206 Profits 


First distribution of profits from 
“Guys and Dolls” was made to 
backers this week. ~ Payment, rep- 
resenting returns from only the 
Broadway production, amounted to 
$20,000. Future. distributions, to 
be made monthly hereafter, are 
expected to be substantially larger 
when the cost of the second com- 
pany is paid off and profits from 
that source are ineluded. Show 
was originally financed for $200,- 
000, plus a $50,000 overcall, all of 
which was repaid some time ago. 

The touring edition of the Cy 
Feuer-Ernest H. Martin produc- 
tion, currently playing to capacity 
business in its break-in engage- 
ment at the Curran, San Francisco, 
next goes to the Philharmonic 
Auditorium, Los Angeles, then 
plays a 24-performance stand, Oct. 
@-21, at the State Fair Auditorium, 
Dallas. It them goes to the Or- 
pheum, Kansas City, for two 
weeks, after which it will probably 
play several other midwest cities 
before going to Chicago for an ex- 
tended run. Date 





company of “South Pacific” is ap- 
tly set to continue indefinite- 
at that house. ‘ 
There are no plans for a third 
company of “Guys and Dolls.” 


COAST LEGIT ON INJURY 
Hollywood, July 3. 

Claim for medical expenses as a 
result of a stage injury suffered 
last November was filed by Marie 
McDonald against Greek Theatre 
Productions and its insurers, Lum- 
bermen’s Mutual Casualty Co. 


Miss McDonald starred in a pro- 
duction of “Born Yesterday” at 





Capitan Theatre last November for 

Greek Theatre Productions. At 

dress rehearsal, fell 

the canvas the orchestra 

oe suffering and leg in- 
es. 


Claim is to cover costs of treat- 
ment at Mayo Clinic. 


New Hope Strawhatter 
Buys Recreation Bldg. 
New Hope, Pa., July 3. 
Bucks County Playhouse, Inc., 
has purchased for $12,100, front 
the New Hope Recreation Centre, 
the two-story structure adjacent to 
the theatre and currently shared 
by the Centre with the local 
school system for housing of ele- 
mentary classes. 
to Don Walker, Piey- 
or 








=# Despite last week’s decision by 


the Associated Actors & Artistes 
of America board, jurisdic- 
tion over English produc- 
tions of “Die Fledermaus” to Ac- 
tors Equity, the matter is appar- 
ently not conclusively settled. 
With Equity having mef yesterday 
(Tues.) with the Metropolitan 
Opera and Sol Hurok managements 
about starting negotiations for a 
contract touring “Fledermaus” pre- 
ductions, it remained to be seen 
what the attitude of the performers 
involved would be. 

The board of the American Guild 
of -Musical Artists, which had 
claimed the jurisdiction but had 
been turned down by the 4A’s, 
voted last Thursday night (28) to 
oppose the parent union’s award 
and try to “right the wrong” that 
had been done. What concrete 
steps can be taken to reverse the 
jurisdictional award are not indi- 
cated, however. Possible. moves 
would be an appeal to the National 
Labor Relations Board or court ac- 
tion to set aside the decision. 

Prior to yesterday's get-together 
between Equity and the Met and 
Hurok managements, there was no 
indication of what the latter’s atti- 
tude might be. If the managements, 
with virtually all contracts already 
signed for the casts of the touring 
“Fledermaus” companies, decide to 
ignore Equity, there might be little 
that the legit union could do. That 
would be: particularly true if the 
performers ‘involved preferred 
AGMA as their bargaining repre- 
sentative. For, as one 4A’s official 
noted, employees have the legal 
right to bargaining representation 
of their own choice. 

Whether AGMA, in which most 

(Continued on page 61) 


Ham in Cohen to Come Out 
As Producer Plays ‘Room’ 
In New Hamashire Barn 


With boxoffice conditions as they 
are, it deesn’t pay to kid a Broad- 
way producer. So Peyton Price, di- 
rector of the Windham (N. H.) 
Playhouse, appears to be stuck 
with an agreement for Alexander 
H. Cohen, associate producer of 
“Make a Wish” and “Courtin’ 
Time,” to play the lead in a re- 
vival of “Room Service” at the 
strawhat this summer. It will -be 
a debut for Cohen — and perhaps 
for the audience. 

Apparently Price was only spoof- 
ing when he suggested that Cohen 
the shoestring producer, the 
lead created originally by 





Be 


| Sam Levene, in the John Murrgy- 


Alien Boretz farce. Going along 


use of Jocelyn (Mrs.) Cohen and 
various “Courtin’ Time” associates 
in the cast. 

It was ail just a joke until Cohen 
thought of h a week’s “vaca- 
sor uly "satiate 
pay m). , 

suddenly became and 


ous of Cohen’s associates are talk- 
ing about going to see the show. 
However, it’s already been stipu- 
lated that there'll be no free list. 





or| Harmon Sets ‘Show Train’ 


Switch at Clinton Barn 
Clinton, Conn., July 3. 
Variation of the “show train” 


periodically 
and from Broadway by the New 


Haven railroad. 
shows on Broadway, in partnership | house prez, deal was 

with Olivier. The tentative open- | “protection,” and with the thought eg mgt egy ter yeh ard 
ing date is Dec. 17. that when the present ex- ros . tryo a 

on program is completed ‘and | P¢l,” - with Lillian 

“ evacuate the premises, the Dennis | Hoey 
ph Orchestra leader whose last | building may be remodeled to sup- featured. the week of 
roadway baton stint was with ply living ers for visiting ac-| Aug. 20. Harmon has just signed 
“Regina,” will conduct the NBC | tors. problem locally has | Donald Woods as featured lead op- 
. in’ N.. ¥. | been a constant Playhouse head- posite Bennett in “Sky- 

t (8)... hidne p DOES & Lddabcada dnite ann dana su 
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Plays Out of Town 


Three Wishes for Jamie 


somewhat confu start. Back- 


Los Angeles, July. 2. | sroun 


Albert Lewis & Arthur Lewis produc- 
tien of musical in three acts (16 scenes), 
with book by Charles O’Neal, fgpciee 

ishes 


in, 

lyrics, Ralph, Blaine; special lyrics, O 
Lederer. Stars John Raitt, Marion Bell, 
Cecil Kellaway. Staged by Albert Lewis. 
Choreography, Eugene Loring; seenery 
and lighting. George Jenkins; costumes, 
Miles White; musical direction and vocal 
arrangements, Pembroke Davenport. Pro- 
duction supervised by Edwin Lester. At 
Philharmonic Aud., Los Angeles, July 2. 
*51; $4.80 top. 


Jamie McRuin ....ce..e0+.-+> John Raitt 
Old Dan McRuin......... Barry Macollum 
Kate McRuin ........06.: Diane De Laire 
Dennis McRuin .......+.. William Skipper 
Owen Roe Tavish........ Cecil Kellaway 
Tim Shanahan ........+.- Robert Halliday 
Tirsa Shanahan ............ Gerri Teasley 
Randall Shanahan....«...+++: Robert Nash 
Fash Shanahan ......+<.++. Matt Mattox 


Heesh Shanahan..........+:- Dick Foote 
Tydd Shanahan...........+. Robert -Brink 
Tone Shanahan... ee Bill Nash 


Jimmy Pat Shanahan. 0 a. Richard Vine 





ee RR PRS bert Mason 
Une Malom® '., ...cecececses Marie Gibson 
Finnula Malone. ...........- Merri Fenn 
Power O’Malley....... .... Billy Griffith 
Nora O’Malley......... Barbara Davenport 
Shiel Harrigan ...........- Minor Watson 
Maeve Harrigan.......... Marion Bell 
Aunt Bid -.seeseeees.. Frances Brandt 


Oren Talbot ..... an .-.Granville Scofield 
Father Quinn............ Ralph Morgan 


BEAWEOP os i ibice ds coecsswa Richard Vine 
MQW. 5.4 <wcbic cue vensses Patrick: Medrano 
Jess Proddy . ....-.0.++: Tom Charlesworth 
Sheriff Haynes..........-. Dick Foote 
be cy) See Robert Searles 


Singers: Dalors Bennett, Michele Burke, 
Dorothy Coulter. Barbara Davenport, 
Merri Fenn, Marie Gibson, Sharon Hen- 
nagin, Barbara Logan, Margery MacKay, 
Jo Ann O’Connell,, Frances Russell, Joan 
Walton, Robert Brink. Jerry Cardoni, Dick 
Foote, Robert Lamont, Dick Martin, Rob- 
ert Mason. Bill Nash, Clifford Orr. Scott 
Richards, Robert Searles, Donald Thrall, 
R‘chard Vine. 

Dancers: Estelle Aza, Jovce Blunt. Dru- 
silla Davis, Mildred Ann Mauldin, Terese 
McGeein. Joan Morton, Carol Risser, 
Sendra Zell, Byron Bryan, James Capp, 
George Foste. Rav Moller. Jerry Newby, 
Maurice Phillips, George Reeder. 





Tremendous doctoring is needed 
before “Three Wishes for Jamie” 
can hope to come true on Broad- 
way. Basic warmth and charm of 
the original Charles O'Neal novel 
shines through only rarely in this 
stage version, and the musical play 
moves slowly through its three acts 
with only occasional flashes of hu- 
mor to leaven the verbose book. 

Premiere tonight (Mon.) here 
was further complicated by over- 
staging and too many overleng pro- 
duction numbers. First-nighters 
reached the street at midnight. 

Deftest revision will have to be 
made in the first act, which gets 
“Three Wishes” off to a slow and 


d of the I pr ace 4 isn’t 
too well developed, leaving the out- 
of-town buyers wondering at the 
first intermission. Story picks up 
in the second and third acts, but 
it ‘still doesn’t unfold at a proper 
pace or with the needed clarity. 

Yarn, set in the 1890's, tells the 
story of an Irish lad who dreams 
he has been granted three wishes. 
He asks for a new life, free of re- 
sponsibility; a wifein the image of 
his Irish fairy queen; and a son 
who can speak the poétry of an- 
cient Gaelic. Eluding a mismating 
with the daughter of a wealthier 
family, he arrives in. America ac- 
companied by his matchmaker 
uncle, and proceeds to realize his 
dreams. First and second wishes 
come true with little difficulty, 
and the third is realized in a cur- 
tain that should be a touching trib- 
ute to faith, but misses in the writ- 
ing and acting. 

Ralph Blane has contributed a 
warm-hearted score that includes 
three possible plug tunes, “We're 
for Love,” “Goin’ On a Hayride” 
and “It Mast Be Spring,” latter a 
ballad possibility. Other numbers 
have a lilt that helps the show, but 
there’s little indication they'll meet 
widespread public acceptance. 

Albert Lewis’ staging is fre- 
quently too cluttered, and the cast 
seems generally unable jo kindle 
the necessary spark. Leads John 
Raitt and Marion Bell, though usu- 
ally proficient vocally, display lit- 
tle warmth and create little sym- 
pathy for their characters. Cecil 

ellaway, as the matchmaker, is 
frequently unable to kang very 
far. Supporting cast asts some 
okay dancing by William Skipper 
and singing and dancing by Gerri 
Teasley, who could develop into-a 
good comedienne. Majority of other 
supporting roles are stock charac- 
terizations. 

Albert and Arthur Lewis have in- 
vested the show with a fine physi- 
cal production, including excellent 
sets by George Jenkins and color- 
ful costumes by Miles White. 
There’s some good choreography 
by Eugene Loring, although some 
numbers need simplification. 

Slated for four weeks here and 
four weeks in San Francisco, “Three 
Wishes” has a chance to respond 
to treatment on the Coast and 





come into New York as a healthier 


candidate for longevity on Broad- 
way. At this point, however, it’s a 
slim chance. Kap. 


Bloomer Girl 
San Francisco. July 3. 
mustcal in 





Gene Mann production or 
two acts (10 scenes). Book b 


son; choral direction, Tont Roelofsma: 
musical ensembles staged by Al White, 
ig of! Opera House, San Francisco, July 


Serena Applegate........ Mabel Taliaferro 
GOROTER Savas ccececetceki Lizbeth Douglas 
LIGIB ...0c'e pccedcccccesecs-s Nancy Radcliffe 


Delia ...cceccccesecess Toni Reynolds 
PHROSDE ..ccvccccnceses Katherine McKray 
BO RT eee PEEPS REY Dani Nelson 
PN ek untoconewet See ne Bambr Linn 
Horatio Applegate....... Robert Warwick 
OS ; See ee « Rod Alexander 
Bvelime,, «ic cc ction son wese Frances McCann 
JOSWUS cocccccdduceses dieses Philip Harvey 
Herman .....eee+:. Bresee Westnioreland 
Ebenezer ..cseceses:: Kirby Smith 
Wilfred ....ccsscvess. Robert Applestone 
Hiram ..<5.-sccocees- Keith Marek 
Dolly Bloomer ....... Olive Reeves-Smith 
Jeff Calhoun ......ee0e-+055 Dick Haymes 
Prudence ......eeserees .-.- Judy Younger 
PAWIR 2c crcctecvccecsevcecs Joan Vickers 
Hetty ..ccccpecsecerecese Nency Johnson 
Pompey .....««seeen++-+. Dooley Wilson 
Sheriff Quimby .......-. Charlies Williams 
Three Deputies..........+.. George Larsen, 
John iL<ffla 

Ted Stephans 

Hamilton: Calhoun........ Richard Barron 
AMBGMES 6. cov secctovecs: Buell Thomas 
Alexander ...,...csesee: .. Bob Parrish 
Governors Aide ........ Anthony Radecki 
Governor Newtom.........-. Jack George 
OR crepes co ch ébmweeeeee wes Joan Vickers 
Auctioneer ......ceceeees Bob Stephens 





With Frances McCann carrying 
the chief load in “Bloomer Girl,” 
but with much aid and comfort 
from Bambi Linn, Robert Warwick, 
Dooley Wilson, Bob Parrish, Olive 
Reeves-Smith, Joan Vickers and 
others, little is required of and 
contributed by Dick Haymes, whose 
warbling is less than effective and 
whose acting is spectacularly in- 
nocuous throughout. Miss McCann 
proves herself a topflight musi- 
comedy performer in all chores re- 
quired of her. Miss Linn also turns 
in a highly professional perform- 
ance. 

Support in the main is excellent, 
with the San Francisco Ballet pro- 
viding a highly colorful assist in 
the choreography department, 
which is above standard in all 
facets. The Civil War ballet par- 
ticularly draws a top hand.’ Direc- 
tion shows much attention to de- 
tail, with sets also reflecting lack 
of stinting in time, effort and 
money. Excellent production and 
staging and the inherent appeal of 
this melodious vehicle, give prom- 
ise of this new Gene Mann com- 








pote paying off as the second of the 
season’s summer Opera House of- 
ferings. . 

“Bloomer Girl” looks to retrieve 
much of ground lost by the sea- 
son’s opener, “Girl Crazy,” with 
Mickey Rooney, which proved a 
cropper. Ted. 


Strawhat Notes 


Lawrence Tibbett is getting $1,- 
250, plus 10% of the profits, for 
strawhat appearances as Rev. Da- 
vidson in “Rain” ,.. Victor Whit- 
lock, Jr., will be resident director 
this summer at the John Drew 
Memorial Theatre, East Hampton, 
L.I., being operated by Philip 
Barry, Jr. . . TV-radio singer 
Jane Morgan will be associated 
with Robert C. Currier this sum- 
mer in the operation of the Kenne- 
bunkport (Me.) Playhouse... 
Harry Rosen, manager of the 
Greenbush Summer Theatre, 
Blauvelt, N. Y., was tapped in N. Y. 
Supreme Court last week for a 
judgment for $131.20, representing 
unpaid unemployment insurance 
taxes. Action was brought by the 
State Industrial Commissioner .. . 
Virginia ‘Vincent will be featured 
as the shoplifter in support of 
William Bendix in the barn-tour- 
ing production of , “Detective 
Story” .. . The Players, Inc., 
Catholic U. repertory group, 
opened the season last night 
(Tues.) as the resident company at 
St. Michael’s College Playhouse, 
Winooski Park, Vt. . . . Charles 
Randall will appear in “George 
Washington Slept Here” and 
“Our. Town” this summer at the 
Allenberry Playhouse, Boiling 
Springs, Pa. 

Sallie Brophy, who appeared in 
the Broadway company of “Sec- 
ond Threshold,” is _ supporting 
John Loder in the Philip Barry 
piece at the Berkshire Playhouse, 
Stockbridge, Mass., this week. It’s 
— Brophy’s initial Stockbridge 

ate. 


‘COTTAGE’ 6G, CHI TENTHOUSE 


Chicago, July 3. 

Herb Rogers’ Tenthouse Theatre 
racked up fine $6,000 last week 
with “Enchanted Cottage.”’ “Corn 
is Green” opens today (3) for a 
week. 

David Bruce leaves the Equity 
cast of the Highland Park house, 
to take over a_ teevee - role -in 
“Beulah,” with non replacement 
set as yet. 
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Reade Sets Opera, Other 
Shows at Asbury House 


Experiment by the Paramount 
Theatre, Asbury Park, N. J., in 
presenting opera on alternate 
Wednesday nights, may pay off, 
The Walter Reade circuit house 
pacted the Salmaggi Opera Co. for 
six presentations, leading off June 
13 with “Madame Butterfly” and 
following with “La Traviata” July 
27. “Carmen” is scheduled for 
July 11, 

With a $1.20-$3 scale, house 
broke even with the first two rer. 
formances. The fact that the sum- 
mer season at the resort city hadn’t 
Started yet was regarded as a good 
indication that the project will turn 
in a profit when the community 
fills up with vacationers. 

As a result of the biz done by 
the first two operas, circuit is plan- 
ning to offer cultura: presentations 
during the winter at the Paramount 
on a one-night basis. Ballet Russe 
is down for two appearances, and 
“A Night With Charles Coburn,” 
starring Charles Coburn in read- 


a February date. Other stage at- 
tractions will be booked as they 
become available. 

Meanwhile, Reade is putting 
burlesque into the circuit’s Savoy 
Theatre in Asbury Park for the 
summer. It’s the first burley to play 
the town in 20 years. Produeéd by 
Sidriey Di May, the 30-people show 
made its debut last night (Tues.), 
It will give two performances 
nightly. 


‘ 7 S © 
Desire’ $7,400, Princeton 
Princeton, July 3. 
The McCarter Theatre here teed 
off its current season last week 
with “A Streetear Named Desire.” 
The Tennessee Williams play, fea- 
turing Louise Buckley, Richard 
Carlyle, Norma Connolly and Phil 
Arthur, was booked to replace the 
cancelled Margaret O’Brien show, 
Gross was about $7,400, with an 
rons nut of approximately 
$5,300. Herbert Kenwith, pro- 
ducer of the 1,076-seat strawhat, 
— that attendance was fairly 


good. . 

This week (2-7) Kenwith is 
senting Basil Rathbone in “The 
Gioconda Smile.” Advance sale 
was fair. 
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THIS IS THE SHOW THAT...... 


T * Rocked Miami for 7 Smash Weeks 
* Sold Out for 12 Weeks in Chicago ; 
S * Played 35 Capacity Weeks in Hollywood 


* Broke All Records on One-Night Stands. in 
American and Canadian Cities 


Exclusive Management 
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Bittersweet’ 296, Pitt; . 


‘Clutterbuck’ Bare $5,500 | 


Pittsburgh, July 3. 

Heavy rains during most of the 
week were tough on both “Bitter- 
sweet,” with Helena Bliss 
Robert Shafer, at the Pitt Stadium, 
and Arthur Treacher in “Clutter- 
puck” at Bill Green’s Arena The- 
atre. Although the latter project is 
under a waterproof tent, the 
weather still has a lot to do with 
biz, due to the difficulty in hear- 
ing when the downpours are pep- 
pering the canvas. 

Actually only one performance 
of the al fresco “Bittersweet” was 
washed out, but that came on Sat- 
urday (30), the closing show, and 
accounted for a heavy loss. Result 
was around $29,000, poorest of the 
three productions so far. On a 
couple of otheg nights, storms an 
hour or so before curtain time cur- 
tailed crowds perceptibly. Stadium 
currently has “Where’s Charley?” 
starring Gil b. 

“Clutterbuck” drew all of the 
firststring critics to Green’s and 
they gave Treacher a fine sendoff, 
but here again the elements con- 
trived to pepper the boxoffice, and 
comedy finished to barely $5,500. 
Joan Blondell is on tap this week 
in “Happy Birthday.” 


DESERT SONG’ BOWS K.-C. 
STARLIGHT WITH 446 


Kansas City, July 3. 

Between the raindrops, Starlight 
Theatre pulled off its opening week 
performances in- good shape and 
racked up a gross of $44,000. With 
some of most ‘intensive rains on 
record, daily performance was 
touch and go, but outfit came 
through the seven nights with at- 
tendance over 40,000. 

“Desert Song,” as the o 





ner, 


gave a good account of itself and 
calibre of performance and produc- 
tion asto ed 


many. 

“Rio Rita” is current, opening 
Monday (2) for the seven- 
night run. Leads are Terry Saund- 
ers and Donald Clarke, with Tim 
Herbert and 


onard 


by Richard. Berger. 

Harry Howell has had to step 
eut of his position as stage man- 
ager, due to illness at home. He 
has been sharing the man- 
ager chores with Bill Meader, who 
stays on, 
is Bill Ross, in from New York. He 
joined the staff last weekend. He’s 
not to be confused with Robert 
Ross, stage director, who has been 
in on the project from the begin- 


Strawhat Tryouts 


(July 215) 0 





“Alice in te eee ae 
Summer Theatre (2-7); a The- 
atre, , N.Y. (9-14). 
(Reviewed ARIZETY, June 27, 


51.) 


“Anything for a Song”—Musical 
Big Top, Oak Ridge, N. J. (3-8). 
“Check and Double” — Manor 
Vail Playhouse, 
(2-7), 
Gan; Chevy : 
ow Theatre, Wheeling, 
“Glad Tidings”—Sea Cliff (L. I.) 
Summer Theatre 7); Clinton 
(Conn.) ouse (9-14). (Re- 
Viewed in Varrery, June 13, ‘51 
under title “Sacred’ and ”y 


Glass Mountain”—Dorset (Vt.) 
Playhouse (6-7), 


— Theatre-Go- 
poet VA (9-14). 


“Fourpester®? — 
(L. 1.) Playhouse 
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‘Norway’ Bows Toronto 


Tent Setup With 16G 
Despite three nights’ rain. -Sex 
of Norway,” with “irra Peting cot 
Lawrence Brooks, grossed a neat 
$16,000 in Toronto's first introduc- 

tent. Blu and bigtop, at 
a ue. 
midtown Dufferin has Bs ge 
reserved arm-rest seats scaled at 
$3.40 top and descending to $1.15. 

Schedule calls for 13 weeks un- 
der canvas. Producer is Leighton 
K. Brill; director, Ben Kamsler; 
pit conductor, Arthur Lief; choreo- 
grapher and ballet mistress, Nata- 
sha Carr; principal dancers, David 
Thimar and Gladys Forrester. It’s 
a guest star setup, with stock leads 
including Carolyn Adair, Virginia 
Oswald, Stanley Carlson, Audrey 
Guard, Alex McKee, Lewis Brooks, 
Gretchen Wyler, Harold R. Brown 
and James McColl. 

Current is “Brigadoon,” which 
had a $6,000 advance sale. _Sub- 
sequent lineup is; “Bloomer Girl,” 
week of July 9; “Chocolate Sol- 
dier,” July 16; “Roberta,” July 23; 
“Desert Song,” July 30; “Vagabond 
King,” Aug. 6; “Rose Marie,” Aug. 
13; “Rosalinda,” Aug. 20; “Show 
Boat,” Aug. 27-Sept. 3. 


‘MUSIC IN AIR’ $50,000 
IN ST. LOUIS AL FRESCO 


St. Louis, July 3. 

Beset by rain and threatening 
weather roughout its one-week 
stand, “Music in the Air” wound up 
its fourth one-week engagement at 
Forrest Park here Sunday (1). A 
total of 53,000 payees attended, 
with approximate gross of $50,000 





The first local presentation of 
the Irving Berlin-Robert Sherwood 
musical, “Miss Liberty,” led off a 
seven-night run at the Municipal 
Theatre Assn.’s al fresco playhouse 
last night (Mon.) under the most 
favorable opening night since the 
33rd season s A crowd of 
8,500 laid an estimated $4,000 on 
the line. 


Roberts’ Smash $31,500 
In Its First LA. Week 


Los Angeles, July 3. 

“Mister Roberts” got off to a 
smashing start last week, racking 
up a virtual capacity $31,500 at the 
Biltmore Theatre. Initial two ses- 
sions of the six-week run are under 
the Theatre Guild subscription 
series, the. seasonal ticket reduc- 

on knocking about © $2,000 = 
week off the total. In at a $4.20 Pp 
in the 1,636-seat house, “Roberts” 
probably will set a new local ree- 
ord for a non-musical. 

“Detective Story” finaled Sun- 
day night (1) at the Ivar after a 
four-week total of around $19,900. 
Final frame was up, hitting $6,200, 
for around 66% capacity. Tally, 
ae ts s1800 t : the four 

eg on 
weeks. House ,rekindles Thursday 
(5) with a revival of “Peg O’ My 
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Rhodes are standouts in which 
includes Walter Shana. Peances 
Greer, Elaine Malbin, James Haw- 
thorne, Jack Rutherford and Don- 
ald Saddler. Show ends with Sun- 
day matinee (8). 

“Texas, L'il Darlin’” rehearsals 
started Monday (2), with a cast of 
Loring Smith, Danny Scholl, Jet 
McDonald, Fredd Wayne, Susan 
Johnson and Betty Lou Keim. Jack 
Carson, in the Hominy 
Smith role of the John Whedon- 
Sam Moore comedy, fulfills a TV 
commitment in New York tomor- 
row (Wed.) before flying here to 
join the cast Thursday (5). 


‘Moon’ $22,300, 
‘SP’ $51,700, Chi 


Chicago, July 3. 
Despite heavy rains here all last 
week, both lecal attractions did 
turnaway' business. While there 
may be the expected July 4 holi- 
day week letdown, advance order 
for “South Pacific” and “Moon Is 
Blue” remain heavy. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Moon Is Blue,” Harris (8th wk) 
Boff $22,300. 
“South Pacific,” Shubert (33d 
Just keeps rollin’ 
along with over $51,700. 


HUROK PREPS TOURING 
‘NIGHT IN VENICE’ CO. 


Impresario Sol Hurok, who is 
sending out a touring company of 
Johann Strauss’ “Fledermaus,” 
this fall, will also do a re- 
vival of Strauss’ operetta, “A 
Night in Venice,” next  sea- 
son. Ruth and Thomas Martin 
are prepping a new English ver- 
sion based on the original libretto 
by Zell and Genee. Michael Tutt- 








ner and Martin will be responsible | tar. 


for the direction and production, 
same as with “Fledermaus.” 
Plans are to tour “Venice” late 


in the °51-’52 season, after close | $2 


of the “Fledermaus” run, then 
bring it into N. Y. for the °52-’53 
season. 


Judy’s 56 Plus 507, Profit 





Terms Nets R. I. Barn $600) ‘°° 


Matunuck, R. I., July 3. 





Seasonal Slump Hits B'way 


Ag 





‘Seventeen’ OK 30146 First Full Wk, 
Tree’ $3620, Okla’ 246, ‘Stalag’ 156 


Following the standard seasonal 
pattern, 
sagged last week for the fourth 
consecutive stanza. Except for the 
usual four solid sellouts, all shows 
felt the annual downbeat. In most 
cases attendance was particularly 
slack early in the week, with a 
moderate upturn Friday and_ Sat- 
urday nights (29-30). But a few 
entries reversed that course, slump- 
ing further at the weekend. 

The total gross for all 19 
shows last week was $471,500, 
or 70% of capacity. (For the 

corresponding week a year ago 
19 shows grossed a total of 
$426,500, or 71%). The previ- 

ous week’s total gross for 20 

shows was $536,610, or 74% of 

eapacity. 

Of the new shows, “Seven- 
teen,” with a four-four split in the 
notices, made a promising. start, 
but its chances will be more clearly 
indicated in a few weeks. “Court- 
in’ Time” tapered off further in 
its third week, with the manage- 
ment hoping for a boxoffice pick- 
up from the move to the Royale, 
in 45th St. 
dipped. “Oklahoma,” playing a 
return engagement at the Broad- 
way, appears set for the summer, 
despite an attendance dip last 
week, 

With business in the usual sea- 
sonal decline, indications are that 
the current week will skid: still 
further and that trade will be slow 
for the balance of July and through 
early August. If so, several cur- 
rent shows are due to fold. de- 
creasing the list to somewhere 
around 10 or 12 entries. 

Estimates or Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 

CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Operetta). 


res refer, 
, num 


grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 


“Affairs of State,’ Music Box 
(40th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $26,874). 
Almost $18,000 (previous week, 


,000). 
“Call Me Madam,” Imperial 
(38th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,400; $51,- 
847). As usual, over 300. 
“Courtin’ Time,” National (3d 
wk) (MC-$6; 1,172; $34,800). Un- 
der $13,000 (peemions week, $15,- 
200); moved Monday night (2) to 
ale, where seating capacity 
is 1,025 and the tial gross 
(without standees) is $31,200. 
tlemen Blondes,” 


eq UdY Holliday, | Starring .41"| Ziegfeld (82d wk) (MC-$6;1,628; 
‘Dream te almost $11,- ber ety Nearly $28,800 (previous 
perfo starting June 23 oy (10th wk) (C-$4.80; 912; $24,300). 
sme Hh re wae oe Aieioat $6,500, with two-for-ones 
have been $11,300, but there were j (Previous ae talent an 

; replat ah Churchill as 
a few balcony seats at _mat- costar July 16. 

“Guys and 





.| (2d 
eo. | 904). 


. wk) (M' "800 
ways, a ’ 
Mid 





” 46th Street 
wk) (MC$6.00; 1,319; $43,- 
As $44,400. 

ve outh (75th 
wk) ( .80; 1,063; ,019). Just 
be pea. $10,200 (previous week, 


and Bonk: James (14th 
al. wk) (M 20; 1,571; $51,717). As 


before, capacity at over $51,700. 
“Kiss Kate,” Shubert 


wk) (MC-86: 1,361; $40,857) 
$22,100 (previous 


” Winter Garden 


Just 


wk) (C-$4.80: 766; 
$8,200 ( 


“Seventeen,” Broadhurst (2d wk) 
(MC-$6; 1,160; $37,000). First full 
week $30,500 (previous week, $22,- 
400 for first four performances). 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (115th 
1 , $50,186). As al- 


(CD- 
$15,000 (previous week, 
“Tree in Brooklyn,” 
vin (llth wk) 4 20; 1,331; 
$47,167). Almost 
week. $44,360). 


s 
8 
3 


business ‘on Broadway 


j 


“Make a Wish” also | h 


(27th wk) (C-$4.80; 976; $23,228). 

About $6,500, with twofers (pre- 

vious week, $8,400); closed Satur- 

day night (30), after 219 tes gaat 

ances, at a profit of $8,333. 
Future Schedule 

“Two on the Aisle,” Hellinger, 
July 19 (trying out). 

“Thrée Wishes for Jamie,” un- 
specified theatre, week of Sept. 17 
(trying out). 

“Love and Let Love,” unspecified 
theatre, Sept. 25. 

“Saint Joan,” Cort, Oct. 4. 

“Paint Your Wagon,” unspecified 
theatre, Oct. 15. 


‘Aisle’ $19,300 In 

Full Philly Week 
Philadelphia, July 3. 

“Two on the Aisle” ran into a 
spell of Philly’s hottest and most 
umid weather in the new revue’s 
first full week at the Forrest, and 
hit a gross of $19,300. Show has 
been very well received here and 


word-of-mouth as well as notices 
have been most favorable. 


The new Arthur Lesser revue, 
which has been undergoing nu- 
merous changes, holds one more 
week at the Forrest, with last local 
performance now set for July 14. 
Most of the alterations being made 
are in the dance department, with 
Ruthanna Borris working on new 
routines for Collette hand's 
numbers. 

After “Two on the Aisle’s” de- 
parture, Philly’s legit department 
will be definitely shuttered for the 
summer, with first of new season's 
crop not due till Labor Day. 


‘GUYS’ $42,400, FRISCO: 
‘CRAZY’ NEARLY $14,000 


San Francisco, July 3. 


“Guys and Dolls,” with Allan 
Jones, Jan Clayton, Pamela Brit- 
ton, Julie Oshins and Maxie Rosen- 
bloom, held to a capacity $42,400 
for its fourth stanza at the 1,775- 
seat Curran, with house scaled to 








$4.80. “Girl Crazy,” in its final 
week at the Opera House, got 
nearly $14,000. “Bloomer Girl” 


'with Dick Haymes and Frances 


(129th | 
week, | f 


#520 235) Slightly light 
previous week, fio. 





McCann, the second in the Gene 
Mann sumi. er musical series at the 


ee ee ee ee 


Blackstone chalked up $9,200 
for his one-week at the 
1,550-seat Geary, with top of $3.80. 


Eve Arden’s Today’ Breaks 
Olney Record With $11,500 


Olney, Md., July 3. 

Eve Arden in. “Here Today” 
broke all records at Theatre 
with $11,500 last meant 
virtual SRO for every one of the 
eight performances in the 600-seat 
house, scaled at $3. : 

Arthur ey gg and ca 
mings open “ utterbuc’ 2) 
— (3) with mild advance, to be 
ollowed week of July 10 with 
Olivia De Havilland in “Candida.” 
The Shaw revival with the Holly- 
woodite is already near sellout pro- 


Progucers Richard Skinner and 
Evelyn have skedded Ann 
peg ay Mg re = py floater 0 
f Seeteeber calenes. ' 


‘Norway’ $17,500for Six 
In Stormy Indpls. Week 
Sah de ade eg 








Serving Wilton Clary and Posey 
Engel, grossed about $17,500 in 
six t pertermpanace at a $2.50 top. 
‘reemaee Tak ie it eenetied ate 
a windstorm ef Ls n part of the 
REY ae 
tening weather held down at- 


N ” at State Fair 
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broken. Production 
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Penny Piain 
London, June 29 

Productions Gohn K. 
gon, pon © a. a Lisier) 
oe De directed by I 
Swann, Zwar, John Clif- 
ton Parker, Sandy Wilson, Hugh Martin; 
lyrics by Joyce Grenfell, Virg Graham, 
Michael Flanders, Nicholas Phipps, Ken- 





» Jack Gray, Hugh Martin. 
Sketches by Alan Melville, Joyce Grenfel. 
Godfrey Harrison, Simon pps, Paul 
Dehn, H. F. Ellis. Herbert Farjeon, Char- 
lotte Mitchell, Desmond Walter-Ellis. Sets 
and costumes by Emett: Ronald Searle. 
ne oh Lancaster, Hutchinson Scott, Joan 
urton, 

With Joyce Grenfell, Elisabeth Welch. 
Max Adrian, Desmond Walter-Ellis, Moyra 
Fr>ser, Rose Hill, Marjorie Dunkels, Pat- 
rick Brawn. June Whitfield, Anthony Tan- 
cred, Julian Orchard, Delia Williams, 
Jimmy Thompson. At St. Martin’s The- 
atre, London, June 27, °51; $2.25 top. 





“Penny Plain” is the third in the 
series of intimate revues devised 
and directed by Laurier Lister. It’s 
likely to prove the least successful 
of the three. It makes a gallant 
effort at wit, but too . obviously 
strains for effect. And although 
helped by the cosy atmosphere: of 
the theatre, it must be regarded as 
a mild hope. 

In its 30 scenes there is much 
that’s ,.commendable. The _ lyrics, 
particularly, are good, often pulling 
a neat satirical punch, But the 
show falls down mainly on the 
weak sketches, which try to force 
the pace but don’t quite succeed. 

Cast is headed by four strong 
revue names, and their West End 
pulling power may prove to be the 
telling factor. Elisabeth Welch and 
Joyce Grenfel, partnered by Max 
Adrian and Desmond _ Walter-Ellis, 
give their best. Miss Welch partic- 
ularly scores with two firstrate 
lyrics, ‘Festival Calypso” and 
*““Good Day of Godiva.” Miss Gren- 
fell is saddled with too many mono- 
logs, all in same style and tempo. 
Walter-Ellis has several effective 
comedy spots, notably as a heavily- 
moustached Guards officer and as 
a still photographer. Adrian gets 
his best reaction in a number en- 
titled “Cold Comfort,” in which he 
appears as a catarrhal actor who 
insists on going on,to keep his un- 
derstudy off. 

Moyra Fraser scores personal 
success in an attractive dance rou- 
tine arranged by Alfred Roderiques, 
in which she effects several snappy 
costume changes and displays a 
ae comedy sense. Marjorie Dun- 

els is given opportunity to dis- 

lay her prowess as an impression- 
st, scoring mainly with her take- 
offs of Peggy Ashcroft and Glynis 
Johns. 

Show is slickly staged and effi- 
ciently presented. Decor by a num- 
ber of well-known artists, including 
Emett (of Punch), Osbert Lancaster 
and Ronald Searle, is firstclass. 


Myro. 
Mary Stewart 
Glasgow, June 19. 
Glasgow Citizens 


association with Arts Counell of Great 








tings Molly MacEwen. At The- 
tre, ow, June 16, *51 ; ; 
vip’ oueees bsce% Lennox Milne 
P +teoae on eeeeenee 3 — pete 
Naser .ss+-Madeleine Christie 
wv PEEPS LE wg Aye = 
+A eteeegeeeece Duncan 
ye ieee notes Hilary Paterson 
of “ee eeteae 
of Huntly ..... 
Els ia, PRES: Andrew Keir 
rie Courcelles.., sional pee 
We aden v-ss++++ Douglas 
Mary Seton....... 2... 
ry + 5 SE wefan Allan 
SORE chi kt cashdsnndsate ‘ Marillyn Grex 
dy Janet Stewart... ..Mc Y 
dames Melville....... ela Lamond 
This is history nted on the 
stage in in le form. Detail 
follows and the author 
never pauses to give his audience 


brea room, let alone poor 


ary 6 
Picture which Robert McLellan 


pea ee Bl me ae gs! 


4 een, but of a 
woman troubled at heart, and 
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PROMINENT SPECIALIST IN ALL FIELDS TF 
OF EUROPEAN SHOWBUSINESS LEAV- 
ING FOR EUROPE, WILL ACCEPT AS- 
SIGNMENTS AND COMMISSIONS. 


Bex 405, Variety, 154 W. Abth $t., N.Y. 


}o used 


volubly throwing her trou at 
her scheming lords. She is abt an 


ip. | attractive Mary 


The author has stressed aca- 


@0| demic points to the exclusion of 


| drama, presenting a history- 

k chronicle. For history-book 
addicts it may be _ interesting 
enough; as a piece of theatre it 
fails. 

Lennox Milne, Scot actress (in 
private life wife of author Moray 
McLaren) talks broad Scot and 
dainty French, mainly the former, 
in a long and heavy role, but sus- 
tains it well. Words seldom stop 
flowing from her lips; she is an 
argumentative queen. 

Apart from act three, which cul- 
minates in an explosion at Kirk 
O’ Field, the piece never becomes 
sufficiently clear-cut to be inter- 
esting. 

A large cast, which includes 
Duncan Macrae and Eric Wood- 
burn, acts adequately. There is a 
good performance from James Gil- 
bert as Stewart of Sree " 

ord. 





Blaubarts Aechte Frau 
(Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife) 


Vienna, June 20. 


Theatre in the Josefstadt production of 
comedy in three acts by Alfred Savoir, 
tramsiated by Peter Loos. Directed by 
Peter Preses. Sets by Willi Bahner. With 
Erik Frey, Carl Gunther, Franz Boheim. 
Heinrich Ortmayr, Susanne Almassy, Erna 
Mangold, Trixi Wirth. At Kammerspiele, 
Vienna. 





Peter Preses, an American -ac- 
tor-director out of Vienfta, is re- 
sponsible for giving considerable 
new life and humor to the pretty 
tired Alfred Savoir comedy about 
the femme who finagied a real 
marriage out of the Tommy Man- 
ville type who set himself up as a 
20th-century bluebeard at 2,000,- 
000 frances per wife. Play is doing 
solidest biz in town, after uni- 
formly smash notices and with ex- 
cellent word-of-mouth from a town 
of playgoers tired of heavy Burg- 
theatre classics and philosophical 
four-acters. 

Erik Frey, in the role of the 
American, keeps slapstick to a 
minimum and is fairly believable 
for stage Yanks hereabouts. Su- 
sanne Almagsy, as the gal who 
leads him through marriage and 
divorce and back, is pretty arch by 
U. S. standards, but make a nice 
appearance in a town where the 
solid figure is. the feminine rule 
rather than the exception. Erna 
Mangold, a looker with showy red 
hair and a sexy figure, walks easily 
through a small role. With one or 
two exceptions, company ig more 
than satisfying. 

Director Preses piays the tired 
jokes and tra ent try for 
ref of results. Audience re- 
sponds with heartiest yoks heard 
here in many a year. Looks like a 
run throughout the summer. Isra. 


Frear Park Puts Troy, N.Y., 
On Silo Map for 1st Time 


Troy, N. Y., July 3. 
City of Troy with 71,000 po - 
on the strawhat map for the 





tion, 
Macrae | first time, through the operation by 


troller and long active in area th 
atricals, of the Frear Pak Sum 
mer Theatre. 


Myers opened it last Wednesd 
(27). with Tohn Loves Mary,” > 
formances running through Sun- 
day night. He has a 120-seat pro- 
sce arena in a building 
as : dance hall but 

during recent years. Myers 
leased it for a scheduled 10-week 
season. ar part 
Troy’s municipal system. 


Frank Myers, former deputy comp- 
e- 


er produc- 
tions planned include “Meet the 
Wife,” “The Torchbearers,” “Jen- 

e Kissed Me,” “For ‘Love or 
yr hae | bly “Born Yester- 

ey. 

is charging 80c to $1.80, brought 
Mary Siedel, Helen Doherty, 
Jeanne Baker, Dave Cleary, Man- 
ning Heard and Richard ‘Senet 
from New York as the professional 
company. He appe in several 
plays epee by John Huntington 
at the Spa Summer Theatre in 


M who 


Saratoga during the three 
| years and for almost a decade act- 
ed as narrator on of 


broadcasts 
mass from St. Joseph’s Church, 
Troy, over WABY, Albany. , 


Malden Bridge Bows 
Malden Bridge, N. Y., July 3. 
_ The Malden ridge Playhouse, 
opening Wednesday (4) with a new 





ances. are 
Anne Sharp, Paul Bressoud, Gail 

















McClintock, Hansford Rowe and 


| sa Paul. 
_, Eunice Osborne directs, ,..... ° 


pula--| was presented. 


“The Happy Days” will be the | mara 
attraction. Oth 


Roberta Peters’ 8-Wk. Deallj 


& +9 * ¢é 
For Beecham’s London ‘Girl’ 

Met soprano. Roberta Peters is 
leaving Saturday (7) for England 
on an eight-week deal to sing the 
lead role in Balfe’s “Bohemian 
Girl,” which Sir Thomas Beecham 
will conduct at London’s Covent 
Garden. Production will try out in 
Liverpool, coming into London 
Aug. 13. 

Soprano, who made her debut ai 
the Met last season, sang Gilda in 
“Rigoletto” at the Cincy Zoo June 
27-July 1, and will be on Friday’s 
(6) “Cavalcade of Stars” on Du- 
Mont, leaving next day for Eng- 
land. She’ll be back for a recital 
date in Decatur, Ga., Oct. 17, and 
report to the Met for rehearsals 
Oct. 22. Projected fim deal with 
20th-Fox is off, as are a couple of 
other Coast nibbles. - 


PITT STRAWHAT IS NO 
IN-NAME-ONLY ARENA 


Pittsburgh, July 3. 

Although Sam Handelsman’s 
Pittsburgh summertime project, 
Bill Green’s Arena Theatre, con- 
tinues to be called that, it is now 
an arena theatre in name only. 
Following the opening, when tech- 
nical difficulties made the preem 
of Edward Everett Horton in 
“Springtime for Henry” pretty 
much of a fiaseo, it was discovered 
that sound didn’t carry too well 
under the big circus tent and need- 
ed some kind of a sounding board. 

That was provided by the out- 
side of Green’s Casino proper, to 
which the strawhat is adjacent, so 
the couple of rows of seats between 
that and the stage were removed 
and instead of being an Arena 
town, audience is seated only on 
three sides of the stage, with the 
fourth having been eliminated. It 
cut the capacity down only a lit- 
tle, since there were only about 50 
seats or less in tthe one section 
eliminated. 


Barn Ams and Semi-Pros 

Giving Pros Competition 

New Haven, July 3. 

Giving the strictly professional 
strawhats in Connecticut somewhat 
of a run for their money, several 
amateur and semipro groups have 
sprung up for new or revived ac- 
tivity this simmer. Among these 
are the Milford Players, doing a 
schedule of plays at Arnold Col- 
lege in Milford. It’s a community 
affair, with Frederick . Albee as 
executive director. 

At Farmington, the Connecticut 
Theatre, Inc., holds forth at a spot 
labelled the Oval - in - the - Grove 
summer theatre. Talent is re- 
cruited locally and schedule in- 
cludes regular productions such as 
the current “Silver Chord,” plus 
competitive drama group festivals 
such as one recently held at which 
an original titled “The Safety 
Valve,” by Kemp B. Batchelor, 








Group 20, strawhat troupe op- 
erating at Unionville’s town hall, 
has its fourth season opener on 
the boards now, 


Current Road Shows 


(July 2-14) 


_“Guys and Dolls” (Allan Jones, 
Jay Clayton)— Curran, San Fran- 
cisco (2-14). 

“Mister Roberts” (Henry Fonda) 
—Biltmore, ele (2-14). 








'“Moon Is Bi Be ecte 
‘“South Pacific” Ganet Blair, 
Richard- )—Shu - 
cago (2-14), wise 
“Three ALY Jamie” (John 
Raitt, Marion Bell) (tryout) — 
Philharmonic Aud., Los Angeles 


2-14) (Reviewed in Vanrrety this 


week). 

“Two On the Aisle” (Bert Lahr, 
Dolores Gray) ( ut) — Forrest 
Philadelphia (2-14). (Reviewed in 
Variety, June 13, ’51). 

SUBWAY CIRCUIT 

“Death pf a | *?_F lat- 
bush, Brooklyn (3-8); Windsor; 
Bronx (10-15). 


Lil” (Mae West) —| nical 


“Diamond 
Lod orp men pt a aT elu 
im] ‘Ear’ — Flatbush, | 


oy An 
Brooklyn (10-15). 


Kressyn Inte Yiddish Musical 
. Miriam syn has been signed 
by Irving J: and Edmund 
da for one of the leads in 








hat audiences is sufficiently en- 
couraging, the Cronyns plan to 
bring the show to Broadway in the 
fall. Screen rights to-the play are 
owned by Stanley Kramer, who 
will shoot it this summer with Rex 
Harrison and Lilli Palmer (Mré. 
Harrison) as stars. 





ATPAM Try in Chi Area 
«Chicago, July 3. 

Last-minute attempt to sign up 
Chicago area strawhats with union 
pressagents has fallen flat, al- 
though Oliver Sayler, of the Assn. 
of Theatrical Press Agents and 
Managers, came out from N. Y. 
to make a pitch to the more af- 
fluent silo managers. Area has 
added two Equity houses this sum- 
mer, in addition to four here. The 
North Shore Musical used a union 
p. a. last year, but this year is go- 
ing along with a non-union. free- 
lance. °* 

Question isn’t one of not using a 
union agent, but managers want a 
fulltime resident staffer for the 
coin, and most of the available 
Chi agents are doing part-time jobs 
or were working when the season 
was planned. en there is the 
fear that other unions would de- 
mand work for their members, and 
also that ATPAM would in addition 
want to include house managers 
and boxoffice men, now the work of 
students or local hausfraus. * 





‘Love’ $8,100, Westport 
Westport, Conn., July 3. 

Thanks to a hefty. subscription 
list, the tryout of Robert Ander- 
son’s “Love Revisited” last week 
at the hes an Country Play- 
house grossed a passable $8,100. 
The piece, co-starring Helen Claire 
and Richard Kendrick, was gen- 
erally panned by the local critics. 

Current at the 20-year-old straw- 
hatter is Shaw’s “Philanderer,” 
starring Tom ' Helmore, Claudia 
Morgan and Vanessa Brown. Sub- 
sequent weeks bring tryouts of the 
London success, “The Holly and 
the Ivy,” Walter Anderson's “Lit- 
tle Screwball” and Claudette Col- 
bert in Noel Coward’s “Island 
Fling.” 





_. *Tidings’ $12,800 at Salt Creek 


Chicago, July 3. 

Marshall Migatz’s Salt Creek 
summer theatre opened up with a 
rousing $12,800 for 11 perform- 
ances of “Glad Tidings” (formerly 
“Sacred and Profane”) with Mel- 
vyn Douglas and Signe Hasso. The 
Hinsdale, Ill., strawhatter has Guy 
Kibbee in “On Borrowed Time” 
gs B tonight (3), and follows 
with Nina Foch in “Animal King- 
dom”; “Royal Fomty with Ruth 
Hussey and John Newland; -and 
John Barrymore, Jr., and cousin, 
se Barrymore Colt, in “Hasty 

e ” 

Migatz is looking for video stars 
to round out his August schedule, 
with the producer pointing out 
that top business last year was 
done by Imogene Coca. 


‘Show Boat’ Sparks Skokie. 


yy July 3. 
“Show Boat,” Barrie O’Daniels’ 
first production at the Music The- 


two-week stay. 
Divorce,” with Jack Whit- 
ing and Audrey Meadows, replaces 
it tonight (3); with all musicals 
hereafter in for one week. 


Martha’s Vineyard Sked 
‘ Martha’s Vineyard, July 3. 
Under direction of British actor- 
Plavhon 2 on, the Rice 
ouse, Oak 's, Martha’s 
Vineyard, " will offer alternate- 
week revivals of four Shaw 
during its season. Starti 
night (6), they will include “Man 
and Superman,” the opener; Sard 
mali on,” “Heartbreak House” 
‘Arms ahd the Man.” There will 





also be a tryout of a new 5 


“Duet for One,” during the 
n. 
Members of the resident 








“Alice in ao tesana” while St. 
John Terrell’s Lambertville Music 








Continued from page 56 | 





maus.” Both managements re. 

fine biz, the Playhouse 
selling out on Wednesday. and Sat- 
urday matinees and Saturday 
night, and the Music circus, fol. 
lowing an excellent week, break- 
ing the tent record Saturday night 
by more than $200, thanks to 75 
standees, Encouraging to note that 
in one evening nearly 2,000 thea. 
tregoers poured into an area whose 
total permanent population is only 
about 5,500. 


Westhampton Financing 


Westhampton, L. I., July 3. 

The Westhampton Playhouse, 
which opened here . last _ night 
(Mon.). with the preem of “Four- 
poster,” costarring Hume Cronyn 
and Jessica Tandy, is financed al- 
mest completely by Pocal residents. 
The strawhat, occupying a convert. 
ed film house, is operated by Ron 
(Ronald. W.) Rawson. Latter, a 
radio and TV announcer, and his 
wife, Ruth Rawson, who does com- 
mercials with him, live here year 
’round, commuting to New York 
for their ether assignments. 

Largest single backer of the 
$10,000 venture is Elaine Perry, 
daughter of the late Broadway di- 
rector Antoinette Perry, $1,000. 
Others include talent agent Hal 
(Harold T.) Hackett, $500; Mrs, 
Rawson, $500; Bob Sylvester, N. Y. 
News drama reporter, $250, and 
P. B. Stephens, the same sheet’s 
business manager, $250. Most of 
the others are local hotel and res- 
taurant proprietors and merchants. 

This is the first season for the 
operation, 


Cape Codders In Boff Bow 


Hyannis July 3. 

The three Cape Cod summer 
strawhat enterprises of Richard 
Aldrich, Broadway and summer 
playhouse producer, now a Com- 
mander in Naval service, opened 
their 1951 seasons at Dennis, Hyan- 
nis and Falmouth last night (2) to 
eapacity audiences. 

The Cape Cod Music Circus, at 
Hyannis, sta its second sea- 
son with “The Great Waltz,” not 
only was SRO, but already has a 
third of the entire nine-week sea- 
son sold to date. This percentage 
of advance is believed to be a rec- 
= for all tent musical organiza- 

ns. 

Presentation of Olivia de Havil- 
land in “Candida” marked the 25th 
anniversary opening of the famous 
Cape Piayhouse at Dennis, where 
the summer advance sale is strong. 
Falmouth Playhouse was filled to 
ied for John Garfield in 
“Golden Boy.” This is the third 
year at the Coonamesset spot. 


New Hampshire Season On 
Concord, N, H., July 3. 
New Hampshire’s summer the- 
‘ot off to a good-start 
London Players 
—_ “On Borrowed Time” by 











their 
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yed the le 
don, Bruce Kimes 

nine-year-old Clark (Butch) Hein 

in the sup cast. Howard 

Fischer bow Fg tle rote in Bow 

toa theatre is o ting ~ 

this year under the Tirection N. 

Warren Weldon, owner-producer. 
Strawhat circuit went into full 

swing last night (2), when curtains 

were raised at the Lakes 

Playhouse, in Gilford, Keene 

mer Theatre, Windham 

and Ham 
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Players in Concord City Hall, July 
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vember. It’s titled 
(The Saloon With a Soul),” 
the To ‘C., the Elite - 
Maison de Chow, Chez Bicarb or 
the Heavenly Hashienda, 


to beok 
Houghton Mifflin t in von 
pt 





Caniff Cited in Congress 

Milton Caniff, creator of “Steve 
Canyon,” the comie strip, received 
unusual Congressional mention 
last week when the text of his strip 
was inserted into the Congressional 
Record by Congressman Eugene J. 
Keogh of New York. 

Implying that comic strips have 
their good points, as distinct from 
criticism leveled at them from 
many quarters, Rep. Koegh stated 
in the House: “. . . much has been 
said about the comics but many of 
them serve a useful and helpful 
purpose. A particularly fine ex- 
ample of this appeared in Milton 
Caniff’s. strip, “Steve Canyon,” 
which was carried in approximate- 
ly 500 papérs on May 19, 1951." 





Neil Vanderbilt's Interview 

Cornelius Vanderbilt,. Jr., 
VARIETY correspondent, yesterday 
had an exclusive interview in 
Lucerne with Dr. von Steiger, pres- 
ident of Switzerland, who is also 
chief justice of the Swiss supreme 
court and a member of the seven- 
man federal council. The Vander- 
bilts made several photographs. of 
von Steiger. Last week they photo- 
graphed Dr. Rappard, head of the 
International Labor Organization 
in Geneva. 

Vanderbilt is on a roving filming 
assignment for his fall lecture tour. 





Lasky’s Robinson Plug 

Victor Lasky, former anti-Com- 
munist “specialist” for Scripps- 
Howard, is writing a freelance mag 
piece on Edward Robinson, 
whose name was linked in the re- 
cent House Un-American Activities 
Committee investigation. Lasky’s 
angle is that Robinson was an 
nocent dupe in joining a number of 
organizations, and is now unfairly 
parse through difficulty in 
getting film jobs. 

Lasky heads for the Coast next 
week to work on the script of a 
documentary to be made by Metro 
on aims of Communist Russia. 
Dore ie uction 
topper, is. understood planning to 
take the film under his personal 
wing. 





Gallery of Maestros 
Donald’ Brook’s “International | En 


Gallery of Conductors,” which 
Macmillan is bringing out this 
week, covers a wide range in sym- 
onic maestres little or well- 
own, from Toscanini and Sto- 
kowski to Norman Del Mar and 
Richard Korn, pie 


Continental co 
tors, not tee familiar to U. S. - 
ences, get nce here, in a 
compact volume of short features 


that gives a com ve survey 
of the current baton- 
ist field. 
Ted Saucier’s ‘Bottoms Up’ | 
Publicist Ted 


Saucier, at 
the Waldorf-Astoria, who Sang 
collec famous names’ drink 
recipes, has a 

thology of some fancy drinks 


by fancy ft reelges. including 
some secret by Gene 
(Colony) Cavallero, Franciseo’s 


Trader Vie, ete. These include pre- 

Prohibition and kindred 
Titles “Bottoms Up,” ystone 

Press will publish fall. 


Mark « film biietst, has 
pu 
J. ery | Beaman 
lishers of The Traveler magazine 
which is skedded for its New York 
debut in the fall. Already 


4 


re 
every six months and serves hotel 
guests as a shopping guide 
Sightseer’s ‘ n 
head the New York office. ; 


Prentice-Hall Show Biz Tomes 


er and - 


columnist; “Comprete Book of | 


Twentieth: ” 
David Ewen; “The Pace of War? 
~& Charles and Eugene Jones, 
covered ewe fighting: 





the charm-coach and flack: “How to 
Draw Cartoons and Comics,” edited 


Milton Caniff, 


Also, ae 
novel actor David ng 
line erie,” translation: of the 
French bestseller by Cecil Saint- 
Laurent (who has written over 80 
novels under at least 20 = 
names); “Peter Hunt’s How-To- 

It Book,” by the artist whose book- 
lets were offe on radio by the 
DuPont Co.; and “This Is India,” 
by Madame Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, 
Indian ambassador to the U. S. 





CHATTER - 


*Alice M. Bingham resigned as 
managing editor of Dance News. 

Author’s agent John T. Elliott 
recovering from an appendectomy. 

Adele Fletcher in Hollywood for 
two weeks to gander the film situ- 
ation as N. Y. editor of Photoplay. 


Alan Reitman, public relations 
director of American Civil Liber- 
ties Union, ppped to assistant di- 
rector of AC U, but will retain 
publicity duties. 

Met soprano Helen Traubel to 
be featured in the July 22 issue. of 
Parade with article by Sid Ross 
and Ernest. LaFrance, titled “Trau- 
bel Surprises You.” 

Bod Viano, who just completed 
the advance publicity job for Rich- 
ard Aldrich’s Music Circus, Cohas- 
set, Mass., doing a magazine - piece, 
Mi Aldrich Family Pitches a 

ent. 


Random House brin out 
Maurice Zolotow’s “No eople 
Like Show People” July 13. Tome 

rofiles Tallulah Bankhead, Ethel 

erman and Jimmy Durante 
among others. 

Jack L. Warner is contributing a 
chapter on silent films to “The 
Arts and Sciences of Motion Pic- 
tures,” a red by the 
Academy of M mn Picture Arts 
and Sciences and compiled by 
Muriel De Lisa. 

NBC is sending its lensing Jones 
Twins (Charles and Gene) to 
photograph the North Pole. They 
covered Korea for the -network 
and, coincidentally, wrote a book 
for Prentice-Hall fall .publication, 
“The Face of War.” 

Singer Lena Horne gets a pix- 
copy spread in the August issue of 
Ebony, built around her recent en- 
gagement at Cocoanut Grove 
in Hollywood. Mag points out Miss 
Horne was the first Negro perform- 
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grim in London, from Waterbury, 
and I asked him what he had been 
doing. He had, he said, seen “Kiss 
Me Kate” and “Carousel, Danny 
Kaye at the Palladium, the new 
Barbara Stamwyck movie, and he 
had waited all day outside the 
Américan Embassy to catch a 
glimpse of Margaret Truman. 


backbone of a new show, particu- 
larly for a musical. 
‘Seventeen’ Angle 
Prior to the opening of “Seven- 


teen,” the broker call for “Courtin’ 
Time” was fairly good. It was the 
newest musical available (and mu- 
sicals are the red corpuscles of 
broker patronage) and was appar- 
ently set. for attendance by those 
who have already seen (or couldn’t 
get inte) “Guys and Dolls,” “South 
Pacific,” “Call Me Madam” and 
“King and I.” But with “Seven- 
teen” opening to fair notices, 
“Courtin’ Time” must now share 
the also-ran status with still an- 
other entry. 


The run-or-close decision for 
“Courtin’ Time” at the Royale is 
likely to be a matter of only a few 
weeks. If the more desirable loca- 
tion stimulates attendance, the 
show might be able to stick around 
indefinitely, particularly if it ef- 
fected cast and royalty cuts. The 
next few weeks are traditionally 
bad, so if it can survive until mid- 
August it should share the general 
upturn due about then. But if 
business doesn’t perk almost imme- 
diately, the musical can hardly sur- 
vive, as it went far over the budget 
during its two tryouts and is hardly 
the sort of prospect on which back- 
ers would be inclined to stake ad- 
ditional coin. 

At theoretical capacity at the 
Royale, the show could net gbout 
$3,000 a week. At that, it repre- 
sents a tough haul to recover the 
Royale is 


a shoot-the-works fling 
for the musical, 


attempt te have them rebel against 
Equity representation, is a ques- 
tion. Also, the attitude of the Met 
and Hurok in the situation is not 
indicated. So, as the situation now 


stands, the jurisdiction over the 
Met and Hurok productions seems. 
to be in the air, despite the 4A’s 
ruling. But ane wane 
little question of Equity’s a 
exercise jurisdiction over the vari- 
ous independent productions of the 
Seschet ‘adanestanay abet ns 

regu- 
larly use Equity members. 

The 4A’s vote to award the juris- 
diction to Equity resulted from a 
switch in the_ position of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
Soe Ped, Previowey. Seen) eee 
AGMA American Federation 
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Marie Louise at-any thea-| J | ; eS e ¢ 
ey SY Sourteshtie * curtain t oe By Frank Scully ’ t 
which America would like; Oliver i 
Messel’s triumphant decor “The | The Quiz an anniversary . Over the air it 
Little Hut,” the Se nk ae coutided as if ete lant thee Seine of the old female temea ore 
Arts’ Club, the intense British in-|2°t gone, Fran Allison, of “Kukla, 


but they certainly had forgotten. ‘ 
Fran, and Ollie” (and Aunt Fanny of Don MecNeill’s Breakfast Club), 
was in Joe Kelly's old spot as quizmaster. 

At the end of the program she announced no score had been kept 
|because it was an anniversary party. Hence all would be back the 
next week. It is the usual practice to drop the one who finishes fourth. 

A little moppet named Frankie, who will be in the second grade next 
fall, was asked to make a wish. After that they all blew out the can- 
dle: on the birthday cake. Miss Allison asked Frankie what his wish 
was. He said it was a “seekwit,” sounding a good deal like Joel Kup- 
perman (who, incidentally, was on the program) used to sound 10 years 
ago. It was a “seekwit,” but he did tell Aunt Fanny. 

“I wish I could be on every quiz program there is,” he said. 

They Got Millions of "Em 


Somebody then thanked the 4,000,000 listeners who had sent in let- 
ters-over the years) Apparently none was from a sponsor because the 
program at present is being carried on NBC's cuff. 

Though Miss Allison didn’t keep score, I did. I not only kept score 
on the Quiz Kids, I checked it against our whole educational system. 
* Neither seems to be going anywhere; or if it is, it's not going for- 
ward. Joel Kupperman, who is now 15, and a senior at a Chicago high 
school, was asked the square of 257. He said it was 64,490. 


Fran Allison then put on a recording. It seems he was asked the 
same question when he was seven years old and came out with an 
answer of 66,049. As a child he did his thinking out loud and one could 
learn the various steps by which he arrived at his answer. In his sweet 
childish way, he said he couldn’t explain what he. was explaining very 
well, “because it’s a seekwit twick.” Well, if it is, it seems a shame 
that the more education Joel is getting the harder it is for him to 
remember the trick. 


There happens to be in London at the present time a 19-year-old 
girl named Shakuntala Devi. Studying for her B. A., she is one of 
the calculating wonders of all time. In London recently a mathema- 
tician chalked up 24,137,569, and asked her to give the cube root of it. 
In less than a second she told him it was 269. 

Miss Devi comes from India. She, too, at the age of six gave ex- 
hibitions of her skill, but she was not educated in American schools 
and so has managed to hold on to her skill for a longer time. 


The chances are that she, too, will give way to machines in time. 
It might console her and Joel Kupperman to know that Zerah Colburn, 
an American, went on tour when he was six (that was in 1810) and was 
at the height of his powers when he was 10. In London he raised eight 
to the 16th power, which is 281,474,976,710,656. But when he- began 
to be really educated, his mathematical powers began to decline. 

Washington, Cleveland—Who Looks? 


In 1945 the Quiz Kids were on a bond-selling program. They raised 
millions. They knew what bonds looked like. They were paid in them. 
In 1951 Fran Allison asked them whose face was on a bond, a $50 
bond, and a $100 bond. They missed on all three, which shows you 
how interest in bonds has skidded since the manipulators of the na- 
tional economy succeeded in decreasing their purchasing value 50% in 
five years. 

In the field of history, they were a bit better than in the areas of 
economics and sports. But when asked who replaced Joseph H. Ball, 
Wallace E. White, and C. Whelan Brooks in the U. S. Senate in 1948 
they only got two out of three, and one of them was practically an 
infield hit, because it involved Paul Douglas of Chicago. They muffed 
completely White’s replacement by Margaret Chase Smith in Maine. 

In 1949, they were told; Bill Odum, a pilot they had once met, had 
flown from Hawaii. Miss Allison wanted to know if he had stayed on 
the 38th parallel, what states ‘would have to be crossed in flying across 
the . After a good deal of groping the kids got Texas and Florida, 
but she had Lotisiana as the third. . 
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Psychologists reported Joel had the highest 1Q. for a kid of his 


‘age since these tests were introduced, Emotionally he was just normal 
and his mether used 
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Vegas nitery acter 
European vacation. 

eader Meyer Davis leaving 
Ss (8) for his Sorrento, Me., 
home for the summer. 


Robert Taylor enroute on the 
America to Britain, where he’ll 
star in Metro's “Ivanhoe.” 


Mike Nidorf, Jo Stafford’s man- 
ager, to Europe ever the weekend 
on radio deals for the singer. 

Georgie Jessel may fly to Israel 
on the E) Al (Israeli) Lines as part 
of that government’s bond drive 
ballyhoo. 

Songstress Rosalind Courtright 
flying out July 7 to play London’s 
swank Embassy Club and double 
into BBC TV. 

Sid Garfield, Samuel Goldwyn’s 
recently appointed eastern ad-pub 
chief, back in N. Y. following his 
first ‘studio visit,’ 

Robert Taylor off on the Liberte 
yesterday, heading for London to 
appear in Pandro Berman’s pro- 
duction of “Ivanhoe.” 

Will Hays, former head of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
sailed yesterday (Tues.) on the Ca- 
ronia for a 35-day North Cape 
cruise. 

N. Y. News’ Danton Walker is 
another off-to-Europe columnist. 
Plans motoring through England, a 
switch on the usual Continental 
jaunts. 

Vincent Sardi and wife returned 
Monday (2) from a two-month 
. European trip, and off to their 
Berkshires summer home for a few 
days’ rest. 

Charles Carpenter, manager of 
Technicolor’s local office, weds 
Sara I. Rossman in New York Aug. 
4. She’s with the Rockefeller 
Foundation. 

Grace Kelly returns to 20th-Fox 
for another film, “High Noon,” 
after her summer stock season at 
Elitch Gardens, Denever, where 
she’ * slated for two months. 

gar Van Bilohm, until last 
month manager of the Paris The- 
atre, sailed to Europe last Satur- 
day (30) for six to-eight-week com- 
bined biz and pleasure trip. 

Kathy Beaumont, voice of “Alice” 
in Walt Disney’s cartoon version 
of “Alice in Wonderland,” sailed 
on the Queen Mary Friday (29) to 
attend London preem of the film. 

Dorothy Gish, who returns to 
the screen in Columbia’s upcom- 
ing release, “Whistle at Eaton 
Falls,” sailed Saturday (30) on the 
Atlantic for a four-month Euro- 
pean vacation. ~ 

Much to-do about the twice 
divorced and remarried Milton 
Berles (Joyce Mathews) going o 
separate boats to Europe, but th thef 
finally got off jointly on the Queén 
Mary, albeit in separate quarters. 

Frank M. Folsom h a 
branch managers with a pos 
award, a Princeton (N.J.) Labs on 


and a Broadway show topper-offer 
tomorrow (Thurs.) ra a gat na “bet- 
claude C. Phill Philippe, 

‘ 
Waldorf, Air Franced to pes over 
the weekend. Will a 


month, motoring to ttate, witzer- 
pe Vienna, 0.0.ing the new 
ne 


ete. 

air ge ag ae 
vention, 
the Wilshire Bivd. bey om le, Ho 
wood, has been ding 
Prentice-Hall, hich lo is pu ae 
his inspirational book, “How 
Live a Richer Life.” 

In addition to the Rainbow Room 
and Cafe Louis XIV, John O’Mal- 
ley now handling the five other 
Union News restaurants in Rocke- 
feller Center, besides other eat- 
eries and | airport restaurants dper- 


ated ie &~ company. 

Forrester, creator of the 
Sctininal naval adventurer, “Capt. 
Horatio Hornblower,” in from 
Britain Saturday (30) on the Media. 
Warners’ film version of rm- 
blower” is scheduled *-} preem at 
the Music Hall next fall 

Nelson A. Rockefeller quit presi- 
ow of Rockefeller Center, and 

o Bon as head of Radio City 

Susie ll, succeeded Rocke- 
feller remains as chairman of the 
board and Eyssell oy mae as 
president of Music Hall Co 

Film actress Bette Davis, ac- 
companied by her husband, Gary 
Merrill; actress Valentina Cortesa, 
composer Gian-Carlo Menotti and 
Joseph McConville, prez of Colum- 
bia Pictures International Corp., 
arrive from Britain tomorrow 
(Thurs.) on the Queen Elizabeth. 

Legit-TV actress Gloria Stroock 
sailed yesterday (Tues.) on the 
Liberte to meet her sister, Ger- 
aldine Brooks, in Paris, where the 
latter is completing the film, 
“Green Glove,” opposite Glenn 
Ford. The sisters will tour Eu- 
rope, returning to the U. S. about 
Labor Day 


The Wildorf’s Paul Stewart has 
been setting up the theatre tickets 
for General MacArthur's party in 
recent weeks, most of it done quite! ing Commissi 
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“The Inspector Calls,” respectively, 


Tower. 


| Aaron Bridges, Negro pianist, to 


receded his charge, 
by air on Mon- 


Kaye, et ee 
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and planed west 


Queen bag f 
Friday 6 *syivia Fine (Mrs. Kaye) 
and neo baby are awaiting him 


By Les Rees 

Carrie Finnell underlined for 
Vic's theatre cafe. 

Leslie Chabay, Met Opera, N. Y., 
tenor, here for concert. 

Herbie Fields back at St. Paul 
Flame for seventh engagement. . 

Maurice Rocco into Minneapolis 
— with Harry Ranch novelty 

nd. 

Colstons into Dorothy Lewis’ 
ice show at Hotel Nicollet Minne- 
sota Terrace. 

The “original” Dagmar, exotic 
dancer, broke all records by wide 
margin at Vic’s theatre cafe. 

Benefit show at Auditorium for 
ailing Harry Hirsch, veteran local 
showman, netted him $10,200. 

Stu MacPherson pinchhitting on 
WCCO for Cedric Adams while 
latter vacations for three weeks. 

Augie’s theatre cafe has “Fats” 
Pichon, who was. saluted by 
Minneapolis Star columnist Vir- 
ginia Safford in lengthy article. 

Bob Gaus opened his strawhat- 
ter seasons at Pine Beach and 
Bemidji with “Clutterbuck” and 


and will alternate his Equity com- 
panies between two spots. 

City council waiving usual $1,- 
200 fee for Ringling Cireus, July 
27-28, because it will be one of 
attractions of annual Aquatennial, 
summer mardi gras, paying lat- 
ter 1 to 12% of local engage- 
ment’s profits, depending on 
amount. 


Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 
Joe Gale out of hospital. 
Howard Lindsay in town. 
Glenn Ford filming on the Eiffel 


Leonide Moguy to Italy to prep 
his next picture. 

Film fest at Vichy opened June 
25, to run to July 6. 


Switzerlahd for a nitery tour. 

Jacques Francois to London for 
a role in the new Somerset 
gr pic, “Encore.” 


Conjurer Frakson out of the 
Lido for one month to be oper- 
ated for ulcers 
“Journal of a Country "a 
_ | French ving the Grand 
t| Prize of Fre: 


Cine-Ope: pening 

alterations as a 
firstrun establishment and present- 
4 — Swedish ae “Miss 
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London 


Robert Cummings expected here 
ee 


ey Johnsor back to Paris 
athe ae cabaret stint at the Em- 


press Club. 
Auer ‘stars in “Storks 


Comedy, J 11, 
pe dl Meeris Jr., ed for 
cabaret at Churchills and will be 


followed by Josephine Premice. 
Elsa Lanchester, wife of Charles 
Laughton, goes into the Cafe de 


‘Paris for four weeks opening 


Oct. 1. 

The Dolinoffs and Raya Sisters 
sail for New York on the Nieuw 
Amsterdam July 11, opening at the 
Palace July 19. . 

Sam Wanamaker back, for the 
first time for two years, to appear 
in Anthony Kimmins’ film, “Mr. 
Denning. Drives North.” 

Alfred S. Kahn, looking over 
current. shows, intends to stay 
here until ge wg and then plans 
short Paris before returning 
to New. York. 

‘David E. Rose took the “Satur- 
day Island” crew by charter plane 
to Jamaica for location shooting 
where they'll be joined by Linda 
Darnell, who is flying direct from 
California. 

Dorothy Dandridge follows Bea 
Lillie for a month at the Cafe de 
Paris, opening July 9. Colored 
songstress was booked by John 
Heyman, owner of the Cafe, while 
in New York recently. 

Joseph A. McConville, Columbia 
International prexy, left on the 
Elizabeth Saturday (30) after a 
few days in London on his return 
from attending the organization’s 
European convention in Rome. 
Michael Bentine has turned 
down an offer to go to Miami for 
a nitery session next Christmas, 
due to his “Crazy People,” weekly 
BBC radio feature, in which he is 
costarred with Peter Sellers, 
Harry Seacombe and Spike Milli- 
gan, having been held over for 12 
weeks, with further option to be re- 
tained for the entire year. 

New use is being made by Leich- 
ner’s, American sehen concern, 
for students of the Royal Academy 
of Dramatic Art. Gals, while on 
vacation, are being used as makeup 
specialists in the Pleasure Gardens, 
at the Festival of Britain, where 
Leichner’s is the only American 
concern granted this concession, 
for which purpose it erected a spe- 
cial pavilion, using 12 using 12 gals. 


Westport; Conn. 


By Hum 

Clinton Wilder to — (7). 
. Mrs. William Anthony McGuire 

ere. 
Mafirice Evans occupying new 
home on Nod 
Armina Marshall to the Coast to 
visit ailing mother. 

Sir Shane Leslie, Irish author, 
visiting the Justin Sturms 


comm to; a 
“hiboue on Breedw ating 


Lillian eg - at yo be- 
Food rT ” 
Stoska 


concerts at 

Fairfield (6). 
Andre Kostelanetz at gM wis Silver- 
mine’ home after a Ao to ee Se oy 


and will co 
York and Snide 
Helen Richards again handling 
for music theatre at Renbent 


a Second season open- 
ing — 19 with “Student Prince.” 
MacDonald, Gladys 


Christie 
Swarthout, Eva Le Gallienne, cm 





Mischa 
Don’t Talk,” which opens at the]. 


engagements | Jackie 


yen A ae om 


dance spots at his Clover 
as until April, 1952. . 
. Casablanca Hotel’s Club 


of 
idea, Current 


Portland, Ore. 


Heat continues to hinder theatre 
and nitery biz. 

Miss Portland contest set for 
Palaise- Royale Ballroom July 6-7. 

Sammy Amato ih as manager at 
McElroy’s and Jantzen ballrooms. 





newly purchased WB houses this 
week. 


bao gag Dorsey orch replaces 
Ha ames at Jantzen Beach 
Ballrooss, July 6-7. 

Lee Mortimer, New York Daily 
Mirror, in town for a couple of 
days to gather facts for his book, 
“West Coast Confidential.” 

Russ Brown took over as Oregon 


Circuit and other managers were 
promoted. 

Jack Marshall held for second 
week at Amato's Supper Club. 
Ditto Sammy Walsh at Clover Club. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 


John Hershberger has been 


phia Orchestra. 

Herbie Collins has taken over 
the bandstand in the Warwick 
Room (Hotel Warwick) for the sum- 
mer. 

Sid McKinney, vocalist with: Il- 
linois Jacquet orch (at Club Har- 
lem here), has left to go into the 
Army. 

Dallas Gerson, co-owner of Latin 
Casino, will leave for California 
to line up movie names for next 


season 


The Robin Hood Dell Orchestra, 
Fritz Reiner conducting, got the 
entire seagon’s recording finished 
over the week-end. 

Harry Chipetz has resigned as 
sales manager of Scott-Crosse Co., 
indie record distribs which recent- 
y) merged with Marnel Distributing | 8T@ 


The Variety Club’s (Tent - an- 
nual benefit pme, , anaes in are: 
junction wi. he Philadelphia 
Daily News, will a~ held at Shibe 
Park Aug. 3. Athletics vs. Cleve- 
land. 

Concessions at Academy of Mu- 
sic, top local: concert hall, have 
been leased for 1951-52 to Gollub 


new owner, Philadelphia 


Seattle 


oing burlesque for 
next two w 


“< e Prince” second operet- 
ep pane eeeaens R 4 Seer: ane Opera Co. 


Newly myrecarl Palladium dance- 
hall in north end opened with 
Souders’ orch. 


Greenman String trio into Geor- 
maple ne a ag Hotel dur- 
Pogeanroenh — ee 


Orches- 


Palomar 


Allen, Republic | 
star, et of = 
ton cities. for press, 
and oe gsc by es ge 
1 aenees ranch manager here, a 
Olympic ‘Hotel. " 





i Havana 
_Beorte® Minevitch Rascals 


Richard opeone C. Wilson, Richard Greene, John ed Friday (29) at Tropicana 
Merle (ally ag “24 = Hersey, Audrey vee ‘Ruby |n t elub. the meget but is 
by Nitor. Sexi ft oe par Gov. | Ernesto >, 
sre end oh the French Riviers far |John Lodge, William Gaxton,| Carlyle Inc., 
Associated Bri Theresa Helburn, William Lieb-| two weeks ‘4 
Uni-France Film ’ al|ling at Coun se open- rr ge for its first show, 
two-week film exploitation £ in jing OFS derers. will be a musical. Plans 
Knokke Le- during which 10 start shooting in 30 to 60 days. _ 
ere callie fine will be be screened. Miami Beach George Arnold’s Reviewe 
It will run from July 1 to 14. closed here Thursday night (28) 
Betty Reilly set to return toSans | nold is the show to do a 
Australia Souci “Hotel's Blue Sails Room |Sries of TV shorts in Hollywood 
By Erie Gorrick ee  tiein eemadaen wien "two of bi five pix houses 
Phar Me ourent Bplay. rus at orclock Club, Club, being paged for en- | Showing “Father's Little Dividend 
gagement at Monmarte, Havana. |eP° 


Engine 

Aussie exhibs will hold a big 
conference at Mackay, Queens- 
land, next month. 

“Worm’s Eye View” continues to 
do smash biz at Royal, Sydney, for 
J. C. Williamson ‘cheatres. 

Leroy Brauer, Columbia’s new 
Aussie chief. headquartered 
Sydney, is presently touring. the 
territory. 

The Piddingtons, local mind- 
reading act, are returning to Lon- 
don for additional playdates. 
Brother-sister duo did top biz here 
for the J. C. Willicmson circuit. 

John Pertwee, British comic, 
has arrived here for the David N. 
Martin Tivoli loop. He'll also do a 
series of air shows for the non- 


commercial Australian Broadcast- 


Sea Isle Hotel _experimenting 
with longhair concerts featuring 
Seymour Hoffman ensemble three 
times weekly. 

“Ice Vogues of ‘°51”  setti 
healthy s at Miami Bea 
Municip Auditorium. First time 


in| an icer has clicked in this area. 


Town filled. for first time in 
weeks. Hotel ops optimistic about 
summer biz, with more Cubans 
here than at any time in last three 


years. 

Josephine Baker may make pic 
in Cuba. Carlyle, dance and show 
director for Souci Club in 
yp eet will handle same chores 


‘oes through. 
Luis dines & Beatrice and their 





sion. 


dance group pacted by Jack Gold- 
man to handle production and 
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better ess. 
show in weeks 


————— 
By Bill Conlan 
Igor Cassini in last weekend. 
Rudolf Bing in town last week. 
First German video sets come off 
the assembly line in August at 
1,200 Marks ($300) up. 


meg hep “year. ~~ 
Opera’s Astrid Varnay 
scheduled for an 





rance we 
during the Cultural 1 Festival 
August. 


Forman Bros. take over their | Te 


district manager for Evergreen | 8*'Y 


named N. Y: rep for the Philadel- $4 


Bros., New York, by the Academy’s | died 


mal 
a pi, ome hy 8. 


‘Mrs. 
ee: as of Lincoin 
m4 off this con Park 230 


‘Rodolfo Lowenthal arranged for }: 
cti two German- | W 


“Holly mee 5 od RY APA SC 


— e Friedlob, ‘Bill Blowitz in 


fro 
Gi 
ree. regory mlaned in from 


- Coleen Gray to El Paso to visit 
hospitals. 
into Army. 
Frank Fontaine to, Medford, 
Mass., on vacation. 
David L. Johnston recevering 
from major surge 
Tony Curtis to Detroit to rejoin 
“a Laurie on tour. 
ohn Barrymore, Jr., ordered te 
rt for Army physical exam. 
ebe Daniels in from London for 
funeral of Dr. Harry W. Martin. 
Lloyd Bridges to hometown 
Eureka to plug “Little Big Horn.” 
Andy Hervey appointed assistant 
to Teet Carle, Par publicity chief, 
a Greer Garson and Col. E. E 
‘o 


Gargan, Jr., inducted: - 


elson to Honolulu on vacation. 
bert L. Lippert returned. to 
work after two weeks out for sur- 


York Martin in town after's tour 
of France, Spain, Portugal and Bel- 


iy 

Ann Doran playing 200th film 
-, _ “Here See the Nelsons” 
a 


Joe Kirkwood lined up a 12- 
week tour of professional golf 
meets. 

Groucho Marx and his first wife 
settled their almony dispute for 


9,000. 
Rex Allen to Spokane to open 
five-city personal appearance tour 
of state. 

Edward D. Cohen in from South 
America for huddles with Darryl 
F. Zanuck. 

Gene Nelson’s injured back keep- 
ing him out of Warners’ “Starlift” 
for couple weeks. 

Russell Holman in from N. 
after confabs with Y. Frank Free- 
man, Don Hartman. 

John Derek slated for wee 
personal appearance tour wit 
“Mask of the Avenger.” 

Harry and Jack Warner tossed 
luncheon for Michael Curtiz to 
celebrate his 25th year on lot. 

Wild Bill aia 2 planed ~ 
rejoin his 


Brownsville, Tex., 


. 


— after ek YB for Mono- 
vA 


twee Hunt broke a bone in 
his arm during filming of a sack 
race in UlI’s “Weekend With 
Father.” 


_ Vienna 
By Emil W. Maass 


Actor Hanss Starkmann, 65, 


Maria Shane? setae 64, 
, died. 


Erna 
of Gratz O 
Arnold tooe Bom appointed di- 


es Scala bo age wil i 
urg puppe ow e 
appe in Boston 
October, 
pro ‘ 
Gian-Carlo Men noe ay Pu ae “The - 
Consul,” in repe 
city theatre for the coed: 
season. 


for the board of 
the Austrian AKM — of au- 


Si. tal teases eee, 
Chicago 





Dave Garroway off to Gotham 


and Europe for 
Otto Preming 


oth 
Cictler Julie “Stone 
visiting ar father, who’s undergo- 


Remo replaces 
Sheldon in cast of “Roarin 
ties” at Blackhawk. 

Nina Foch set for lead in “Ant 
Kingdom” ’ Salt Creek 


eo kicks off at 


to Wrigley Wield ly, < for aos 


és| Cerio. wil 


~ 


Perking isle. 
Aspen, belay to prep for Sie 
~ series. 
Guy Kibbee bowed 
ta Sale nepane’ 

“4 e 
terday (Tues.) eeThats 
at Chevy Chase. : 

tuck hek “Globe” manster 
a 0 ; 
says bamseogne biz up 20% over 


last ye 
Frankie Laine opened at Steel 
Pier Music Hall Sunday Or 


Anthony orch in Marine 
room. 
Gloria De Haven and Henny 
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quarter 4 

97 in New York. 

his stage career in San ranelce 

me He wag in: the 
reper & Fie burlesque com- 

cant when David Belasco brought 

him into Broadway legit in 1900. 

Warfield appeared in just five 
plays during his 25 years with 
Belasco, every one of them a hit. 
They were “The Auctioneer, “The 
Music Master,” “A Grand Army 
Man,” “The - Return of Peter 
Grimm” and “The Merchant of 
venice.” ~All_had extended en- 
gagements in N.'¥. “Music Mas- 
ter’ was revived in 1916 after an 
jnitial run of four years ending in 
1907. His first play, “The Auc- 
tioneer,” whi was scripted by 
Belasco, ran for three years. 

Before joining Belasco, Warfield 
specializ burlesques of. stars 
of the day and in takeoffs. He de- 
veloped a sketch of a Russian Jew 
for George Lederer that brought 
him a large public following and 
won him the engagement with the 
Weber & Fields troupe. 

Warfield left the stage in 1924 
at the comparatively youhg age of 
57 and while still a potent attrac- 
tion. He had ample means for re- 
tirement, since, in addition to his 
huge stage earnings, he had been 
the original partner of the late 
Marcus Loew in establishing a 
penny arcade om 14th St, N. ¥ 
and in other investments. : 
cade was the precursor of Loew’s, 


Inc. 
"Surviving are his wife, a brother 
and two sisters. 





LOUIS C. WALLICK 

Louis Charles Wallick, 79, presi- 
dent of Columbus’ Deshler-Wallick 
Hotel until four years ago, died 
in Columbus July 2. At 22 he 
opened his first hotel in Seymour, 
Ind., later another one ‘in Shreve- 
port, and during his career he 
owned the Chatham and other ho- 
tels in New York and the Secor 
and Jefferson in Toledo. Wallick 
was associated with the Providence 
(R. I.) Biltmore (now Sheraton) and 
the Biltmore and Commodore ho- 


Ohio Hotels Assn... in’ 1939- 
and was a member of the Tavern 
Club of New York and the Col- 
umbus Club. 

Survived by his wife, and three 
brothers. 
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(“The Band ” which he con- 
tinued with up to time 
ot his death. id : 
ey Ce ~ 
JOHN 8. Ey 


John S. Leick, 
bandleader, died 
ihome June 26. © 

Leick phayed with 
Sousa and other name. 
‘14 European : 

the Canadian band. 
Denver he led the El- Jebel 
band 19 years, the municipal band 


; years ago he re- 
ired from active band work, but 
till gave private é ‘ 


Leick’s wife, Mrs Mabel 
Leick, is also a trumpet player 


is eur i daughter. 
Ms . 










Fox movie chain. 
to 


actress who was 
——— as Gladys 


Weston. 
son survives, 










for 
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The ar- |: 


ROLLIN PALMER 
Rollin Palmer, 60, Buffalo’s old-_ 
columnist ee in that city re- 
() heart 


and | 






composer, died June 25 in New 
York. Mantia played the eu- 
honium and the trombone in the 
Pry and Goldman bands, 
the ‘Victor Herbert orch, the NBC 


Symphony, the N. Y. Philharmonic |’ 


and more recently in the Band of 
America. 

Mantia had been associated with 
the Met Opera orch for more than 
35 years and had been its manager 
for 12 years. Among his composi- 
tions was “Priscilla Waltz.” 

Surviving are his wife, a brother 
and two sisters. 





THOMAS L. WARDLE 
Thomas L. Wardle; 59, part oWn- 
er .of the ‘Amityville Theatre, 
Amityville, L. I., died June 25 
while watching the trotting races 
at the Roosevelt. Raceway, Old 
Westbury, L. I. At one.time he 
operated theatres in Farmingdale, 
and was interested in a house at 
Bellmore, both L. I. For the past 
few years, he had been postmaster 
at Amityville, ; 
Survived by wife and a brother. - 





SAM COBEAN 

Sam Cobean, 34, cartoonist . of 
The New Yorker Ma e, was 
Killed in an.auto accident July 2 
in Watking Gien, N. Y. Cobean 
worked for the Walt Disney Stu- 
dios in Hollywood and other’ pic 
companies until he joined the 
Army Signal Corps in World War 
II. While in service he started 
sending cartoons to The New Yoprk- 
er and later became one of the 
mag’s leading artists 

Surviving are his wife and son. 





GEORGE R. BLACKHOUSE 
George Ronald Blackhouse, 33, of 
Lacomba, Alta,,; was killed June 20 
in a highway accident gear Ed- 
opera- 
nadian 
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to Mrs. John Kresge, 
there last week. ’ 


Grace Hall 





Tenn. 





poser of the Mexican 


in Hollywood. 





Florence Eichler, 
20th-Fox, died June 24 
wood. 








died June 29 in Athens. 


for 20 years, died June 2 
ver City, Cai. after a heart attack. 


Smiley, 69, veteran 


\member-of Paramount's s 
staff, died June 25 in Holly- 


KDKA staffer in Pittsburg 


mether of author Ernest 
way, died June 28 in Memphis, 


Gustave Morene Duran, 


secreta 


He 


at 
olly- 


song 


in 





father is an actor. . 


soprano. 


(Sophie Bostelmann) 


chestra. 
June 18, Columbus, O 


manager of WTVN there. 
Mr. and Mrs. 


cury Records. 


Mr. and Mrs, Sidney Magi 
Pittsburgh, zane 


daughter, 
Parents are Sidney 
nitery dancers. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank M 
Mr. and Mrs. 
ex-vaude and. 
, cafe 
Pane Brcey ° Pittsburgh, 
Father's on staff of Copa 


Mr. and Mrs. 
ter, New Yo 
producer of 
show on radio. 
daguhter, Mount 


itor for WOR, N. Y. 
Mr. and 


screen writer, and sen of 
Mr. and Mrs. 
| July 2. 















en schools of NY. Boston and 





June 
ni 


Kisco, 
June 24. Father is trade news 


Burt L 
daughter, Santa Monic 
Father is a sereen’ actor. 


Sette na 


gh Ey 


in Cul- 
ial ef- 


A twin daughter born recently 
wife of 
h, died 


79, 
eming- 


— 
Raspa,” died June 29 in Madrid: 


Mother, 85, of Carey. Harrison, 
film character actor, died June 27 


Albert Gnady, veteran projec- 
tionist, died in Chicago June 23. 


Aimilios Veakis, 67, Greek actor, 


* BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McCarthy,- 
daughter, New York; June 24. 


Mother is actress Augusta Dabney; 


Mr. and Mrs. Rabért Fixler, son, 
New York, -June 26. Mother 
Thelma Altman, Metopera mezzo- 


is | Toulouse-Lautree exhibition. (Say, 


Mr, and Mrs. Allan Shulman, 
daughter, N. Y., June 27. Mother 
is former 
concert pianist; father, a composer, 
is cellist in NBC Symphony Or- 


Mr. and Mrs. John Rossiter, son, 
Father is 


Jack beige 
daughter, Pittsburgh, June 27. 
Father’s Pitt distributor for Mer- 


dson, 
27. 
Ames, 
cCormick, 

son, Pittsburgh, June 25. Mother’s 
e Thoma, radio scri 3 


son, Pittsburgh, June’ . Fa Ss 


mother’s Sylvia 


’ 


. and Mrs. Arthur Marx, son, 
Hollywood, June 28. Father is a 
Groucho 


Cal., 


f 
a 


Ro- 
manoff technique of enlisting a lot 
of names as investors. Gogi’s 
tec ue went further, with ac- 
cent on the socialite a plus 
a must-dress-Fridays (a la 
Maxim’s), _ . iets 





‘ > ys! 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Blasi, son, 
New Castle, Pa., June 25. Father’s 
a Pi musician. 
ea Bi “A Mrs. Pres,» met. 
r, Glas , June 20. Fa : 
is ra actor sad tanner of Glas. 
gow Citizens’ Theatre Co. dauyh 
June 21. Father is 
utual’s Bob Poole 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter —— 


There’s a young girl working. at 
a club who does a sort of Exyptian 
hip-throwing bit which is sup- 
posed to be pretty sexy, but she 
has one of those permanent de- 
lighted smiles- wiich make every- 
thing look phoney. Her “built” is 
a little odd too. I can’t give you 
any details but it’s the reverse of 
that English ballad which goes “I 
can tell you how I fee). . . I didn’t 
mind the upper decks but couldn’t 
stand the keel.” The reverse, mind 
you. . << 
Tres Gallant 
A club which is called “The Ar- 
gentina Dancing” has a Brazilian 
orchestra called Fon-Fon. They 
don’t have Larry Adler but they 
have three American girls I won't 
name because they have a problem 
and I don’t want to spread it 
around in the hopes that they 
learn better. They are pretty 
stecky young kids and they do a 
difficult acrobatic routine during 
part of which they are chained te- 
gether by their ankles. They have 
a jump rope and while two turn, 
the third goes back-flips over it 
and, in the turnabouts, the other 
two have some real dingers. But, 
they are so cocksure of themselves 
that it éommunicates and when 
they finally go off nobody applauds. 
Somehow they'll have to come up 
with a bit of humility. 
Tonight I’m going to -see. a 
French movie which, I’ve been 
told, is pretty dirty ... so next 
week I'll let you know about the 


that sounds dirty, too, doesn’t it?) 
Frankfurt an@ Wiesbaden ~— 


There was no theatre in either 
Frankfurt or Wiesbaden so I did 
the nightclubs. They're exactly 
the same all over Germany .:. 
the smaller cities, at least, so I'll 
use Wiesbaden as a rule of thumb. 
Say, the Atlantik. This is a sort of 
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Julie Follanshee 
Pratt, Jr., New York, hag 27. He 
| was we = he legit 
Green 
Sara ‘ 











big Negro and small 
African makeup stint, ‘and 
it’s time to get No drinks 
served at the table; only bottles of 
wine, About $3. ad 

At the Casanova they havé a 
Chinese juggler who's pretty fair, 
in an oldfashioned way, and an- 
other cute sister act, a German 
juggler (of dvbious sex yet!), and 
you ‘can have a drink at the table 
or go tajk to the barzirl who also, 
in a kimono, works as the Chinese 
feNa’s Ofiental ‘assistant. 

In all these joints (and I’ve been 
in 23) there are lots of young 
ladies. who have nothing to do be- 
fore, during, or after the show. 
They sit in ones or twos staring 
around the room or at their “him- 
mersafts.” This is soda with calored 
syrup in it. ‘Ten cents. (The girls 
come to a bit more). 

A Hot Mazico 

Last night caught a macician.~ . 
and financial wizard. Calls him- 
self Kalanga. The full. billing is 
“Kalanga und Gloria, Sinsalabim ~- 
wirbelt um die Welt.”. I don’t 
know exactly what that means but 
he must, because he fills the 1.800- 
seat Raimundtheatre every nicht 
with a masterly presentation of ‘hs 
frowsy a bag of tricks as you don’t 
ever remember any more. And 
there are no Americans in the 
joint. This is what the natives 
clamor to see . ; . for $1 top, and 
that’s high in this town: : 

He opens with Gloria, a. fake 
platinum blonde, coaxing a shmo 
out of the audience for the lend- 
me - your - watch-and-hoy-will-vou- 
be - surprised - when-!-find-it-in-a- 
box - inside-a-box-inside-a-box-and- 
vou-can-open-it-up-vourself, trick. 
The-audience falls down in a faint. 
Then he pours water out of an 
empty pitcher, with 30 repeats dur- 
ing the show. They adore him. 
He does a thing with two billiard 
balls ... wow! .. . they become 
three! .. . card tricks... and then 


Po when the customers are weak with 


passion and can’t stand anything 
else, dear Lord, he makes not one, 
but two girls disappear right out 
of a cabinet in a dim light. This 
is so powerful they have to call 
intermission. (Pause.) 

In between the flashy stuff he 
sticks a tired dance team who are 
so deep in makeup their heads 





Doliy Kaye to Sidney Stearns, 


, June | 
ind ites ee Bride is vaude 


Betty Dorfman to Howard Klar- 
man, June 28, New York. He's di- 
rector o ta and publicity 


f 
for WMC. 
retiage Cohn to Bertr: 
Lebhar, 3d. York, June 23. 
Groon Is. » door MS sports- 
caster under name Lee, Jr., 
and is son of WMGM exec Bertcems 


Lebhar, Jr. 

. Jane is to V, 

Paul, Santa Monion Ca sune 28. 

prite me eetros: be: ® screen 

—, Des norner er husband o 

to Charles 
” and 

Marie to Albert 

Hirtz, Pittsburgh, 

are with Pitt Spmphony orch. 


Patricia O’Shea to Thomas Wor- 
thington, New Y June 30. Her 
father is E. K. O' . veepee of 


Paramount Film Distributing Corp. 


Ethel to William R. 
aan lag York, June 30. 


Bride’s mother is former actress 





Mrs. Lorraine Abel to Clyd 
saiatin neues eee lees audigy Beatty, Seattie, June 28. Groom 
x eirele with two tiers on the main _o trainer and’ circus opera- 
floor a balcony, ° The show! warilyn Pearson Levitz to Rich- 
starts at 11 with some bum play-) ard Irwin Schuler, July - 7, one 
ing an accordion while the girl, in| York. Bride is the daughter of 
a G.I. uniform, does the boogie- |.Robbins-Feist-Miller exec 
woogie . . . or what would be, if | Stephen.Levitz. . .... 
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